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scriptures. The statement is often

made by the enemies of the people,

and we hear it upon the streets of

this city, from time to time, that

there is no revelation in the Church,

I say to you that there is revelation

in the Church. The Lord not only

blesses the men who stand at the

head and hold the keys of the king-

dom, but He also blesses every

faithful individual with the spirit

of inspiration. He gives His peo-

ple revelation for their own guid-

ance, wherein they keep His com-

mandments and serve Him. That

is a blessing promised, and within

their power to receive. We are blest

with revelation ; the Church is built

upon that foundation. All the rev-

elations given do not have to be

written. The inspiration rnay come

to the brethren, stating what shall

be done, or what shall not be done,

as the Lord directs them. It does

not have to be printed in a book.

AVe have revelations that have been

given, that have been written; some

of them have been published ; some

of them have not. Don't be de-

ceived by those falsifiers, those men

whose hearts are filled with evil,

and who say that the authorities

have sinned when they have not

sinned, who are themselves in the

bondage of iniquity and are trying

to destroy this work. So far as those

men are concerned, who try to tear

down and destroy, they do not

preach that which they themselves

believe. Thev do not teach the peo-

ple that which is true or try to show

them a better way, instead, they

heap abuse upon the heads of the

authorities of the Latter-day Saints.

Whenever you find a man who

spends his time abusing his neigh-

bors, trying to tear down other peo-

ple, you put it down that that man

is not possessed of the Spirit of the

Lord. But when a man tries to

build up, when he tries to show you
a better way, even though he be de-

ceived, you may know that he is

honest ; but never the man who tries

to tear you to pieces, who tries to

destroy, without offering you some-
thing better in return. Never is

such a man honest.

Thank the Lord for the gospel;
thank the Lord for the priesthood,

and for the testimony which v/e en-

joy that this is the. work of God.
May this be the blessing of each
one of us, is my prayer, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Professed teachers of God's word must
proclaim truth only.—The Church de-

sires its doctrines judged by the Bi-

ble.—Proof that angels have been
mortal men.—Misrepresentation the
usual weapon used against the Church.

There shall be false teachers among
you * * and many shall follow
their pernicious ways : by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be evil

spoken of.

Elder Roberts, in the course of

his very brief remarks—and only

brief remarks can be made in the

limited time which is allotted to us,

this morning—stated that the fun-

damental doctrines of the Church,

to which he referred, are true. It

is upon these doctrines that the

structure which we have builded

rests ; if they are not true, our hope

is vain. He said unequivocally that

these doctrines are true. I know
that this statement of his is not suf-

ficient evidence ; I know that it is

not proof of his assertion ; because

other men, stating it is not true,

might regard their evidence and the

declarations which they make as

equally in force, unless our state-
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ments can be sustained by proof.

We are living in a time of misrep-

resentation, a time when, it seems

to me, that the words quoted, which

the Apostle Peter spoke to the

Church of Christ in which he ad-

ministered, are exemphfied in the

fullest degree. I believe that I

sense the responsibility which

rests upon me when I stand up
here, professing to be a teach-

of the word of the Lord, to

speak the truth. I do not believe

that it is my prerogative, either, in

advocating my own faith, or in crit-

icizing the faith of another, to speak

that which is not true. I must not

be a false teacher, and it must not

be by reason of my words that the

truth is evil spoken of. It is not of-

ten that the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints pays attention

to misrepresentations, but. when
their doctrines are ridiculed, when
they are misrepresented, when they

are spoken of with contempt, and
when these things are published and
sent broadcast to the world, by which
men and women follow after the

falsehoods which are told, it be-

comes necessary, sometimes, to cor-

rect them, and expose the false basis

upon which men reached conclu-

sions in regard to the faith of the

Latter-day Saints.

From one of the local papers, I

clipped this report of a sermon
which was preached in this city,

only a short time ago, by a rever-

end gentleman. This report ap-

peared in a paper having a wide cir-

culation, and I thought to myself,

wherever that shall go, among peo-

ple who are not acquainted with

the Latter-day Saints, who know
nothing of their doctrines, impres-

sions that are very wrongful must,

necessarily, result. This man pre-

tends to be a teacher of the word

of the Lord, as it is contained ini

the Bible ; and one of the charges
which he makes against the Latter-
day Saints is that they do not like'

to have their faith compared with
the doctrines of Christ, as thev are
contained in the Bible ; that thev do'

not like to be held up against it.

I will read, so that I may not be
accused of misquoting his words

:

"I know that the Mormon church
does not like to be stood up by the

side of the Bible and compared with
it." Then follows a tirade against
the church. I wish to say to that

man and to the world, and to my
brethren and sisters, that there is

nothing which the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints more
desires than that they may be stood
up alongside of the Bible. It is the
one thing which they are endeavor-
ing, in their missionary work, to
bring to the attention of the world.
It is their one great desire that the

doctrines of the Church mav be
judged by the word of God. as it

is contained in this holy book. The
man wdio says to the contrary mis-
represents the fact, and if he is ac- 1

quainted with the subject which he
discusses, he knows that he misrep-
resents the facts ; and if he is not
acquainted with the subject, he is.

nevertheless, guilty, for he has no
right to discuss that which he does
not understand. I want to say, as

Brother Roberts does, that every

one of the doctrines of this Church,
its articles of faith, as promulgated
to the world by the Prophet Joseph
Smith, and the revelations of God,
which are contained in the Doctrine

and Covenants, are absolutely im-
pregnable from a Biblical stand- ,

point. There isn't one of them '

that can be successfully assailed

:

and this man ought to know it,

whether he does or not.
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I have read this discourse over

and over again, in the hope that I

might find in it something to indi-

cate sincerity, something to indi-

cate inteUigent investigation, but I

have not found it. He assails the

Prophet Joseph Smith; he ridicules

and scorns the thought of modern
prophecy. He ridicules the Book of

Mormon and, particularly, the man-

ner in which it was brought into

existence. Let me read just a few

words here, which will illustrate

this point. Quoting from the

Prophet Isaiah, he says : "To the

law and the testimony; for if they

speak not according to these, it is

because there is no truth in them."

I am glad he quoted that scripture,

because I want—just for a moment,

if I have time—to apply the law

and the testimony to him. "Take

the origin of the Book of Mormon,

to begin with—I am just going to

give you a sample—it is said that

Moroni, an angel, once a man, di-

rected Smith to the gold plates from

which it is claimed the book was

translated. Now, the unreasonable-

ness of this is quickly shown. First,

while men may become equal to the

angels, they never become angels.

Angels are an order of beings

greater than and created before

man." Upon this he bases his ar-

gument that the Book of Mormon
must be an imposture, that it could

not be true, because Joseph Smith

claimed that Moroni, the man who

visited him, the man who instruct-

ed him, the man who outlined to

him the great mission which God

had for him to perform, and the

n-ian—for I call him a man—who
delivered into his hands the plates

from which the Book of Mormon

was translated, is called an angel,

and because he had once been a

man. Now, my brethren and sis-

ters, the Lord uses men to accom-
plish His purposes here in the

earth. This earth was created for

man, and he was placed upon it that

he might here work out his salva-

tion, that he might live this Hfe of

probation and prove himself

worthy, or unworthy, of everlasting

life. There has never been a dis-

pensation, there has never been a

word of revelation given, by which
mankind is to be governed, so far

as I am aware, that has not come
through some man, from God,
through His servants. This is our
world. We are in it, and we are

interested in it. Whatever we shall

accomplish will be through our own
effort; and God will manifest His
will to us, through men, as He al-

ways has done. It may come by
His own voice to His servants ; He
may send ministering spirits to ad-

minister to them ; but it comes to

the people through the voice of men
chosen of God.
Now, I just want to quote one

passage of scripture—and the Bible

is full of just such things as I am
about to refer to here—to show you
the inconsistency of this man's ar-

gument, and to show you the way
of the Lord. The Lord has His
own way of doing these things. Un-
fortunately, men too often place

their own private interpretation up-

on them. The Lord once gave a

revelation to John, His loved dis-

ciple, who was. at the time, upon
the Isle of Patmos, in which he

reveals to us some of the most im-

portant things that ever have been

given to man ; and this is the way
He did it : "The revelation of Jesus

Christ which God gave unto him,

to show unto his servants things

which must shortly come to pass

;

and he sent and signified it bv His
angel unto His servant John."
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This seems very clear ; he sent and
signified it by His angel unto His
servant John, just as He has a habit

of doing; and that angel outlined

to John things which were to oc-

cur in the earth, from the begin-

ning to the very end thereof, that

wonderful book, the last book of the

Rible, which we call Revelation, or

the Apocalypse, gives this account

:

And he said unto me. These sayings
are faithful and true ; [so testified the
angel unto John].
And I John saw the'^e things, and

heard them. And when I had heard and
seen, I fell down to worship before the
feet of the angel which showed me these

things. [Now, what follows?!

Then saith he unto me. See thou do
it not; [Why?] for T am thy fellow ser-

vant, [this angel of God whom He had
sent] I am thy fellow servant, and of
thy brethren the prophets, and of them
which keep the sayings of this book.

So, it seems that Moroni was not
tlic first angel whom God had sent

^^•ith a message to the inhabitants

of the earth. It seems that he was
not the first angel who had had a

similar commission, and who had
1 cen a prophet, for this messenger
bears witness to John that he him-
-'df was his fellow servant of the

'^roohets and of those who keep the

sayings of this book. But, yet. this

man would undertake to make peo-

ple believe that because of the fact

tliat Joseph Smith thus received the

\vord of God, he was an imposter.

He follows this up by making
another erroneous statement: "Jo-
seph Smith and his successors al.so

teach the continuation of an Aa-
ronic priesthood since the cross

;

that Mormonism holds it. That,

loo, is in direct conflict with the

lioly scriptures." Has any one ever

lieard the doctrine by an elder of

this Church that the Aaronic priest-

hood had continued since the cross?

I would like to read here again, just
a short extract from Joseph Srnith's
statement

:

We still continued in the work of
translation, being the 7th of April. I
commenced to translate the Book of
Mormon, and he began to write. [Re-
ferring to OHver Cowderv]. We still
continued the work of translation when,
m the ensuing month of May, 1829, we
on a certain day went into the woods to
pray and inquire of the Lord respecting
baptism for the remission of sins, that
we found mentioned in the translation
of the plates. While we were thus em-
ployed, praying and calFrng upon the
Lord, a messenger from heaven descend-
ed in a cloud of light. Having laid his
hands upon us, he ordained us saying:
Upon you my fellow servants, in the

name of the Messiah, T confer the
Priesthood oi Aaron, which holds the
keys of the ministering of angels, and of
the gospel of repentance, and of bap-
tism by immersion for the remission of
sins

: and this shall never he taken again
from the earth, until the sons of Levi do
offer again an offering unto the Lord
in righteousness.
He said that this Aaronic priesthood

liad not the power of laying on hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, but that
this should be conferred upon us here-
after. He commanded us to go and be
baptized; gave us directions that I
should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and af-
terwards that he should baptize me.

So, my brethren and sisters, the
Tattcr-day Saints do not claim the
continuation of the Aaronic priest-

hood from the cross, but that in the
year 1829. as stated in this brief
,-iccount which is given bv the
I 'roi^het, it was restored to the earth
by John the Baptist, another angel
who liad been a man. the same man
that had been beheaded by Herod
of Jerusalem, because he bore wit-

ness against his iniquity, the same
man who held the keys of the ./\a-

ronic priesthood in the meridian of

time, the same man who baptized

the Savior of the world in the river

Jordan. Who had a better right?
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Who more logically, who more na-
turally, who more reasonably should
have restored the keys of that

priesthood in this dispensation than

John the Baptist? He bears wit-

ness here that he was that John who
was called John the Baptist.

I shall not continue to discuss

this sermon; but I call your atten-

tion to the fact that just such ser-

mons as this are beino^ sent broad-

cast, in which the faith of the Lat-

ter-day Saints is misrepresented, in

which it is held up to ridicule. Boys
and girls do not like to have the

finger of scorn pointed at them, or

the faith of their fathers held up to

derision ; and there is nothing else

in this sermon from beginning to

end. Not in one single instance has

this man attempted to prove that

the faith of the Latter-day Saints is

not based upon the doctrines of

Christ, as they are taught in the

Bible, except the one that I have

quoted. That is the only scripture

that he quotes to sustain his conten-

tion, and I have shown you how
ridiculous that contention is. Do
not be influenced, neither saint nor

sinner. Latter-day Saint nor unbe-

liever, by such sophistry. Before

you reach conclusions, investigate

this question. There may be some

excuse for men who reason from

their own philosophy; there may
be some excuse for men who do not

profess to be believers in the Bible

;

but for these professed teachers of

Christianity, these men who profess

to make the Bible the basis of their

faith, I say that they are inconsis-

tent ; I say that they are either in-

sincere and wilfully wrong, or else

they are woefully ignorant of the

subjects which they treat. The Lat-

ter-day Saints stand before the

world today with the Bible as the

basis of their faith. Nothing would

make them happier than that we

all come together and, making that

the basis of our faith, be governed
by it. We are willing to be judged
by that rule, by the law and the

testimony. 'Tf they speak not ac-

cording to that, it is because there

is no light in them."

That is just exactly what is the

matter with the world. They do
not accept the Bible as the word of

God, notwithstanding the fact that

they profess faith in it. They teach

for doctrines the commandments of

men; they divine for hire; they

preach for money ; and their stock

in trade, particularly, just at the

present time, seems to be to be-

little the Church of Christ and the

Latter-day Saints. They will fail

just as ignominiously as have every

other people failed who have raised

up their voices against the kingdom
of God. They will be just as great-

ly disappointed as is a hungry man
who, in his sleep, dreams that he

eats, and thinks that he is satisfied

;

but when he wakes, he finds that

he is still hungry. Or a thirsty

man who, in imagination, drinks

in his sleep, and thinks that his

thirst is quenched ; but when he

arises his soul still has aopetite. A
man remarked, only a few days

ago, so I was informed by a friend,

that it was only a question of a lit-

tle time till the Mormon Church

would fall of its own weight. Take

the advice of Gamaliel then, and

just let the Church alone, let it fall

of its own weight. It is not in-

juring anybody; it is only seeking

to establish righteousness, preach-

ing only the doctrines of the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ. It is only hold-

ing up to the world the word of the

Lord as it is contained in the Bi-

ble ; and if we do, also, contend that

the Book of Mormon contains the

word of God, it is a very easy mat-

ter to prove it by comparing it with
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the doctrines in the Bible, and we
are vindicated there, iust as we are

upon every other point.

Now, my brethren and sisters, re-

member this ; do not forget it : You
are a thou^g^htful lot of men and
women. Think of yourselves ; act

••for yourselves ; know for your-

selves, right from wrong; do what
God shall manifest to you is your
duty, every day of your life. The
Lord will take care of this work

;

He will magnify it ; and it will nev-

er fall of its own weight, but it will

continue to grow stronger every

day, from this day henceforth, un-

til it shall prevail in all the world.

I bear this testimony to you,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Joseph F. Smith said,

'T think the sentiment expressed by

the Apostle Paul is very appropri-

ate at this moment—T am not

ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for

it is the power of God imto salva-

tion.' And we have it."

President Smith stated that an

entertainment bureau had been es-

tabhshed in the office of Elias Mor-
ris & Sons, at South Temple and
Richards streets, and that those who
lacked places of entertainment

might report there and be supplied.

Those having" places to offer for

lodging and boarding during con-

ference were also invited to notify

the entertainment committee.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn

:

Now let us rejoice in the clay of salva-

tion;

No longer as strangers on earth need
we roam,

Good tidings are sounding to us and
each nation,

And shortly the hour of redemption
will come.

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder George Osmond.

Conference adjourned until 2
p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference was resumed at 2

p. m., in the Tabernacle.

President Joseph F. Smith called

the congregation to order.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn

:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent
word

!

What more can He say than to you He
hath said,

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled.?

Prayer was offered by Elder Wil-
liam A. Moody.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn :

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah

!

Jesus anointed that "Prophet and
Seer"—

Blessed to open the last dispensation

;

Kings shall extol him and nations re-

vere.

ELDER DAVID 0. M'KAY.

Inestimable importance of a testimony
of the truth.—Reputation for good
standing in Church inspires confidence.

—Truthfulness of individual testimony
Droven by life.—The world arraigned

by reverend gentleman.—True Saints

will manifest they are governed by
truth.

"Praise to the man who com-
muned with Jehovah !" And praise

to the people who know that he held

that communion.


