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bless His work ; and may we al-

ways be able to properly defend it,

at home and abroad, wherever we
are, I pray, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Sister Lizzie T. Edward and the

choir sang the anthem, "The na-
tions bow to Satan's thrall."

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MTTREIN.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

In standing up in the presence of
this great congregation this after-

noon, my brethren and sisters, I cer-

tainly feel, as others of the brethren

have expressed themselves, a great

need for the help of the Lord, and
for the inspiration of His Holy
Spirit. It is not my intention to

occupy much of the time, as it is

very valuable, and there are others

of the brethren to address the peo-

ple who are assembled together in

this sacred building. I feel, how-
ever, that I desire to say a few
words regarding the many misrep-

resentations that are made rela-

tive to the doings of the rep-

resentatives of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. Ref-
erence has been made, in our meet-
ing this afternoon, to the stories

that are in circulation against the

people of the Latter-day Saints, and
in relation to the motives of the

missionaries who are sent into the

world to preach the gospel. It has

fallen to my lot, my brethren and
sisters, upon various occasions, to

go abroad as a missionary. I rec-

ollect very distinctly, at the present

moment, when I was called upon
my first mission, about thirty years

ago. In a meeting with other elders,

who had received a similar call, in-

rtn^ctions were given by the presid-

ing authorities of the Church, as is

the custom prior to missionaries go-
ing out to various fields of labor. I

do not think I can forget the stress

that was laid upon one feature of

the work, by those brethren, in giv-

ing the instructions to the mission-

aries who were at that time going
abroad in the world, and that was
in relation to their deportment with
the opposite sex, and also in rela-

tion to respect for authority in

the home, more especially for the

authority of the head of the home.
We were instructed that we were
not, under any circumstances, to

baptize any woman, who was a mar-
ried woman, without having ob-

tained the consent of her husband

;

and we were also instructed that we
were not to baptize children who
were under age, unless we had ob-

tained the consent of their parents

or guardians. It was the instruction

that we should teach women to hold

sacred the obligations that they had
taken upon themselves at the altar

of marriage, that they were to have
respect to the feelings and wishes

of their husbands, and that we were
not to be instrumental, in any way
whatever, in breaking up homes. I

have been abroad in the missionary

field, since that period and have
had the privilege of laboring as one
of the presidency of one of the

great missions of the Church ; and
in that position have received many
elders who arrived in the country

where I was laboring. As one of

the presidency I joined with my as-

sociates in giving the elders instruc-

tions along the lines I have named

;

and I wish to bear witness that just

such instructions have been impart-

ed to the missionaries, according to

my own knowledge, during the past

thirty vcars at least. The instruc-

tions thnt I have received mvself,
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and the instructions that I have im-
parted to other missionaries who
have been going abroad or, who
have been appointed to labor under
my direction have always been in

conformity with the words that I

have spoken. Missionaries have al-

ways been careful, in the world, not
to induce either men or women to

forsake their homes, but more es-

pecially have they been particularly

careful not to interfere with the

gentler sex. No men in all the

world are as free from improper
conduct with women. I thought
that I would like to bear this record
and this testimony in the midst of

this great congregation of peoople.

My brethren and sisters, I do not
know whether we appreciate the

blessings that have come to us as

members of the Church of Christ,

whether we have been able to rec-

ognize the wonderful power that is

in this work. I once heard a very
noted infidel bear a remarkable testi-

mony in regard to the strength of

"Mormonism," Mr. Charles H.
Bradlaugh, the great English apos-
tle of infidelity. On one occasion,

while laboring in the British mis-

sion, I attended a lecture delivered

by him. The subject was: "Is

Christianity a persecuting relig-

ion ?" He told a very startling and
remarkable story in relation to the

evil that had been wrought among
men in the name of religion. A
young man who attended the lec-

ture asked some questions of that

noted infidel ; he wanted to know
how it was that the early Christians

had survived the persecutions of

the mighty empire of Rome? and
why it was that their determination

to destroy the Christians and break

them up had failed?—if that

failure was not an evidence of the

superior power of God, and that

there was some supernatural influ-

ence over those early Christians?

otherwise, they would have been de-

stroyed, as the weak power usually

succumbs to the greater or stronger

power. In answer to the questions

that were propounded on that occa-

sion, which I do not give in detail,

the noted infidel said : "Young man,
away off in the western part of

America, there is a people who have
had a like experience, who have
been opposed by a mighty nation,

and who have come in conflict with
the religious prejudices of all the

peoples of the earth, and in spite of

that opposition, and that religious

prejudice, and the bitter persecu-

tions that have followed them they

still survive ; and their survival, and
the success to which they have at-

tained is more remarkable than the

history of the early Christian

church. Are you prepared to say

that because of their remarkable
story they have had the special fa-

vor of God resting upon them ?"

My brethren and sisters, I felt to

thank God for that testimony. When
one of the great intellectual men of

the age sought for a parallel for the

community that was established by
the Lord Jesus Christ in the meridi-

an of time, afar off in this western

land, in these mountains that we in-

habit, he found that people. I could

not help but feel that like causes

produce like effects ; and because of

the call of God and the authority

that has been bestowed upon men
in this dispensation, like unto the

former dispensation, we have met
with this opposition.

Thank God for the truth, and
power, and strength of "Mormon-
ism." I bear my testimony that it

is the religion of the Lord Jesus

Christ, that it is the power of God
unto salvation, and that it will re



124 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

main and accomplish that which has
been spoken concerning it by the

mouths of inspired men. God help

us to remain with it, and be true to

it forever, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR.

The greatest event in the moderji
world.—The gathering a fiiltillment

of predictions of ancient prophets.

—

Rejection of the Gospel of Peace
will brnig God's displeasure.

"And it shall come to pass in that

day, that the Lord shall set his hand
again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people, which shall be
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from Gush, and
from Elam, and from Shinar, and
from Hammath, and from the islands
of the sea.

"And he shall set up an ensign for

the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together
the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth."

Eighty-one years ago, in the lit-

tle town of Fayette, Seneca county,

New York, the Lord set up an en-

sign to the nations. It was in ful-

fillment of the prediction made by
the prophet Isaiah, which I have
read. That ensign was the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

which was established for the last

time, never again to be destroyed

or given to other people. It was
the greatest event the world has

^een since the day that the Redeem-
er of the world was lifted vtpon the

cross, and meant more to mankind
than anything else that has occurred

since that day. No event should

have been heralded among the peo-

ple with greater effectiveness, and
received with greater evidences of

joy and satisfaction. The nations

should have rejoiced and welcomed

it with gladness of heart, for with
it came the establishment of divine
truth in the earth,—the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which is the power of
God unto salvation unto all who be-
lieve. The world had been with-
out this gospel for many hundreds
of years ; ever since the great apos-
tasy and turning away from the
truth which had been established by
the primitive Church.

Following the raising of this en-
sign, the Lord sent forth His elders
clothed with the priesthood and with
power and authority, among the na-
tions of the earth, bearing witness
unto all peoples of the restoration

of His Church, and calling upon the
children of men to repent and re-

ceive the gospel ; for now it was be-

ing preached in all the world as a

witness before the end should
come,—that is, the end of the reign

of wickedness and the establish-

ment of the millennial reign of

peace. The elders went forth as

they were commanded, and are still

preaching the gospel and gathering
out from the nations the seed of

Israel unto whom the promise was
made. Thus our fathers were gath-

ered and brought into the true fold

in fulfillment of the prophecies made
in ancient times by men inspired of

the Lord, that He would recover a

remnant of His people from the

four corners of the earth. Scat-

tered Israel is being gathered into

the fold. Some have rejected the

testimony of the elders through ig-

norance and prejudice, not under-
standing the significance of the

message delivered unto them. Oth-
ers have rejected the truth wilful-

ly because of the evil in their hearts

and their subjection to unrighteous-

ness.

From time to time, some one,

filled with hatred of the truth, in


