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It is this principle, my brethren

and sisters, that points us heaven-

ward, that gives us hope in the bat-

tle of life. When we become con-

fused, and find ourselves confronted

by obstacles we, seemingly, cannot
overcome, having faith in the Re-
deemer of the world, we can go to

Him and know that our prayers will

be answered for our good. Only a

few days ago, one of our sisters, vis-

iting in the east, in a conversation

, with an educated man, was told by
him, "I cannot believe as you do but

I wish that I could. It is beautiful."

And so it is with many of our

Father's children, who, observing

the character of this work, watching
the actions of the men and women
who have embraced the .truth, they

are filled with amazement at what
has been accomplished, and the

peace and happiness that follows the

sincere believer, and wish that they

too might have part in it ; and they

could if they had faith.

We know that faith is a gift of

God ; it is the fruitage of righteous

living. It does not come to us by
our command, but is the result of

doing the will of our Heavenly
Father. If we lack faith let us ex-

amine ourselves to see if we have
been keeping His commandments,
and repent without delay if we have
not. It has been by faith that the

men who have stood at the head of

this work have been inspired, from
time to time, to give the instructions

that we have needed. It is by faith

that we are edified on occasions like

this, by those who minister in the

name of the Lord, and the Com-
forter quickens their understanding,

bringing things past to their remem-
brance and showing them things to

come ; thus evidencing the spirit of

revelation.

May the Lord increase our faith,

and may we live to be worthy of it.

May we inspire faith in the hearts
of our wives and children, by lives
of righteousness and devotion at all

times; and may every soul that
comes in contact with us, whether
they be of Israel or not, be able to
recognize in us virtues worthy of
children of God. May we prove
ourselves deserving of our oppor-
tunities in this dispensation, -and
when the time comes to be gathered
home may we receive the welcome
plaudit, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant, thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,"
is my prayer for you and all our
Father's children, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDEB DAVE) 0. BTKAY.

Appreciation of Gospel truths increased
by study—Treasures of Truth in Doc-
trine and Covenants—Latter-day Israel
should not "halt between two opin-
ions," but choose to obey God—Spirit-
ual and physical power obtained by
obeying God's laws—"What is the use
of hearing and not doing?"

This conference has indeed been
an inspiration to Israel. I pray
that the same spirit that has guided
the brethren who have addressed the
different congregations may direct

my thoughts and remarks during
the next few minutes. My heart
has been filled with thanksgiving as

I have listened to the admonitions
from the Presidency of the Church,
the council of the twelve, and others

who have adressed us.

It seems to me that more specific

instructions and admonitions have
been given to the Saints this con-
ference than ever before at any par-
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ticular conference. My heart is in

hearty atune with the suggestion of

President Smith, that the Latter-day

Saints think more about the Gospel

and spiritual things, that they give

more attention to these matters, de-

vote more time to the real things in

life, and less time to those things

that will perish. It is also in hearty

accord with the admonition to resist

the various temptations in our midst.

Thos'e two suggestions alone, if Lat-

ter-day Saints would adopt them in

their lives, would be sufficient to

make this people a light upon a

hill, a light that could not be hid.

We refer to such teachings some-
times as little things, but indeed they

are the greatest in this life. If we
were to pay more attention to such

advice and devote more study to the

modern revelations as contained in

the Doctrine and Covenants, we
would grow in appreciation of the

magnitude of the great work that

has been established in this dispen-

sation. It is often said that the

Church is the greatest thing in the

world—it is—but the more we give

attention to it, and realize how well

adapted it is to our individual life,

to our home life, to our social life

;

when we study it from the stand-

point of our environment from the

standpoint of scientific discoveries,

our hearts are made to rejoice for

God's goodness unto us in giving

us the privilege of knowing the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Nearly every passage in the Doc-
trine and Covenants is replete with

admonitions, full of inspiration and
wonderful revelations to men.
Sometimes those revelations are

couched in but few words, but by
careful study one sees how closely

related they are to all truth, Take
far example the wonderful revela-

tion, simply expressed, in regard

to government by the priesthood:
"No power or influence can or ought
to be maintained by the priesthood
only by persuasion, long suffering,
gentleness, meekness and with love
unfeigned." Just think of that use
of the word "unfeigned," Love
pretended has no influence. Love
unfeigned always has the power to
reach the heart. To continue : "Re-
proving at times by sharpness, and
afterwards showing forth greater
love towards him whom thou hast
reproved lest he esteem thee to be
his enemy." Why it is a wonderful
admonition and lesson in regard to
the government, not only in quor-
ums of priesthood in the Church
offices but in our home life and in all

phases of association in society.
Consider, again, the suggestion in
regard to the worth of souls, "Re-
member the worth of souls is

great." Also the revelation in re-
gard to the true riches, "Seek after
the riches I shall give, wisdom" and
so on, "and the riches of the world
will be added also." Such things
are the real things in the world.
And so we might continue, reve-
lation after revelation as given in
the Doctrine and Covenants, if

studied and paid attention to by the
Latter-day Saints, will establish
faith in their hearts and make them
rejoice at this great and wonderful
organization placed among men for
their salvation.

Not the least among these by anv
means is that revelation on the word
of

4
wisdom. Now there are just

one or two little paragraphs in it

that refer to the use of strong
drink : "If any man among you use
strong drink, behold it is not good."
Just a simple statement; it is un-
qualified, but there it stands. "Wine
and strong drink are not. good."
That revelation was given over
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eighty years ago—the Word of God,
not only to the people who are mem-
bers of His Church but to the in-

habitants of the world wherever
that book has been published ;

wher-

ever it has been distributed by the

elders of the Church the word of

God has been sounded to the world.

People have thus been told by rev-

elation that it is not good to indulge

in these intoxicating beverages ; but

they have wavered, and some Lat-

ter-day Saints have wavered. They
have been very much as ancient

Israel with the gods of Baal. You
remember when Elijah came
amongst them denouncing their

worship of idols. He had been
hidden for several months, and dur-

ing the three and a half years fam-
ing had kept away from the king.

The famine became so sore that the

people gathered near Mount Car-
mel, a projecting peak near the

Mediterranean Sea. Elijah, deter-

mining to reveal himself told one
of his friends to inform the king
that he, Elijah, was there. The man
hesitated to go. Elijah said, "This

clay I will show myself to him,"

and he did ; and when the king saw
him he said, "Art thou he that

troubleth Israel?" and the prophet

answered. "I have not troubled

Israel, but thou and thy father's

house in that ye have forsaken the

commandments of the Lord, thou

has followed Baalim." Then Eli-

jah suggested, "Now therefore send,

and gather to me all Israel unto

Mount Carmel, and the prophets of

Baal, four hundred and fifty and let

us determine here today whether
the god of Baal is the true god or

whether the God of Israel is the

true god." The people assembled
in that picturesque place and Elijah

adressed them : "Hozv long halt ye

between ttvo opinions ? If the Lord

be God, follow Him, but if Baal,

then follow him. And the people
answered not a word." It is sugges-
tive. There the people were halt-

ing: many of them knew in a way
that Israel's God was omnipotent,

that He it was who could save them,
and yet the other gods offered pleas-

ure, offered indulgence \ and the

people halted ; some trying to serve

and yield obedience to both. "How
long halt ye between two opin-

ions?" said the prophet; "If the

Lord be God follow Him, if Baal

be god, follow him;" but don't try

to mix in trying to serve one today

and then falling back in obedience

to the teachings of the other tomor-
row. Well, you know the test that

was decided upon
;
you know the re-

sult, and the death that came to the

priests of Baal.

While listening to the word of

God as given in this conference by
our President, who admonished Is-

rael to refrain from indulgence in

tobacco, and to refrain from indul-

gence in strong drink, I thought

that instruction has been given to

us now for eighty years, and still

we falter in obedience. How long,

Israel, halt ye between two opin-

ions ? The Lord has said that strong

drink is not good. Eighty years

ago that was declared. Only a few
weeks ago, in this country, at a

meeting of brewers, a man rose and
said : "We don't want the people to

drink more beer, but we want more
people to drink beer." Which teach-

ing will you heed? Which will the

nation accept? Whose voice will the

people heed? One declared in the

voice of Omnipotence that beer, al-

coholic beverages, are not good ; the

other declared it is good, and he

wants to develop the appetite of the

people so more people will drink.

"How long; halt ve between two
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opinions?" What does it mean to

obey God's word ? to refrain from
indulgence in narcotics, and alco-

holic beverages ? It means stronger

manhood ; it means brighter intel-

lects ; it means stronger and more
perfect physical organism ; it means
better and truer husbands, more de-

voted and affectionate fathers ; it

means parenthood that will trans-

mit to children clean habits, and
power in the will to resist temp-

tations of appetite and greater temp-
tations of passion that may come
to them ; it means happy Homes,

contented wives, well dressed and
better educated children ; it means a

safe and sound citizenship which
goes for the building of a safe and
sound nation ; it means salvation for

the individual in the kingdom of

God. A little thing? On the other

hand, what does indulgence mean?
Weakened manhood, a weakened
will, a physical organism that will

transmit weakness to unborn gener-

ations ; it means the cutting off of

life by slow suicide ; it means the

derangement of mental faculties ; it

means the breaking up of homes, it

means broken hearted wives, desti-

tute children, a weakened society

and an underminded Republic—that

is what it means. Recent investi-

gations by scientists confirm these

statement.

The American Society for the

study of alcoholic beverages and
narcotics, recently made a report al-

so to this effect. You will find it in

the Senate Document no. 48 issued

May 17th, 1909. Their conclusions

are these : that alcohol is not safe as

a common beverage in any of its

present commercial forms, or for or-

dinary prescriptions ; that it is a

thief of all the vitality of the tis-

sues ; that its promises of strength

are mocking lies ; its semblance of

power is simply nerve center dis-

turbances that end in ultimate weak-
ness and destruction. That the

whiskey problem is a greater prob-
lem today in this country than the

great white plague. The intemp-
erance in the United States today
costs this country over one billion,

eight hundred and eighty-three mil-

lion dollars ; that today in this Re-
public there are over three million

drinkers who have been taught that

alcohol is a mild stimulant and a
pleasant tonic, and the worst of it

is that nearly all these will say they
can quit it, each says, "I can leave

it alone." The demon is lying to

them always, promising them some-
thing which it cannot give.

I believe, Latter-day Saints, that

it is time for this people to stand

tip in earnest in the strength of true

manhood and declare against these

evils. Let us think about them now ;

go from this conference deter-

mined, so far as we are concerned,

that we will live in accordance with

the admonitions given. This means
that in our individual life we will

refrain from the use of these things

—whiskey, tobacco, tea and coffee.

As you know the Latter-day Saints

are not alone in declaring against

the use of these beverages. Men
have proved by scientific research

that the word of God as given to

the prophet Joseph Smith eighty

years ago is the word of life and
salvation to man. Then as indi-

viduals let us refrain. It grieved

me yesterday, as I passed into a

restaurant, to see some of our people
indulging in some of those bever-
ages, after having listened to the

teachings of this conference. What
is the use of hearing and not do-

ing? Think! Be strong enough to

introduce the principles into active

life ; and after doing that, as indi-
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viduals, see that it is cleared up in

our homes, use your influence with
your children ; and remember ex-

ample in the home will go further

in helping our children than our

teaching. Parents, you cannot af-

ford for the sake of your children,

to use these things. You may want
to, but I tell you you have no right

to transmit such an appetite and a

weakened will to those unborn chil-

dren whom God may give you you
have no right to do it. Children are

entitled to a kingly birth, whether
they must live in a mud hovel or in

a palace ; it makes no difference—

a

kingly birth, inherited strength,

physical strength, moral strength,

and a tendency towards spiritual

upljft.

Then after freeing our homes
from forbidden things, let us clean

up our towns, eliminate saloons

from every city and county. I

congratulate the Latter-day Saints

that in nearly ever)' town where
members of the Church are in the

majority, the saloons are closed. I

trust that the time is not far distant

when they will be eliminated from
every town in our state, and from
every city and state in our country.

I believe with all my heart the sen-

timents of David Starr Jordan, as

expressed in that excellent little

work, "The Strength of Being
Clean," part of which is as follows

:

"So far as the drink of the drunk-
ards is concerned, prohibition may
not prohibit; but to clean up a town,
to free it from corrosion, save men
and boys, and girls too, from vice;

and who shall say that moral sanita-

ion is not as much the duty of the
community as physical sanitation?
The city of the future will not per-

mit the existence of slums and dives
and tippling houses; it will prohibit

their existence for the same reason
that it now prohibits pig-pens and
dung heaps and cess-pools, for where

all these things are—slums and cess-
pools, saloons and pig-pens—there the
people grow weak and die."

, "Why halt ye, Israel, between two
opinions? If God be God, follow

Him ; if Bacchus, then follow him."
God help us all to know the truth

and to have strength to live it, is

my prayer, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PKESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

I think the natural inquiry that

would arise in the minds of all

present this morning after listening

to the remarks which we have
heard would be, can we as intel-

ligent men and women, professing

to be honest before God, resist the

force, the justice and the righteous-

ness of the appeals that are being
made to us? Can we do it? I say

we cannot and be Latter-day

Saints.

Sister Amelia Margetts sang a

soprano solo, "The plains of peace."

EIDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Past 83 years of Church's history
proves its divine origin—Prophecies
fulfilled concerning re-establishment
of Church—Multitude of details con-
firming fact that this is God's work
—No other people fulfilling proph-
ecies, nor possessing completeness
of Christ's Gospel.

"Think not that I am come to de-
stroy the law, or the prophets: I am
not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

"For verily I say unto you, Till

heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the

law, till all be fulfilled."

I have been thinking of these

words of the Savior, my brethren

and sisters, since the beginning of

this conference, and applying them

to the establishment and develop-


