
GENERAL CONFERENCE.

is, gradually, as we would have
the means to do it with.

Again, the Lord God Almighty
bless you. My heart is full of bless-
ing for the Latter-day Saints. I

love the man, with all my heart,
who I know to be an honest, up-
right, true, faithful Latter-day
Saint. A man of this description
is one of the best citizens of amy
country ; he is a good citizen of any
city, of any county, of any state, or
of any nation wherever he may be

;

and he is one of the very best. A
real Latter-day Saint, is a good hus-
band, he is a good father, he is a
good neighbor, he is a good citizen,

and a good man all round; and it

takes a good Latter-day Saint to
be a first class everything else.

Again,—the Lord bless you, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

A baritone solo, "Fear not ye, O
Israel," was rendered by Brother A.
C. Crawford.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

Loving tribute to the memory of the
late President John R. Winder.

I scarcely know what I could say
with reference to the absence from
this conference of one of the best
men that it has ever been my lot to
know. Of course, I cannot trust
my feelings in speaking of him, but
I felt that it might be thought, pos-
sibly, that I had too soon forgotten
that good man who has stood by me
and by others for the many long
years of his life, as true and as
faithful as it is possible for one man
to stand with another. I have lost a
father and a brother and a coun-
selor, one in whose judgment I
never failed to have implicit trust,

one who was good and true in

every position in which he was
placed. If anything was wanted of

President John R. Winder, and he
was asked to perform it, he did it,

if it was in the power of man to do
it. He never shrank from, any duty,

but was always valiant, and vigilant,

and faithful in the performance of

every labor that was required at his

hands. He was a choice spirit, a
noble soul, a wise and prudent man,
just and honest both to God and to

his fellow beings.

My brethren and sisters, I felt

that I might at least say these few
words with reference to President

Winder who but recently passed
away after a long illness, as I de-

sired to at least show my love and
my regard for him, and the deep
regret that I feel in my heart be-

cause of the deprivation that I have
suffered by his death. The Lord
bless his widow and his children and
his children's children to the latest

generation ; and may there never
come a time when President John
R. Winder shall not have both sons

and daughters to represent him be-

fore the altar of truth and right-

eousness in the House of God. This
is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND.

Prosperity, and increased membership,
in Church misisons.—Church organ-
izations also prospering in Stakes of

Zion.—Evidences of temporal and
spiritual advancement.— Fulfilment
of prophecies uttered in 1836.—Gen-
ealogical Society and Magazine
should be supported.—Principles of

Word of Wisdom sustained by
science.

I wish to indorse, with all my
heart, what the president has said in

regard to Brother Winder; it was
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all merited by that good man. . I

feel the same loss that the president

expressed, and I know that you do,

my brethren and sisters. I hope for

myself and for 3'ou that when we
shall be called hence, such good

words may be spoken truly in our

behalf.

I have followed with great inter-

est the remarks of our president,

and I believe we all feel that they

were timely and that the Latter-

day Saints should give heed to them.

I am pleased to see this large con-

gregation which is attending here

this morning, in spite of the weath-

er. It shows the love of the Saints

to come to the house of the Lord
and to participate in His worship.

The year that is now past has

been a prosperous one to the Saints

and the Church in general. Our
missions abroad have prospered. In

Europe Great Britain leads, with
the greatest number of baptisms,

and Germany follows close to the

British mission, in that regard ; and
in all the missions they report pro-

gress. Our missionaries have la-

bored assiduously to bring the Gos-
pel unto their fellow-men. They
are called from their homes with-
out being furnished means, except
what they have themselves, and
therefore in their acceptance of the

call they show their love for the

Gospel. They are working unsel-

fishly to make others acquainted
with what they have received, and
though they are not always re-

ceived pleasantly and given a wel-
come, they rejoice in having the op-
portunity of laboring for the spread
of the true Gospel revealed in our
day. I feel to ask the Lord to bless

our brethren the missionaries, that
they may be successful in their en-
deavors to prove unto men that

Jesus is the Christ, the one who has
redeemed us,—as our brother, A.
C. Crawford, sang so beautifully

just now,—and that Joseph was a

prophet of the Lord, and was used

as the instrument to bring back the

Gospel unto men. I pray that they
may be successful in bearing their

testimonies unto men, that the good
and the honest may hear these glad

tidings which they have to present.

We are having meeting houses
built or bought in a good many of

the missions, respectable places

where the Elders can invite men
and women to come and listen to

our worship and to the testimonies

borne, and this has a tendency to

draw the people to us.

At home our different organiza-

tions are prospering. The Priest-

hood movement among the quorums
is successful, although there might
be better hours appointed for them
to meet; but all things have to be
considered, and we believe that it is

best as it is at present There is

nothing to hinder the priesthood in

meeting the evening that has been
proposed, and the quorums from
being successful in developing our
young people and all the members
of the quorums m a knowledge of
their duties and of the truth. I be-
lieve that this movement will have a
great influence for good among the

people in Zion. Our auxiliary or-

ganizations are doing a good work.
Some of them have increased in

numbers,—a few have not done so;

I do not know the cause. The re-

ports of what they are doing gives

a great deal of satisfaction. The
Primaries have increased consider-

ably in numbers. The Religion

Classes are also doing much good,
and our brethren and sisters work-
ing in these classes are to be cOm-



10 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

mended for the work they are do-
• ing. We are trying to carry out ^n

these classes the Lord's command
that the parents In Zion shall teach

their children to pray and to walk
uprightly before the Lord. To im-

press the hearts of the children with

this command is the object of tlie

Religion Classes ; it is to make them
understand that religion means the

doing of that which is the Lord's
will ; and we are 1 rying to teach the

children attending these classes to

do and to perform such acts as shall

be inspired by our holy religion. I

hope that those who are engaged in

this work—the superintendents,

their aids and assistants, and the in-

structors—will continue to take an
interest in these classes. Many of
them have to leave their business
on week days to engage in the Re-
ligion Class work, and this requires
a sacrifice at their hands. I Be-
lieve, however, that they will be bet-
ter oflf for doing this, and that In
fulfilling their duties in this regard,
they will have more ^'oy than they
can estimate.

Our people have shown a great
readiness donating their means to-
wards erecting public institutions.

Meeting houses have been and are
building, and our people are do-
ing a great deal towards this wor^!:.

The Trustee-in-trust has appropri-
ated money towards these enter-
prises to as great an extent as he
has dared to do. This work shoula
be encouraged. Our people are re-

alizing the value of having meeting

houses where the Sunday school

children can be divided and sent

into different class rooms, so as not

to disturb one another in the large

auditoriums. It is a remarkable

thing to see how much the people

have been able to do in this direc-

tion.

The Lord has prospered His peo-

ple both temporally and spiritually,

and although the people have ex-

pended so much means in building

meeting houses and so on, they have

still increased their tithing quite a

per cent over last year. It is a dis-

tinguishing mark of the living faith

of the people when they pay their

tithing. Those who do so will feel

strengthened and blest, and feel that

they can approach our Heavenly
Father in greater faith when the'y

kneel at the fam.ily altar or in their

secret chamber to ask for the things

they want. May the Lord bless

the Saints for the fulfillment of this

duty as well as the many other du-

ties required at their hands.

In regard to the poor, I am glad

I can say the Saints have shown that

they do not forget them,—that a

great amount of means has been
spent in this direction. Dur fast

offerings have increased consider-

ably. This, brethren and sisters,

is a duty resting upon us—to look

after the poor, that they shall not

suffer want. The Lord loves a lib-

eral giver. When Jesus was upon
the earth. He found there was a dfs-

position to grow rich, to gather

means, and forget the poor. So His
lessons were often given to impress

upon the people that they should'

remember the neighbor, and He
gave the beautiful commandment
that we should love God above all

things, and our neighbor as our-

selves. If we place ourselves in the

condition of our poor brethren and
sisters, then ask, "What would you
that he should do, if your condi-

tions and his were reversed?" and
then act upon the answer, we would
not neglect our duty ui this regard.
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Let not the cry of the widow and
the fatherless, the poor and the op-

pressed, rise unto the ears of the

Lord of Sabaoth. Look after them.

Both the presiding BisEops and the

Bishops in the different wards, are

to be commended for the work they

are doing in this direction.

I am reminded that today it is

seventy-four years since the Proph-

et Joseph and Oliver Cowdery re-

ceived a glorious vision in the

Kirtland Temple and it was also

on a Sunday. We did not build

meeting houses in those days. This

is a temple-building dispensation,

and early in the rise of the Church
the feeling was in the hearts of the

people that they should build a tem-
ple unto the Lord. In their pov-
erty they contributed their means
and built a temple in Kirtland, and
the Lord was pleased with tHeir la-

bors. In this temple Jesus ap-

peared unto Joseph and Oliver;

they saw Him; they received in-

structions from Him and listened

to His blessed words. Among oth-

er things He told them that the

fame of that house should go forth

to all nations. That itself was a

great prophecy. Who, that looked

upon that little handful of people in

a backwoods village, would believe

that the fame of that house should

go out to other nations ? Why, on-

ly a few knew anything about it

then, but it has been fulfilled. WBat
was done there that day has been
told in most parts of the earth, and
men and women have rejoiced in

reading this section of the book ot

Doctrine and Covenants, section 1 10,

which gives an account of what took

place there : Jesus said unto them

:

"Yea, I will appear unto my serv-

ants, and speak unto them with mine
own voice, if my people will keep my

commandments, and do not pollute

this holy house.
"Yea, the hearts of thousands and

tens of thousands shall greatly rejoice

in consequence of the blessings which
shall be poured out, and the endow-
ment with which my, servants have

been endowed in this house;
"And the fame of this house shall

spread to foreign lands, and this_ is

the beginning of the blessing which
shall be poured out upon the heads of

my people. Even so. Amen."

This is what Jesus told these His

servants, and the words have been

literally fulfilled, though looking ^t

it in a human way there was little

prospect that this could be fulfilled.

I read further

:

"And after this vision closed, the

heavens were a^ain open unto us, and
Moses appeared before us, and com-
mitted unto us the keys of the gather-

ing of Israel from the four parts of the

earth, and the leading of the ten tribes

from the land of the north."

These keys were given on that

day seventy-four years ago, the keys

of the gathering. Moses, the great

gatherer of Israel, who took them

from Egypt to the land of Canaan,

held this commission from the Lord,

and he came unto these men in tHat

temple and gave them unto Joseph
and Oliver. This has also a proph-

ecy in it. There had been no gatTT-

ering from foreign lands. The Gos-

pel had not yet been sent abroa^^ •

it had been preached in only a f""^"

places, but according to the revela-

tion to them Israel should be gath-

ered from all parts of the earth.

We have lived to see this, It took

some years before they commenced
to gather from abroad, but since

that gathering commenced it has

constantly continued. Whj' have
we gathered here? My brethren

and sisters, why did you leave your
homes and all that was dear to you?



12 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

It was to do as Isaiah says, "To go
up to the house of the Lord, to learn

more of His ways." For this rea-

son we have gathered, and I hope
you will all remember the teach-
ings of our president this morning,
not to scatter, not to go to other

lands. Here is the place where the

Saints should gather, where they
can meet together and go into the
temples of the Lord and learn more
of His ways and do work for those
that look to them to have their work
done, for we read in this vision

:

"Elijah the Prophet, who was taken
to heaven without tasting death, stood
before us, and said—Behold, the time
has fully come, which was spoken of
by the mouth of Malachi, testifying
that he (Elijah) should be sent be-
fore the great and dreadful day of the
Lord came,
"To turn the hearts of the fathers to

the children, and the children to the
fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten
with a curse."

So Malachi prophesied, and so

Elijah the fulfiller of his prophecy

alludes to here, and he gave unto

Joseph the keys of this work, to turn

the hearts of the children to the

fathers, and the hearts of the fath-

ers to the children. Since those

keys were given, what a great work
has been done in this direction!

Societies upon societies have sprung
up to hunt for the fathers, to trace

out their genealogies, and these

have been printed in books by the

thousands and aie come-at-able by
the children, so that they can trace

their lives and do work for them.

I want to say here that we have
a genealogical society in our midst.

We have a great many books that

we have gathered on this subject,

and these are open to the people.

However, in order that we may
have means to continue to increase

our library, a fee has been charged

for membership. The money that

is received is not being used for

salaries or wages, or to pay any
one but the one who takes care ot

the books and the room. All the

other work is being done for the

love of it; so when asked to pay

the membership fee you are simply

asked to help increase our library,

that we may be able to do more
good work in this direction. A
magazine is being printed in the in-

terest of genealogy, and we would
like to see the people sustain it, for

I think it will be the means of cfc>-

ing a great deal of good to those

who are seeking for their fathers.

Brethren and sisters, this beauti-

ful section, in the Doctrine and

Covenants, is worth studying. It

bears the marks of divinity upon It.

We know that the prophet saw what
he says he saw, for the very words
he heard have been fulfilled. We
know that the Lord accepted that

house,—that the m_anifestations giv-

en there were so remarkable that

those who were present never for-

got them. How pleased I have been

to converse with members who were
present. They were delighted to

talk about what they saw and heard.

The Lord accepted that house, and
He has accepted the other houses

built unto His worship.

Though they did not build meet-
ing houses in those early days, the

necessity of having such houses has

been felt by the Saints, and now we
rejoice that in nearly every city,

town, and hamlet throughout Zion,

houses of worship are found, and
that the people have felt to make
these houses as beautiful as any in

the place, showing the reverence
they have for Him whom they wor-
ship.
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I see the time has passed. I want

to impress upon us all to remember
what the president told us : to live

the lives of true Latter-day Saints,

abstaining from those things that

are evil for the body, for the body

cannot be hurt without the spirit is

hurt also. A sound body is neces-

sary for a sound mind. In order

that the Spirit of the Lord may do

the most good for a person he must
keep himself clean and pure in spir-

it and abstain from that which un-

dermines his health—and all the

things forbidden in the- word ot

wisdom tend to undermine health.

The scientists are admitting this,

and the doctors will admit it, though
many of them do not keep it. The
word of wisdom is, indeed, a bless-

ing of the Lord unto His people,

one that will not take anything away
from their pleasures, but it will give

them more joy and make life more
enjoyable unto them. Let us keep
it ; let us do our duties in every di-

rection, and I say to every one who
does this that he has chosen the wav
to happiness. God bless you all.

Amen.

The choir sang the anthem, "In

our Redeemer's name."
Benediction was pronounced by

Elder Frank Y. Taylor.

President Smith stated that an
entertainment bureau had been es-

tablished in the office of Elias Mor-
ris & Sons, at South Temple and
Richards streets, and that those who
lacked places of entertainment

might report there and be supplied.

Those having places to offer for

lodging and boarding during con-

ference were also invited to notify

the entertainment committee.

It was announced that an over-

flow meeting would be held in the

Assembly Hall, adjoining the Tab-
ernacle, at 2 p. m., under the direc-

tion of Elder Orson F. Whitney.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow session of the Con-
ference was held in the Assembly
Hall, adjoining the Tabernacle, at

10 a. m., Sunday, April 3rd, 1910.

The services were presided over by
Elder Anthony W. Ivins. Prof. O.

A. Kirkham conducted the singing

exercises, in which the Latter-day

Saints' University Choir partici-

pated.

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn:

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-

tion;

No longer as strangers on earth

need we roam,
Good tidings are sounding to us and

each nation,

And shortly the hour of redemption
will come.

Prayer was offered by Patriarch

Joseph D. Smith.

The choir rendered the selection,

"Just for today."

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Idea that this Rocky Mountain region
could not be occupied by civilized

people.—Astoundin" change in con-
ditions, under God's blessing.

—

Great increase in Church member-
ship, and faithfulness of the Saints.

—Tribute to memory of the late

President John R. Winder.

We have not a very large con-

gregation of Latter-day Saints here

this morning, but I certainly feel

that the Spirit of the Lord will

characterize this meeting, and that


