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possibilities of development that we
may hope as eons of time shall pass
by, to see it rise to something-- that

is truly great and dignified, and
Avorth while to preserve. How
splendid that truth is

—

if, only, it is

true

!

So I might continue to go on,

step by step, through the whole
catalog of those great and true prin-

ciples that God has revealed to His
Church—the doctrine of resurrec-

tion from the dead—the reality and
tangibility of it I mean ; salvation

for the dead ; the eternity of the

marriage covenant, and so follow-

ing, if time would permit ; but the

one thought, the one idea, only, that

I hope to suggest in these remarks
is simply this : Since, admittedly,

these things are splendid and glor-

ious, if true, why will not men ap-

proach an investigation of them
from that standpoint? From the

standpoint that it is desirable to

have them established as true, if

possible—these several events in

which the Church had its origin,

and these splendid doctrines which
would mean so much for the uplift-

ing of the race—if true? Why not

start the investigation of this won-
derful message which we proclaim

to the world from that standpoint?

It seems to me that there is oppor-

tunity for more headway to be made
in solving these matters, if ap-

proached from that standpoint, than

to approach them in the spirit of

antagonism—since, admittedly, they

are glorious things, if, only, they

are true. That is the thought I

wanted to advance to this congrega-

tion.

In conclusion, I want to sav this

about it, for the Latter-day Saints,

and that is, so far as we are con-

cerned, it is solemn conviction with

us, that these several circum-

stances in which Mormonism had
its origin are absolutely true. These
principles that I have briefly allud-
ed to, and many more that will na-
turally suggest themselves to your
minds—many more principles that
we accept, and which minister to
the dignity and to the uplifting of
men, are absolutely true. They con-
stitute the center of truth on which
we stand, and from which we take
our outlook upon the world. From
this coigne of vantage we interpret

the meaning of the universe ; we
interpret the meaning of human
life. This is our orientation with
respect of things past, things pres-

ent, and things to come. Who is

there that can say that we do not
occupy a most magnificent position

from which we may interpret the

meanings of human life, the relation-

ship of individuals to the race, and
the race to God, and the relation-

ship of the individual to God? To
my mind it presents a position of

advantage the like of which is not

equalled in all the philosophies and
other religious systems of the

world.

A soprano solo, "In Thee, oh
God, do I put my trust," was sung
by Sister Irma Pendleton.
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The sin of criticising or fault finding.

—

Wrongful accusers In danger of God's
judgment.—Revelation an individual

privilege.—The man quick to censure
is often himself a transgressor.

I rejoice with you, my brethren

and sisters, in the counsel and in-

struction that have been given unto

us at the various sessions, so far, of

our semi-annual conference,

I desire to refer to one expression
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that was briefly made by one of our
speakers yesterday, and mentioned
again this morning, if I may be led

and directed by the Spirit of the

Lord ; and that is this : That it is

a serious thing for any member of

this Church to raise his voice against

the priesthood, or to hold the priest-

hood in disrespect ; for the Lord will

not hold such guiltless ; so He has
promised, and He will fulfill. I am
satisfied, in my own mind, that there

was not one person in this building

at the opening session of our con-

ference, who was not convicted in

his heart in listening to the testi-

monies and the instruction given by
our brethren of the Presidencv, that

they were honorable, honest, and
upright men ; that the}^ spoke the

truth. I am satisfied that to the

Latter-day Saints the conviction

came that they spoke under the in-

spiration of the Spirit of the Lord

;

that Spirit which they are entitled

to possess, and which, to my own
knowledge and satisfaction, they do

possess. It seems to be the heritage

of the ungodly, of the bigoted, and

of those who love iniquity, to sit in

judgment and to place themselves

as dictators, saying what shall be

done and what shall be said bv the

authorities of the Church. They

accuse the brethren of all manner of

iniquity, dissimulation, falsehood,

and try to cause a division between

them and the peo]:)le over whom
they preside. Thev take unto them-

selves tlie prerogative of saying

what shall and what shall not be the

doctrine of the Church, what shall

and what shall not be the govern-

ment of the Church, when it con-

cerns them not at all. But it is not

of this class particularly that I de-

sire to refer, but to those members

of the Church who have entered in-

to the waters of baptism and have

made covenants before the Lord,
that they will observe His laws and
respect His priesthood, who have
been persuaded, or w^ho are in dan-
ger of being persuaded, by such
characters. Occasionally, when a
man has himself committed sin and
has lost the spirit of the gospel, he
will raise his voice against the ac'-

tions of the authorities who preside

over the Church ; he will call them
in question, sit in judgment upon
them and condemn them. I wish to

raise a warning voice to all such
who hold membership in the

Church, and say unto them, that

they had better repent and turn un-
to the Lord, lest His judgments
come upon them, lest they lose the

faith and be turned from the truth.

I desire to read a few words from
some of our modern scriptures, that

were also briefly referred to this

morning"

:

Cursed are all those that shall lift

up the heel against mine anointed, saith
the Lord, and cry they have sinned when
they have not sinned before me, saith

the Lord, but have done that wrhich was
meet in mine eyes, and which I com-
manded them :

But those who cry transgression, do
it because they are the servants of sin,

and are the children of disobedience
themselves

;

And those who swear falsely against
my servants, that the}^ might bring them
into bondage, and death:
Wo unto them ; because they have of-

fended my little ones, they shall be sev-
ered from the ordinances of mine house

;

Their basket shall not be full, their

houses and their barns shall perish, and
they themselves shall be despised by
those that flattered them

;

They shall not have right to the priest-

hood, nor their posterity after them,
from generation to generation

;

It had been better for them that a mill-

stone had been hanged about their necks,

and they drowned in the depth of the
sea.

Wo unto all those that discomfort my
people, and drive, and murder, and testi-
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fy against them, saith the Lord of Hosts

;

a generation of vipers shall not escape
the damnation of hell.

Behold, mine eyes see and know all

their works, and I have in reserve a

swift judgment in the season thereof,

for them all

;

For there is a time appointed for every
man, according as his works shall be.

God shall give unto you (the saints)

knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea by
the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost,
that has not been revealed since the
world was until now

;

Which our forefathers have waited
with anxious expectation to be revealed
in the last times, which their minds were
pointed to, by the angels, as held in re-

serve of their glory

:

A time to come in the which nothing
shall be withheld, whether there be one
God, or many Gods, they shall be mani-
fest;

All thrones and dominions, principal-

ities and powers, shall be revealed and
set forth upon all who have endured vali-

antly for the gospel of Jesus Christ

;

And also if there be bounds set to

the heavens, or to the seas, or to the

dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars

;

All the times of their revolutions; all

the appointed days, months, and years,

and all the days of their days, months,

and years, and all their glories, laws,

and set times, shall be revealed, in the

days of the dispensation of the fullness

of times.

According to that which was ordained

in the midst of the Council of the Eter-

nal God of all other Gods, before this

world was, that should be reserved unto

the finishing and the end thereof, when
every man shall enter into his eternal

presence, and into his immortal rest.

How long can rolling waters remain

impure? What power shall stay the

heavens? As well might man stretch

forth his puny arm to stop the Missouri

river in its decreed course, or to turn it

up stream, as to hinder the Almighty

from pouring down knowledge from
heaven, upon the heads of the Latter-day

Saints.

Again I repeat that it is a serious

thing for a man holding a member-

.';hip in this Church to say in his

heart, or openly, that these men
holding the keys of the kingdom

have sinned, when they have not

sinned, and cause dissension, if it

is in his power to do so among his

ijrethren. The judgments of the
Lord will overtake him. He will

be brought in question before the
Lord, and shall be cast out and find
his place among the unbelievers;
and those who flattered him and en-
couraged him to raise up his heel

against his brethren will turn from
him and leave him to his shame. I

wish to testify that God has called

these men, that He has appointed
them, that He has given unto them
the revelations of His mind and
will ; that they have the inspiration

of His Spirit; that they are teach-
ing and leading this people in truth.

That is the conviction of everv Lat-
ter-day Saint who has the gospel at

heart. What time, since the organ-
ization of the Church has any of the

brethren, exercising the Spirit of
the Lord, ever taught this people
that which was false ? When have
they ever said unto you that you
should do that which was not right

;

that which would not make you bet-

ter citizens and better members of

the kingdom of God? You cannot,

nor can any man, in righteousness,

point to the time when any of them
have wilfully stated anything that

was contrary to the principles of

righteousness, or that did not tend
to make the people better in every
way, that did not build them up in

their salvation, temporally as well as

spiritually.

Now, if time would permit, I

would like to say a few words in

relation, also, to the part of this

scripture I have read, regarding the

pouring out of revelation. I shall

only briefly refer to it. I say to

you that the Lord blesses this peo-

ple through the inspiration that

comes to His servants, as they di-

rect, and teach, and expound the
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scriptures. The statement is often

made by the enemies of the people,

and we hear it upon the streets of

this city, from time to time, that

there is no revelation in the Church,

I say to you that there is revelation

in the Church. The Lord not only

blesses the men who stand at the

head and hold the keys of the king-

dom, but He also blesses every

faithful individual with the spirit

of inspiration. He gives His peo-

ple revelation for their own guid-

ance, wherein they keep His com-

mandments and serve Him. That

is a blessing promised, and within

their power to receive. We are blest

with revelation ; the Church is built

upon that foundation. All the rev-

elations given do not have to be

written. The inspiration rnay come

to the brethren, stating what shall

be done, or what shall not be done,

as the Lord directs them. It does

not have to be printed in a book.

AVe have revelations that have been

given, that have been written; some

of them have been published ; some

of them have not. Don't be de-

ceived by those falsifiers, those men

whose hearts are filled with evil,

and who say that the authorities

have sinned when they have not

sinned, who are themselves in the

bondage of iniquity and are trying

to destroy this work. So far as those

men are concerned, who try to tear

down and destroy, they do not

preach that which they themselves

believe. Thev do not teach the peo-

ple that which is true or try to show

them a better way, instead, they

heap abuse upon the heads of the

authorities of the Latter-day Saints.

Whenever you find a man who

spends his time abusing his neigh-

bors, trying to tear down other peo-

ple, you put it down that that man

is not possessed of the Spirit of the

Lord. But when a man tries to

build up, when he tries to show you
a better way, even though he be de-

ceived, you may know that he is

honest ; but never the man who tries

to tear you to pieces, who tries to

destroy, without offering you some-
thing better in return. Never is

such a man honest.

Thank the Lord for the gospel;
thank the Lord for the priesthood,

and for the testimony which v/e en-

joy that this is the. work of God.
May this be the blessing of each
one of us, is my prayer, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Professed teachers of God's word must
proclaim truth only.—The Church de-

sires its doctrines judged by the Bi-

ble.—Proof that angels have been
mortal men.—Misrepresentation the
usual weapon used against the Church.

There shall be false teachers among
you * * and many shall follow
their pernicious ways : by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be evil

spoken of.

Elder Roberts, in the course of

his very brief remarks—and only

brief remarks can be made in the

limited time which is allotted to us,

this morning—stated that the fun-

damental doctrines of the Church,

to which he referred, are true. It

is upon these doctrines that the

structure which we have builded

rests ; if they are not true, our hope

is vain. He said unequivocally that

these doctrines are true. I know
that this statement of his is not suf-

ficient evidence ; I know that it is

not proof of his assertion ; because

other men, stating it is not true,

might regard their evidence and the

declarations which they make as

equally in force, unless our state-


