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by the spirit of tongues, all of which

has been fulfilled. I testify, also,

that the gift of tongues was mani-

fested on one occasion, when I was

a little child, playing on the floor in

the home of the late William C.

Staines, when Sister Whitney, Sis-

ter Eliza R. Snow, Sister Zina D.

Young, my mother and others of

those noble women were present,

whose lives are a testimony to all the

world, of the purity, and the up-

rightness, and the virtue that there

is in the Church of Christ. They

were holding a Relief Society meet-

ing. There was some singing in

tongues by Sister Whitney; there

was given, by Sister Snow, through

the gift of tongues, a blessing for

all who were there. After the in-

terpretation by Sister Young, and

after Sister Snow had blest all the

sisters, she turned and blest the boy

playing on the floor, and Sister

Young gave the interpretation. I

did not understand it, but my moth-

er made a record of it, and twenty

years after it was given it was ful-

filled. What was it? It was that

the boy should grow to manhood,

that he should become one of the

leaders of the Church, and that

God would bless him in proclaiming

this gospel in foreign lands. I say

that the gift of tongues is in the

Church of Christ. I say that I am a

living witness that a prediction

made on my head by the gift of

tongues was fulfilled twenty years

after the prediction was made.

God lives ;
Jesus is the Christ

;

Joseph Smith is a prophet of the

true and the living God; Mormon-
ism, so-called, is in very deed the

gospel of Christ. May the Lord help

you and me to be faithful, to be true,

to be upright, to be honest, to be

virtuous, to keep His command-

ments is my prayer, and I ask it

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PATRIARCH JOHN SMITH.

A loving brother's raithful testimony.

—

Faith and praj'ers of the Saints ef-

fective.

It is with peculiar feelings that I

stand before you on this occasion.

I have been very much pleased with

all that has been said thus far in

this conference. I had thought that,

probably, I might be called to ad-

dress you for a few moments, and
I have tried to think of something
to say, but that something did not
come. I can bear testimony, how-
ever, that I know this is the work
of God. I know that we are His
])eople, that Joseph Smith is a
Prophet of the living God, and that

his successors in the presidency of

the Church have been strictly in

the line and discharge of their du-
ty. They have all been servants of

the living God. Their testimony
has been borne to the people, and
1 bear testimony that what they

liave said and done is right and
])roper. and has been inspired by the

true spirit of our Heavenly Father.

I was interested in listening to

the remarks of my brother, in the

opening session of the conference.

If the people had known him as I

have known him, from early vouth,

even from his birth, they would not

say that he said one thing and
meant another. 1 think there is

no man living who knows him bet-

ter than I do. While he was a

child, I carried him on my back. I

watched over him as a babe, and as

he grew up to manhood I have
known every feature of his life. I

know of his sincerity and the truth
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of what he has said. There are

many things which I might say, if

I could think of them here, and I

trust that through your faith and
prayers, my memory may have

some strength, that I may say

something.

I have been pleased with the

testimonies that have been borne

here. As Elder Grant has just now
borne his testimony, and related

some incidents in his life, so I may
say that I also have a testimony in

this regard. Many times I have

been on crutches through accident.

Twice I have been broken down
physically, through over-exertion

and exposure. For two or three

years, I was down, as you might

say, with rheumatism. At the ded-

ication of the temple, the boys had

to lift me in a buggy and take me
there, and lift me out. Through

the faith and prayers of the saints,

and my friends, with, also, the help

I could give myself, for I have al-

ways tried to live in that way and

manner that seemed prudent, I

am now on my feet again.

I know that there is a God in

Israel. I know that He will hear

and answer the prayers of the hon-

est. I know that He has heard

prayers in my behalf, and through

these blessings I am here with you

today. I trust that I may continue

faithful and firm in the discharge

of my duty. I ask the prayers and

faith' of the saints that I may so

continue; that I may live long to

fulfill the mission which Father has

called me to perform, that I mav be

a blessing to the people. May God

add His blessings and guide us all

1)v His Spirit ; may He fit and pre-

pare us for the events of His provi-

dence, that when we have finished

our course here, we may be worthy

pf the blessings which He has

promised us ; this is my prayer, and
I ask it, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

Knowledge of God possessed by the
Saints.—Individual effort to conform
to God's laws.—God's Church and
servants guided by inspiration.

—

Some persecute the Church ignor-
antly.—Remarkable development of
the Church in future.—Blessings in-

voked upon the choir, the congre-
gation, the Saints, this Government,
and all nations.

I very greatly desire the assist-

ance of the Spirit of the Lord, which
has been so generously enjoyed by
the brethren who have occupied the
time. In my heart there has been
the same feeling, the same faith and
inspiration that the brethren have
enjoyed ; and while I speak to you I

trust that you may discern that we
are united, that we see alike, that

we have the same spirit, the same
faith, and are indeed the servants of

the Lord. I have not only discov-

ered this fact in connection with my
'

lirethren who are the chief elders of

the Church, but I have discovered

the same in the chief elders of the

stakes of Zion, the presiding breth-

ren, and they discover it in all the

quorums and associations of the

priesthood and of the people, as I

have felt it in the councils of my
brethren.

I am sure that this great multi-

tude of people, including the over-

flow meetings, numbering possibly

fifteen thousand souls, today, is an

evidence that the Lord is pleased

with His people as a whole. There
may be individual instances and
cases, as has always been, and no
doubt will be to the end, of those

who do not have the favor and ap-


