
THIRD DAY.

Conference was resumed in the

Tabernacle, at 10 a. m., Monday,
October 6th ; President Joseph F.

Smith presiding-

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn

:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of

the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excel-

lent word!
What more can He say than to you

He hath said,

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled?

Prayer was offered by Elder

James Wotherspoon.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn

:

O, say, what is Truth? 'Tis the fairest

gem
That the riches of worlds can pro-

duce;
And priceless the value of truth will

be, when
The proud monarch's costliest diadem

Is counted but dross and refuse.

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH.

Marvelous power of Faith manifest in

modern as well as ancient times

—

Faith obtained by doing' God's will.

This morning we have met to-

gether in a continuation of the feast

we have enjoyed during the last two
days, and I hope that the prayer

which has been offered may be real-

ized, that our Heavenly Father will

pour out His Spirit upon those who
address us, that we may continue to

be edified and our faith increased.

Tn reading the scriptures, which I

trust this great congregation is ac-

customed to do, not occasionally but

frequently, our faith is strengthened

and our minds are directed towards
the Throne of Grace. In the 11th

chapter of Hebrews, we find re-

corded :

"Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. For by it the elders
obtained a good report. Through faith

we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made
of things which do appear.
"By faith Abel offered unto God a

more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gift's:

and by it he being dead, yet speaketh."
"By faith Enoch was translated that

he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated
him: for before his translation he had
this testimony, that he pleased God."
"But without faith it is impossible

to please him; for he that cometh to

God must believe that He is, and that

He is a rewarder of them that dili-

gently seek Him."

"By faith Noah, being warned of

God of things not seen as yet,

moved with fear, prepared an ark"
and was able to save himself and
family from a watery grave. Abra-
ham, by reason of his faith, was
able to go into the mountains with
his son Isaac, of whom it was said,

"In Isaac shall thy seed be called,"

and would have offered him as a

sacrifice, assured that God would
raise him from the dead and fulfil

His promise. But the Lord pro-
vided another sacrifice, accepting
his obedience and accounting it unto
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him for righteousness ; and verily

in his seed have all the nations of

•the earth been blessed. By faith

Moses led the children of Israel

from bondage, passing through the

Red sea as by dry land, which, the

pursuing hosts of the Egyptians es-

saying to do, were drowned. The
multitude were fed with bread from
heaven. When Moses smote the

rock in Horeb, water gushed forth

to slake their thirst; and, passing
through the wilderness, they were
led to the promised land. By faith

the three Hebrew children, who
were cast into the fiery furnace, had
their lives spared ; and the prophet
Daniel was taken from the lion's

den unharmed.
It was by faith that all the mira-

cles were wrought by the Redeemer
of the world, and by those who were
associated with Him. From the be-

ginning of time until now it has
been the faithful man who has had
power with God.

In this latter dispensation it was
because of his implicit faith in God

' that the boy prophet went into the

woods and knelt down and prayed,

and received the first great heavenly
manifestation that came to him, by
which the personality of the God-
head was again made known to

mankind. It was by faith that he

was able to go to the hill Cumorah
and receive from the hands of the

angel those sacred records that he
later translated by the gift and
power of God. It was by faith he

led his people from Kirtland to the

land of Missouri and back to Illi-

nois, and though repeatedly plun-

dered and driven from their homes,

the faith that had been planted in

their hearts remained with them,
and they knew that God was mind-
ful of them. It was by faith that

the great city of Nauvoo was found-

ed, under the direction of the

Prophet Joseph Smith ; and by faith

the glorious truths contained in the

Doctrine and Covenants were re-

ceived by him.

It was by faith that Brigham
Young lead the people into this

western land; and, when he arrived

upon the summit of the mountain
and looked over the valley, God
gave to him a witness that this was
the place where Israel should be
planted. It was by faith that the
irrigation system was perfected, by
which it was made possible to de-

velop this great intermountain coun-
try. It was by faith that the people
laid the corner stone of this great

Temple, in their weakness and in

their poverty, believing that God
would prepare the way and provide
the means whereby the structure

might be completed. It was by faith

that the mercy of our Heavenly
Father was extended to the people,

when, in their distress, they saw
their crops being consumed by the

crickets, with no means of prevent-

ing it, and, in the providence of

God,- their prayers were answered,
and they received a witness of it in

the coming of the gulls to preserve

their harvest and deliver them from
starvation.

It has been by faith that the elders

of Israel have gone forth, leaving

home and loved ones, and enduring
the reproach of the world, to bear
witness that God lives and that

Jesus is the Christ, and that Joseph
Smith was a prophet of the Lord.
By faith your sick have been healed,

your dead have been raised to life.

Were the records available of the

miracles wrought among this people

during the past century, it would be
a testimony of the power of God.
through faith, unsurpassed in any
age of the world.
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It is this principle, my brethren

and sisters, that points us heaven-

ward, that gives us hope in the bat-

tle of life. When we become con-

fused, and find ourselves confronted

by obstacles we, seemingly, cannot
overcome, having faith in the Re-
deemer of the world, we can go to

Him and know that our prayers will

be answered for our good. Only a

few days ago, one of our sisters, vis-

iting in the east, in a conversation

, with an educated man, was told by
him, "I cannot believe as you do but

I wish that I could. It is beautiful."

And so it is with many of our

Father's children, who, observing

the character of this work, watching
the actions of the men and women
who have embraced the .truth, they

are filled with amazement at what
has been accomplished, and the

peace and happiness that follows the

sincere believer, and wish that they

too might have part in it ; and they

could if they had faith.

We know that faith is a gift of

God ; it is the fruitage of righteous

living. It does not come to us by
our command, but is the result of

doing the will of our Heavenly
Father. If we lack faith let us ex-

amine ourselves to see if we have
been keeping His commandments,
and repent without delay if we have
not. It has been by faith that the

men who have stood at the head of

this work have been inspired, from
time to time, to give the instructions

that we have needed. It is by faith

that we are edified on occasions like

this, by those who minister in the

name of the Lord, and the Com-
forter quickens their understanding,

bringing things past to their remem-
brance and showing them things to

come ; thus evidencing the spirit of

revelation.

May the Lord increase our faith,

and may we live to be worthy of it.

May we inspire faith in the hearts
of our wives and children, by lives
of righteousness and devotion at all

times; and may every soul that
comes in contact with us, whether
they be of Israel or not, be able to
recognize in us virtues worthy of
children of God. May we prove
ourselves deserving of our oppor-
tunities in this dispensation, -and
when the time comes to be gathered
home may we receive the welcome
plaudit, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant, thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,"
is my prayer for you and all our
Father's children, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDEB DAVE) 0. BTKAY.

Appreciation of Gospel truths increased
by study—Treasures of Truth in Doc-
trine and Covenants—Latter-day Israel
should not "halt between two opin-
ions," but choose to obey God—Spirit-
ual and physical power obtained by
obeying God's laws—"What is the use
of hearing and not doing?"

This conference has indeed been
an inspiration to Israel. I pray
that the same spirit that has guided
the brethren who have addressed the
different congregations may direct

my thoughts and remarks during
the next few minutes. My heart
has been filled with thanksgiving as

I have listened to the admonitions
from the Presidency of the Church,
the council of the twelve, and others

who have adressed us.

It seems to me that more specific

instructions and admonitions have
been given to the Saints this con-
ference than ever before at any par-


