
ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR. 67

this work. It reflected the courage

that men and women have who rely

upon God rather than upon their

own strength.

May the Lord bless you, and bless

all the Latter-day Saints, and bless

this nation ; and may He turn away
these clouds of war which are hov-

ering over us, that peace may pre-

vail, I pray, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

A baritone solo, "Hosannah,"

was sung by Elder Horace S. En-

sign.

ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR.

Absolute certainty of resurrection of the

Savior.—The Gospel applicable to all,

living and dead.—Genealogical Society

a Church organization; membership
enjoine'd.

"Remember the worth of souls is great

in the sight of God

;

"For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer
suffered death in the flesh; wherefore he

suffered the pain of all men that all

men might repent and come unto him.

"And he hath risen again from the

dead, that he might bring all men unto

him, on condition of repentance;

"And how great is his joy in the soul

that repenteth.

"Wherefore, you are called to cry re-

pentance unto this people;

"And if it so be that you should labor

all your days in crying repentance unto

this people, and bring, save it be one

soul unto me, how great shall be your

joy with him in the kingdom of my
Father

!

"And now, if your joy will be great

with one soul that you have brought

unto me into the kingdom of my Father,

how great will be your joy if you bring

many souls unto me."

These words were delivered to

the Prophet Joseph Smith, through

revelation from the Lord. Through-

out the Christian world, this morn-

ing, the people are celebrating the

anniversary of the resurrection of

the Son of God. Many who have
assembled to do homage unto Him
do not accept Him as the Redeemer
of the world ; but with us there is

no reservation ; He is indeed the on-
ly begotten Son of God, and through
His grace, and the grace of His
Father, hath redeemed us from sin

on condition of our repentance. We
know that He has risen from the

dead, that He has ascended on high,

taking captivity captive, and has be-

come the author of salvation unto
all who will believe, who will repent

of their sins and accept Him as the

Redeemer of the world. Latter-

day Saints are not left in doubt re-

garding these things.

There were many witnesses who
testified of the resurrection of the

Savior at the time He came forth

from the dead. He appeared first

unto Mary at the tomb, later unto
the twelve, or to the eleven, one
of them having lost his apostleship,

and afterwards unto a multitude

of the saints. He labored among
His disciples for some time, con-

firming their faith and strengthen-

ing them in the gospel of which He
is the author. Of this they have
borne record and have given their

testimony to the world. But after

the falling away from the truth,

the world was in darkness, and
without living witnesses of the res-

urrection of Christ until the restor-

ation of the gospel in the dispensa-

tion of the fullness of times. At
the present time upon the face of

the earth there are many who can

testify that Jesus is the Christ, for

the Spirit of God has revealed unto

them this truth ; and no man can

know that Jesus is the Christ unless

the Holy Spirit reveal it unto him.

The prophet Joseph Smith was
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raised up as a witness of the res-

urrection of Christ, and was given

power and authority to institute His
gospel anew among the children of

men. Others, also, beheld Him, in

our own generation, conversed with
Him, and were instructed by Him
and were taught the principles of

truth which make us free They
also have borne record to the world
of these things. We know that
He hath risen from the dead, that
He might bring all men unto Him,
on conditions of repentance—for no
man can be saved m the kingdom
of our Father unless he abides by
the laws of the kingdom.
The laws of that kingdom are

that a man must believe ; he must
have faith in the Lord ; he must re-

pent of his sins ; he must receive a
remission of sins through the water
of baptism, and have hands laid
upon his head for the gift of the
Holy Ghost, by one who is em-
powered, having authority to offi-

ciate in these ordinances and then
he must endure to the end, keeping
the laws and the commandments
given unto us by our Heavenly
Father, otherwise he will lose his
reward. Faith is not enough to
save us. Our faith must be cou-
pled with works, with good deeds,
with a prayerful heart, and with
the desire to magnify our callings
before the Lord, laboring diligently
all the days of our lives for the
benefit of our fellow-men, bringing
them unto repentance.

I have read unto you that the
worth of souls is great in the sight
of our Heavenly Father; and that
our mission to the world is one
calling them unto repentance. We
call upon mankind to receive the
Savior, to accept Jesus as the Re-
deemer of the world, to believe in

His gospel as it has been revealed

anew, with the same ordinances,

the same powers and privileges

which were taught by the Master
and made manifest during His min-
istry in the earth. And this does

not mean that salvation is confined

solely unto those who hear the

preaching of the gospel among the

nations of the earth ; for our Father
in heaven shall save all the work-
manship of His hands, on these

conditions which have been made,
whether they be living, or whether
they be dead. Our mission is two-
fold, to save all the living who will

believe, and to warn all who reject

the truth ; that they may be left

without excuse and to redeem the

dead from their sins, or at least

put the means within their hands,
which were denied them in this life

and of which they can partake in

the spirit, that they also m.ight re-

ceive salvation as well as we. The
Lord has established among us tem-
ples M^here ordinances for the dead
may be performed, and has em-
powered us that we might become
saviors on Mt. Zion, and assist in

our weak way in redeeming those
who have died without a knowledge
of the truth, or without the privilege

of accepting it while they lived on
the earth. This is in fact the great-

est responsibility that has been
placed upon us.

Jn the year 1894. President Wil-
ford Woodruff and the leading

brethren, under his direction and
inspiration, organized in this Church
a society to further the salva-

tion of the dead ; and they called

upon the people, members of the

Church, to become active in this

organization. For it was organized
with the idea in view of gathering
together the records of the dead,
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that they might be filed in a safe

place for the benefit of the mem-
bers of the Church, where they

could have access to them, obtain

the names of their dead, and go to

the house of the Lord and there

be baptized for them vicariously

;

for the Lord will accept, at our

hands baptism in behalf of the

dead, and we may, by perform-
ing this labor, open the doors

unto those who are in the prison

house, that they may come forth

and be redeemed on like conditions

with which we expect to receive

salvation. We send our elders into

the world to preach the gospel. We
keep somewhere near two thou-

sand of them in the various nations

constantly. We never hear the

question raised, when a man is sent

to preach the gospel into some dis-

tant part of the earth, that it is

useless for him to go there to

preach, because his relatives did not

come from there, and no benefit

could possibly • accrue to him

through preaching the gospel among
those who are strangers or aliens,

so far as his immediate kindred

were concerned. We go where we
are sent; we preach the gospel, get

the Spirit of the Lord, and rejoice

in a testimony of this revealed re-

hgion which we have received,

knowing that we are doing the

Lord's will, and that we will be

blessed for our labors without re-

gard to whether we have been la-

boring among our own kindred or

among the nations from whence our

people did not come. We nev-

er raise that question. Strange

to say, however, when we ap-

peal to some of our brethren

and sisters to join this society, who

ought to have within their hearts

the love of their departed ones, and

who should be possessed of the spir-

it that was promised when the Lord
sent Elijah to restore the keys of

his Priesthood to the earth, it is

astonishing to find that they will

raise the question : "What good will

it do me to become a member of

this society?" And they will say,

"I do not know anything of my
ancestors, and the records in your
library will not help me." Or, "the

work for our family is done so far

as we are able to discover their

names, and there is nothing new
that we can gain from your books."

Yet this is just as much an organi-

zation of the Church, and just as

important and far reaching in

its results, as the Mutual Im-
provement Associations, the Sun-
day Schools, the Relief Socie-

ties or any other auxiliary or-

ganization. I have a letter in my
pocket received from a good broth-

er who is representing this society.

The Genealogical Society of Utah,

in which he says that he had ap-

proached one of the leading breth-

ren in his stake and wanted to know
if he was not going to renew his

membership in the Genealogical

Society. This brother answered.

No, for he had been to the library,

had examined the books, and there

was nothing there that would bene-

fit him. He had not enough inter-

est apparently in the salvation of

the children of men to give his

fee for membership and continue

his activity in this organization,

though perhaps the fee paid by

him would be the means of purchas-

ing some record that would contain

the names of the dead that did be-

long to someone who was a member
of the Church, and who did have

faith enough to go to the house of

the Lord and perform the ordin-
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ances necessary for their salvation.

But simply because there was no

direct benefit in it for him, or sim-

ply because he could not locate his

immediate relatives, he had no in-

terest in the organization. Suppose

we took this stand in the preaching

of the gospel to the world, and felt

so selfish and narrow that we would

do nothing for the salvation of any

save it be those of our own blood.

What would become of the work?
Was that the spirit of Christ? No;
He came into the world to redeem

the world from sin, and took upon

Him the sins of all men, that they

might not suffer if they would re-

pent ; and He never raised the ques-

tion whether or not they were blood

relatives. His idea was to fulfill

the will of His Father, and because

of the love He had in His heart

for the children of His Father

—

and we are all brethren and sisters
;

we are all descendants from one

head ; in the broadest sense we are

all blood kin—He did not question

whether or not His mission would
mean merely the redemption of

those who were His immediate fol-

lowers or those of His own house.

Why, it was those of His own
house that rejected Him. He came
not only to save them, but He came
and took upon Him the sins of all

men. We ought to be broad minded
enough and appreciate sufficiently

that which was accomplished in our
behalf by the Son of God, that we
would be willing to do something
also for the benefit of the human
race, whether we can trace our
genealogy back or not.

I speak as I have by request, and
also by authority. I trust that the

Latter-day Saints will get the spirit

of this latter-day work and will la-

bor not only for their own salvation

but also for the salvation of all the

children of our Father, no matter

where they come from—whether it

is from the nations of Europe, from
the islands of the sea, or any other

place. I trust that we will have en-

ough love for the gospel of Jesus

Christ, enough appreciation for the.

great atonement that was made for

us, and sufficient love in our hearts

for our fellowmen that w^e will de-

sire their salvation as well as our

own. The first great commandment
unto us is that we should love the

Lord our God with all our hearts

;

and the second is like unto it, that

we should love our neighbor as our-

selves. We desire that the Latter-

day Saints will get the spirit of.

salvation for the dead, that they

will become members of this great

organization, which was instituted

in behalf of the dead, that salvation

may come unto the countless mil-

lions who are now waiting for us

to perform these labors that they
might escape from the prison house
and rejoice in a testimony of the

truth and in the knowledge of their

redemption from hell, and the

grave. Our mission is one of love,

of mercy; it is unto all the world,

not unto a select few ; and we
should labor with all" our mights
for the salvation of souls, for great

shall be our joy, in the kingdom of

our Father, with those whom we
may, perhaps, have been instru-

mental in converting, or may have
aided, in obtaining the means of

escape from the consequences of

their sins through becoming saviors

unto them on Mount Zion.

May we love the truth, my breth-

ren and sisters, and not be narrow,
not be selfish, not look for worldly
gain, but take the broader view, and
labor for the salvation of souls, and
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assist in this mighty work wliich
has been instituted by our Father,
that all who are worthy of salvation
may in the due time of the Lord
receive it, and rejoice, as we expect
to rejoice, in the salvation which
will come to us through keeping- the
commandments of the Lord.

The Lord bless the Latter-day
Saints, guide and protect them, give
them courage to resist and over-
come the w^orld, and do all things
in righteousness required of them,
is my prayer, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES A. CALLIS.

(President of Southern States Mission.)

My brethren and sisters, I shall

be very grateful unto you if you
will give me an interest in your faith

and prayers. I desire, in my re-

marks, to be in harmony with the
spirit that has characterized and
dictated the remarks of the brethren
who have preceded me. I feel in

my heart that we should be a
thankful people. One great writer
said, "Oh, Lord, that lends me life,

lend me a heart replete with thank-
fulness." The Apostle Paul, speak-
ing to the Corinthian Saints said,
"For ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that we through His poverty

might be rich." The same great

truth is expressed in the Book of

Mormon, wherein it is said that

the Creator suffered Himself to

become subject unto men in the

flesh, and died for all men, so that

men might become subject unto

Him. This is the Lord's way of doing

these things. Consider the history

of Joseph who was sold into Egypt,

the history of Nephi of old, the his-

tory of Joseph Smith the prophet

of God—the lives, the experiences

through which these men passed,

demonstrate the truth of Paul's

declaration that through much trib-

ulation we enter into the Kingdom
of God. The leaders of this Church
have been persecuted ; they have
been vilified; the Church itself has

been traduced; its doctrines have
been misrepresented ; it has passed

through much tribulation. But it is

stronger today than it was yester-

day. It will be stronger tomorrow
than it is today. It will continue

to grow in power, in strength, and
in glory until all mankind shall be
subject, not unto man, but unto the

glory, the majesty, and the right-

eousness of God. We do not seek

earthly dominion, but we do seek,

we do hunger, we do yearn, for the

souls of men, that they might be

saved through Jesus Christ, and find

that freedom, that liberty, that bless-

ing,' that comes through obedience

to the commandments of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The preaching of the Gospel, as

remarked by Brother Whitney, yes-

terday, is done in the spirit of tes-

timony. I know that the sectarian

world has sneered at what they were
pleased to call our "uneducated min-
istry;" but I do not read in the

Scripture, or in the Word of God
that has been revealed to us in this

day, that men are to be converted
purely and solely by eloquence ; but

I understand that men are to be

brought to God, as Zechariah said,

"Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith tne Lord." The
Gospel, which is to be preached by
testimony, should be attended, Jesus


