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ber the Gospel of Jesus Christ is

one of good tidings. Preach it, live

it in your acts. Avoid the danger

of the saloon, tell your sons to avoid

it. Let the men whom you appoint

to represent you in your towns
know that you desire the saloons

closed before more human beings

are piled in that interminable mass
that whiskey and the saloon drag
down to destruction. But, I repeat

again, in meeting this condition, we
can take the higher stand of truth,

the stand of the Gospel.

The Gospel is our anchor. We
know what it stands for. If we
live it, feel it, and speak well of

the Gospel, of the Priesthood, of

the authorities in it, speak well even

of our enemies, we shall feel hap-

pier ourselves, and we shall be
preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Everybody can do this. It

is possible. God has not asked us

to do it and then deprived us of

the power of performing it. My
brethren and sisters, let us go from
this conference determined to con-

trol our tongues. That isn't much,
is it? And yet James says that he
who can control that little member
has control over his whole body.

God has given us the good tidings

to proclaim to the world. Our
whole stakes, from Canada in the

north to Mexico in the south, form
the bulwark in which are enclosed

people upon whom rests the respon-

sibility to give to the world, by their

acts, by their words, the testimony

that God has spoken again from
the heavens, that His Son, the

Savior of the world, appeared with

the Father in person and gave the

good news to Joseph Smith, the" boy
prophet, that the Gospel has been
restored to the earth with all the

blessings and powers that mankind

need to give them peace, happiness

and eternal life. We accomplish

these things by our daily acts. God
grant that we may show by these

that our wisdom does come from
above, that it is a Church of peace,

a Church of salvation, and that

there are men and women who
show by their fruit's that God is

with them—I pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

A contralto solo, "The earth is

the Lord's," was rendered by Sister
Agnes McMillan.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Works of righteousness essential to
salvation.—Intemperance and sex-
ual sin menacing the nations.—Duty
of Saints to discountenance and
eradicate evil.

"He that putteth his trust in me shall
possess the land aVid shall inherit my
holy mountain, and shall say, Prepare
the way, take up the stumbling block out
of the way of my people."

We believe in God the Eternal
Father and in His Son,Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost. This first

article of faith of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is

fundamental and indispensable to
the belief of every Christian man
and woman. We believe that with-
out faith it is impossible to please
God

; that we must believe in Him,
must believe that He is. We must
believe that He has control over our
destinies, and that we owe allegi-
ance and service to Him ; otherwise
there would be no desire upon our
part to find Him out or learn of His
ways. This first article of our faith'
is accepted by very many people, so
far as it applies to faith in our heav-
enly Father, who reject the remain-

'

der of it. Mohammed taught faith
in God, and that doctrine today is

the foundation of the Moslem re-



ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS. ill

ligion. The Jews believe in the God
of Abraham; but neither of these

peoples acknowledge Jesus Christ

as the Son of God, nor as the Savior

of the world. The Latter-day

Saints believe in thje divinity of

Jesus Christ—not that He was sim-

ply a reformer, a prophet of
^
His

time, one seeking to establish right-

eousness, but that He is the Son of

the living God and the Redeemer of

the world.

We believe in the Holy Ghost,

which bears record of the Father

and the Son, and which, when we
are in possession of it, leads us into

all truth.

While we believe that these first

doctrines of the Church are funda-

mental and indispensable, we do not

regard them as sufficient to assure

exaltation to the presence of our

Father in heaven,'but that they must

be accompanied by works; that we
must do the will of the Father, keep

the commandments which He has

given us, in order that we may be

brought back into His presence.

This congregation is made up large-

ly of Latter-day 'Saints, people who
have accepted these first principles

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who
have repetited of their sins, gone
down into the waters of baptism,

and have received the gift of the

Holy Ghost by the laying on of

hands. You have come up here to

the mountains of Ephraim, that you
may learn the way of the Lord, that

you may learn to walk in His paths.

I am sure it is for that purpose that

you are here this afternoon, that

you may be taught the way of the

Lord. This congregation, undoubt-
edly, represents officially a great

majority of the members of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. The presiding author-

ities of the Church are here
;
presi-

dents of stakes are here ; high coun-

cilors are here ; bishops of wards,

and men and women who preside

over the auxiliary organizations of

the Church—all are here this after-

noon that you may learn better the

way of the Lord and how to walk
in His paths. You are watch-men
upon the towers of Zion, and the

Lord has said, "Except ye warn
the wicked man of his wickedness,
and he die in his iniquity, his blood
will I require at your hands ; but if

ye warn the wicked, and he repent
not, you have delivered your soul."
My brethren and sisters, I under-
stand the Lord to mean by this, that
we who profess to follow Him, we
who have been called to feed the
flock of Christ, are to be advocates
of righteousness, that we are to
teach the word of the Lord by pre-
cept and by example, that we are to
make plain that straight and narrow
path in which Fie would have all of
His children walk; in other words,
that we are to remove the stumbling
blocks from the way of the Lord, so
far as it is in our power to do so.

Where the stumbling blocks cannot
be removed, they can at least be
marked, that their existence may be
known, in order that they may be
avoided.

I had been wondering what I
should say to this congregation, be-
cause I thought that, probably, I
might be asked to speak to you, and
I felt at a loss until a circumstance
which occurred, a- short time ago,
led me to a chain of thought and
suggested a subject to which I shall
briefly refer. I love to advocate
the

^
doctrines of the Gospel of

Christ, because I believe in them
with all my heart. I love to teach
the way of redemption, which the
Savior of mankind taught, because
I know it to be the oower of God
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unto salvation ; and I do not believe

that there is any other way under

heaven by which men and women
can be saved, or by which prower is

given them over the sins of the worK'

except through obedience to the

Gospel. I love to speak of and to

think of the good that exists in the

world. This is a good world which

the Lord has given us; there are

abundance of good things, in it

—

everything, in fact, that we could

desire, to make us happy, if only

utilized as our Father designed that

they should be. I feel depressed

when I think and talk of evils which

exist. To place myself in conflict

with existing conditions, when I

know that by so doing I may be

subject to criticism, that my words
may be misinterpreted and misun-

derstood ; to feel that I may be crit-

icized and that my views may not

meet with the approbation of people

whom I would desire to please,

—

does not make me happy; it never

did make me happy to think of evil,

nor to talk about it. Yet, when I

see conditions existing in the coun-

try—this God-given country of ours

—which it seems to me are striking

at the very foundation of society,

conditions which have resulted in

the downfall of nations, in times

past, and which must inevitably re-

sult in the downfall of nations, or

communities, or individuals, wher-
ever they continue,—when it seems
to me that these conditions are sure-

ly, if slowly, fastening themselves

upon this country of ours, I feel

constrained to raise my voice in

warning to my brethren and sisters

against them. T believe that I fully

appreciate the value of care and
wisdom in handling all great ques-

tions, particularly where questions

arise in which men and women may
conscientiously differ in their opin-

ion. I have never desired to be an
extremist. I have never liked sen-

sationalism. I have never liked of-

fensive partisanship in anything. I

do not like it, even in the advocacy
of the word of the Lord, because I

do not consider it necessary. But
those things against which the Lord
has spoken, which are fundamental-

ly wrong, those things against

which the servants of the Lord have
always warned us,— to those things

at least, it seems to me, I should feel

justified in referring, even at the

risk of being misunderstood. I do
not expect that my views, nor the

views of the Church, are going to be
adopted by all people. I recognize
the fact that in this country in

which we live, majorities rule, and
that minorities must be subject to

them. This is all right, and I sub-
mit to it ; but I also submit that ma-
jorities are not always right, and
while I yield, I may still remain un-
converted.

Some little time ago, it was my
pleasure to be in a great city, and I

rode through its streets with a com-
panion. I admired its beautiful res-

idences ; I admired its public build-
ings; I admired its parks, and the
things which men had done to em-
bellish it. As we passed down one
of its streets, I saw upon the wall of
a dwelling a placard, just a yellow
piece of cloth, which had "Small-
pox" printed on it. I said to my-
self, that means that there is some
one sick there, and that placard,
which has been put there by health
officers, is a warning to other people
that they should not go into that
house during the period it is infect-
ed with this disease ; and I said to
myself, the people who live there, I
suppose, are also restrained from
going out. It is their own house;
they are unfortunately ill; why
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should the law lay its hand upon
them and prevent them from going

in and out of their own home, and

their friends going to their assist-

ance and going away again. I then

reasoned, it is because the" infection

that is there may be carried to other

people, and they may become sick;

and so I concluded that, after all,

it was well within the province of

the law to take control of that house

. during the period of infection, and
prevent people from either going in

or coming out of it. I knew that

after a while, if the patient recov-

ered, that he would go out clean and
without infection, and that neither

he nor those with whom he came
in contact would be in danger. We
went on and turned into another

street, and came to a great build-

ing. I saw the door swinging to

and fro, just a screen door that was
there. I looked in and saw that the

room was beautifully embellished.

There were mirrors ; there was mu-
sic. I heard the clink of glasses

;

I heard the laughter of men .and

women too, for as the door swung
back and forth I .''aw that there were
women there. My friend said,

"That is a saloon ; we call it a sa-

loon." Yes, and refreshments were
served there, for I saw "Ice Cream"
and "Refreshments" marked in

gr^at letters over the door ; and my
companion said, "Just back of it,

there in that group of buildings that

you see, there are' lawless men and
abandoned women; and there ri-

baldry, and Hcense and intemper-
ance reign supreme." Then my
mind reverted back to that other

house. On thfs house there was no

'

placard, nothing on the door to
•warn people that it was a danger-
ous place to go; yet I thought to

myself of the two, the danger to

society, the danger of infection, is

far greater in this latter place than
in the former. Why isn't there

some warning there ? Why are not

people given to understand the

dangers of this place? Why are

they, upon the contrary, invited in-

to it? Why is this condition legal-

ized and licensed here in this beauti-

ful city ; then I , thought of some-
thing else, and I am going to refer

to it. I know that I am discussing

a delicate question, but I thought
of this; only a few days before I

had read in one of the great maga-
zines of the country, that they had
taken the trouble to collect statistics,

and that the medical fraternity of

the United States had reported to
them that 75 per cent of all the men
in the great cities of this country,
between the ages of 18 and 28 years
were infected with disease that was
almost incurable, as the result of
their acquaintance with just such
places as this to which I have re-

ferred—not diseases that can be eas-
ily eradicated, but that are handed
down to the third and fourth gener-
ations of those who forget God and
neglect to keep His commandments.
I said to myself, the one great evil

that menaces this nation today, the
one great evil which menaces the
Church—for whatever menaces the
nation is a menace to the Church;
thank God, these things do not exist
in the Church ; they are no part of
it

;
they never have been, and if the

Gospel of Jesus Christ could prevail,
there would be no such places in the
world—but I said to myself, the
greatest menace to this nation today,
and the greatest fnenace or enemy
which the Church of Christ has to
combat is intemperance and sexual
sin. I just wanted to say that word
to my brethren here this afternoon.
You men who preside over the des-
tinies of this people—isn't it a
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stumbling block that is in the path ?

Every power that Satan can con-

ceive of is exercised in defense of

this evil, alid all his forces are

marshalled to support it, to pro-

mote it, to protect it. Now, the way
to combat these evils, if I were go-

ing to suggest a plan, would be to

fellow the policy suggested by
Brother McKay. I do not want to

advocate offensive measures. I on-

ly want to say to my brethren and
sisters that that which the law legit-

imately and properly authorizes yOu
and me to do, that much, at least,

we are justified in doing; and, re-

gardless of the law, it becomes our
duty, every one of us, to make
known to our children, to the chil-

dren of our brethren and sisters,

and to the children of our friends

in the world, the existence of this

deadly menace, in the hope that they
may be persuaded to avoid it. When
Rome adhered to her simple life,

when the honor of her men and the

virtue of her women were above
reproach, she became the mistress of

the world; but when these things,

to which I have referred, gradually
fastened themselves upon her, she
went into dissolution.

One of the things I was im-
pressed with, when I first went to

Mexico, a few years ago, was a very
beautiful growth which I observed
upon the trees there. It was in the

winter that I went there, but, as I

traveled up those streams, I noticed
tha.t here and there, along the

way, there was an occasional tree

that was dotted with green—some-
times only one bunch, sometimes
many bunches, all beautiful and
green. I examined it and found it

to be mistletoe. It seemed to be
rather an embellishment to look at

it, but after a while, as I went fur-

ther up one of these canyons, one

day, I observed a tree that was dy-

ing. It was literally covered with

mistletoe, this beautiful plant. The
fact of the matter was that the plant

had fastened itself upon the tree just

as other "parasites fasten themselves

upon that which other people create,

until it had sapped the last bit of

life out of it, and the tree had died.

This shrub does not grow from the

earth, as other plants do, it does not

struggle for existence, as God seems-

to have designed that all good
things shall struggle for their ex-

istence, from infancy to old age ; but
it just waits till the tree has grown,
till the tree has made the struggle

and has become vigorous, and then
the first thing you know you will

see a bunch of mistletoe sprout out
on one of the branches. After 3

while it goes to another branch, and
then to another, and if left, as I

have said, it takes away the life of

the tree. Well, I said. to myself, it

would be better to cut it off, better

to remove that single bunch that

has appeared,—and I made it 9

practice to do that with my own
trees thereafter, and I found that it

was an easy matter to keep it down,
but if left to itself, if kept there

because of its beauty—and it is a
thing of beauty—it became a thing
of danger. So, my brethren ^nd
sisters, that which God has ordained
for the good of ma;n, that which
makes men and women happy, that
which makes men and women tem-
perate, that which makes men and
women virtuous, that which leads
men and women to believe in God
and Christ and to serve Them—that
we cultivate, that we cherish, that

, we care for. But that which comes
into our midst, when the tree has be-
come strong, and fastens itself up-
on us, with no other purpose in the
world except to sap our life-blood.
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better cut it right off; better get

rid of it, hadn't we ? I think so. So
I want to say that any legitimate

means which is in your power and
mine we should exercise in the spir-

it of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for

the eradication of rtiese things as

they exist in the world, and to keep
them out of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, that

they may have no place in it. God
bless you, my brethren and sisters,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

CLOSING REMARKS.

Announcement of deaths of mission-
aries.—Baptisms in 1909.—Prayer \n
behalf of the erring.—Heaven's
choice blessings invoked upon the

,
faithful.

An item of sad information to the

congregation is the fact that Broth-
er John H. Cartwright, of Beaver,

Utah, died October 22nd, 1909, of

typhoid fever, while laboring in the

Western States mission ; Griffith E.

Williams, of Thomas, Bingham
county, Idaho, died September 25th,

1909, of appendicitis, in the British

Mission; and William Funk, of

Claresholm, Canada, died December
20, 1909,-^ of typhoid fever, in the

Northwestern States Mission.

I know that the sympathy and
love of this vast congregation, as

well as of all the Latter-day Saints,

go out to the kindred and loved ones

of these dear brethren who have
laid down their lives in the ministry,

while making their best effort to

proclaim the Gospel of liberty and
of life and salvation to the inhab-

itants of the world.

Another item of information that,

may be of interest is this: During

the year 1909, 9,143 persons were
baptized in the stakes of Zion; and
5,391 persons were baptized in the

missions of the Church during the

same period ; making a total of per-

sons baptized, 14,534.

I do not intend .to prolong the

meeting. I wish merely to say that

my heart is full of blessing for this

people and for all people—for all

mankind. I love the good, the up-

right, the manly, the honorable, the

pure in heart everywhere in the

world ; and the foolish and unfortu-

nate have my sympathy and my pity.

I pray God the Eternal Father to

help the erring to forsake the error

of their ways, that He will help

those that are in darkness, to come
to the knowledge of the truth and
into the light, that they may walk
in the light as Christ is in the light,

that they may have fellowship with

Him and His people, and that He
may cleanse them from all sin.

May peace abide upon the people

of God everywhere, upon the people

of our state and upon the people of

our glorious country. May the

blessing of the Lord attend the ad-

ministration of our Government;
may 'His power and Spirit pervade

the halls of Congress and enlighten

the men who enact laws for.the gov-
ernment of our nation ; and may
they acknowledge God in all things

and seek to please Him,and to enact

just laws, which may be executed in

such a way that the purposes of God
may be subserved and His will be

accomplished in the earth. This is

my earnest desire ; and, therefore, I

say, again, God bless Israel in all

your abidings, in your homes, in

your fields and farms, in your flocks

and your herds, and in all the labors

of your minds and the labors of
your hands; may peace dwell in

your midst; may prosperity attend


