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companied a few tourist friends up-
on this block, and declared : Why,
the "Mormons" believe that the

statue Moroni, on the top of the

temple, in a very short time will

come down and minister unto the

children of men—that the bronze
ima,s?e will come to life. Of course,

it afforded us opportunity to declare

the truth. We say that the statue

represents Moroni, the angel of the

last dispensation : and that Moroni
lives. He lives now . He appeared,

a resurrected being, unto the Proph-
et Joseph Smith, and declared unto

him that the time had already come
when the records of the people who
lived upon this continent should be

brought forth. We are pleased

when we have such an opportunity
of declaring more forcibly the

truth, that this is the work of God,

that the angel, Moroni, actually

lives now, and has' ministered in

our day.

Other misrepresentations are

made regarding our sacred temple,

and we have opportunity of exolain-

ing the work associated with sal-

vation of the dead; and that in ac-

cordance with that which God has

revealed, our people go there and
are baptized for their dead, that they

might live : for we are seeking to

save souls, not to destroy them. We
bear testimony to all, to every na-

tion, kindred, tongue and people

that our work is for the salvation

of souls, and for the redemption of

the living and the dead. It is the

plan of salvation. God has revealed

it, and as He gives us strength, we
will declare it. "This gospel of the

kingdom must be preached as a wit-

ness unto all nations, and then shall

the end come."

May God help us to be true tmto
that which God has given, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Prof. Andrew G. Bowman sang
the sacred hymn, "I need Thee
every hour."

PRESIDENT SEYMOITR B. YOUNG

(Of First Council of Seventy.)

What we have heard from the

brethren today in regard to our
faith, and the introduction of the

gospel in these latter times, are testi-

monies that have come from the

hearts of these elders who have been
faithful during long years of ex-

perience in proclaiming these great

principles pertaining to the Gospel
of our Lord, Jesus.

I had designed, in arising before

you, to make some remarks in rela-

tion to this building here, the Bu-
reau of Information, which was
found to be a necessity when vast

numbers of tourists and visitors,

from all the civilized nations of the

earth, with their faces set toward
Utah and the great west, began to

come here by thousands and tens

of thousands. At one of our gen-
eral conferences in the year 1901, or

just prior to that, one of the breth-

ren said it would be a very good
thing to establish a place where
tourists and visitors could come and
be informed concerning the history

of the Latter-day Saints, and of

their intentions for the future, and
regarding the life of the people in

their homes throughout this inter-

mountain region. Accordingly, in

1902, the Church erected a small,

frame building, near where this

beautiful structure now stands, and
when that was finished, the people

began to flock to it, visitors from
the United States, and from the old

world.

Two years later it was found that

a larger and a better building was
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needed, and so the frame one was
removed and the present brick

structure was erected. In the year

last past, 1910, the eastern portion

of the building was added, for the

benefit of the numerous visitors to

this temple block. Brother Benjam-
in Goddard, the director of this in-

stitution under the Presidency of

the Church, with fifty or more help-

ers, male and female, are daily en-

gaged in receiving the visitors. I

am proud to say to you that since

the opening of this building, the es-

tablishment of this bureau of in-

formation, we have, in the ten years,

had visitors to the number of about

2,000,000 generally intelligent peo-

ple, averaging about 200,000 each

year, among whom are found the

very best classes of people that the

world contains today, and includ-

ing some of the nobility of Europe.

When I use the word nobility, I

speak of the ranks established

among the crowned heads and noble

families of Europe, as they are rec-

ognized there. But, I recognize

this grand truth, my brethren and

sisters, and friends, that there are

no more noble people in the earth,

nor ever will be any more noble

people visit these grounds than I

see before me today. I realize that,

of the working men, manufacturers,

and the many other classes of peo-

ple who have come here as tourists

and visitors, the farmers, tillers of

the soil rank among the best on the

earth. There are no more noble

people than those who cultivate the

soil God has given them, make it

produce the necessaries of life, and

provide comforts and blessings for

themselves and their families. I re-

fer not only to Latter-day Saints,

but also to our friends that are gath-

ered in the dififerent states, neigh-

bors to our people in these great

western communities. I say again,

they are among the noble people of

the earth. We are trying to teach

them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, as we have learned it. We
have learned that humility was nec-
essary, and that faith in God was
also a requisite. When we have
attained humility and faith, we de-

sire further to learn how to serve

the Lord and keep His command-
ments. Hence, our elders teach that

it is necessary to be so humble, so
contrite in spirit, that we will de-
sire, that we will not rest content-
ed, until we have done as did our
Savior, our Lord Jesus, when He
came to John in the wilderness, and
said : I seek baptism at your hands,
John. He demanded, it is worded,
and that demand was no doubt made
in such gentle language that this

prophet, (who was that prophet
who had lifted his voice against

Herod's sin and iniquity), this

prophet from the wilderness, John,
said to him : "I have need to be
baptized of thee, and comest thou
to me?" We know, my brethren,

sisters, and friends, this fact that,

if it was necessary for our Lord,
our Redeemer, to receive baptism
from the hands of one who was
called and ordained to minister in

that service, it is absolutely neces-

sary that we follow His great and
glorious example. We must go in-

to the waters of baptism, for the re-

mission of our sins, that we may
stand spotless and clean before our
Maker ; then receive the laying on
of hands, by one called and appoint-

ed to that authority, for the recep-

tion of the Holy Ghost, which shall

lead the minds of all who accept

these glorious principles to greater

light, greater knowledge, and great-

er wisdom than could be possessed

without it.
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My brethren and sisters, speaking

of that great temple which is in our

view, I remember very well the days

of the dedicatorial service therein,

and I remember one fact I learned

there that brought to my mind great

comfort and joy ; I heard a prophet

of the Lord testify that he had re-

ceived a vision from the eternal

world. In that great Iiouse Presi-

dent Woodruff stood up and testi-

fied : "About three years ago," said

he, "I recived in vision a visit from
President Brigham Young. Presi-

dent Brigham Young came to me,
and said, 'Brother Woodruff, take

the keys of the temple, and unlock
the doors and let the people in.'

"

Brother Woodruff said, "At that

time I was president of the apostles,

President John Taylor was then liv-

ing, and was President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints ; and I marveled that

Brigham Young had come to me
and given me this commission ; but
today," said he, "President Taylor
has passed away, and I have been
called to occupy this responsible po-
sition, of president of the Church

;

and now I no longer marvel, for I

have done as I was commanded, and
I have taken the keys to this holy

house, and I have opened the doors

and I have bid the people enter."

Now, my brethren and sisters, as

has been testified to you today, that

building stands as a monument of

the faithful labors of the Latter-day

Saints. When Brigham Young
came here, a pioneer, with his faith-

ful little band of one hundred, and
forty-three persons, he placed the

point of his cane in the ground,

nearly at the southeast corner, it is

believed, of where the building now
stands, and he said, "Here we will

build the house of the Lord, a tem-

ple to our God." Forty years after

its commencement it was finished;

it was begun in 1853, and complet-
ed in 1893.

Now, my brethren and sisters, it

was for no ulterior or wicked pur-
pose or plan that that magnificent
structure was erected. It was reared
by the faithful labor and toil of the
Latter-day Saints

; and, especially in
the first few years of its progress,
the building was continued by the
help of the people while in extreme
poverty, with very little means to
push it forward. Hence its devel-
opment was slow. But, at its com-
pletion we were satisfied, becatise
testimonies were borne in that sa-
cred building, during the dedica-
torial services, that God had indeed
accepted it, even as He accepted
those temples that had been builded
before. This fact was verified by
the inspiration of the Spirit of the
Lord resting upon those brethren
who testified that God had indeed
accepted the labors of the Latter-
day Saints, and sanctioned the plac-

ing of His name upon that sacred
building.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I

thank you very much for your at-

tention here this afternoon, and I

thank our visitors also. I say to all

those who have been here to view
these temple grounds, and hear
about the Latter-day Saints, you are

welcomed, heartily welcomed by
those who labor here in this bureau
of information. I repeat, you are

welcome here today, my brethren,

sisters, and friends ; we greet you as

friends, and we are glad to see you
always. May God bless you wher-
ever you go, in all your walks of

life. If there are any here who have
not had faith in the gospel, as we
have faith in it, I trust that vour
hearts mav be softened to that de-

gree by what you have heard, and
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what you may hear in the future,

that you too will receive the spirit

of repentance, and draw near unto

God, and be enabled to work out

your salvation and redemption; in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The congregation sang the hymn
;

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah

!

Jesu.s anointed that "Prophet and
Seer"—

Blessed to open the last dispensation;

Kings shall extol him and nations re-

vere.

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Francis McDonald.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.
President Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order, and stated

that President John Henry Smith,

who is rapidly recovering from re-

cent serious illness, sends loving

greeting to the Saints assembled in

Conference.

The choir sang the anthem,
"From afar, gracious Lord, Thou
hast gathered Thy flock."

Prayer was offered by Elder C.

F. Middleton.

The choir sang the anthem,

"Awake, my soul;" Thomas Ash-
worth and Margaret Summerhays
rendered the tenor and soprano du-

ets.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

"By their fruits ye shall know them."

—Law of investigation before judg-
ment established at Runnimede.

—

The Church and its members invite

righteous criticism.—Love of God
and loyalty to country characteris-

tic. — Degradation of "Mormon"
women an outrageous calumny.

"Ye shall know them by their fruits.

Do men gather grapes of thorns, or

figs of thistles?

"Even so every good tree bringeth

forth good fruit : but a corrupt tree

bringeth forth evil fruit.

"A good tree cannot bring forth evil

fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit."

I am a believer, my brethren and
sisters, in the infallibility of the law
suggested in these words of the

Savior of the world. By it all things

luust stand or fall. However much
I might desire to avoid it, I know
that inevitably a time must come
when I shall be judged according

to the deeds done in the body. I

know, too, that I shall be judged
righteously, not by the testimony of

wicked men, inen unfamiliar with
my life and works, but that I shall

have a fair and impartial hearing

and a righteous judgment. For.

this principle, this doctrine was set-

tled more than six hundred years

ago, upon the field of Runnimede,
and it has continued to prevail until

men, today, stand united in the doc-

trine, that before conviction there

must be evidence. Those stalwart

men who stood there with arms in

their hands before a tyrant king, de-

clared that the assertion of wrong-
doing was not sufficient to justify

conviction, and that from that time
forth men must be judged by their

peers, dispassionately, fairly, hon-
estly judged. Thank the Lord that

doctrine has survived the centuries

and has become so thoroughly es-

tablished that I have confidence that

eventtially intelligent people will be

brought to -reach conclusions by
having applied it. It is not always

easy in the beginning to distinguish

right from wrong, truth from er-

ror ; for vice, sometimes, comes
clothed in the garb of virtue ; and
evil is, sometimes, presented in a

manner so attractive that it appears

to us to be good ; but always we
know that in the end the truth

must be manifest.


