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of the Bible and reconcile that scrip-

ture with the known truth, and we
are not in darkness, but constantly in

the light. So that the Gospel, as we
have received it, adjusts apparent
discrepancies of the Scriptures, and
makes plain the way of life. We
understand what was meant by Jesus
going, while His body was in the

tomb, and preaching to the spirits in

prison, as Peter says, "For this

cause was the Gospel preached also

to them that are dead, that they
might be judged according to men
in the flesh, but live according to

God in the spirit."

And so with the ordinances of the

Gospel. Faith is necessary unto sal-

vation, a condition, and yet it is not
the only condition, 'for the laws and
ordinances of the Gospel must be

obeyed.

"We believe that through the atone-
ment of Christ all mankind may be
saved by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the Gospel," and not
without; and, "we believe that the
first principles and ordinances of the
Gospel are, first, faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ; second, repentance; third,

baptism by immersion for the remis-
sion of sins; fourth, the laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost;"

These are but the first principles.

Priesthood, endowments, sealings,

etc., are necessary to salvation, and
the Gospel provides that these ordi-

nances shall be administered in be-

half of the dead, by proxy. It is

for this purpose that temples are

built by the Latter-day Saints, gene-

alogies of the dead procured, and
the ordinances performed, the same
for the dead as for the living. If

when the Gospel is preached to those

who are dead, they accept of it, and
the vicarious work done for them,
the work done will be binding and
of force, and we become "saviors

upon Mt. Zion" through having

done that work. If the dead reject

the work done for them, it will be of

non-effect for their salvation, just

as the atonement of our Savior re-

deems us from our sins if we accept

Him and His atonement, and obey
Him, but if we reject Him, and
what He has done for us, that which
He has done for us, so far as aton-

ing for our individual sins is con-

cerned, profits us nothing. Even
when we have received these ordi-

nances our salvation is not secured,

we must go on to perfection, adding
to our faith virtue, virtue being a

condition necessary to salvation ; and
to virtue knowledge, knowledge be-

ing another condition ; and to knowl-
edge temperance ; and to temperance
patience and godliness, and broth-

erly kindness, and charity, which
latter is the pure love of Christ. We
have the promise of the Lord that

if these things be in us, and abound,
our minds will not be barren or un-
fruitful of the knowledge of the

Lord Jesus Christ, to know whom
is life eternal.

God help us to be true and faith-

ful to these principles, I pray in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

"An Easter Song" was rendered
by the choir, Rose Smithen and
Carl Samuelson sang the duets.

ELDER ORSON F. WHITNEY.

The Power of God and the power of
man—Illustrative anecdotes—Preju-
dice against the miraculous—What
doubt leads to—The marvelous work
and wonder—Individual testimony
the strength of the Church.

There is an old saying to the effect

that men are but children of a larger

growth. I was reminded of this

saying yesterday morning when
President Smith declared that there

are men, a few, in this community,
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who would fain have us believe that

the power of God is no greater than

the power of man.
One Sunday evening, in the Eigh-

teenth ward of this city, while I was
bishop there, a Primary Association

conference was in progress, and
among the exercises was the teach-

ing, by one of the sisters, of a class

df little children. She gathered

them around her upon the stand and
related to them, in the presence of

the congregation, the beautiful story

of the Savior feeding the multitude.

After the meeting had dispersed, one

of the mothers, going home with her

little boy, put him through a course

of questions in order to ascertain

what he remembered of the lesson

that had been taught.

"What has Sister Pyper been tell-

ing you?" the mother asked. The
boy answered, "She taught us about

the Savior feeding the people."

"How many people were there?"

she inquired. "Five thousand," he

replied. "What did He feed them
with?" "With five loaves of bread

and two fishes." The mother then

said, "Well now, how do you sup-

pose He could do that ? How could

He feed a great multitude, five

thousand people, with only five

loaves of bread and two fishes?"

The little fellow was thoughtful -for

a moment, and then exclaimed,

"Well, I don't believe those in the

middle got any." (Laughter.)

That boy evidently believed, with

some of our "children of a larger

growth," that God is no more pow-
erful than man. he sought a scien-

tific solution of a miraculous prob-

lem, and solved it in his own way.

But all children are not of that

kind. My experience with little

boys and girls teaches me that as a

rule they recognize that there is a

vast difference between the power of

God and the power of man. It is

comparatively easy for them to ac-

cept the miraculous; they do not

have the prejudice against it that

some men and women have. I recall

another anecdote, which I have re-

lated before, that will illustrate this

phase of my subject.

In the Salt Lake Theatre, many
years ago, John B. Gough, the great

temperance orator, was delivering a
lecture, in the course of which he
deprecated the practice of endeavor-
ing to simplify the Bible so that chil-

dren could understand it. Said he,

"Let them read the Bible just as it

is, and they will understand it ; they

comprehend things much more
quickly than we give them credit

for." He illustrated the point with

this story. Two little boys, one

named Johnny and the other Billy,

were playing in the dooryard.

Johnny had a knife and was sitting

on the doorstep whittling a stick.

Billy, who had just caught a fly,

came up to Johnny with the fly be-

tween his thumb and finger, remark-
ing "What a funny thing a fly is

!"

See what lots of legs he's got; and
every time I blow him he buzzes."

Here he blew on the fly and put it

up to his ear to hear it buzz. "I

wonder how God made him," mused
Billy. And the great orator paused
long enough in his narrative to say

:

"Many a learned man has asked the

same question, and could not answer
it." "But," he added, "Johnny had
an idea of how God made the fly.

He went on whittling his stick, and
said, 'Well, Billy, God don't make
flies like men make houses ; when he

wants flies He says, 'Let there be

flies,' and then there is flies."

( Laughter.

)

"That little boy," said Mr. Gough,
"had been reading the Bible, and he

believed what he read, and under-
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stood it ; it was plain to him that the

power of God is greater than the

power of man. He had read that

beautiful lesson presented at the

very beginning of the book of Gen-
esis, 'And God said, Let there be
light, and there was light."

When man wants light he must
strike a match, or press a button, or

turn a switch, or rub two pieces of

wood together as do the Indians, in

order to create a flame. But when
God wants light, He has only to say,

Let there be light, and there is light.

Nay, He would not have to do even

so much as that, for God Himself is

Light, dwells in the midst of light,

in the midst of eternal burnings, and
He would only have to appear, and
darkness would flee away.

We children, we men and women,
who for the time being have to learn

like little boys and girls, by crude
and primitive methods—we are told

that the time will come when, as the

reward of obedience, of continued

faithfulness, our bodies shall be

filled with light, our eyes be single

to the glory of God. But we ap-

proach that condition gradually. We
are learning how to do things, little

by little. We do them now in in-

ferior ways ; but our Heavenly
Father has learned how to do them
in a masterful way. Then why
should we seek to drag Him down,
and deny His power to do things

that we are not able to do? Where
is the logic of it?

Why this prejudice against the

miraculous? Why should any man
or woman, and particularly any Lat-

ter-day Saint, take ground of oppo-
sition against miracles, and try to

relegate them to the domain of the

mythical? Where will it stop, if

you give way to the spirit of skep-

ticism? Allow yourselves to think

that Christ never walked upon the

water, that He never roused Laz-
arus from the slumber of death, that

He never did a miracle, never
brought a dead world to life by the

shedding of His blood as a ransom
for sinners—encourage these doubts

and where will they land you?
Where will they lead to? They will

lead you to reject the Redeemer of

the world ; they will lead you to

deny, as many do, that such a man
as Jesus of Nazareth ever, lived.

Continue giving way to doubt, and
you will end by doubting your own
existence—as many do already.

If there were no ancient miracles,

there have been no modern miracles.

If the wonderful works of the Son
of God are myths, then this whole
fabric of "Mormonism" crumbles to

the ground, it has no foundation, for

it is based upon miracles, ancient

and modern, and was intended to be
based upon them.
How do I know that Joseph Smith

ever lived? How do I know that

he was a prophet of God ? Is it be-

cause my parents knew him—be-

cause they told me he was a proph-
et? How many of you ever saw the
Prophet Joseph Smith ? How many
here know, by the seeing of the eye
and the hearing of the ear, that such
a man lived and labored and died?

There are two men upon this stand,

perhaps others, but I know two who,
as little boys, saw the Prophet
Joseph

—
"three, four, five," someone

behind me says. These five are

President Joseph F. Smith, Presi-

dent Francis M. Lyman, Patriarch

Angus M. Cannon, Elder William
W. Riter, and Elder Nymphus Mur-
dock. There may be others, but it

does not matter—I am not trying

to make it cumulative. This is the

point : How do I know that Joseph
Smith ever lived? Is it because

these brethren saw him ? I have re-
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spect for their testimony; it is one
of the elements of my own testimony

concerning this man. But if I know
that Joseph Smith is a prophet—and
I do know it—it is because God has

shown it to me, by the power of His
Spirit, the spirit of revelation. That
is how I know it, and that is how
you know it. We know it by mirac-

ulous manifestation, or we don't

know it at all. We are dependent

upon the miraculous for what we
know of all such things. Then why
should we want to tear out from
under our feet the foundations upon
which we stand?

Seven hundred years before the

birth of the Savior a prophet de-

clared, in relation to the last days,

that a work should be done among
men by the Almighty, even a mar-
velous work and a wonder, and the

wisdom of the wise should perish,

and the understanding df the pru-

dent should be hid. What fulfils this

prediction but "Mormonism," God's
great work of the last days, founded
upon marvels and wonders? Can.
you conceive of anything more won-
derful than the opening of the heav-

ens at a time when men denied reve-

lation, denied the visitation of an-

gels, and declared that the world
would never have any more of them

;

when it had lost its knowledge of the

true God and virtually ruled Him
out of His own universe? Can you
conceive of anything more marvel-

ous than the opening of the heavens
and the appearance, the personal ap-

pearance, of God, the Father and the

Son, to Joseph Smith, then a little

boy between fourteen and fifteen

years otf age? There is the first

marvel of "Mormonism," there is

the beginning of the fulfilment of

Isaiah's prediction concerning the

marvelous work and wonder.

At first Joseph's testimony was

met with scoffing, and he was de-

nounced as a rogue, as an imposter.

All sorts of evil stories were circu-

lated concerning him, in order to

break down his testimony. "It's all

of the devil," said a Methodist min-
ister, to whom he told his story

—

told it in a simple, child-like way,
declaring that God had appeared to

him in vision, and had talked with
Him. The boy never deviated from
that declaration, and as a man he
died by it and died for it.

Gradually the world is beginning
to concede that Joseph Smith was at

least sincere, that he really imagined
that he saw and heard, and one
great, wise man has capped the cli-

max of worldly wisdom, in its ef-

forts to explain away Joseph Smith,
by asserting that these wonderful
manifestations, the coming of God
the Father and the Son, the coming
of the Angel Moroni, the coming of

John the Baptist and of Peter,

James and John, bringing back the

powers of the priesthood and the

fulness of the everlasting Gospel,

that these were all hallucinations, re-

sulting from an epileptic fit! Was
there ever a more striking illustra-

tion of the fulfilment of prophecy—
"The wisdom of the wise shall per-

ish, and the understanding of the

prudent shall be hid"?

We know that Joseph Smith's tes-

timony is true; we know it by the

Holy Ghost ; and that is the strength

of this Church. It is not the sagac-

ity of its leaders, it is not its mem-
bers, that constitutes its strength.

We are only a handful in the midst

of many millions. The strength of

this Church is in the testimony pos-

sessed by every man and woman be-

longing to it, that it is indeed the

work of God.
Testimonies are of two kinds, di-

rect and indirect, positive and nega-
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tive. Persecution testifies indirectly

of the truth. "All things bear record

of me," the Lord says. We only

have to look around upon the mani-
festations of nature, and we see and
hear them testifying of the Creator.

Every thing made proclaims its

maker, to those who have eyes to see

and ears to hear, and who use them
for those purposes.

I was once conversing with a gen-
tleman who expressed an earnest de-

sire that the Latter-day Saints

should co-operate with those rich

philanthropists who are endeavoring

to colonize the poor Jews of Chris-

tian countries—to move them out of

the large cities—to make farmers
and artisans of a people who have
been peddlers, merchants, and
money changers ifor centuries. One
of these colonies, by the way, is in

central Utah, near the town of Gun-
nison. This gentleman said to me,
"I recognize the 'Mormon' people as

the greatest colonizers in the world,

and I wonder why you don't see the

necessity of co-operating with such

men as Baron Hirsch, who has spent

millions of wealth endeavoring to

colonize these Jews, but has failed

thus far, because of his lack of
knowledge and experience in colo-

nizing methods. Why don't you Lat-
ter-day Saints co-operate with him,
he to provide the millions, you to

furnish the experience?" And he
added, "You could make a stipula-

tion that every Jew you helped to

colonize should become a Latter-day
Saint." (Laughter.) "See how
that would build up your Church."

I answered Mr. Davenport—that

was the gentleman's name—in sub-

stance as follows : "You remind me
of a conversation I once had in the

Eastern States, while upon my first

mission. I was asked, "Why don't

you "Mormon" elders fly for higher

game? Why do you always preach

to the poor and the lowly? Why
don't you get up among the high

and the mighty ? Take Henry Ward
Beecher, for instance"—he was then

alive, the great pastor of the Brook-
lyn Tabernacle

—
"convert him and

his whole congregation would flock

in after him; and just see how that

would build up your Church !" I

said to Mr. Davenport, "That is not

God's way of building up His
church. The Lord declared by an
ancient prophet, 'I will take you one

of a city and two of a family, and I

will bring you to Zion and give you
pastors after mine own heart." I

explained the great problem of the

dispersion and gathering of Israel,

whereby the blood of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the blood that be-

lieves, with spirits answering to that

blood, who have been dispersed for

a wise purpose among all nations,

are now being recalled and brought
together in a great movement called

"The Gathering," preparatory to the

building of the New Jerusalem and

the glorious coming of the Lord."

And I added, "God is not anxious

for great conregations. He is not

desirous that the Jews, or any other

people, should make a bargain with

Him and join His Church -as a busi-

ness proposition."

The suggestion reminded me of

that scene in Shakespeare's "Mer-
chant of Venice," where poor old

Shylock stands before the court,

condemned ! for having conspired

against the life of a citizen of Ven-
ice, and the judge decrees in effect:

"Half of your goods are confiscate

to the merchant Antonio, whose life

you sought, and half are confiscate

to the state of Venice, whose laws

you have outraged; and, moreover,

the court decides that you shall
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straightway become a Christian."

( Laughter.

)

Christians are not made by judic-

ial decisions, nor are Latter-day

Saints converted by legislative en-

actment or by commercial bargain-

ing. There is but one way to make
a Latter-day Saint. A man must
have faith in God, he must repent of

his sins, he must have his sins

washed away by baptism at the

hands of one having divine author-
ity to administer sacred ordinances

;

he must have hands laid upon him
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
by that testimony he will know that

this is God's work, and become a

full fledged Latter-day Saint. This
is the strength df the Church—that

every man, woman and child who
has obeyed the Gospel knows for

himself or herself that it is God's
truth, God's work. This is the rock
upon which Christ founded His
Church, and the gates of hell can-

not prevail against it. Amen.
t

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH.

It is observed that from one end
of this great auditorium to the other

all heads are uncovered. The sis-

ters have voluntarily removed their

hats so we are confronted by a sea

of intelligent faces, instead of feath-

ers and ribbons. Aunt Emmeline
Wells, President of the Relief So-
ciety, sets the example. The mem-
bers of the Tabernacle choir, who
have 'found it difficult to take care of

their millinery, have conformed to

this custom of the Church. The
President desires me to make this

comment, and say that the universal

observance of this custom is very
much appreciated by the General
Authorities of the Church.

The choir rendered the anthem,

"Mighty Jehovah, Accept Our
Praises ;" A. Clyde Crawford sang
the bass solo.

Benediction was pronounced by
Patriarch Hyrum G. Smith.
Adjourned until 2 p. m.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow session of the Con-
ference was held in the Assembly
Hall, adjoining the Tabernacle, at

10 a. m., Sunday, April 5th, 1914.

The services were presided over by

Elder Anthony W. Ivins.

The Murray ward choir pro-

vided the musical numbers, under
direction of Wm. F. Robinson, and
an orchestra conducted by Wm. N.
Morris.

The orchestra played while the

congregation was assembling. .

The choir and orchestra rendered

the hymn, "Come, dearest Lord, de-

scend and dwell."

Elder Ferdinand F. • Hintze of-

fered the opening prayer.

The choir sang the anthem, "The
Palms," with orchestra and organ
accompaniment.

ELDER REY L. PRATT.
(President of Mexican Mission.)

I am very happy, my brethren and
sisters, to have the privilege of

meeting with you in conference this

morning, and I trust that the few
moments I occupy in speaking to

you I may be inspired with the

Spirit of the Lord. I desire an in-

terest in your sympathy, and in your
faith and prayers, that the Lord may
inspire me in whatever I may say.

I am truly thankful that I had the

privilege of attending our meetings
yesterday, and listening to the words
of inspiration that flowed from the


