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OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow session of the Con-

ference was held in the Assembly

Hall, adjoining the Tabernacle, at

10 a. m., Sunday, Oct. 9th, 1910.

The services were presided over by

Elder Anthony W. Ivins. Prof. C.

J. Thomas conducted the singing

exercises, in which members of the

Temple Choir participated.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Lord, we come before Thee now,

At Thy feet we humbly bow

;

Do not Thou our suit disdain

;

Shall we seek Thee, Lord, in vain?

Prayer was offered by Elder Fer-

dinand E. Hintze.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-

tion ;

No longer as strangers on earth need

we roam,

Good tidings are sounding to us and each

nation,

And shortly the hour of redemption

will come.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

All members of Church should be able

to state good reasons for faith.—

Enumeration of virtues inculcated by

the Gospel.—Civil lavys of this co.ai-

trv as binding as Divine laws.

The Apostle Paul, among other

good things which he said to the

saints among whom he ministered,

was that they ought always to be

ready to give to any person who

might ask them a "reason for the

hope which was within them." In

other words, every member of the

Church of Christ ought so well

to understand the doctrines of

His gospel that they would be

able to explain them, that they

would be able to expound them,

and be able, in case any one

not a member of the Church should
ask them why they were members
of it, why they professed faith in

Jesus Christ as the Savior of the

world and had identified themselves
with His Church, that they would
be able to tell them. I believe that

this congregation of Latter-day
Saints—and it would apply also to

the great congregation which is as-

sembled this morning in the tab-

ernacle, and to the manv thousands
of members of the Church who are

not in attendance at this conference

—that, almost without exception,

men and women would be able to

give a good reason for their faith.

In my opinion, in no other gospel

dispensation, at no other period in

the world's history, have the mem-
bers of the Church at large been
so well informed in regard to its

doctrine ; never before have there

been afforded facilities so ample
that men and women may learn by
reading from books, and through

the testimonv of the Lord's ser-

vants, what the fundamental prin-

ciples and doctrines of the Church
of Christ are, as in the dispensa-

tion in which we live. If there is

any one of us who does not know
why we are members of Christ's

Church, if there is any one of us

"

who does not understand the great

work of the Lord which has beeti

established in this di.spensation of

the fullness of times, it is our own
fault. The Lord desires that every

Latter-day Saint should have this

knowledge. He desires that every

one of us should enjoy the testi-

mony of the gospel which comes
to us through the gift of the Holy
Ghost, by which we know that this

is the work of the Lord. He de-

sires us all to understand and be

able, from our own experiences, to
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bear witness to the world that the

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

has in it the "power of God unto
salvation." We have experienced
the blessings which have come to us
through obedience to those doc-

trines, every one of us. personally,

and not because of the testimony

of other men and women; I thank
the Lord for this. I thank Him
that this testimony is not confined

to any particular class of people in

the Church. I thank Him that it

is not spoken in any special lan-

guage, but that, wherever in the

world men- and women repent of

their sins, and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and go down into the

waters of baptism and are im-

mersed in similitude of His death,

coming out of the water in simili-

tude of His resurrection, the Spir-

it of the Lord does come upon
them, and they know by the gift

and power of the Holv Ghost that

they have done the will of the Lord,

and are engaged in His work. I

bear this witness to you, my breth-

ren and sisters, this morning ; and
these are reasons which I give to

the world for mv faith, and the hope
of everlasting life which I have.

I love the gospel of Christ, be-

cause it has taught me every vir-

tue which men and women should

aspire to. It has taught me that

I must be an honest man. It has

taught me that I must be a tem-

perate man. It has taught me that

I must be a virtuous man. It has

taught me. that I must be a merci-

ful man, that I must be a patient

man, that I must be an industrious

man ; that I must love the Lord,

my God, and seek in my weak-
ness to serve him, and that as I

love him so I must love and serve

my fellow men. It has taught me
that T must be a law-abiding man,

that I must love law and order,
that I must sustain and uphold and
help to magnify, not onlv the law
of the Lord, not only that law which
is spiritual and which deals with
my conscience and my acts before
God, my Father, but the law of
man.

The laws of men, the civil law,
is our only safe-guard and protec-
tion against anarchy, against con-
fusion

; and I thank God for civil

law, by which society is controlled
and governed and held together, by
which the weak are protected
against the strong, by which the
strong are restrained, and by which
the rights of men and women are
protected and safe-guarded in

this country in which we live,

above every other countrv in

the world. It is true that civil

law is not always just what we
think it ought to be. It is true that
it does not always conform just ex-
actly to our ideas. It is true that in

the administration of civil law, ad-
ministrators are not alwavs as

righteous and just as they ought to

be, and as the righteous would
have them ; but, my brethren and
sisters, when we consider the com-
plex questions which are involved

in the administration of civil law,

the wonder is that law makers have
been able to evolve a system so

just, so equitable and so nearly

right according to the law of God
as the civil law which exists in this

country today. We must remem-
ber that civil law cannot be framed
for special purposes. We must re-

member that in considering these

cemplex questions, legislators must

take into consideration the elements

with which thev have to deal : that

the law applies to believers and un-

believers, to saints and sinners, to

Greek and Roman ; to Englishmen
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and Scandinavian and German
alike ; that it applies alike to Chin-

ese. Japanese, and East Indian who
may come to this land, which has

been made the land of refug:e for

the oppressed of all nations. So

I say, when we think carefully, I

believe we will a.q^ree that the civil

law of our land is good. The gos-

pel teaches me to be obedient to it.

to honor it, to sustain it, and to

uphold it, just as I expect to honor

and sustain and uphold the laws

of God. These things pertain to

the gospel of the Lord^^ Jesus Christ.

They are fundamental, and they are

good reasons to me whv I should

adhere to the Church for I do not

find the ''power of God unto salva-

tion," I do not find that which has

in it power to redeem men and

women from the sins of the world,

outside of it. So I stand here and

bear witness that it is true. I thank

God that vou who are assembled

know these things just as well as

I do.

Afay the Lord bless you and

strengthen your faith, and His
Spirit continue with you forever,

that all of us may be found worthy

and may find our way back into

His presence, 1 pray, through Je«;us

Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES A. CALLIS.

(President of Southern States Mission.)

1 brethren and sisters, in serving

the Lord we reap everlasting ioy.

We are not striving for the praise

of men, but for the praise and hon-

or that comes from God only. We
are told, on page six hundred and

twenty-one of the Book of Mor-

mon, "And by the power of the

Holy Ghost ye may know the truth

of all things." This is a great com-

fort to the Latter-day Saints. Our
faith stands not in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God. The
testimonies we have received of the

truth and divinity of this gospel do
not rest upon delusions. Our testi-

monies rest upon the rock of reve-

lation, ancient and modern, and,
standing upon that rock we are se-

cure from doubts, divisions and dis-

sensions, if we give heed to the

promptings of the Spirit of God,
which every faithful Latter-day
Saint is entitled to possess for his

or her guidance. ^lore and more,
it becomes ai)parent that Joseph
.Smith sjjoke the truths for which
the souls of men were and are

yearning. We ourselves do not ful-

ly ajipreciate the benefit and the

eternal riches that the testimony
of the truth of the gospel brings to

us. P,y the power of the Holy
( ihost we may know the truth of all

tilings ; and as John the Revelator
said, "The anointing which we have
received of him" (God) does not

render it necessary that we be

taught of men. Hut we are taught
l;y the inspiration of the Holy
( ihost, and led by God's servants

whom He hath appointed to lead

and to guide His people to edify

them and to bring them to the

unity of the faith.

What has this testimony of the

gosi^el done for us? A great many
people in the world today are

considerably exercised over the

{[uestion whether there can be any
communication froiu tlic spirit

world to this world. Only a few
weeks ago an eminent scientist and
])hilosopher died. He had prom-
ised his friends that if it were pos-

sible for him to do so, he wouM
communicate with them after his

death. These people are now living

in a state of expectancy, filled with


