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The Latter-day Saints, imbued with

this living', divine hope, this glor-

ious knowledge, this wealth of testi-

mony, will, by right living, purify

themselves with this splendid hope

until they rise to life eternal, heirs

of God and joint heirs with Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG.

(Of First Council of Seventj'.)

This is the first time I have had
an opportunity of attending con-

ference for some few months, and

I have enjoyed the conference dur-

ing the short time that I have been

permitted to attend meetings, al-

though I have had some duties that

have called me away. T hope, the

few minutes I shall speak to you
that my mind mav be clarified, and
that such things mav come from
me as a message that will build you
up, something of the message that

has been given by the other breth-

ren who have spoken to you.

I was impressed with one remark
that Brother Tvins made, in refer-

ence to the duty of the Saints of

God to live up to law, for it is

living up to law (which is always
as just as man can make it) that

makes a man free. It is obedience

to the law of God that makes a man
live his higher self every dav, and
it is obedience to the law of our
country and of our state that makes
good citizens at the polls, good citi-

zens in our homes, good citizens on
the street. Obedience to the law
of God and obedience to the civil

law raises the saints of the Most
' High God to the highest types of

citizenshi]). Tt is one trait of Mor-
monism, that has alwavs been to me
a leading ethical thought, that the

more we live up to law in our daily

lives, the more we live up to our

higher selves, the freer we become,
the more intelligent we are, and the

better interpreters of life are we
before the world. And I believe

that the Mormon people, the Lat-

ter-da}' Saints, have already become
the best interpreters of the mean-
ing of life, of any people who have
been on the face of the globe.

A few months ago a Doctor
Pfleiderer, of the L'niversity of Ber-
lin, lectured to the students in the-

ology, and he declared there before

his class, that the world had been
seeking truth for hundreds of years,

and he believed that gradually had
the world been finding truth ; but

above all. what man needs today,

said the learned doctor, is not so

much of delving into mystic truth

that rules the universe, but what
man needs is to take hold of the

common man, the common self, in

the every day affairs of life, and
teach him to live his best life. That
is what is needed, it is the uplift-

ing of the common man. It is the

making of every human being to

see the divinitv and the majestv of

his own power, and standing up in

that majesty and in that divinity,

he respects himself as an individual,

and respects all other people as

well. In respecting himself as an

individual, he respects his divinity,

he respects his virtue, his honor, he

respects all men ; thereby he lifts

himself into that grade and that

standard of moralitv and of man-
hood and of verv soul that makes
him an ideal man—makes for the

best, especially of Christian men
and women, makes for the best type

of citizenship. A\'^e often forget this

point.

It has been decreed of every one
of us that we are divine, that our
souls are divine, and the organized
intelligence that we possess means
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that we should ^o on to perfection,

adding- each day a little to our pow-
er because of our free will to act.

It is the majesty and cleanliness of

the soul that the gospel of Jesus

Christ teaches us, that makes this

gospel so great. It is not to be

wondered at today that Alormon-
ism has permeated the nooks and
crannies of the world. It is only a

few months ago that a poor monk
in far off Austria wrote a thesis on
the rise and growth of the Mor-
mon Church in the United States,

declaring it to be one of the forces

of the world with which the world
has yet got to reckon. Though we
are in our youth, nay. in our in

fancy, we will, as we live near to

God in the dignity and majesty of

our own souls, become a light to the

world ; and the world will question

us, and try to make us out, in time.

I have faith that the world will y^t

understand us. We must remem-
ber that over a billion five hundred
millions of people now living are

all God's children, and God is just

as anxious for the Boer or the Hot-
tentot, or the native of the South
,Sea Islands—just as anxious for

the misguided girl of the under-

world, or the pauper of the slums

in the city, to have them all come
back to Him as He is for us, or for

any other people. He is a God of

love and though we have been

taught that we are the people of

God, we are only the people of God
as we live God's laws, and as we
live our best selves. As we live

well and in truth we become the peo-

ple of love, people of honor, peo-

ple of integrity and honesty, who,

when we give our word as indi-

viduals, will abide by that word.

When we arise in the morning we
will dedicate our lives to God, be-

cause it is from communion with

our Father that we derive the pow-
er that enables us to live that true
life, that high life, that honest life

for which every Latter-day Saint

should contend, yea, every Chris-

tian of the world. And we obtain

the testimony of the Spirit of God
through our lives. Mormonism may
become a mere shell that we lay

upon the shelf, it may be a mere
sounding brass to each individual.

We are to see that with all the acts

of baptism, the administration of

the sacrament, with our prayers,

with our fast offerings, with the

offering of tithes to God, that be-

hind it all there stands a cleanli-

ness, a majesty, a power of our own
souls and intellect, the power to

know and the power to love, to wor-

ship Him, for the truth that is in

Him, and to worship God, and Him
crucified. That gives us the spir-

it of Mormonism. We obtain that

spirit, the truth of it, the sweet-

ness of it, the very marrow and the

vitality of it, by our every day lives.

Not the life of tomorrow, but the

life of yesterday and the life of to-

day, which go invariably to mold

our thoughts for tomorrow.

I believe, my brethren and sis-

ters, in the revelations of God to

man. I believe in my country, and

in my people, and in fact, in all

the race, for the race is to be saved.

Mormonism is no condemning in-

fluence, it is a saving: influence for

every individual child of the living

God. And it is an influence, in the

words of President Young, that

"makes bad men good and good

men better." It is an influence and

power that makes men good loyal

citizens each day. When we live

the daily life of practicability, the

life of practice, we are drawing

near to our Maker. The gospel of

Tesus Christ is, after all, the gos-
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pel of the deed, the gospel of the

act. When Christopher Columbus
stood before the learned doctors and
professors of the university of Sala-

manca, where he had decided to ap-

pear, one of the old priors of the

convent near by said to him: ''How
dost thou know that by sailing west

new lands may be found?" Colum-
bus tried to explain, but failing to

do so he declared it to be the light

of God to him, and that by sailing

west he could find new land. ''I

know it," said he, "because my soul

teaches me the truth of it." So it

is with the gospel. It is the soul-

response to life ; it is the spirit of

truth that we possess it is the power
to live every day our best selves

that makes this gospel the gospel

of Christ in the deed. Though all

might drift from the Church, the

gospel of Christ remains true. But
it is the individual members who
compose it, who bring to it their

best selves, their manhood and their

womanhood, and their sacred hon-

ors, that give to it the refining in-

fluence that goes out to teach the

world. And so the question, I think,

for us to answer in our own hearts

is, are we living this gospel as best

we know how ? I put the question

to myself sometimes. I some-
times fear, for Mormonism is so

great, so maiestic, so tremendous a

power, that with all the knowledge
we possess we cannot grasp it all.

So we today should ask ourselves.

Are we living our best selves? do

we know for a surety? We should

be able to answer ourselves. We
do know for a surety, we do know
that it is our desire to live this gos-

pel as best we may. Then it is for us

from today, and as it has always

been from the days that the Church
was organized, to begin again, for

^'every day is a beginning, and

every day is a day of judgment."
And it is for us to add a little pow-
er, add a little knowledge, to our
store each day, and to let the total

of that knowledge and that power
go out to the world, that we may
convince the world through the pu-
rity of our lives. Let us remember
that this is the gospel of the deed,

the gospel of the act, the gospel of

thought.

It is these things which will con-
vince the world that God revealed

Himself to the Prophet Joseph
Smith in these the last davs, and has
revealed Himself since to men, to

each individual heart, magnifying
and manifesting to the souls of all

the children of God the truth and
verity of our divine birth. God
wants all His children to come back
to Him through the door which he
has opened, and that door the prin-

ciples of the gospel, the living of

the gospel, which means the kindly,

the loving, the goodly feeling of

ourselves towards all men, toward
the earth, and above all toward God.
That we may sense this keenly and
feel the majesty and the beauty of

it, as we go from here, as we go
on down through life to the end of

it, I ask, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER MELVIN J. BALLAED.

( President of Northwestern States

jNIission.)

The sweetest joy that has ever

come to my heart has been in attend-

ing the general conferences of the

Church. I remember from a child

being anxious to come, and having
made strenuous efforts in the days
of my early youth to save means
with which to come to this city for

the purpose of attending confer-


