
70 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Price. I do not know of any better

way to get the spirit of our office

and calling than to study up these

principles, and try to live in accord-

ance therewith. May God bless us

in all our efforts, I ask it in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER HEBEE J. GRANT.

David Starr Jordan's writings con-
firming value of the Word of Wis-
dom—Card playing denounced.

I might incidentally remark that

our clocks are both five minutes too

fast. I thought I would give you
this information to save your time

and prevent you looking at them
so often, as it is my intention to

speak until four by our clocks,

which will leave five minutes for

prayer and singing.

Some of the remarks made today
have called to my mind a subject

upon which I had no intention of

speaking. I hold in my hand a little

book written by David Starr Jordan,
"The Strength of Being Clean."

The retail price, I believe, is thirty-

five cents, but if you purchase the

book, one hundred copies at a time

you can get it for twenty-five cents.

I have given away at least a couple

of hundred copies.

There are many people who, if the

servants of the Lord preach to them
year after year, what is said has no
particular effect upon them. But
these same people, if they receive

advice of some man of worldly wis-

dom, immediately follow it. I re-

member going to Sanpete county
and preaching a sermon upon the

Word of Wisdom. Subsequently I

learned that a good sister who heard
my sermon was taken sick and wired
for a doctor to come from Salt Lake
City, by special engine, and it cost

her several hundred dollars to learn

from this doctor that she was drink-

ing too much tea, and unless she
quit, would be sure to die. She ac-

cepted his advice and got well. Had
she listened to my advice which
would have cost her nothing, she

would have saved several hundred
dollars, to say nothing about being
in perfect harmony with the teach-

ings of the Lord, as revealed in the

Word of Wisdom. We sing more
than we do any other hymn, "We
thank thee, O God, for a Prophet,

to guide us in these latter days." I

recommend that some of the Saints

add, "provided he doesn't guide us

to keep the word of wisdom."
I have been much pleased with the

book, "The Strength of Being
Clean." I understand that President

Joseph F. Smith says it is one of the

strongest ever written by a non-
member of the Church in vindication

of the Word of Wisdom. Mr. Jor-
dan was for years the President of
the Leland-Stanford, Jr., University

of California. The Latter-day

Saints should be grateful to this

great educator, one of the greatest

in our country, for writing a book
which confirms the teachings of

Joseph Smith, the Prophet; an
"ignoramus" in the estimation of
many people.

Mr. Jordan says

:

"It is vulgar to like poor music, to

read weak books, to feed on sensa-
tional newspapers, to trust to patent
medicines, to find amusement in trashy
novels, to enjoy vulgar theaters, to-

find pleasure in cheap jokes, to tol-

erate coarseness and looseness in any
of its myriad forms.* * *

It is the hope of civilization that
our republic may outgrow the tolera-

tion of vulgarity, but that is still a

long way in the future.* * *

"A form of vulgarity is profanity.

This is the sign of a dull, coarse, un-
refined nature. * * *
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''Alcohol gives a feeling of warmth
or vigor or exhilaration, when the
real warmth or vigor or exhilaration
does not exist. Tobacco gives a feel-
ing of rest which is not restfulness.
The use of opium seems to intensify
the imagination, giving its clumsy
wings a wonderous • power of flight.

It destroys the sense of time and
space, but it is in time and space alone
that man has his being. Cocaine
gives a strength which is not strength.
Strychnine quickens the motor re-

sponse which follows sensation. Cof-
fee and tea, like alcohol, enable one
to borrow from his future store of
force for present purposes, and none
of these make any provision for pay-
ing back the loan.

''People who borrow and do not pay
hack, are classed among the dishonest.

The Lord has loaned us our bodies,
and it is our duty to return them to

Him when the battle of life is ended,
without their having been polluted by
our breaking His commandments.
"One and all these various drugs

tend to give the impression of a pow-
er or a pleasure, or an activity, which
we do not possess. One and all their

function is to force the nervous sys-

tem to lie. One and all the result of

their habitual use is to render the

nervous system incapable of ever tell-

ing the truth. One and all their sup-

posed pleasures are followed by a re-

action of subiective pains as spurious

and as unreal as the pleasures which
thev follow. Each or tnem, if used to

excess, brings in time insanity, inca-

pacity, and death. With each of them,

the first use makes the second easier.

To yield to temptation makes it easier

to yield again. The weakening effect

on the will is srreater than the iniury

to the body. In fact, the harm alco-

holic and similar excesses do to the

body is wholly secondary. It is the

visible reflex of the harm alreadv done
to the nervous system."

I heard that a non-"Mormon"
banker in Salt Lake said he would

be willing to employ a gentile boy

who' drank or smoked, but he would
not think of employing a "Mormon"
boy who did these things, because he

had been taught better all his life

and would, therefore, be violating

the teachings of his parents, and his

Church, as well as his own con-

science. A young man who did this,

he did not wish in his bank. "Obe-
dience is better than sacrifice, and to

hearken than the fat of rams." If

we could implaint this teaching in

the hearts of our children it would
be a magnificent lesson.

We, as a people have been told

not to play cards. Ever since I

can remember, the Presidency of the

Church and others have been writ-

ing and talking against card play-

ing. Many fathers and mothers say,

"Oh, there is no harm in cards," and
they let their children play. Re-
cently a daughter of mine, and her

cousin went to a social gathering at

a Latter-day Saint home, and they'

were the only ones who did not

play cards. Upon another occa-

sion, this same daughter was again

in a Latter-day Saint home, and in

the room where she was, when re-

freshments were served, she was
the only one who did not drink tea

or coffee. Again I say, "Obedience
is better than sacrifice." It is a

serious thing for parents to set ex-

amples before their children con-

trary to the commandments of the

Lord and instructions of His ser-

vants, no matter how insignificant

they may think these command-
ments are. While card playing may
be considered harmless, yet it is a

very serious matter to the young
man or young woman who indulges

this habit in disobedience to the in-

structions of parents or the servants

of the Lord. It is well for parents

to teach their children obedience,,

both by precept and example.

Quoting again from Mr. Jordan

:

"It is not for you to seek pleasure
and strength in drugs, whose only
function is to deceive you, whose gifts
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of life are not so real as your own
face in the glass.

# * * * *

"A man ought to be stronger than any-
thing that can happen to him. He is

the strong man who can say no. He
is the wise man who, for all his life,

can keep mind and soul and body
clean.

" 'I know of no more encouraging
fact,'—says Thoreau, 'than the abil-
ity of a man to elevate his life by
conscious endeavor. It is something
to paint a particular picture, or to

carve a statue, and so make a few ob-

jects beautiful. It is far more glor-

ious to carve and paint the very at-

mosphere and medium through which
we look. This morally we can do.'

"

"So far as the drink of the drunkards
is concerned, prohibition does not pro-

hibit. But to clean up a town, to free

from corrosion, saves men, and boys
and girls, too, from vice, and who
shall say that moral sanitation is not

as much the duty of the community as

physical sanitation?
"The city of the future will not per-

mit the existence of slums and dives

and tippling-houses. It will prohibit

their existence for the same reason

that it now prohibits pig-pens and
dung-heaps and cesspools. For where
all these things are, slums and cess-

pools, saloons and pig-pens, there the

people grow weak and die."

Lo and behold! I have got

through, and it is not yet four

o'clock. The Lord bless you. Amen.

Walter Stevens and the choir

sang, "See now the altar."

Benediction was pronounced by

Elder John M. Young.

OUTDOOR MEETING.

A meeting was held in front of

the Bureau of Information, at 2

p. m. Elder Benjamin Goddard
presided.

The Thirty-first ward choir ren-

dered the musical selections ; H. E.

Dewsnup, conductor.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn, "Come, come ye Saints."

Elder James T. Simpkins offered

the opening prayer.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn, "Oh ! ye mountains high."

ELDER BENJAMIN GODDARD.
(President of Bureau of Information.)

My brethren and sisters, I do not
think any of us anticipated this

morning that the weather would
permit of an open-air meeting. The
Lord, however, has been very good
to us, especially in view of the fact

that it is impossible to accomo-
date you in the Tabernacle or in the

Assembly Hall, and other available

halls are too far distant.

We are very glad that you are

willing to come here, and to stand

and enjoy the service that has been
appointed for your benefit by Presi-

dent Smith. Our brethren who
have been called to address you,

come before you in all humility and
meekness, relying upon your faith

and sustaining influence, and pray-

ers that the Lord will bless us in our
gathering together.

I suggest to you one thought, in

connection with our meeting here,

and the other assemblies that are be-

ing held on this block. The work
of the Lord in the latter days had a
very small beginning. The Church
was organized in 1830, with six

members. The growth has been

steady and sure since then. The
work spread from city to city, from
state to state, until subsequently the

Gospel was carried to distant lands,

and now, in fulfillment of prophecy,

our elders are going forth, carrying

the message unto all nations, in ac-

cordance with the Master's injunc-

tion that "this Gospel of the King-
dom shall be preached as a witness


