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the Lord I pay my tithes and my
offerings. We will only object to

those things wherein we fail to do

our duty. If we object it will be

when we are at fault. If we do not

pay our tithing and offerings we do

not want to be asked if we do pay

them. If we are not pure in heart

we would not like to be asked if

we are. If we take the name of

God in vain, why some of us would

not like to have the bishop, or his

representative, the teacher, inquire

of us if we keep the Lord's name

holy; and if we desecrate the Sab-

bath' day we may feel a little of-

fended if we are asked about it, but

we should not be. If we have the

proper spirit, the proper under-

standing of the rights of the Priest-

hood, and of the organization, and

authority of the Church, then even

if we have offended in some things,

we will have the spirit of humility

and confess our sins, acknowledge

our shortcomings, and have in our

hearts the desire and show a will-

ingness to be assisted by_ the

teachers in overcoming these things ;

that through the instructions and

the counsel and the good feelings of

these servants of the Lord, we our-

selves may be helped in overcoming

these weaknesses of the flesh.

Now, I pray the Lord to bless us

all, that we may put into effect the

organization of the Church, to the

end, that every home shall be visited

by those holding the Priesthood, and

that every man visiting shall be en-

dowed with knowledge and inspira-

tion and ability to teach, and that

every family will have the spirit of

reception, to receive and rejoice in

whatsoever instructions may be im-

parted, and to receive likewise with

humility whatsoever reproof may be

found necessary to be given by those

who are our instructors. Thus may

the Church be indeed blessed and

benefitted, and the people strength-

ened, and iniquity be done away,

and sin be repented of, and right-

eousness and good feeling and love

for God and man, and a determina-

tion to serve Him and keep His

commandments, be manifest on the

part of every member in the Church

of God, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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God's commands an expression of a

loving Father's wishes.—Each mem-
ber of the Church may receive in-

spiration.—Responsibility shared t>y

all in God's work—Liberty and
blessings assured only by righteous-

ness.—Admonition to sustain the

laws and government.

I have listened with very great

interest, and I am sure with much

profit to me, to the kind words of

counsel and admonition that have

been delivered to us by our breth-

ren. I have thought what a beau-

tiful organization we are identified

with, and how merciful the Lord

has been to us His Childrenjn this

day and age of the world. It is not

hard for me to comply with the re-

quirements that are made of me by

my heavenly Father, and I realize

that His teachings to me come

through those whom He has chos-

en. When I was a child I recog-

nized, or thought I did, that the

commandments of the Lord were

His laws and regulations for my
guidance. I thought I recognized

in the disobedience to those laws

that punishment would follow, and

as a child I presume I may have

felt that the Lord had so arranged

affairs and so ordained matters in

this life that 1 must obey certain

laws or swift retribution would fol-

low. But as I grew older I have
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learned the lesson from another
viewpoint, and now to me the laws
of the Lord, so-called, the counsels
contained in the Holy Scriptures,

the revelations of the Lord to us
in this day and age of the world,
are but the sweet music of the

voice of our Father in heaven in

His mercy to us. They are but
the advice and counsel of a loving
parent, who is more concerned in'

our welfare than earthly parents
can be, and consequently that which
at one time seemed to bear the

harsh name of law to me is now the
loving and tender advice of an all-

wise heavenly Father. And so I

say it is not hard for me to believe

that it is best for me to keep the

commandments of God.
I rejoice with you, my brethren

in the privileges that we enjoy. I

am grateful for my standing in the
Church. I am thankful for all that

has been given to me, and I am
particularly pleased today to be
considered worthy to enjoy the
companionship of such men as

those who are called to preside in

Israel, and of such men and wom-
en as are in this congregation, and
are scattered throughout the length
and breadth of these great valleys

of the mountains. I believe in

you, my brethren and sisters. I

have confidence in your faith and
in your integrity, as I have confi-

dence in those who preside over
us. I realize that you are entitled

to the same knowledge that he is

who presides over the Church. You
are entitled to the same inspiration

that flows to those whom God has
caused to be ordained as Flis lead-

ers. You are entitled to the inspir-

ation of the Spirit, and the knowl-
edge that He is your Father, and
when I say you I speak of all those
who have obeyed the command-

ments of our Father, and have par-
taken of the sweet influence of the
Spirit of the Lord in the Church
of Christ. But, I realize that as
each of us is entitled to the inspir-

ation of the Lord in proportion to
the manner in which we live a god-
ly life, there comes to each of us a
responsibility to do for others what
hase been done for us.

I realize, my brethren and my
sisters, that I am responsible to the
Lord for the furtherance of this

work as the President of the Church
is. I realize that each of you also
are responsible to Him for the pro-
motion of this work, as are those
who preside over you. I cannot
say, "Am I my brother's keeper?"
I cannot shift the responsibility to
those who preside over me, but
standing in the ranks of the chil-
dren of our Father I must bear my
portion, I must carry that part of
the load that the Lord places up-
on me, and if I shirk, then T realize
that I forfeit the blessing that
would come to me by obedience to
Jhe commandments of our Father.
There is just one point that I desire
to touch, that was upon mv mind
before I came to the stand, and that
is the condition that confronts us in
this great nation. The Lord has
given us a free country in which to
live. It is only free to us so long
as the laws that govern it are
obeyed by the people who live
here. The spirit of unrest that per-
vades the world is in fulfillment of
the prophecies that the Lord made,
that in these latter days there
should be wars and rumors of
wars; that there should be earth-
quakes, and the sea should heave
itself beyond its bounds. I see in
the daily bulletins as we read them
in the press,the fulfillment of proph-
ecy. I see the hand dealings of
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God with the children of men. Oh,
how my heart is filled with grati-

tude that my lot has been cast in

the land where the people of God
dwell, the land of Zion, the land

that is choice above all other lands,

and that we enjoy the liberty of the

government in which we live. I

feel that, as long as the people of

this land obey, or strive to keep the

commandments of God, this liberty

will continue to flow unto us, and
that when selfishness, vice and
crime arise, whether it be at the

head or at the foot, there is a sap-

ping of the vital life of the institu-

tions of this land that bodes nothing
but evil for us. I do hope and pray
that the sons and daughters of

God, born and reared under the

folds of Old Glory, or who have
made this their home, may stand

true and faithful to the institutions

of our country, and may ever raise

their voices in defense of the law
of the land, for it is the law of

God to us in so much as it is for the

uplifting of the children of men.
Let us not associate ourselves with
bands of men, or associations of in-

dividuals, who may be finding fault

and criticising, striving to tear

down, villifying men who are called

to preside over us, destroying, as

far as their influence may be, the

free institutions that our Father
has blessed us with. Oh, my breth-

ren and sisters, let me plead with
you that each of us, wherever we
may be, may raise our voices in the

interest of law as it has been estab-

lished, and will continue to be ad-
ministered in the land in which we
live. Let us not be among those

who breathe the spirit of treason.

Let us not be among those who en-

courage the spirit of anarchy, for

I say to you that our only hope, and
the hope of the sons and daughters

that God may bless us with, to en-

joy peace and liberty in this land,

is in standing by the Constitution

that God has inspired to direct this

government. Let us stand by the

law-makers, and encourage them in

the making of just laws, and stand

by the executive departments, and
the judiciary in the administration
of those laws. God's house is a.

house of order, and we may only
hope to enjoy His blessings by be-

ing orderly in our lives, and by sus-

taining those institutions that He
has given to us, not to curtail our
joy, not to prevent our happiness,

but that our happiness may be com-
plete, and that our joy may be
full.

May the Lord of Israel bless us,

and may our brethren and sisters

of other faiths, seeing us with a de-
termination to be true children of

the Lord, seeing in us a desire to

be loyal to the institutions of our
country, recognizing that beneath
the folds of the flag that gives
unto us the evidence of our liberty,

we are marching onward steadily,

with our faces to the responsibil-

ities that confront us, not selfishly

but with a desire to associate with
all good men and women, and a

desire to bless every child of our
Father, wherever he may be. Let
it be known throughout the land in

which we live that in the valleys of

these mountains there stands a body
of men and women true to the insti-

tutions of our country, true to the
privileges that God has blessed us
with. If we will do this He will

be pleased with us, and those who
misunderstand us will realize some
day that we are indeed their

friends, their brethren and their sis-

ters.

May the Lord continue to bless

those who preside over us in the
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nation, and those who have been when they come to visit us in our

called in the midst of- this people to homes they, in their calling as

preside, that we may not forfeit in teachers, visit us as members of the

any way the blessings of our Father Church, and not as officers or mem-
by our lack of obedience, or our bers of the Priesthood. Consequent-

lack of faith; and by and by, when ly it is the duty of all members of

each of us shall be summoned the Church, no matter who they

home, as President Lyman has are or what Priesthood they hold,

said, we will be ready, whether it be nor what office they hold in the

one by one or in groups. When Church,—it is their duty to disrobe

we get to the other side we may be themselves, if you please, of all au-

able to strike hands or look in each thority except the right of member-
other's faces. We may feel that we ship, or to be members in the

have fought the good fight, and that Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

we have kept the faith, and that we day Saints, for it is the duty and
may receive at the hands of our prerogative of the teacher to inquire

Father that welcome plaudit, into the standing of members of the

"Well done, good and faithful ser- Church. Now, if we will only bear

vant." that in mind we will have no difn-

May the Lord be with you all, culty at all with reference to our

and His blessings abound in your "high and mighty" positions in the

homes, and among all the people Church.

who are striving to do right in the When the teachers visit us we
world, and may peace abound in wiH remember that we are simply
the land in which we live, and har- members of the Church, and it is

mony and union abide in the hearts the duty of the teachers to visit the
of the Latter-day Saints, is my members and to teach the members
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, and to instruct the members of the
Amen. Church, and to see that the members

of the Church have no hard feelings,

~~_M~~-.~._ - one against another ; that the mem-
PKESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. bers *f the Church are united in

Reverence due to Teachers.-Teaehers
their family capacities and that they

visit all as members of the Church. are m fellowship with the people of

/ God, with their neighbors and with
There is just a few words that I all mankind, and especially that they

desire to say in relation to the sub- are in fellowship with God. That is

ject on which some of the brethren the duty of the teacher, and when
have dwelt this morning, which I we keep that in mind everything re-

have no doubt they perfectly under- specting the duties and authority of
stand, but which, so far as I have the teachers will be plain and clear

heard, they omitted to say, and that to us. I want to say this too, that

is this : that the teachers who visit if somebody should happen .to

our homes do not come to visit us as mount upon the "high horse" of his

Elders, or Seventies, or High authority in the Church, it will be
Priests, or Apostles or Presidents, very becoming in the teacher to

The teachers have jurisdiction over gently take him off his "high horse"
the membership of the Church, or and bring him down to the level of
the members of the Church, and his membership, and let him un-


