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I am very grateful, my brethren

and sisters, for the privilege of be-

ing present at this conference, to

hear the word of the Lord, and the

testimonies of His servants. I can

bear testimony to the truthfulness

of all that has been said. I rejoice

in the testimony of the Gospel. I

know that this is the work of the

Lord, and that He has intrusted it

unto us. It is our duty to deliver

it unto the world. It has been given

unto us freely, and freely we give

it unto them; and as the different

individuals all over the world accept

the Gospel,—without regard to race,

nationality, or creed—and live ac-

cording to its teachings, they join

with us in the love which is common
to all faithful Latter-day Saints.

During this conference we had
the pleasure of listening to a prayer

by one of our brothers of another

race, offered in our language, and
I rejoiced in his prayer. I rejoice

with all my brethren and sisters who
accept and faithfully live the Gos-

pel, no matter where they come
from. The Gospel is sweet to me,

and to all who join in that common
love for the truth, when it has been

made plain unto them, and they

have been blessed with courage and
strength to obey its teachings. We
rejoice together in the knowledge
of the plan of redemption, for we
are given the privilege to walk ac-

cording to the teachings of our Sav-

ior, and by obeying them we shall

return unto Him and share in that

eternal love of our Father which is

in heaven. This is my testimony

and I rejoice in it.

I thank the Lord for the many
privileges that have come to me in

associating with the general author-

ities of the Church, those whom the

Lord has called to direct His work
in the earth today. I rejoice in the

teachings of the Gospel, and in the

testimonies that have been borne in

this conference, and in the instruc-

tions we have received ; they are the
word of the Lord to us. The many
thousands gathered together in the

different sessions of this conference
have listened to these words, and
they are words that should be re-

membered by all. It is our duty
now, as Latter-day Saints, as chil-

dren of our Father in heaven, to

carry these teachings home and
make use of them. We are weak

—

for we are earthly ; we need remind-
ing; we are frail creatures, to a cer-

tain extent, and are subject to weak-
nesses both of mind and body. We
are very dependent creatures and
need constant reminding of our du-
ties. That is one of the purposes
of this great gathering, and of other
gatherings at our homes in the

wards and stakes of Zion.

I pray that our Father in heaven
will give us strength, even if we
are weak and mortal, to carry to

our homes the great teachings

which we have been reminded of,

and then live according to our du-
ties as Latter-day Saints.

You know, brethren and sisters,

that we are not of the world. We
have come out of the world, there-

fore we are different from the

world ; these worldly things that we
are prone to adopt in our lives, we
have been warned to leave alone

;

and where they have taken posses-

sion of us, and we look upon them
as weaknesses, from a spiritual and
progressive standpoint, they should

be overcome. We should go forth

in the strength which our Father
has given us, that spiritual strength

by which we live, and we will grow
By receiving and putting into prac-
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tice the teachings of this conference,

and those we receive from the Lord,

through His servants, from time to

time. Let us rise above our weak-

nesses by commencing today to live

better lives. It is a simple thing to

commence, but it takes faith to en-

dure to the end. There may be

weaknesses in our lives which have

grown upon us and become habits,

so that it will be somewhat difficult

for some of us to leave them off at

once, or of our own strength, we
niust have the help of the Lord ; and

it can be secured through humility

in prayer and in obedience to the

laws of His Gospel.

I thank the Lord for the teachings

of the Gospel, and do pray that His
Spirit will give us strength to com-
mence now to reform and live as

Latter-day Saints, and not as if we
were living in Babylon. We can

overcome our tendencies toward
disease, sin, and decay, by heeding
the remindings and teachings given

by President Smith in the first ses-

sion of this conference.

Now, with the power that has

been given to me to bless, I desire

to bless this congregation and all

Israel, that we may see and study
the conditions by which we are sur-

rounded, and in the strength that

has been given us have power to

overcome them, become better, and
conform more nearly to the teach-

ings of our Master; that we may
prepare this earth for His coming.

This is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus' Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH E. EOBINSON.
(President of California Mission.)

With you, my brethren and sis-

ters, I rejoice in the testimony of

the brethren who have addressed us

and in the fact that we are pointed

back to first principles. It is a mat-
ter that I had thought upon because

of some recent experiences. I had
recalled the testimony of Paul to

the ancient Galatians, wherein he
said he marveled because they had
been called so soon to another gos-

pel which, however, was not a gos-

pel, for there is but one, which is

the power of God unto salvation;

and as He told Timothy, men have
lulled themselves to sleep, having
itching ears, and they have had
teachers after their own lusts, who
have pleased their fancies and have
drawn them away from the truths

of the everlasting Gospel. In the

world, men are declaring today that

there is no such thing as sin, only as

a person may conceive it in his own
mind; that all things are as they
should be, and that evil is only to

those who think evil. One of our
greatest churches, one of late

growth too, is largely responsible,

I take it, for this mental atitude of

the people abroad. I was astound-

ed, while coming to this city, to

find among five gentlemen, who are

well read and widely traveled, thest

very thoughts that I am expressing

to you now, and that the pleasures

of life were more desirable than the

things which we look upon as of

eternal worth, and that they were
more punctilious in the observance
of the so-called pleasures than they

were in the obligations to uphold

and defend the right and preserve

the morals of the public, and to help

maintain civic probity. So I take

it as most timely, to the Latter-day

Saints, that we should be admon-
ished anew of the things for which
our fathers came out of the old

world and for which they planted us

securely in the tops of the moun-
tains, for which they denied their

own appetites and made it possible


