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arm of flesh, but I honor the priest-

hood that men hold. I have this to

say concerning the authorities of

the Church, I have labored with
these men for twenty years, and the

men that work the hardest of any
men I have ever lived with in my
life are the men who are in author-

ity in the Church of Christ. I know
what I am talking about. Now,
where is the fault? I invite every
one of you to go home and find it,

and I promise that if you find any
big fault anywhere it will be right

in your own home. If you can han-

dle you own home, and mind your
own business, you will have no time

for fault-finding.

Now I pray the Lord to bless

you. You go right home now. I

know where my trouble is, and I am
trying to cure it. I am learning this

lesson, that there is no use of my
trying to govern a family until I

govern myself.

Don't forget private devotion

;

learn to pray in your home and get

in communication with God, as my
father did, right up there on Gor-
don avenue, in that little bit of room
there my father communicated with

God, and God answeerd him. I

have got it in writing. I am a liv-

ing witness that it has been ful-

filled.

T will tell you a story, and then I

will quit. Father had men working
for him for a good many years, and
he had one he called Col. Smith. It

was in the days of hardships and
poverty, and men had great difficul-

ty. They employed a great many
people, the brethren did, that was a

part of their religion. He em-
ployed the colonel, who had been a

soldier in Great Britain, and on one

occasion he went to father for a

pair of shoes, and I guess father

felt prettv cross, and answered him

a little abruptly, perhaps. So the

Colonel went home feeling badly,
and when he prayed that night, he
made a complaint to God against
father, saying that "Thy servant
Heber" was not treating him right.

When he came past that little place
on Gordon avenue, next morning,
father came out and said, "Robert,
what did you complain against me
for? You come in and get your
shoes, and don't do it again?" Now,
how did he know that Col. Robert
Smith, who lived away down in the

Nineteenth ward, had filed a com-
plaint against him? Don't you
think that we can get on friendly

terms with God? Not on familiar

terms, but friendly terms. I tell you,

God will answer your prayers. If

there was any one thing I knew bet-

ter than another, when I was travel-

ing in the South, it was that God
answers prayers, and softens the

hearts of people towards you. May
the Lord bless you. Amen.

ELDER RTJLON S. WELLS.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

During the meetings of this con-

ference we have heard a great deal

about the organization of the

Church and the authority of the

Holy Priesthood, and those of us

who had the privilege of listening to

President Smith, yesterday morn-
ing, were deeply impressed with the

magnitude of this work and with
the perfection of its organization.

Provision has been made in the

organization of this Church to carry

the gospel to the nations of the

earth, and also to carry it to the

homes of the people, who have been
gathered from the farthest parts of

the earth. If we will read the New
Testament we will find that when
the Lord organized His Church in

that day, that He "Set in His
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church; first apostles, secondarily
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers, for the work of the min-
istry." Every one was given a duty
to perform. And so it is in the day
and age in which we live, God has
again set up His Church, and has
placed in the church, first the apos-
tles, secondarily prophets, pastors
and teachers, high priests, seventies,

and evangelists, for the work of the
ministry, and this ministry is broad
enough to accomplish all the pur-
poses of the Lord, for He operates
through this organization, and
through this priesthood to whom He
has delegated divine power and au-
thority. In the operations of this

ministry, every need is provided for.

It is for the "edifying of the body
of Christ," as well as brinp-ins:

strangers to the knowledge of the

truth.

In the exercise of that divine au-
thority the gospel is proclaimed to

every nation, kindred, tongue and
people. The message of salvation is

being taken to all of our Father's

children in every part of the world.

Through this splendid organization,

those who have been converted and
brought up hither into these valleys

of the mountains to cast their lots

and identify their interests amongst
the people of God, every one of

them may be reached, for it is not

only for the purpose of proclaiming

the gospel to the world, but it is for

the "edifying of the body of Christ,"

or the Church and Kingdom of God.

It is for the "perfecting of the

Saints." There are none of us so

perfect that do not need the min-

istry to labor with us—that do not

feel the need of this organization.

We need the teachers to come and

visit us, and to labor with us and

with those that are wayward, seeing

that there is no iniquity in the

church, putting their arms around
the wayward boys and bringing
them to the fold of Christ, to the
sacrament meeting, and seeing that
they worthily partake of the sacra-
ment of the Lord's Supper. We
need the priests to visit the homes
of the people, to impart spiritual
food unto them in their homes. We
need the bishop, who is the presid-
ing priest in every ward, the presi-
dent of the Aaronic priesthood. The
bishop is a priest after the order of
Aaron by reason of his bishopric.

Sometimes I think that our bishops
forget that, and imagine that they
belong to the High Priests' quorum.
Not so, they belong to the Priests'

quorum, the bishops do, but by rea-

son of being ordained high priests

they also belong to the High Priests'

quorum.
In the wards in which we live we

need the ministry of our bishops for

the perfecting of our own charac-
ter, and the ministry which they
perform in other directions in the

wards where they live. We need
the elders, the standing ministers

in the stakes of Zion where they are

called to labor in the exercise of the

functions of their priesthood, to

minister in the work of God, to

labor for the salvation of souls, to

perfect the Saints, to "edify the

body of Christ." We need the sev-

enties to proclaim the gospel to the

nations of the earth. We need them
to carry the gospel message to our

Father's children even to the furth-

ermost parts of this earth. We need

the Apostles, who are able to bear

testimony of the divinity of the mis-

sion of Jesus Christ, and to set in

order all the affairs of the Church,

both at home and abroad. As a

people, we need the Prophet and

mouthpiece of God, and we ought

to honor, reverence and vield obe-
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dience to his counsels, for he speaks

as the representative of God upon
the earth, to tell unto the people the

mind and will of the Father. We
need this "for the work of the min-

istry," the "edifying of the body of

Christ," for the "perfecting of the

Saints." Not only do the wayward
need them, not only do those who
sit in darkness and have not heard

the sound of the gospel need this

ministry, not only them, but also

those of us who have accepted the

truth, for we need to be perfected,

to be developed and to grow in the

knowledge of God and in good
works.

These are some of the purposes

for which this great organization

was established, and some have said

in regard to it that it was the most
wonderful in all the world, except-

ing perhaps the German army. I

recollect hearing one of the brethren

make the remark, that they might

just as well have said, when they

were looking up in the canopy of

heaven, that the sun is the most
splendid orb in the universe, except-

ing perhaps the moon. Indeed this

organization is of divine origin, and

it has no parallel in all the world,

even the Germany army does not

compare with it.

Now then, brethren and sisters,

this work is for the "perfecting of

the Saints." It is for the "edifying

of the body of Christ." Wherein
do you need this ministry? It be-

comes an individual affair with each

and every one of us. Wherein do we
need the ministry of the servants of

God? Wherein can we benefit by
submitting and receiving their ad-

ministrations to us ? It is not enough
that we should be what is ordinarily

termed a good citizen. It is not

enough that we should be honest in

our desires. It is not enough that

we should refrain from taking the

lives of our fellow men, or from the
stealing of their property. All these
things are necessary, that we should
refrain from doing those things that

are wrong and that we should take
on us the Christian virtues and make
them a part of our own characters.

Remember the case of the young
man who came to the Savior and
said to him, "Lord, what good thing

shall I do that I may obtain eternal

life?" and the Savior's reply, "Keep
the commandments." A very nec-

essary thing to do, a very essential

thing, "keep the cammandments."
"Which commandments?" said the

young man. "Well, thou shalt not

steal, thou shalt not commit adul-

tery, thou shalt not kill," and he

went on enumerating a number of

the ten commandments. "Why,"
said the young man, "these have I

done from my youth up. What lack

I yet?" The Savior said, "If thou
wouldst indeed be perfect, sell that

which thou hast, give to the poor
and come and follow me." It was
not enough that he should merely

be complying with the moral code.

There is something else for the

development, for the perfecting of

the Saints. It is necessary that our
hearts should be loyal to God, that

we should render obedience to Him,
that we should put ourselves in com-
plete harmony with the Divine mind
and will. There is no one thing

that you can say or do that will

comply with this requirement. It is

not enough that we should observe

this commandment or that one, but

we must devote all to the service

of God, and be willing to obey His
Divine mind and will and yield obe-

dience thereto. That is the thing

that is required of us, and there is

not any one thing. If it be required,

sell that which thou hast, and give
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to the poor ; and that is not enough
either, "but come and follow me."
That means that we shall "not live

by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth forth from the
mouth of God," if we want to go
on to perfection ; and this ministry
which God has instituted in His
Church is for the purpose of "per-
fecting the Saints," until they shall

place themselves in complete har-
mony with the divine mind and will.

Let us, therefore, struggle on in

that direction, until we can over-
come our faults, weaknesses and
imperfections. If the call should
come to any young man, to leave his

home and go out in the mission

field, to proclaim the gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ, what should he
do? Can he think he has done
enough, because he has kept these

commandments or those ? Why no.

What should he do? There is but

one thing, go, go in obedience to the

will of God and proclaim the gospel

in that country where your services

are needed. If it should be neces-

sary that we give up all that we
have, give it up, and remember that

God requires it. That is the doc-

trine, and until men and women are

willing to lay their all upon the altar

they will not have attained perfec-

tion.

While none of us are perfect in

our lives by any means, there are a

great many weaknesses which we
can and should overcome. Draw
nigh unto God and He will draw
nigh unto us. Resist the devil and

he will flee from you. Seek to ob-

tain the companionship of God's

Holy Spirit, even the Comforter

that will lead us unto all truth, and

then we are on our road to salva-

tion. But none are saved, onlv those

who shall endure unto the end. And
may God help us all to do it, I pray

in Jesus' name. Amen.

A male quartet sang the hymn,
"I think when I read that sweet
story of old."

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MUREIN.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

At the close of one of the meet-
ings of this conference, President
Joseph F. Smith made a number
of announcements. Among other
notices that were given out by him,
was one to the effect that there had
been established a Correspondence
Missionary Course, in connection
with the Church school system, you
my friends know that is the form
of education that has accomplished
so much good among the young
people of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. The thought
came into my mind, brethren and
sisters, that this new step in con-

nection with our Church school ac-

tivities was one well worthy of more
attention than it is receiving at the

hands of many of those who are

men of influence in the Church.

In the early history of the Church
the Lord gave revelations to the

people, through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, bearing upon the great sub-

ject of education. In one of those

revelations we read the following.

"Therefore, verily I say unto you,

my friends, call your solemn assembly,

as I have commanded you. And as all

have not faith, seek ye diligently and
teach one another words of wisdom

;

yea, seek ye out of the best books words
of wisdom; seek learning even by study,

and also by faith."

As I have said, this instruction

was given of the Lord at a very

early period in the history of the

Church, and even at an earlier date,

than the date of this revelation

from which I have just read, there


