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liable. If government authority is

trusted in our hands, or in the hands
of any of our brethren, it will be
safe and there will not be a de-
faulter. It is a reproach to a peo-
ple who have a defaulter. It is a
reproach to us when we fall into sin.

We want always to be free of these
things, and stand in the presence of
the Lord approved of Him.

I thank the Lord that "we have
been pretty good. I have no bad
things to say about my brethren. I

love them with all my Iieart. They
are just as tender to me as my own
dear children, just exactly, and I

know my brethren, I know their

hearts, every one of them, and you
know them. They are just as true

as steel, faithful, ready to live al-

ways in the service of God; then
we will die when we can't help it.

but we don't intend to die as long-

as we can help it. We intend to

stay here -and assist in the building-

up of the kingdom. We want to be
servants of God. We desire to

serve Him and assist in the ac-

complishment of His purposes
in the earth. We desire to live a

long time and bless the people. We
desire to extend our hands over all

Israel, and to bless them, and our
neighbors included in Zion

; for we
are greatly mixed up at the present

time, and there are very many good
precious people among us, good,
honest and moral people, to say
nothing about those that are other-

wise, either with us or on the out-

side.

Let the Latter-day Saints serve

God, and love Him, and honor Him,
and keep His commandments, and
be united in listening to counsel and
walking uprightly before the Lord,
and deal justly and properly on all

occasions, and in regard to all mat-
ters of every nature. That is our

exhortation, and that is the doctrine
we have been carrying to the peo-
ple. We have

.
gone for the good

and virtuous in the world, and called
men to repentance. We do not
want men who do not repent. This
is the gospel of repentance that is

entrusted to us, which shall be
preached to every creature, and he
that believeth and is baptized shall

be saved, and he that believeth not,

but rejecteth the message God
has sent, will be condemned. It can't

be helped. Be pure and upright and
conscientious, and love the Lord,
and He will come to you with His-

Spirit and sustain you now and for-

ever, which I humbly pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mr. Edward C. Clifford sang a

baritone solo, entitled "Glory to

God, who from the heavens above:"'

•

ELDER HYETJM M. SMITHS

Qualifications of successful Teachers
designated.—Detailed statement of
Teachers' duties.—Proper deportment
of family when Teachers visit.—The
faithful strengthened, the slothful en-
couraged to good works, by Teachers.

'The reference of the brethren to

the question of teaching among the
Latter-day Saints lias given me a
desire to speak a few words upon
the same subject. It has come
prominently before the attention of
the General Authorities of the

Church that there is a great lack of
teaching among the stakes of Zion,
and in the wards of the Church, a
very great neglect of duty on the
part of those who are called to be
teachers among the people, and, as
a consequence, the Saints in their

families are not being visited and
instructed as the Lord designed that
thev should be.
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In the organization of the

Church, the Lord has provided offi-

cers in the Holy Priesthood, and
has defined their duties. We have
been informed that it is the teacher's

duty to be a watchman over the

Church, to strengthen them, and to

see that there is no iniquity in the

Church, neither backbiting nor evil

speaking, and to see that the people

attend to their family duties and
their Church duties. Brethren, we
who are called to be teachers, many
of us at least, have not as fully as

we should have done, performed
the labor allotted unto us.

V Now, there is a certain prepara-
tion that should be had on the part

of a teacher prior to his entering in-

to the homes of the Saints to instruct

them in their family and religious

duties. In the first place, he should

be duly^ ordained to the holy

Priesthood, and called and set apart

to labor among the people. Now,
authority is not all that is necessary

in order to be a successful teacher.

Pie must have knowledge also, for

except he have knowledge concern-

ing the things of God, how can he
impart instruction unto the Latter-

day Saints? Therefore, the brother

holding the Priesthood and desig-

nated as a teacher among the peo-

ple ,should have a knowledge of the

truth. Pie should be well informed
upon the principles of the gospel.

He should be familiar with the doc-

trines of life and salvation. He
should be a student of the Scrip-

tures. He should understand the

word of the Lord, and be familiar

with His commandments. And when
he has this knowledge, then he

should have a desire in his heart

to impart of this knowledge unto

the people, and to see that the peo-

ple are instruc ted in the gospel, and
are obedient thereto. Before a

teacher attempts to go into the

homes of the people on any special

visit, he should make his going a

matter of prayer before the Lord.

As has been suggested by President

Lyman, he should go before the

Lord and ask His blessings upon
his labors, that he might enjoy the

inspiration of the Spirit, that by the

Spirit he may be directed in what-
soever things he should say and do.

When he has made this preparat-

ion, and is qualified through knowl-
edge and testimony, then when he
enters into the homes of the Saints

he can make inquiry of them con-

cerning their condition and their

conduct and their standing as mem-
bers of the Church. The authority

of the Priesthood gives him the

right to ask questions of the family

as to their diligence in keeping the

commandments of the Lord, as to

their faithfulness in performing the

duties that the gospel enjoins upon
them. The teacher has the right to

inquire into everything pertaining

to the welfare and standing of the

people who call themselves Latter-

day Saints. He may ask them if

they live in peace together, if there

is love, and affection existing be-

tween husband and wife, if there is

proper affection and love in the

father and the mother for the chil-

dren, and whether or not the chil-

dren respect and honor their fathers

and their mothers, as the Lord has
commanded. He may inquire if the

children live together in love and
peace as brothers and sisters ought
to live, and if the family engage
in prayer night and morning; and
if the parents teach their children to

pray vocally, and believe in and re-

member their secret prayers, as

commanded in the revelations of the
Lord. He may inquire of the Saints
if they backbite or speak evil of
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their neighbors, or of one another,

or if there is quarreling or conten-

tion, or dissension and lack of broth-

erly love and kindness exhibited in

the family, on the part of any mem-
ber towards any other member, or

on the part of members of the fam-
ily towards their neighbors and
friends. He may inquire if the

Saints sustain and uphold the

Priesthood of God, and those whom
the Lord has called to preside as

general authorities in the Church,

or as the local authorities in stake or

ward or branch ; whether or not

they accent the restoration of the

gospel and believe in it and believe

in the Prophets who have been in-

spired and raised up to perform the

work the Lord has allotted them in

the latter davs ; and whether or not

they accept the organization of the

Church. The teacher may inquire

of the familv if they attend their

sacrament meetings on the Sabbath
day, and partake of the sacrament

and if they do so worthily; and if

they honor th^ Sabbath day and
keep it holy. These servants of the

Lord mav also inquire if there are

members in the family who take the

name of the Lord in vain ; if they

are honest and if they are truthful,

and if thev are pure. All these

thinp-

^ th° teacher has the right to

inquire aKout. and it is his duty to

inquire a^out them. ,\/'

As a nqrt of the preparation of a

teacher it would be well, it seems
to m^. to find out the condition and
the st^ nding of the members of the

Church in t^e district, as shown by
the ward records, and besides this,

as I b^v° shown, he has the right to

inquire n-f the familv and the mem-
bers thereof in ^11 things pertaining

to th oi
'

r cfqnHine and fellowship and
condur*- nc members of the Church.

The t
Qacher 9hould be prepared,

and able to expound the word of

the Lord, and to preach the gospel,

and to correct whatsoever ought to

be corrected that he discovers in

the family, or in any member there-

of. He should also teach the first

principles of the gospel. He should
inquire of the parents if they have
taught their children the gospel of

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
repentance of sin, and baptism by
immersion for the remission of sins,

and the laying on of hands, for the

gift of the Holy Ghost ; and if they

have taught them to pray, and walk
uprightly before the Lord. And
then, according as his findings may
be, he can preach or give counsel

or instruction. He should be pre-

pared to answer questions that

might be asked of him by members
of the family, thereby enlightening

their minds or removing therefrom
doubts that may be lurking there

concerning the doctrines of the

Church or the principles of salva-

tion. He should be able to make
clear to the understanding of all the

members of the household every-

thing pertaining to this glorious lat-

ter-day work.
Now let the teachers go forth

and do their duty, and accomplish

the strengthening of the Church,
and the increasing of faith among
the people and stir up the Saints to

greater diligence in the performing

of the duties and obligations of their

membership in the Church.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I

would like to say a word pertaining

to the duties of the Saints. You
fathers and mothers, you heads of

families, you parents of children

who have homes in Zion, and you
children, what is your duty with re-

lation to the coming of the teachers

into vour households ? It is the du-

ty of the father or the head of the
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house to welcome most earnestly Most of us men in the Church hold
the servants of the Lord, to call his the Priesthood ourselves, and if a
wife and his children together, and teacher comes into my house and he
to bring order and peace in the holds a lesser office in the Priest-

house, and to introduce to his chil- hood than I, and for that reason or
dren or family the teachers as the any other I resent his making in-

servants of the Lord, who have quiry into my personal life and con-
come in the name of the Lord, and duct, and standing in the Church,
with the authority of the Priest- I disrespect the Priesthood. If I dis-

hood, to teach the family and to respect the Priesthood as it is held
inquire into their welfare and their by another, I dishonor the Priest-
conduct. Then the family shall sub- hood as I may hold it myself, and I

mit to the instructions that the should not do that. We should re-

teacher shall be led to impart unto spect the Priesthood and honor it.

them, and there shall be no spirit of no matter who holds it, and especi-

resentment or objection on the part ally should we honor and respect a
of members of the family to the man who endeavors to magnify his

questions or inquiries that may be calling in the midst of the Saints,

made of them by the servants of the nOWj t would Hke to say that
Lord. much for both teacher and those

I have been informed by some who shall be taught, that we shall

teachers that there are some mem- teach our children and set them the
bers of the Church who object to example, when the teachers come in-

the teachers inquiring into their per- to our houses, of respect for them as
sonal lives, and conduct, and ques- the servants of the Lord; show
tioning them about their faith in the them that if they respect the teacher
gospel and their obedience in keep- who holds the Priesthood, they like-

ing the commandments of God con- wise respect their father who also
sidering them impertinent and un- holds the Priesthood, and that in

necessary. Well now, you Latter- dishonoring any servant of God who
day Saints, if there are any who holds that Priesthood, he dishonors
take such a position as that, you are his own father, and himself, and
in error, you are mistaken, and whosoever dishonors the Priesthood
you don't understand the rights of of God, shows dishonor to God
the Priesthood as you should, nor Himself. Therefore, welcome the
the object of the coming of the teachers to your homes, listen to

teachers to your homes, as you them, answer their questions. We
should, neither have you the proper all may rest assured that whenever
spirit in your own heart, if you re- We object to any question that a
sent the good will of the teachers teacher may ask, as he is moved
when they ask these questions in upon and inspired by the Spirit of
order to find out your condition, the Lord, we condemn ourselves,
that they may help you and bless Where is the man who pays an hon-
you, and be a strength and a power est tithing who will object to the
to you in helping you to overcome teacher asking him if he pavs his

the weaknesses of the flesh. You tithing? Why, instead he will feel

cannot show disrespect to the Priest- a little sorry if the teacher does not
hood without bringing upon your- ask him that question, so that he
selves the displeasure of the Lord, may answer, yes, honestly, before
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the Lord I pay my tithes and my
offerings. We will only object to

those things wherein we fail to do

our duty. If we object it will be

when we are at fault. If we do not

pay our tithing and offerings we do

not want to be asked if we do pay

them. If we are not pure in heart

we would not like to be asked if

we are. If we take the name of

God in vain, why some of us would

not like to have the bishop, or his

representative, the teacher, inquire

of us if we keep the Lord's name

holy; and if we desecrate the Sab-

bath' day we may feel a little of-

fended if we are asked about it, but

we should not be. If we have the

proper spirit, the proper under-

standing of the rights of the Priest-

hood, and of the organization, and

authority of the Church, then even

if we have offended in some things,

we will have the spirit of humility

and confess our sins, acknowledge

our shortcomings, and have in our

hearts the desire and show a will-

ingness to be assisted by_ the

teachers in overcoming these things ;

that through the instructions and

the counsel and the good feelings of

these servants of the Lord, we our-

selves may be helped in overcoming

these weaknesses of the flesh.

Now, I pray the Lord to bless us

all, that we may put into effect the

organization of the Church, to the

end, that every home shall be visited

by those holding the Priesthood, and

that every man visiting shall be en-

dowed with knowledge and inspira-

tion and ability to teach, and that

every family will have the spirit of

reception, to receive and rejoice in

whatsoever instructions may be im-

parted, and to receive likewise with

humility whatsoever reproof may be

found necessary to be given by those

who are our instructors. Thus may

the Church be indeed blessed and

benefitted, and the people strength-

ened, and iniquity be done away,

and sin be repented of, and right-

eousness and good feeling and love

for God and man, and a determina-

tion to serve Him and keep His

commandments, be manifest on the

part of every member in the Church

of God, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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God's commands an expression of a

loving Father's wishes.—Each mem-
ber of the Church may receive in-

spiration.—Responsibility shared t>y

all in God's work—Liberty and
blessings assured only by righteous-

ness.—Admonition to sustain the

laws and government.

I have listened with very great

interest, and I am sure with much

profit to me, to the kind words of

counsel and admonition that have

been delivered to us by our breth-

ren. I have thought what a beau-

tiful organization we are identified

with, and how merciful the Lord

has been to us His Childrenjn this

day and age of the world. It is not

hard for me to comply with the re-

quirements that are made of me by

my heavenly Father, and I realize

that His teachings to me come

through those whom He has chos-

en. When I was a child I recog-

nized, or thought I did, that the

commandments of the Lord were

His laws and regulations for my
guidance. I thought I recognized

in the disobedience to those laws

that punishment would follow, and

as a child I presume I may have

felt that the Lord had so arranged

affairs and so ordained matters in

this life that 1 must obey certain

laws or swift retribution would fol-

low. But as I grew older I have


