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something truly pathetic in her body
weariness, but her head is raised.

Raised to what until now has

seemed the pitiless skies ; but now
they are filled with the oncoming-

flocks of Sea Gulls. Does she watch
their coming with merely idle curi-

osity or vague wonderment? Or
does her soul in the strange Gull-cry

hear God's answer to her call for

help? God's answer to her they

were, these Gulls, in any event, as

the Gulls soon proved by devouring
the destroyer.

The third tablature commemor-
ates the Pioneers' first harvest

—

worthily, too. In the background
rises Ensign Peak. In the middle

background the log house home
stands finished ; in the foreground

harvesting the golden grain is in

progress, both men and women take

joyous part. To the right a mother

half kneeling holds to her full breast

a babe, who "on the heart and from
the heart" receives his nourishment,

and about her knees two other chil-

dren play in happy, childish oblivion

of toil or care. O, happy scene, of

life and joy, "where Plenty leaps to

laughing life with her redundant
horn."

On the fourth tablature is the title

of the monument. Fortunately it is

simple, and not explanatory—the

work' of the sculptor tells the story

—tells it well and eloquently. Too
much narration would have marred
it—this is the inscription :

SEA GULL MONUMENT
ERECTED IN GRATEFUL REMEM-

BRANCE OF
THE MERCY OF GOD TO THE MORMON

PIONEERS.

Yes, let us own it. The salvation

wrought out in that year of grace,

1848, for the "Mormon" Pioneers,

was Thy work, Helper of the help-

less, and Supplementer of man's en-

deavor
;
giving him of Thy bounte-

ous strength when his strength fails.

How shall we honor Thee for Thy
tender mercies to menward, but by
acknowledgment of them, by hold-

ing them in memory, and speaking

of them to our children, and to our
children's children, to the remotest

generation ?

Though from afar the Sea Gulls

came and destroyed the destroyer, it

was Thy voice, O Lord, that called

them—they did but do Thy bidding

—the deliverance was of Thee and
by Thee. And though in these

grouped symbols of the monument
the beautiful agency of Thy mer-
ciful act is chiefly present, still be-

yond and above these to our con-

sciousness the Eternal Cause of such

events stands smiling.

Long may these testimonies of

stone and bronze, which our feeble

hands have erected, stand on this

sacred block as God's witnesses unto

the inhabitants of the earth, that He
has given a new dispensation of His
truth to man, and confirmed it by a

manifestation of His mercy and
power in the deliverance of His peo-
ple, I pray, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. MTCTmBIN.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

It is a very delightful thing, my
brethren and sisters, to sit and listen

to the inspired words that have fal-

len from the lips of the servants of

the Lord, in the remarks that have
thus far been made during our con-

ference. It is altogether a differ-

ent matter to stand up in the pres-

ence of this great multitude of peo-

ple to give instruction that will be

for the advantage of those who have
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gathered together for the worship

of our Father in heaven. I feel,

my brethren and sisters, necessity

for the companionship and direction

of the Holy Spirit, that the few
words that I utter may be of some
value to some of those who are

gathered in this holy house this

afternoon.

I am very thankful that in the

providence of the Almighty my lot

has been cast with the people of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, grateful am I for "Mor-
mon" parentage and for being

reared under the influence of the

Gospel of the Redeemer of men, as

it has been revealed in this latter

dispensation, through the great

prophet, Joseph Smith. I rejoice

in my soul, my brethren and sis-

ters, that the power that was able

to take my father and mother from
a far off land and turn their faces

and feet Zion-ward, is still at work
among the children of men reveal-

ing to them, and to the sons and
daughters of those who planted the

work of our God in days gone by
the wonderful truth of the things

of which we have been hear-

ing. Thank God those children are

not to be left without evidence and
testimony of the truth of the story

that has been related to them so

tearnestly by faithful fathers and
mothers many of whom have now
fallen asleep. I have often mar-
veled, at the testimonies of men, as

they have borne record in my hear-

ing to the truth of the work of God,
and to the knowledge that had been
given them concerning the purposes

of our Father in heaven. In the

days of my boyhood, I have won-
dered how it was possible that such

knowledge could be given to the

sons of men. But I humbly and
thankfully say, this afternoon, that

I am today possessed with a joy

passing all understanding because
of the fact that in the providences
and kindness of our Father in heav-

en, the truth that was made mani-
fest to my own parents afar off, and
that brought them to this region

of country, has also been revealed

to me in the very same manner in

which it was shown to my parents,

and that is by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Thank God we can look in-

to the future with confidence and
hope, believing that the same God
who has inspired the fathers of the

past, and who has given saving

knowledge to the fathers and moth-
ers of the present generation, will

also be mindful of those who are

to come in the future, and that the

divine revelation that we have heard
of from our brethren, will continue

to flow from our Father in heaven

to the sons and daughters of all fu-

ture generations. It is the will of

the Father that they shall also be

made to know that there is a God in

heaven, and that He has established

the work in which we are now la-

boring. He has decreed that His
work shall gather strength and
power, and that it shall attract the

attention of many men. God has
said it shall gather from every na-

tion under heaven those who are to

be saved and they shall be pricked,

by the power of God and be led

to the gathering place of the peo-

ple of the Lord.

Some of the things that we have
heard, my brethren and sisters, may
be classed among the deep things

of the kingdom, they may seem to

be very great and very wonderful,
and yet there are other precious

things that are easily understood
and seem to be very simple. Let
us be very thankful for the things

that are simple. We should all
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praise God and be thankful for the

testimony that has been borne in our
hearing that the winning of salva-

tion in the presence of the great

creator is but a simple thing. That
it is by the doing of little things that

do not call for any very marvelous
talent, that men and women will

eventually work out their salvation

and be approved by our Father in

heaven. That gives me hope, it

gives me courage to know that God
will not make any requirement of

me that I am not able to meet, if I

will but hearken to the counsels

that are imparted from time to time,

and endeavor to do as best I may
the things that are allotted to me to

do. I feel that every man and every

woman who has named the name of

the Redeemer, should take comfort
in the thought that God makes no
requirement of men, neither of com-
munities, that they are not able to

meet. God always provides a way
for the carrying out of His com-
mandments and for the accomplish-

ment of all His purposes.

I hope that as a people we will be

mindful of the blessings of the

Lord that rest upon us so bounti-

fully. Wherever we go, in travel-

ing about among the people, in the

north, and in the south, in the east,

and in the west, we see that the

hand of God has been over the peo-

ple ; that they are being blest and
prospered ; that the people are reap-

ing bounteous harvests ; so bounti-

ful that they scarcely are able to

take care of the things that have

been given them by our Father in

heaven and that are now being gar-

nered from the harvest field. We
ought not to be forgetful of the de-

mands of the Lord in our pros-

perity. We have had reference made
in regard to the principle of tithing,

to honoring the requirement of our

Father in relation to this great law.

I think we ought to be glad
to honor God and to give to Him,
whatever may be necessary in the

observance of His law, that we may
have continued claim upon His
blessings. We should set such ex-

amples before our offspring that

they will always remember in the

future of their lives, even after we
ourselves may be called away from
this sphere of action, that father

and mother observed the command-
ments of the Lord, that they were
honest with Father in heaven. Such
example will surely bear fruit in

the lives of the children, and per-

chance in a time to come, prick their

hearts and bring them to repentance,

if they should ever be indifferent,

or if they ever incline to wayward-
ness concerning the commandments
of the Lord. Do you ever think

of the feelings fathers and mothers
must have, who do not observe the

Word of Wisdom, who are not hon-

est with the Lord in the payment
of their tithing, when they discover

that their children are growing up
around them, and are going to

places of worship, and to various

organizations that have been estab-

lished by the commandment and will

of God for the education of the ris-

ing generation, where they are

properly taught the things of God.
When they learn the necessity -of

yielding obedience to the Word of

Wisdom, and of putting away the

things that are injurious to their

wonderful physical organizations,

they at the same time discover that

they have lived in the homes of

their parents, contrary to the coun-

sel of the Lord. There must be

strange feelings take possession of

boys and girls under such condi-

tions. Humiliation also must come
to parents when they know the chil-



ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN. 31

dren have discovered that father

and mother have not been true to

the faith. I think every father and
mother should be anxious to so live

that when their sons and daughters

go out from the home, when they

come in contact with officers, and
with elders of the Church who are

preaching the Gospel of the Re-
deemer of the world, they will al-

ways have something bearing testi-

mony within them : "That is what
I have been taught by my father

and by my mother ; that example
has always been set before me in

my home. There is nothing strange

or new in relation to these things.

I have been acquainted with them
all my life." I understand, my
brethren and sisters, that we are not

only to win salvation ourselves, by
an observance of the little things,

we are also by such example, to win
men who are in darkness to the

light as it is now manifest. The
Word of Wisdom, the law of tith-

ing, the honoring of the Sabbath

clay, being honest with our fellow

men, being good citizens, being in-

dustrious, and sober, and upright,

these little things, as they may be

termed, can be complied with by all

men, and their observance make up
a perfect character, that sort of char-

acter that is required by our Father

in heaven, that men may be saved

in His presence when they have fin-

ished with the battle of life.

I thank God for the thrill that

comes into my being as I listen to

the testimonies of the servants of

the Lord, and that I have no feeling

of opposition to the counsels and
doctrines that have been given us

by those who have a right to teach,

but that I have the feeling in my
heart that what we have been

taught, is true. The counsels as

imparted are for my benefit and for

my advantage, and to assist me in

winning the battle in which I am
engaged. I am thankful for a

knowledge of the truth of the work
of God and for the splendid his-

tory that has been made by the peo-

ple of the Lord. The more one
studies the history of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

the more he discovers in it, that

makes him feel this surely is not

the work of men, but it must be the

work of God.

I plead with men to seek to mag-
nify the authority of the holy priest-

hood, in the preaching of the Gos-

pel of the Lord Jesus Christ, preach-

ing it at home as it is preached

abroad. I regret, my brethren and
sisters, that there is occasion to cry

out to men who have been honored

with divine authority, and who have

been magnified in the eyes of men,

in the preaching of the word of the

Lord, to return to the path of duty,

and live the principles here at home
in the wards and stakes of Zion,

that they have taught men abroad

in the world to receive. We need to

remember that the eyes not only of

those who are not of us, but the

eyes of those who may have been

convinced by our own teaching and

testimony abroad in the various mis-

sions of the world, rest upon us

here in Zion, and that we are re-

sponsible for the discourse we are

delivering day by day, by our con-

duct and in choosing the path in

which we walk, our example is ob-

served by the people. I would like

to invite and plead with mission-

aries that they shall not only bear

testimony when they come home to

their people, of the hand of God that

has been over them, and His bless-

ing that has attended them, but

that they will manifest, year in and

vear out, that their hearts are filled
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with gratitude because of those

blessings, and because God has re-

vealed unto them the truth of His
Gospel, and has honored them with

the power and authority of His
priesthood.

There is room for every man to

work in Zion. There is a cry in

every ward, and with every presid-

ing officer, for help that the youth

may be cared for, that the organiz-

ations of the Church may be looked
after, that the principles of the Gos-
pel may be brought constantly to

the attention of the people. ]We

who have received the authority of

the priesthood and who have been

so marvelously and abundantly blest

by our Heavenly Father, should see

to it that we are exercising the au-
thority that has been conferred upon
us, for the glorifying of the name
of our Father in heaven and the

salvation of the souls of men.

I rejoice that I have standing in

the Church. I bear record and testi-

mony to the truth of the Gospel.

I know it is the power of God. I

know it has been revealed from the

heavens. I know the Father and
the Son have appeared upon this

earth, in our own time, and that

They taught Joseph Smith the way
of salvation ; that They also sent

holy angels conferring upon Him
the authority of the holy priesthood,

and gave him commandment for the

organization of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. I have

learned this by the manifestations

of the Spirit of the Lord to me as

an individual, and I feel grateful

for this testimony. I pray that it

may remain with me, and that a

similar testimony may remain also

with you, my brethren and sisters.

May our lives be fruitful in evidence

that God has revealed to us the

truth, and may our light and right

living lead other men to an investi-

gation of the message that has been

committed to men in our own dis-

pensation. God grant that the hearts

of many may be touched, that they

also may have their feet planted

in the straight and narrow way that

leads back into the presence of our

Father and to the eternal salvation

of the human family. God help us

all to endure to the end, I humbly
pray, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The congregation sang the hymn :

We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet
To guide us in these latter days;

We thank Thee for sending the gospel

To lighten our minds with its rays.

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Heber S. Allen.

Conference adjourned until 10

a. m-, Sunday, October 5th, 1913.


