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if our General Board had been a
little more active in their efforts

among the Latter-day Saints, go-
ing out and setting the proper ex-

ample before them, even a greater

work than this might have been ac-

complished.

"A very considerable item among
the many expenditures of the Church
for benevolent purposes is the aid 'ex-
tended to our Mexican refugees.

"The Church has sought to provide,
as far as possible, mission headquart-
ers and places of worship in the dif-

ferent missions as the need for such
appears. At the present time the mis-
sions hold, as the property of the
Church used strictly for missionary
services and places of worship, houses
as follows:

British mission 9
California mission 5

Central States mission 10
Eastern States mission 4
Hawaiian mission 9
Iosepa Colony 1

Japanese mission 1

Netherlands mission 2
New Zealand mission 3

Northern States mission 6
Northwestern States mission 6
Samoan mission 8
Scandinavian mission 6
Swedish mission 1

Southern States mission 46
Tahitian mission 2
Western States mission. 3

All 46 places in the Southern
States mission, with the exception

of the headquarters in Chattanooga,

have been provided for by the mis-

sion itself. The president of the

Southern States mission has made
his mission self-sustaining, and is

able to send a portion of the tith-

ings of the people there to the Pre-

siding Bishop's office, besides. I

think it is a worthy example for

some of the rest of our brethren.

To me these are very interesting

facts, and I think they are facts that

everybody in the Church should

know. I would like to say that the

books in the Bishop's office are open
to Latter-day Saints. There isn't

a Latter-day Saint anywhere who
may not obtain information with
reference to these matters and
others of interest to himself, at any
time when he desires to obtain them
for his own information and benefit,

and for the work of the ministry

in which he may be engaged. It is

open to him.

Now, the Lord bless you. I hope
you will pardon me for occupying
so much of your time. God bless

Zion. My heart is with this work,
and this people. I love God. I

know that He is, and I know that

my Redeemer lives. May the Lord
help us to abide in the truth and
be faithful and vigilant and valiant

unto the winding up of our labor in

life, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

Marion Hess, of Farmington,
sang a bass solo entitled, "I Come
to Thee."
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Missionaries admonished to economize—

-

Political affiliations should not antag-

onize Church members—Teach the

Gospel at home to the children—All

members of the Church should work to

save souls—Blessings invoked.

I am sure that we have all been

edified this morning by the splendid

discourse delivered by President

Smith, and by the music we have lis-

tened to. It is indeed good to be

here. It is remarkable to me that

so many df the members of the

Church are able to be present at the

opening session of this conference.

This house is now filled so that if

those who are standing were seated,

every seat would be occupied.

I wonder how many of us have
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examined ourselves this morning,
during the remarks of President
Smith. How many of us have asked
ourselves the question, "Are the de-

linquencies referred to in any way
applicable to me?" For, after all,

the purpose of our coming together
is that we may receive the inspira-

tion of the Spirit of the Lord, and
that we may be taught the things

that will be beneficial to us if we
apply them in our lives.

From all portions of the world
comes the glad tidings that investi-

gation of the truth is increasing.

From every mission field, without
exception, comes the request for

more missionaries than we are able

to supply, and in many cases they
are sorely needed. Many of the
wards keep their full quota of mis-
sionaries in the field, and are reap-
ing the benefits that follow such a
course.

While speaking on missionary
work, I desire to call your attention

to the fact that, in the mission field,

our representatives are doing a mag-
nificent work, and the result of every
effort is manifest in numerous con-
versions to the truth. I would like

to direct the attention of Presidents
of Stakes, Bishops of Wards, and
parents in Israel to the fact that

many of our elders are expending
more money in the mission field than
they should, and that the excess of
money they are using is often harm-
ful to them and to the cause of God.
Some of our elders, send home for

funds with the expectation that their

demand will be met, no matter what
the financial condition of their fam-
ily may be. I believe they do this

thoughtlessly, in most cases, but the
fact is the elder who expends much
means in the mission field usually

Hoes it in a way that it is not fruit-

ful of blessings to himself, or ben-

eficial to the Church. We would
like those in authority in the stakes

and wards to give this matter atten-

tion, and see if we cannot impress

upon the minds of our sons going
into the world the importance of liv-

ing as much as possible in the homes
of the people. That they may teach

them the truth and confer blessings

on those who entertain them.

It is a pleasure to mingle with

the elders who have filled successful

missions, who have returned from
the nations of the earth in honor.

They bring with them a spirit of

happiness and satisfaction. They
come home feeling that they have
done well, and they know, if they

have done their duty, that the Lord
is pleased with them, and with the

efforts they have put forth to bless

their fellows.

From time to time we are arrayed

against each other in political cam-
paigns. I don't know another peo-

ple more intense than we are during
such periods, and I regret that men
are sometimes led to say and do
things that are unworthy of a Lat-

ter-day Saint. The great political

parties are necessary. It is import-

ant that our liberties be preserved,

and all should be interested, and it

seems to me that we can be consist-

ent Church members and take part

in politics, while we accord to others

the privileges we claim for our-
selves. We should be deeply con-
cerned in the welfare of the nation,

and sustain good and great men. as

the Lord has commanded us, in or-

der that we may continue to enjoy
freedom. Some of our brethren

have become so wrapped up in their

political ambitions that they place

them in advance of their faith in

God. Quite recently, one man was
heard to remark that he could not

believe in a church which taught
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that the constitution of the United
States was inspired oi God, yet we
believe it was inspired. This, of

course, is an extreme case, yet is an
indication of what we might be
tempted to say. I would like to ad-
monish you not to let your political

ambitions lead up to make remarks
that would wound your fellows, and
draw you away from the Church.
Whenever your politics cause you to

speak unkindly of your brethren,

know this, that you are upon dan-
gerous ground. Remember that,

after the great political nations of

this world have crumbled and fallen

to decay, the Church of Jesus Christ,

with which you are identified, will

be in existence, and the Master
Himself will continue to be its head.

Let us not become so worked up in

our feelings that we shut our eyes

to the greater blessings, to the most
important thing, the salvation of our
souls. Let us not ally ourselves

with bodies of men who would tear

down and break in pieces this gov-
ernment, that was founded under
the inspiration of God the Eternal

Father. We cannot belong to any
political party that is opposed to this

free government and be consistent

Latter-day Saints.

I rejoice, my brethren and sisters,

in the unity that exists among you. I

am gratified as I travel from place

to place to find in the homes of our
people the spirit of love and kind-

ness. They are attending to their

daily prayers. Their children are

being taught to pray, and ask a

blessing upon the food. Fathers and
mothers are teaching their children

to honor God and to keep His com-
mandments. All these things give

me joy, and I am thankful for the

peace that I find in such homes.
In our homes, brethren and sis-

ters, it is our privilege, nay, it is our

duty, to call our families together to

be taught the truths of the Holy
Scriptures. In every home, children

should be encouraged to read the

word of the Lord, as it has been re-

vealed to us in all dispensations. We
should read the Bible, the Book of

Mormon, the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, and the Pearl of Great Price

;

not only read it in our homes, but

explain it to our children, that they

may understand the hand dealings

of God with the peoples of the earth.

Let us see if we cannot do more of

this in the future than we have done

in the past. Let each one in this

congregation today ask himself

:

"Have I done my duty in my home
in reading and in teaching the Gos-
pel, as it has been revealed through
the prophets of the Lord?" If we
have not let us repent of our neglect

and draw our families around us and
teach them the truth.

I would like to suggest that some
of these older men, who have raised

their own families, may, with profit,

go into the homes of their sons and
daughters and, by right of their

fatherhood, call those families to-

gether and teach them the things

that are necessary for them to know.
On every hand we can find oppor-

tunity for the use of the talents our
Father has blessed us with. Let us

do individual work with our breth-

ren and sisters. If we find a man
or a woman who has not succeeded
in life, one who is weakening in his

faith, let us not turn our backs upon
him ; let us make it a point to visit

him, and go to him in kindness and
love, and encourage him to turn

from the error of his way. The op-

portunity to do individual work
among us as a people is present

everywhere ; and there are few men
and few women in this Church who
could not, if they would, reach out
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a little 'farther from the circle with

which they are identified, and say

a kind word, or teach the truth to

some of our Father's children who
are not being reached by the organ-

izations of the Church, because we
are unable to gather them in. This

is our Father's work. It is the most
important thing that we will be iden-

tified with in this life. All that we
do to build it up will be profitable to

us. Every kind act that we perform
for one of our Father's children is

but a permanent investment made
by us that will bear eternal divi-

dends. We spend our time seeking

the riches of this life, and on every

hand opportunities are being ne-

lgected that would lay up for us

treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not corrupt nor thieves break

in and steal. The Lord will not

hold President Smith responsible for

the conduct of this great Church,
only so far as he is required to per-

form his duties in it, but you and I,

each and everyone, are responsible

to the Father of us all for the time

we expend in this life, and for the

efforts that we make in one direc-

tion or another. It is just as import-

ant that those of us, who may feel

that we are down in the ranks,

should be fasting and praying and
working for the salvation of the

souls of men, as that those who are

presiding over us should. It is just

as important for you and for me to

let our light so shine that others,

seeing our good works, may glorify

our Father in heaven, as that those

who have been called to preside over

us in the Church should do so. I am
afraid some Off us expect others to

spend all their lives in the interest of

the Church, many times to the ne-

glect of their own families, in order

that this work may continue on to

the successful fruition ; but forget

that we ought to do as much as
they if we expect the blessing.

Now let us examine ourselves.
Are we doing as much as we
should? And if we are not, let us
turn around and do better. If we
are doing as we should, if we are
reaching out in all directions to do
good to the children of our Father,
then we will bring to ourselves the
blessing of an all wise Father, and
we will rejoice in the good that we
accomplish here. When we go to
the other side of the veil, we will

receive there the thanks and grati-

tude of those for whom we have la-

bored in this life. Let us be humble
and prayerful, living near to our
Heavenly Father, and evidence our
belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
by living up to its principles. Let
us evidence our faith in God, and in

the work He has given to the earth,

by a correct and consistent life, for
after all that is the strongest testi-

mony that we will be able to bear
of the truth of this work.

I am grateful for the companion-
ship that I have with my brethren
and sisters in the Church. I am
grateful that I have been considered
worthy to have a name in this great
organization of our Father, and
thank you one and all for all the

comfort that you have given me in

the times that are past, when we
have had the privilege of meeting
in your homes in the stakes of Zion,

I appreciate your consideration and
kindness to me, and to the brethren
who come to you, from time to time,

from the headquarters of the

Church.

May the Lord add His blessings

;

may His peace be upon us ; may the

spirit of kindness, of love, and of
charity which we possess lead us to

our neighbors who are not of our
faith. May the disposition that we
manifest to honor all men, and ac-
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cord to them their liberties inspire

in the hearts of some of those who
are not of us a desire to do the same.
May the testimony that we bear, that

God lives and that Jesus is the

Christ and the Redeemer of the

world, find lodgement in the breasts

of those who do not understand it,

and, by reason of that testimony,

may they be brought to a knowl-

edge of the truth. May this great

work of our Father, in these last

days, continue to roll on, not to do
any man harm but to uplift every
soul with which it comes in contact.

May it continue to spread abroad in

the earth for the lifting up and en-

couragement of all our Father's

children, and for the alleviation of

their distress of mind, and the con-

ditions they bring upon themselves

by disobedience to the laws of our

God.

May His peace be upon all Israel.

May His peace be upon the land in

which we live. May He bless those

who stand at the head of this gov-

ernment, that they may be inspired

to labor for the good and the wel-

fare of all the people who dwell

here. May the influence of this na-

tion be for the liberty and enlight-

ment of all the nations of the earth

;

may they see in this great republic,

the organization which was inspired

by our Father, that righteousness

will lead them to better lives, and
that will bring to them the oppor-

tunity to worship God according to

the dictates of their conscience, that

thereby, they may be able to return

into His presence.

May His peace be upon you all,

and His blessing upon all Israel, is

my prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Smith read the follow-

ing notice

:

In order that Latter-day Saints vis-
iting the general conference may se-
cure comfortable quarters during their
stay in the city, all members of the
Church living in Salt Lake City who
have accommodations to offer to our
visitors will please send their names
and addresses, giving the number
whom they can accommodate and the
charges, if any, which will be made, to
Benjamin Goddard, at the Bureau of
Information, telephone Wasatch 309.

William McLachlan,
Richard W. Young,
Hugh J. Cannon,
Nephi L. Morris,
Benjamin Goddard.

Committee on Entertainment.

A soprano solo, "The Night Birds
Cooing," was rendered by John
Parrish, of Centerville.

The choirs and congregation sang
the hymn :

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings free
We here enjoy;

In this far western land,
A true and chosen band,
Led hither by Thy hand,
We sing for joy.

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Alma Merrill.

Conference adjourned until 2
p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference was resumed at 2
p. m., President Joseph F. Smith
presiding.

The combined choirs and congre-
gation sang the hymn

:

Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor
labor fear,

But with joy wend your way;
Tho' hard to you this journey may

appear.
Grace shall be as your day.

Prayer was offered by Elder John
F. Tolton.


