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Roberts and Joseph F. Smith, Jr.,

Assistant Historians.

As members of the General

Church Board of Education: Jos-

eph F. Smith, Willard Young, An-
thon H. Lund, George H. Brimhall,

Rudger Clawson, Charles W. Pen-
rose, Horace H. Cummings, Orson
F. Whitney, and Francis M. Ly-
man.
Arthur Winter, Secretary and

Treasurer to the General Church
Board of Education.

Horace H. Cummings, General

Superintendent of Church Schools.

Board of Examiners for Church
Schools: Horace H. Cummings,
Chairman ; George H. Brimhall,

James H. Linford and Willard

Young.
(It was explained that Rudger

Clawson and Reed Smoot should be

released from acting as members of

the Auditing Committee, because

they have some responsibility in

connection with disbursement of the

Church funds. On motion, the con-

gregation voted to release them,

with thanks for their efficient ser-

vices.)

Auditing Committee : William
W. Riter, August W. Carlson, Hen-
ry H. Rolapp, John C. Cutler, and
Heber Scowcroft.

Tabernacle Choir: Evan Steph-

ens, Conductor; Horace S. Ensign,

Assistant Conductor; John J. Mc-
Clellan, Organist ; Edward P. Kim-
ball and Tracy Y. Cannon, Assist-

ant Organists; George C. Smith,
Secretary and Treasurer; Noel S.

Pratt, Librarian ; and all the Mem-
bers.

Duncan M. McAllister, as Clerk
of the Conference.

Each and all of those named were
duly sustained in the positions des-

ignated, by unanimous vote of the

Conference.

President Smith then arose and
said: God bless you, and we all

thank you for the unanimity that
has been manifested in the voting
of the Latter-day Saints here at this

conference.

ELDER DAVID 0. M'KAY.

Responsibility of all Saints to pro-
claim the Gospel by word, and act.—^"Let us speak well of our horne
state," and people.—Don't advertise
existing evils, remove them.—The
tongue should be controlled to de-
clare truth only, and always.

"If any man offend not in word, the
same is a perfect man, and able also
to bridle the whole body.

"Behold, we put bits in the horses'
mouths, that they may obey us; and
we turn about their whole body.
"Behold also the ships, which,

though they be so ^reat and are driven
of fierce winds, yet are they turned
about with a very small helm, whither-
soever the governor listeth.

"Even so the tongue is a little mem-
ber, and boasteth great things. Be-
hold, how great a matter a little fire

•kindleth!

"And the tongue is a fire, a world of

iniquity: so is the tongue among our
members, that it defileth the whole
body, and setteth on fire the course of

nature, and it is set on fire of hell.

"For every kind of beasts, and of

birds, and of serpents, and of things in

the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed
of mankind:
"But the tongue can no man tame;

it is an unruly evil, full of deadly
poison.
"Therewith bless we God, even the

Father; and therewith curse we men,
which are made after the similitude of

God.
"Out of the same mouth proceedeth

blessing and cursing. My brethren,

these things ought not so to be.

"Doth a fountain send forth at the

same place sweet water and bitter?

"Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear
olive berries? either a vine, figs? So
can no fountain both yield salt water
and fresh.
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"Who is'a zuise man and endued with
knowledge among you? let him show out
of a good conversation his works with
meekness of wisdom.
"But if ye have bitter envying and

strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie

not against the truth.

"This wisdom descendeth not from
above, hut is earthly, sensual, devilish.

"For where envying and strife is, there
is confusion and every evil work.
"But the vmsdom that is from above

is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreatcd, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy.

"And the fruit of righteousness is

sown in peace of them that make peace."

So wrote the At,ostle James,
many hundred years ago. but I feel

that, like all truth, that which he
expresses in these lines is applicable

today. The tongue is a little mem-
ber ,and yet it is the means by which
our thoughts are. given wings, it

is one means of influencing one
another.

I thought, this morning, while
listening to the presidents of mis-
sions, as I have thought through-
out this conference, of the great
n-essage that thr- Latter-day Saints
have to proclaim to the world, not a
message of strife but a message of
peace, a message of good will. ^'The
wisdom that is from above is first

pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated. * * '>

j

would like to read another passage
that will give to us what I believe
should be the keynote of all ex-
pressions of the Latter-day Saints :

"And there were in the same coun-
try shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by
night.

"And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them, and they
were sore afraid.

,

"And the angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold T bring you good tid-

ings of great joy, which shall be to all

people.
"For unto you is born this day, in

the city of David, a Savior, which is

Christ the Lord."

"Good tidings of great joy"

—

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is that

good tidings. The term "Gospel"

means, literally, "good news," and
such is the news that emanates

from above. There have been but

few men in the world's history who
have been so in tune with the heav-

ens that they could receive direct-

ly from God the Father that good
news ; but there has always been a

time in the history of this world
when that news came from above.

There have always been, in every

dispensation, opportunities for men
to receive that good news, and these

prophets who were in tune with the

Infinite and who heard first and
directly that good news, have had
imposed upon them the responsi-

bility to convey that good news to

others of their fellow-men, that they

who are concerned with the things

of the world might receive the glad
message and be brought back into

the environment of peace, harmony,
and good will. In this dispensa-

tion, that same responsibility has

been given to man. We have heard
throughout this conference, repeat-

edly, that the Latter-day Saints, are

those upon whom rests the respon-

sibility of carrying the good news
to the children of the world. I

sometimes think that we put oflf, in

our minds, the responsibility of giv-

ing that message, to some special

calling in life. That is, if we are

called as missionaries abroad, we
feel it our duty to proclaim the glad
message to the world. If we are

called to preside in an organization,

or in a branch, or in a quorum, then

we feel it our duty to give the good
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news to those over whom we pre-

side. We wait until some special

opportunity is given to proclaim the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and yet the

duty devolves upon us to proclaim

th^t good news every day of our

lives. We proclaim it in our acts—

•

in the home, in business, in social

circles, in politics—everywhere that

we mingle with men we have the

responsibility resting upon us to

give the good news to the people

of the world. I do not mean that

we must, necessarily, formally

preach the doctrine under all these

circumstances, but I do mean that

in our lives, in our conversation,

Vr'e can bear the good message to

the children of the world.

We have heard much, through-

out this conference, about building

up our state, remaining at home
wherever the stakes are organized,

and not to scatter abroad in new
places. One of the best ways of

building up our home, be it a dom-
icile, a city, a .>tate, or a nation,

is to speak well of that home, city,

state, Or nation. Let the tongue be

under control, and speak well of the

home. I have rejoiced time and
again, when visiting the different

stakes surrounding Utah, to hear
our brethren tell about the advan-
tages of some particular town.
"Why," they would say, for exam-
ple, "we are blest with the purest

air, we have the best water that can
be found in the world ;" and they
will enumerate, one after another,

the benefits and blessings of that

particular locality. I recall now
how the brethren in Canada were
eager to impress those who were
with them with the resources of

that country. Why, the advantages
were innumerable. For example,
when one visitor said, /'But you
haven't the scenery we have in

Utah." "Yes, we have," persisted

President Wood • we have even bet-

ter scenery than vou have in Utah."

"Where?" "I w'ill show you;" and
then a ride forty miles from Cards-
ton took us to one of the most beau-

tiful mountain scenes in the wofld
•—the Switzerland of America. He
felt that there was nothing that

'could make him feel dissatisfied

with his home there. "Even the

winds in Canada," he said, "are

blessing us, because they blow the

snow off, so the cattle can eat the

grass." (Laug-hter.) This is the

point,—he could see eood in every-

thing. There was contentment

—

not a spirit of tearing down, finding

fault, complaining. I believe it is

a good lesson; let us speak well of

our home city; let us see the ad-

vantages of it.

On that hot July morning in

1847, when the Prophet Brigham
Young stood out here a few miles,

and looked over this vast country,

what did he see? Away down
yonder in the distanc. probably the

smoke from an Indian's wigwam

;

away out in the west, the lake

sparkling in the sunshine ; and be-

tween him and that body of water,

an alkali waste. All around him
he saw sage brush; and from the

distance came the howl of the

coyote or the wolf. These are the

things he saw in reality, but in his

prophetic mind he beheld all the
prosperity, the wealth, the prosper-
ous towns, and the crowds of peo-
ple that we now see here. All these
things that we now behold with
our natural eyes, and have experi-
enced, he saw with his prophetic
eye and pronounced it all good.
"Here," he said, "we will build the
temple of Almighty God." Surely
with the reality of that prophetic

vision before us, we can see that
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which is good, to speak about, to

praise, and honor The Latter-day

Saints do this ; and we want all to

do it, because they can do it truth-

fully.- We have all that the heart

desires ; we have a ' great, empire

here in the West—every advantage,

every surrounding, every environ-

ment that the heart could desire.

Let us speak well of our home state.*

But we cannot speak well of the

state unless we speak well of the

men who have founded the state.

There is no other state in the union

that can boast of stronger, truer,

more virtuous, upright, God-fearing

citizens, and men of God than can
the state of Utah. Let the young
men throughout Zion realfze this

fact, and let their tongues proclaim

it, and let them not encourage the

company of those who would use

this unruly member to vilify the

men who founded this empire. I

overheard a conversation the other

day, in this city, which in effect

was as follows : A prominent man
and his wife, evidently, entertain-

ing an eastern visitor who had been
interested in the history and in dif-

ferent places of Salt Lake City. I

judged that he was profoundly im-
pressed, as every honest thinking

man is when he sees the results of

the labor and industry of the pio-

neers of our state. Among other

things, he mentioned his going to

church : "I was at chu.rch last Sun-
day," I heard him say. "Oh, were
you?" answered his host, followed
by some remark that I did not
catch ; "well, where did you go to

church ?" At the Tabernacle." And
the sneer on that woman's face

made my blood boil. With the

sneer came some remark about not
dignifying the Tabernacle as a
church. I saw the shadow of dis-

appointment creep over that eastern

visitor's face. He had dignified it,

and ' he had been profoundly im-

pressed, but when our own people,

citizens of this state, though not

members of the Church, spoke evil

of something in our midst, the shad-

ow of disappointment darkened his

countenance. It will always be so.

O ! let us speak well, when we can

do it truthfully—and we can in this

case. Let us speak well of our city

and state, to all who come within

our borders; let us speak of the

advantages and growth of our state.

Let us speak well of those within

our Church. Brethren and sisters.

Christians have the responsibility of

giving good news to the world—not

bad news. Latter-day Saints have
the responsibility of carrying glad

tidings to the world. Let us not

watt until we go abroad to carry it

;

let us give the good news today

—

good news of our neighbor, good
news of our Bishops, good news
of our stake workers, good news of

all whom we meet and whose com-
pany we may chance to be thrown
into. If we cannot speak well of

them, truthfully, let us refrain from
speaking at all

:

"Nay, speak no ill, a kindly word
Can never leave a sting behind;

And, oh, to breathe each tale we've
heard

Is far below a noble mind.

"Full oft' a better seed is sown
By choosing thus the kinder plan.

For if but little good is known.
Still let us speak the best we can."

"Give me the heart that fain would
hide,

Would fain another's faults efface;

How can it please the human pride

To prove humanity but base.

"No, let us reach a higher mood,
A nobler estimate of man;

Be earnest in the search for good
And speak of all the best we can.
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"Then speak no ill, but lenient be
To others' failings as your own;

If you're the first a fault to see,

Be not the first to make it known.

"For life is but a passing day;

No lip can tell how brief its span;

Then, oh, the little time we stay.

Let's speak of all the best we can."

Then say you, would you not

speak of evil conditions? Must we
not raise our voice in denouncing

conditions and men who are bring-

ing evil upon us? Yes, speak of

conditions ; but it is unnecessary to

revile the character of men. We
cannot do it as true Latter-day

Saints ; we must rise above it.

Though we are in the world, we
must not be of the world. There is

a trait in the heart of the world to

pick at their fellow-men. Emer-

son says that so pronounced is this

tendency that an accident cannot

happen in the street without the by-

standers become animated with a

faint hope that the victim will die.

We cannot encourage that ten-

dency. As James says, it is from

the earth—sensual, devilish. We
must not pick out that which will

tear down a brother's character, nor

the character of the city, the state

or nation. O, let us be true to our

nation ; there is reason to be true to

it. That is the point. If we see a

condition in a town that endangers

the life of our fellow citizens, we
meet that condition. Tf it is a wash-

out, a cave, a hole in the roadway,

there is a red lamp placed there at

night to keep the travelers from
falling into it, and the next day or

as soon as possible the evil condi-

tion is removed. That is proper.

Now, there are evil conditions in

society ; there are simken roads that

need to be filled. We shall see these

in our towns, and as home-cleaners,

if you please, as home-builders and

home-improvers, we can remove
those sunken places One, for ex-

ample, is the saloon. The people

when advertising their city, do not

speak of their saloons ; they tell

about their churches, about their

schools, about their side-walks,

about their Hbraries, about their

sewers, but they never tell you how
many saloons th^y have. They are

ashamed of them; and when we
have conditions of this kind, let us

remove them without vilifying the

men, without tearing down men's
character; it isn't necessary. A
saloon is an evil; it is a sunken
road into which fall thousands an-
nually. You will remember when
Napoleon's cuirassiers made the

fatal charge against Wellington,
that there lay between them and the
English soldiers a sunken road.

Napoleon stood away off and could
not see it. He had asked a man if

there were any obstacles, and had
received no as the answer; and
trusting to that, he gave the com-
mand for the brigade to charge.
The Invincible Column rushed on,
until they came, it is said,to a sunken
road, and then horse and rider piled
one upon another till the whoile

abyss was filled with a living de-
bris that made a bridge of mingled
flesh of horse and man. The oth-
ers then rode over. There are, per-
haps, sunken roads in our com-
munities. Let us at home see them,
and not stand off and say that they
are all right when our young peo-
ple by the score are rushing head-
long down the road of intemper-
ance to the sunken chasms of
drunkenness. It is our duty to meet
that condition, but let us do it calm-
ly; let us do it determinedly, with-
out vilifying those concerned, with-
out tearing down character. Take
the high stand of right; remem-
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ber the Gospel of Jesus Christ is

one of good tidings. Preach it, live

it in your acts. Avoid the danger

of the saloon, tell your sons to avoid

it. Let the men whom you appoint

to represent you in your towns
know that you desire the saloons

closed before more human beings

are piled in that interminable mass
that whiskey and the saloon drag
down to destruction. But, I repeat

again, in meeting this condition, we
can take the higher stand of truth,

the stand of the Gospel.

The Gospel is our anchor. We
know what it stands for. If we
live it, feel it, and speak well of

the Gospel, of the Priesthood, of

the authorities in it, speak well even

of our enemies, we shall feel hap-

pier ourselves, and we shall be
preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Everybody can do this. It

is possible. God has not asked us

to do it and then deprived us of

the power of performing it. My
brethren and sisters, let us go from
this conference determined to con-

trol our tongues. That isn't much,
is it? And yet James says that he
who can control that little member
has control over his whole body.

God has given us the good tidings

to proclaim to the world. Our
whole stakes, from Canada in the

north to Mexico in the south, form
the bulwark in which are enclosed

people upon whom rests the respon-

sibility to give to the world, by their

acts, by their words, the testimony

that God has spoken again from
the heavens, that His Son, the

Savior of the world, appeared with

the Father in person and gave the

good news to Joseph Smith, the" boy
prophet, that the Gospel has been
restored to the earth with all the

blessings and powers that mankind

need to give them peace, happiness

and eternal life. We accomplish

these things by our daily acts. God
grant that we may show by these

that our wisdom does come from
above, that it is a Church of peace,

a Church of salvation, and that

there are men and women who
show by their fruit's that God is

with them—I pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

A contralto solo, "The earth is

the Lord's," was rendered by Sister
Agnes McMillan.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Works of righteousness essential to
salvation.—Intemperance and sex-
ual sin menacing the nations.—Duty
of Saints to discountenance and
eradicate evil.

"He that putteth his trust in me shall
possess the land aVid shall inherit my
holy mountain, and shall say, Prepare
the way, take up the stumbling block out
of the way of my people."

We believe in God the Eternal
Father and in His Son,Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost. This first

article of faith of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is

fundamental and indispensable to
the belief of every Christian man
and woman. We believe that with-
out faith it is impossible to please
God

; that we must believe in Him,
must believe that He is. We must
believe that He has control over our
destinies, and that we owe allegi-
ance and service to Him ; otherwise
there would be no desire upon our
part to find Him out or learn of His
ways. This first article of our faith'
is accepted by very many people, so
far as it applies to faith in our heav-
enly Father, who reject the remain-

'

der of it. Mohammed taught faith
in God, and that doctrine today is

the foundation of the Moslem re-


