
THIRD DAY.

Conference was resumed in the

Tabernacle, at 10 a. m., Monday,
April 6th ; President Joseph F.

Smith presiding.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah,
Lead us to the promised land,

We are weak, but Thou art able—

•

Hold us with Thy powerful hand.

Prayer was offered by Elder Lars
P. Overson.
The congregation sang the hymn :

The Spirit of God, like a fire is burn-
ing!

The latter-day glory begins to come
forth;

The visions and blessings of old are
returning,

And angels are coming to visit the
earth.

PRESIDENT SEYMOUR B. YOUNG
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

I copy the following incident,

from the writings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith

:

"In February, 1841, the City Council
of Nauvoo, established and organized
an institution of learning, to be known as

the University of the City of Nauvoo,
to be under the control and management
of a Board of Trustees, consisting of a
Chancelor, a Registrar, and 25 Regents,

which board shall be a Bodv Corporate,
and Political, with perpetual successors.

"These officers shall be known as the

Chancelor. and Regents of the Univer-
sity, of the City of Nauvoo. These
Regents of the University, will have
the general supervision of all matters
educational, from the common school, up
to the highest branches of a most lib-

eral collegiate course. The Regency, will

establish a regular system of education,
and advance the pupil from Teacher
to Professor, until the regular gradua-
tion is accomplished, and the education
of the pupil is completed."

Daniel H. Wells, though not a

member of the Church at that

time, was appointed one of the

regents of this University, thus ex-

emplifying, the good judgment of

the Prophet, in his selection, rec-

ognizing talent and ability outside

of the members of the Church.
Thus early was proposed by the

Prophet Joseph Smith, and the lead-

ing brethren of Nauvoo, the grade
system for schools, centered around
a magnificient university, which
would have done credit to any com-
munity. Although the prophet's life

was taken, and the Saints driven

from Nauvoo, before this univer-

sity could be completed, the plans

and ideas were remembered by Pres-

ident Brigham Young, and his

brethren, and were perfected in

Great Salt Lake City. In 1850 the

University of Desert was sucessful-

ly started, which institution in-

creased in growth and magnitude,
until it culminated and stands to-

day, a noble monument of learning

to the people of Utah, as the "U. of

U," one of the greatest in the inter-

mountain region.

About two years ago, Elder Bur-
rel Chandler, of Saint George Stake,

wrote a letter to President Joseph
F. Smith, enquiring as to the num-
ber of nations of the earth, who had
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received the Gospel, and I had the

pleasure, by invitation of the Presi-

dent, to answer the letter. The fol-

lowing are the prominent nations of

the earth who have received the

Gospel

:

United States of America, (mean-

ing our Republic) ; also Old Mex-
ico, the Hawaiian Islands, Finland,

Austria, Hungary, Sweden, Ger-

many, France, Norway, Italy, Hin-

dostan, Australia, Canada, Great

Britain, (including Ireland, Scot-

land and Wales), the Netherlands,

Switzerland, Denmark, South Afri-

ca, Turkey, Samoa. Tahiti, or the

Society Islands, Belgium, Rumania,

Egypt, Iceland, Bulgaria, Japan

and Greece.

The Book of Mormon has been

translated into the following nation-

al and tribal languages

:

First
published

in

1. English, 1830

2. Danish, 1851

3. French, -1852

4. German, 1852

5. Italian, 1852

6. Welsh, 1852

7. Hawaiian, 1855

8. Swedish 1878

9. Spanish, 1886

10. Maori 1889

11. Dutch, 1890

12. Samoan, 1903

13. Tahitian, 1904

H.Turkish,
909

15. Japanese, iyuy

The Book of Mormon has also

been translated, but not yet pub-

lished, in Hindostanee, Modern

Tewish, snd Greek.

Of all the recent translations of

this sacred volume, the Japanese

translation has been considered, I

believe, the most difficult. During

the administration of President Lo-

renzo Snow, a mission was organ-

ized and appointed to Japan, and
Apostle Heber J. Grant was as-

signed to the presidency of that mis-
sion. He, with his fellow mission-
aries, arrived in that land and es-

tablished the mission, and Elder
Grant remained there a couple of

years or more, as president of the

mission. On his release from that

labor, to return home, he left as the

mission president. Elder Horace S.

Ensign, who in his turn, presided
for two years. On Brother En-
sign's release from that mission, the

presidency was given to Elder Alma
O, Taylor, who labored there nine

and one-half years, and during his

presidency, the Book of Mormon
was translated into the Japanese lan-

guage. Brother Taylor informed
me that because of the magnitude of

the labor of translation he found it

necessary to devote his energies al-

most entirely to acquiring the lan-

guage as nearly perfect as possible,

in order to enable him to properly

undertake the great work ; and that

he called to his aid some of the best

scholars of the nation, to assist in

the construction, and proof-reading,

before its publication, succeeding
thus in getting it as near correctly

translated as it was possible to do.

The progress and advancement of

the Church is undeniable. The suc-

cess of the Prophet Joseph in trans-

lating the Book of Mormon, from
the records committed to him by the

Nephite prophet, is beyond question,

and no successful contradiction has

ever been raised against the truth

of that record, or its faithful and
correct translation from the re-

formed Egyptian, as represented by
the character of the hieroglyphics

found upon the plates. I quote

from the Book of the Prophet. Mor-
mon, chapter 9, verses 32 and 33,

as follows

:
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"And now behold we have written this

record according to our knowledge, of

that which is called among us the re-

formed Egyptian, being handed down
and altered by us according to our
manner of speech."

In First Nephi, 1st chapter, 2nd
and 3rd verses, we also read

:

"Yea, T make a record in the languag?
of my father, which consists of the

learning of the Jews and the languag"
of the Egyptians, and I know that the

record which T make is true, and I make
it with mine own hand."

Without fear of contradiction, it

may he trnlv said that the Prophet

Tosenh hecame a successful trans-

lator, being assisted in this work
hy the insniration of the Spirit of the

Lord, and, by earnest study and ap-

plication on his part. He was not

onlv enabled to translate the Book
of Mormon, from the reformed

Egyptian, but also to translate the

Book of Abraham, as found in the

Pearl of Great Price, a volume
edited and compiled by Apostle F.

D. Richards, which Pearl of Great

Price has been and is accepted as

one of the text books of the Church.

The writings of Moses, another of

the Books contained in this sacred

volume, was "revealed to Toseoh,

the Seer, in December, 1830." The
Book of Abraham was translated by

Joseph Smith, the Seer, from an-

cient records that were found in

the catacombs of Egypt (entitled,

"the writings of Abraham while he

was in Egvpt." This is a quota-

tion from the record called the Book
of Abraham, written by his own
hand, upon papyrus. Although, re-

cently, a minister of a Christian

Church has presumed to criticise

adversely, especially this Book of

Abraham, his efforts have only in-

duced a more careful, perusal and
more thorough study of this valu-

able work, which has brought an

increase of testimony of its divinity

to the mind and heart of every

true Latter-day Saint. Let me say

here that the statements of the crit-

ics he selected, consisting of pro-

fessed scientific Egyptologists, has
done this minister no credit, as they

have not agreed, but have rendered

diverse and contradictory opinions

as to the interpretation of the pic-

ture plates published in connection

with the Book of Abraham, by the

Prophet Joseph Smith.

During a recent visit here of Gen-
eral Washington Gardner, the Com-
mander-in-chief of the Grand Army
of the Republic of the United
States, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing that gentleman on several occa-
sions, and by his invitation accom-
panied him to Fort Douglas, with
other members of the Utah divi-

sion of the Garnd Army. During
our short visit to the post, Gen-
eral Gardner became acquainted
with the commanding officer at the

post, and some of his associates.

and also was received and feated

here by different political and lo-

cal organizations. I noticed, on the

occasions when he was as an hon-
ored guest of these societies, when
refreshments were offered to him.
in the shape of cigars, wine, or

strong drink of any kind, he invar-

iably refused such things. After
we had passed out of one of the

gatherings. I said to him, "You
never smoke, General?" "Never,
never smoked a cigar in my life."

"I notice that you also refused wine.

or strong drink?" "I never drink
wine, or beer, or liquor of any kind,

nor use tobacco in any shape or
form." I was exceedingly gratified

by his statements on this matter, and
I felt to congratulate him in the
abstemious life that he had led. I
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attribute his excellent physical con-

dition, and bodily health, as a re-

sult of his proper habits of life.

He seemed to be a perfect embodi-
ment of a soldier and a gentleman.

He requested that I arrange, if pos-

sible, a meeting fo.r him with Pres-

ident Smith. I was enabled to do
this, through the courtesy of Pres-

ident Smith, and when we left the

president's office by the general's

request, I conducted him to Presi-

dent Brigham Young's grave. Gen-
eral ' Gardner said that he recog-

nized in the great pioneer of the

"Mormon" people a very able gen-

eral, a man of marked ability, dis-

played in leading his people to this

land, then a desert, and the suc-

cess that they have achieved in es-

tablishing great cities and commu-
nities in this distant mountain re-

gion. He also requested me to fur-

nish him some literature of the

Church. I made this request known
to President Smith, and he said,

"Select the textbooks of the Church.

in as nice form as you.can find them,

and bring them to the office
;"

this was done and in the books he

placed his autograph. The selec-

tion consisted of the Old and New
Testaments, King James' transla-

tion—in an elegent cover of limp

morocco; the Book of Covenants,

combining also the Pearl of Great

Price ; and the Book of Mormon, in

similar binding. In these three vol-

umes President Smith placed his au-

tograph, ' artd when I presented the

books from President Smith to Gen-
eral Gardner he expressed himself

as much delighted with the present.

He added, "As soon as I return

home,' or as soon as I have the op-

portunity, I' pledge you my wOrd
I will read these books and note

their contents 1 carefully.• I wish

you would return; my; sincere thanks

to President Smith, and to your peo-

ple generally, for the kindness they

have shown to me since my arrival

here in Utah. And," said he, "I

never have received, in any state

of the Union, a reception so grand,

so heartily tendered, or more accep-

table to me, as I have here in Utah,
and especially in Salt Lake City.

The large number of school children
who appeared in the parade, and the

numbers you have enrolled in your
schools, is a revelation to me of your
great prospects for the future."

I bear my testimony to you to-

day, my brethren and sisters, that

Joseph Smith was indeed a prophet
of God. The Lord designated him
as the Prophet of the last dispensa-

tion, and committed to him the keys

of His kingdom. He stands as the

president, prophet, seer and reve-

lator of this the dispensation of the

fulness of times. Although he suf-

fered a martyr's death, many years

ago, the work of the Lord has con-

tinued in the hands of the able men
who have been inspired by the same
prophetic ministry, and today our
leaders are inspired and blest with
the spirit of their calling and mis-

sion. I testify to you that "Mor-
monism" is true, and that the glory

of God's Kingdom will be realized

;

and, if the people are faithful, they

will be partakers of the excellent

results that shall come to them by
keeping the commandments of the

Lord. God bless you forever, my
brethren and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

On one occasion a woman
brought her two sons into the pres-

ence of the Christ, and asked for

them an appointment from the Mas-
ter, that one might sit upon His


