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ance among the people, and bear
testimony to the truth of the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

There is no greater truth in this

world known to man than the truth
that God has revealed. Tt is at
the foundation of the peace and
happiness and joy of all mankind in

this life, and at the foundation of
their eternal salvation and happi-
ness in the life that is to come.
Blessed is the man honored of God
in holding authority to preach the
word of the Lord. Blessed is the

man who is clothed upon with the

power of the Holy Ghost, and who
has been made to know in his own
soul that God has spoken, that He
has revealed eternal principles that,

if accepted, will lead men in the

way of salvation. Men should be
proud to engage in so wonderful a
work, particularly when they have
the promise of the living God that

He will be their father and their

friend, that He will ever be at hand
to give them succor, and strength,

and understanding, and power to

accomplish the work allotted to

them, if they will give their hearts

to Him, if they will give their time

and their attention to a .study of the

things that He has revealed. Men
should be taught to honor and re-

joice in this great responsibility.

The Presidency of the Church
should find in this army of men,
when they seek after them, willing

hearts, ready responses. Men
should feel and say, "Yes, I am in

the work of God ; I have given my-
self to the accomplishment of the

Lord's purposes ; here I am
;
you

can use me at home or abroad,

wherever I am wanted, and I will

be glad to do my part." That is

our responsibility, and we recom-

mend the Seventies of the Church
of Christ to be in this manner of

spirit, ready, willing, obedient, anx-
ious to be laboring for the planting
of the work of God. We suggest
to presiding men that the Seventies
cannot set themselves to work in
the stakes of Zion in a regular mis-
sionary effort, but the stake presi-
dents can use these men, and of
course other men as they see fit in

the accomplishment of this labor,

and there will be souls given for
the hire of men who engage in the
preaching of the gospel at home.
Let us carry the word of God to

those who are not of us here, just

as cheerfully, just as earnestly, with
just as much energy as we carry it

abroad, and we will discover, per-

chance, that our Father in heaven
has been working upon the hearts

of many people and has planted

them in the Zion of God that they

may hear the word of the Lord.

God help us to love the truth,

and to be true to it forever, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The hymn, "Though deep'ning

trials throng your way," was sung

as a soprano solo by Sister Mar-
garet Summerhays.

ELDER RTJLON S. WELLS.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

My brethren and sisters, when
President Smith was addressing the

congregation in this Tabernacle,,

this morning, I felt a keen interest

in the very much afflicted people of

Mexico, and I thought, what a

blessed privilege it is to live under
the stars and stripes in our own
beloved country. When I heard and
saw, as it was pointed out and
painted before us, the awful pic-

ture that prevails in that unfortu-

nate country, I thought how happy
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are we who live under a govern-
ment, the fundamental law of which
was an inspiration unto the found-
ers of this great country. I won-
der to what extent the people of our
own country appreciate the splendid

blessings that we enjoy. To what
extent do they appreciate our lib-

erties ?

We read in the Scriptures that

the whole world lieth in sin, and
under the bondage of sin, so, as

President Smith pointed out, the

true freedom that men and women
ought to seek is to be free from the

bondage of sin. I believe that there

are a great many people who have
very erroneous ideas regarding lib-

erty and what is meant by freedom.
There are some, no doubt, who
think it means the privilege of doing
anything they please, a class of peo-

ple who object to having any re-

strictions placed upon them what-
ever. A person cannot be free who
does not restrain himself, who does
not live under wholesome restric-

tion. Only those are really free

who have a control over them-
selves, and who live in a com-
munity where a wholesome re-

•straint is held upon the conduct
of their fellow men. If a per-

son felt, and acted accordingly, that

he had the right to do whatever he

pleases, no man's life would be se-

cure, no one's property would be

safe, and very few would have the

privilege of pursuing happiness. I

love the government of the United
States for this fact, that it gives un-

to its citizens the greatest measure
of freedom consistent with the

rights of their fellow men, and con-

sistent with right living.

Not very long ago I was visiting

one of the stakes of Zion, and we
heard of a number of our young
men who were about to go out, or

had just recently gone out on an ir-

rigation project, to engage in build-

ing a ditch. These boys had been
brought up under the wholesome
restrictions of the gospel, but they
were not of the metal that our boys
usually are, for these boys, when
they went out into this camp life

and came in contact with others

who were not of our faith, and not
under those wholesome restrictions,

were influenced by their conduct.
These men whom they found in the

camp were engaging in the playing
of cards, drinking beer, smoking
cigarettes, profaning the name of

the Lord, and divers other things of

this character ; and when our boys
went out there they were invited:

"Come, take a cigarette; have a

glass of beer." At first they did

not yield to it ; they had not been ac-

customed to habits of that kind. But
after a while these others began to

taunt them and said. "Oh, take a

cigarette. Don't be afraid. You
are afraid to say that your souls are

your own. Why don't you be free

like me?" That was the spirit of

the occasion, and, after a while,

these boys—weaklings that the^

were—yielded, and began to in-

dulge in the same habits, because,

forsooth, that a bully, with tobacco

oozing out of his mouth, said, "Why
don't you be free like me?" That
was his conception of liberty—-a

veritable slave to appetite, and did

not know it. He thought he was
free, but he was under the bondage
of sin, yielding to an unwholesome
appetite.

It has been pointed out, very

truly, that the gospel, that the truth

would make us free. The truth is

the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It has within it the power of God
to save souls. It has the power to

make us clean, to cleanse and purify
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our hearts, to rectify our habits,

that we may not yield to those

things that are harmful to the body

;

and, if we acquire the power to re-

>-iist the bodily appetites, we also ac-

quire the power to resist the tempter
in whatever form he may come. We
should acquire the power to resist

sin, because only those are free who
obtain this power, and the gospel

has been revealed from heaven that

men and women might be liberated

from sin. We live in a land of

liberty, and how I do rejoice and
glory in it. But with all our boasted

freedom this nation, in common
with other nations of the world, is

under the bondage of sin, and we
think that we are free, but we are

not free until we shall overcome sin,

until we shall yield obedience to the

gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,

until the truth will break the shack-

les of sin and make us free. That is

the cry that goes out to the nations

of the earth. Let them heed it and
know this, that no man is free until

he does overcome evil and yield obe-

dience to the truth that has been

revealed from heaven. I pray that

the Lord will give unto us the power

to overcome evil, that He will in-

spire us with a desire to overcome
our own wrong habits, and teach us

that we may take an active part in

spreading a knowledge of this

wholesome truth in all the world.

I endorse with all my soul the re-

marks of my brethren who have

preceded me, and hope that we may
engage in the saving of human
souls, that our voices may be heard

in defense of the truth and in the

proclamation of the fact that God
has spoken from heaven and re-

stored, in the day and age in which

we live, His everlasting gospel, the

Only gospel that ever was pro-

claimed among the children of men

that had within it the power of God
unto salvation. This gospel lays
hold upon the lives of the children
of men. It teaches them to do those
things that will cleanse and purify
them and liberate them from this

terrible bondage. It should incline

the hearts of the children of men
unto God. It teaches first and fore-

most faith in God. It teaches men
and women to turn their hearts to
Him, that they may derive wisdom
and understanding and the inspira-

tion of His Holy Spirit. It teaches
men and women to put their trust in

Him, and to acknowledge His hand
in all things. "In nothing doth man
offend God, or against none is His
v.-rath kindled, save those who con-
fess not His hand in all things, and
obey not His commandments," not
only in our prosperity but in our
adversity; not only in our fortune
but in our misfortune ; not only in

life but also in death. What would
we be if there was no such thing as

sorrow in this world ? What would
men and women be in character?
They would be unsympathetic ; they
would not love their fellow men

;

they would not have those fine traits

of character, those noble qualities of

heart and of mind, were it not for

the fact of the trials they have to

endure, the adversit}^ that they have
to put up with, and the difficulties

they have to encounter. We would
not progress ; we would not be pro-

gressive beings if it were so; but

thank the Lord that His hand is in

all these things. Those things which
sometimes seem to be our greatest

sorrows will be sanctified for our

good, and often have the purpose

in the wisdom of the Almighty of

bringing us nearer to Him. The
one thing for us always to remem-
ber is the Lord our God, and recog-

nize His hand in all things, and if
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we will do that every misfortune,

every difficulty that may come to us,

every adversity that overtakes us,

will be a blessing though it be in

disguise, for nothing of our experi-

ences in mortal life will be in vain

;

all will have its purpose and all will

go to make up our character.

After all, the success of this life is

not measured at the end of it by
what we have, but rather by what
we are, and that is what we want
to remember. This gospel teaches

us to repent of sin j,nd turn away
from evil, to cleanse and purify our

hearts. This gospel leads us to seek

forgiveness of sin in the waters of

baptism, that they may be washed
away in the blood of the Lamb of

God, that we may be approved of

our Heavenly Father, and that we
may be in a condition that His Holy
Spirit may be conferred upon us

through the laying on of the hands

of His servants, duly appointed,

duly authorized to act in His

name. And this is the distinguish-

ing feature of this gospel, that the

ordinances thereof, that these per-

formances are done by men who
have been endowed with power
from on high. This principle of

faith is world-wide, is taught in

every denomination that you can

find throughout the land. Likewise

is the principle of repentance; and

although they may consider them

in a different light from what we
do, nevertheless in their general

expression they believe in these

principles. Many of them believe

in baptism. They may not regard

it as essential to salvation, but in a

general way they will accept of that

holy . ordinance as being a part of

their faivh. They, however, differ

in this regard ; it is the distinguish-

ing feature of "Mormonism" that

all these sacred ordinances must be

performed by men who have been
endowed with power from on high.

These men perform the ordinances,
not in their own power, not by their

own volition, not by their own ap-
pointment, but because they have
been called of God and endowed
with His divine authority. Were it

not for this distinguishing feature

"Mormonism" would be no better

than all the other 'isms of the world,

but because of this it stands out as

the work of God in contradistinction

to all the other faiths of the world.

That is not saying that there are not

millions of good people in all the

world ; it is not saying that there

may not be honest and. sincere souls

in every denomination. It merely
proclaims the truth that God has but
one church upon the earth, and He
has blessed and endowed that church
with power from on high, and calls

men to minister in His name, and
that which the)' do by that divine

appointment will be recognized of

Him just the same as if He did it

Himself. But when men call them-
selves to such holy and sacred call-

ings, and perform these ordinances

in their own authority and by their

own appointment, they will not be

recognized by our Heavenly Father,

Imt only that shall be recognized

which God Himself shall institute

among the children of men.
We do not say these things boast-

fully, but we merely bear witness to

them because it is the truth revealed

^rom heaven. '

It is true that Joseph
Smith was a prophet sent of God,
and that holy angels administered

unto him ; that they have conferred

upon him the right to act in the

name of the Lord. He was the

mouthpiece of God unto this gener-

ation. Through him the gospel has

been restored in all of its primitive

purity. Through him the Church
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of Christ has been established again
among the children of men, and all

men should know it, and our mes-
sengers should go out to proclaim
it to the nations of the earth, and let

every man and every woman pro-

claim it at home as well as abroad,

whenever they are called to min-
ister in the name of the Lord.
May the Lord help us to be faith-

ful to these callings, and bear in

mind that this gospel has the power
to liberate us from sin and to make
us free. I pray that we may event-

ually be saved in the kingdom of

God, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

I will begin by reading a few
words from, the Prophet Joseph
Smith's sayings. He said : "I want
the liberty of thinking and believ-

ing as I please. It feels so good not

to be trammeled." I don't know
whether I am able to make myself
clear. Not long ago I had one of

my friends—he was a good friend,

too, president of a stake—he said

:

"Brother Kimball, you don't make
yourself clear." Well, I don't know
of any man on earth that ever did,

so all people could understand
aright. The Savior seemed unable,

sometimes, to get His children to

understand just what He meant, al-

though He was very clear in the

doctrine which He. preached. I

know I have some friends who do

not believe in the way I get at it,

but I am not trying to please all of

them, because that is absolutely an

impossibility, so I have given it up.

My temperament is such that I can-

not say anything inspiring, or bub-

ble with enthusiasm, and be clear,

happy, or joyous, if I have to wear

a restraining collar and cater to
popular sentiments. I would like

my preaching to have color, thrill.

feel homelike, and revive old mem-
ories, and myself feel free as a colt

in a pasture. Now, if I can't feel

that way among the Latter-day
Saints, where on earth can I go that
I will feel free ?

For the past month or so, I have
been reading political platforms,
and promises, and pledges enough
to last the people of these United
States for a thousand years, if they
are carried out. (Laughter.) I

don't believe in making many prom-
ises or pledges, but when you do
make them, and issue a platform, I

say try and live up to it. I have a

platform on which my feet are

placed, and I hope they are planted

on a rock foundation, so that when
the storms come and trouble finds

its way amongst us, that I' can dis-

cern the difference between truth

and error, between light and dark-

ness. This is my platform: My
faith is that God is the Father of

all, and Christ is the Redeemer and
Helper of all. I believe in Christ's

religion as He taught it ; and I dis-

cover that H'" doctrines never

change. I further believe that

Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God,

and that this is the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, as re-

vealed by the Savior and His au-

thorized servants to the Prophet,

Joseph Smith ; that the Priesthood

of CJod is the Constitution of the

Church, and the present living

prophets, and those associated with

them, are true disciples of Christ,

devoted to the interests of the peo-

ple. I hope, brethren, you believe

that this is my platform. I hope my
long pilgrimage in this Church has

impressed you that I am honest,

earnest, and fervent in my convic-


