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thousand pounds for a ton ; and that

we are not dissipated in any way,

but that we teach and practice the

gospel of Jesus Christ in our daily

walk in life. We brand as infa-

mous the lies and misrepresenta-

tions that are made against our peo-

ple. Those who are honest that

come into the midst of our people

shall see and undertsand that we
have been accused falsely ; they

shall discover, that our lives bear

witness to our faith in the Lord

and the saving power of the gospel

;

that they may do so is my praver in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH E. SMITH, JR.

Blessed are they who obey when they
hear the truth.—Admonition to rev-

erence the Sabbath day.

I was asked the question, yester-

day, why the Latter-day Saints

-meet in general conference twice a

vegr. There are manv reasons that

might be given why the Saints so

assemble. The most important one,

perhaps, is that the Lord has com-
manded it. We meet together to

hear inspiring words and to be built

up in the faith. We meet to be in-

structed in our duty as members oi

the Church that we may more hum-
bly and perfectly walk in the way
of the Lord, keeping His command-
ments that faith might increase

among the Saints, and our hearts

be inclined towards our heavenly

Father. For the same reason we
meet from time to time in stake con-

ference in the various stakes, and in

ward conference in the several

wards throughout the Church, that

we might be taught the command-
ments of the Lord.
We have heard many things dur-

ing this conference that will be for

our profit, providing we reflect up-

on them and remember them, put-

ting into practice such things as

have been presented to us for our

consideration. What does it profit

us in assembling together to hear

the words of the Lord as they may
be given unto us from His ser-

vants, if we go back to our homes
and forget all that we have heard?

What will it profit us when we are

admonished to keep the command-
ments of the Lord if we go home
and forget those commandments,
and return, if we have been in the

habit of walking in the ways of men,
back into those ways? The Lord
will judge us according to our

works; He will judge us according

to our knowledge and our opportu-

nities. We are His people, with

whom He has made covenant. He
has gathered us out from the na-

tions of the earth through the

preaching of the gospel of salvation

that we may learn of His ways and
walk in His paths and rejoice in

His truth.

It is eighty-one years since the

Church was established ; and dur-

ing all that time the people have
been admonished and instructed in

the way they should walk. The
parents have been taught almost
daily the things that have been pre-

sented to us this morning—that

they should teach their children the

principles of the gospel, that they

might not depart from them when
they grow up and reach the age of

accountability. We have received

the truth and we know the truth. If

we live not in accordance with the

truth, then we will be held respon-

sible. We know that it is required

of us to pay our tithing. Blessed is

the man who keeps this command-
ment. We know that the Lord has
commanded us that we should ob-

serve the Word of Wisdom. Blessed

is the man and blessed is the woman
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who keeps this commandment, for

the Lord will nor forget them. We
know that we have been command-
ed from the beginning that we
should pray; that we should
gather around us in our homes
our children and teach them
the spirit of prayer ; that they might
offer up their thanksgivings to their

heavenly Father for His mercies
and blessings unto them. We have
been taught to observe the Sabbath
day from the beginning, and to

keep it holy. And many other com-
mandments, which we hear reiter-

ated from the stand and which we
read in the Scriptures, God has
given unto us, that we might grow
nearer unto him and be built up in

the faith and strengthened. No
commandment, at any time, has He
given us, that was not for our com-
fort and blessing. They are not
given merely to please the Lord, but
to make us better men and women,
and worthy of salvation and exal-

tation in His kingdom. We know
our duty ; we know what is required
of us, and that the Lord will not
hold him guiltless who, understand-
ing these things, will go contrary to

that which he has been commanded.
The time has nearly expired, but

I want to say just one word or two
in relation to the Sabbath day. We
have heard of many other things
this morning, the word of wisdom,
of prayer, of tithing, and other
principles. I want to say a few
words in regard to the observance
of the Sabbath day and keeping it

holy. This commandment was
given in the beginning, and God
commanded the Saints and all peo-
ples of the earth that they should
observe the Sabbath day and keep it

holy—one day in seven. Upon that

day we should rest from our labors,

we should go unto the house of the

Lord and offer up our sacraments

upon His holy day. For this is a

day appointed unto us on which we
should rest from our labors and
pay our devotions unto the Most
High. On this day we should offer

unto Him our thanks and honor
Him in prayer, in fasting, in sing-

ing, and in edifying and instructing

each other. There was a time when
the people throughout the world ob-
served this commandment better

than they do today. I can remem-
ber the time in this city, not many
years ago, when it was considered
a sin for a baseball game to be
played on the Sunday. It was an
unknown thing for a theatre to be
open on the Sabbath day ; but today
things have changed, and such
things are common among us.

This very afternoon and evening in

this city and in other parts of the
great nation, theatres will be open
and crowded to the doors. I fear,

so far as the community in this city

is concerned, that all who attend
those places will not be from among
those who have no membership in

the Church. Some who call them-
selves Latter-day Saints will be
there, as will also those of other
faiths who profess a belief in the
Redeemer of the world. Yet the
Lord has commanded that we
should observe this law. During
the greater part of the past week
and extending into this week, out
near the lake, there is what is

called an aviation meet. Men with
machines of marvelous construction
are flying in the air. They will do
so today. I trust no Latter-day
Saint will be there on the Sabbath
day, disregarding the divine law. I

have heard that two of the men who
have been flying out there, who are
representing the Wright brothers of
Ohio, have refused to take part in

the program on the Sabbath day. I

hope this is true ; it comes to me
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merely as a rumor. I understand

that these men, Orvil and Wilbur
Wright, will not take part nor per-

mit those who represent them to

take part in any such exercise on

the Sabbath day, thus setting an ex-

ample to others ; setting an example
of righteousness to the Latter-day

Saints and to all the world, and
showing that they are not afraid,

even in the face of opposition and
ridicule, perhaps, to keep this com-
mandment which God has given

them.

I hope the time will come—

I

don't know that it will before the

millennium—but I hope it will come
in this State, when we can have

men in our legislature who will

have enough regard for the law of

God to give unto the people a legiti-

mate law for the proper observance

of the Sabbath day. We have not

been able to accomplish it yet ; and,

I am sorry to say, some of the mem-
bers of the Church sitting as legis-

lators have been numbered among
those who have not seen fit to give

unto the people a law that would
be suited to the proper observance

of the Sabbath day. They have
lacked in courage, I say it with

shame, for it is a disgrace to them
and a reproach unto the people.

Now, brethren and sisters, when
we go from this conference to oui

homes, let us go filled with the

Spirit of the Lord, with the deter-

mination to live our religion, to

keep His commandments faithfully

that His Spirit might be with us.

The time will come, just as sure as

we live, that there will be a sep-

aration between the righteous and
the unrighteous. Those who will

not keep the law of the Lord will

deny the faith, for He will withdraw
His Spirit from them if they do

not repent, after laboring with them

and doing all that is possible to

keep them in the line of duty. He
will withdraw His spirit from them
and they will be left unto them-
selves. They must take one side or
the other, for this separation must
surely come. Let us see to it that

we are numbered with the children

of the Lord. Like one of the proph-
ets of old, let us say: "As for me
and my house, we will serve the
Lord." And may He bless us.

Amen.

The choir sang the anthem, "Ho-
sannah."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Reuben G. Miller,

Adjourned until 2 p. m.

SECOND OVERFLOW
MEETING.

Another meeting of the Confer-
ence was held in the Assembly Hall,

at 2 p. m., at which Elder Charles

W. Penrose presided.

The Farmers' Ward choir was
again in attendance.

The choir sang the hymn

:

Come, thou glorious day of promise,
Come and spread thy cheerful ray,

When the scattered sheep of Israel

Shall no longer go astray.

Prayer was offered by Elder Fer-

dinand F. Hintze.

The choir sang the hymn :

Zion stands with hills surrounded

—

Zion, kept by power divine

;

All her foes shall be confounded.
Though the world in arms combine.


