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has been left upon the world by
these services of self-sacrifice, and
from thing's which are small pro-

ceedeth that which is great. It has
been particularly true in this mis-
sionary service. The tracts, in the

wrecked vessel, have not been per-

manently destroyed, but they have

been washed upon the shore to dry,

and have been read by the inhabit-

ants of the land, preparing them for

other Gospel messages to come.
The text announced before the

meeting was broken up, the chance

text announced has found root and

has borne fruitage. The scrap. of

paper, containing a portion of a

sermon, rolling upon the desert, has

been picked up and converts made
to the Church. The missionaries

have not been able to reap the har-

vest in the evening of their morn-

ing's planting, and generally they

have not expected it. We should

not be impatient of results nor ex-

pect to find, at once, the fruitage.

of our labors. If we had the his-

tory of those who have been con-

verted to the Church, we would

have in almost each instance a sub-

lime story reading almost like a

romance, of how a single word
struck home and brought them into

the Church, and of the sacrifices

they made in order to live their re-

ligion and to gather to Zion. Those
examples in the lives of the people

have been impressed upon their

children and will be upon their chil-

dren's children.

May the Lord bless us and help

us to appreciate the importance of

serving in this cause, of realizing,

with the revelation, that indeed we
are laying the foundation of a great

work, and that it is an honor to take

part in this work, and that from
things that are small proceedeth

that which is great, or as the great

poet has expressed it, "Behold, on
what a slender thread hang ever-

lasting things." That has been
true with the Gospel in the past,

and no doubt will be in the future.

These examples of patience and en-

durance and of devotion for the

good of others will not be lost to

the world by any means. I have
heard great men testify as to the

impression that a very small but
faithful act had upon them. The
constant offering of the fast day
donation, a very small offering

taken to the fast meeting yet the

constancy of some faithful devoted

brother in making, in his poverty,

the simple offering, not once or

twice but each succeeding fast day,

year after year, has left an impres-

sion upon strong men.
May the Lord bless us and help

us in our work of devoting our
time, our lives if necessary, for the

welfare and good of others, I pray
in the names of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

This has been a magnificent con-

ference and I am grateful that I

have been able to hear almost every

sermon delivered from this stand.

I have been impressed with the

words of every servant of God who
has spoken, and my testimony is that

the Lord has been with this people

in the past, and has been with them
in this conference, and is with them
today.

I have just finished the reading of

a book which is to me one of the

marvelous works of the twentieth

century, namely, "The Truth of Re-
ligion," by Adolph Eucken, of the

University of Jena in Germany. It

is a work for which Professor Euc-
ken was awarded the Nobel prize in
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1908, and has been pronounced by
leading universities of Germany, as

well as the Imperial Scientific So-
ciety of Germany, as one of the most
marvelous contributions to religious

thought in the history of the race.

In this book Professor Eucken has

made a marvelous deduction to the

effect that the world, during the

twentieth century, will wend its way
back to a belief in Jesus the Christ,

and that, when the purer Gospel of

Christ comes again to the hearts

of men, that Gospel will express it-

self through a magnificent co-oper-

ative institution, which shall be

known as a church of the Most
High. In other words, Professor

Eucken has, unconsciously, given us

the great thought that we have been

bearing testimony to for nearly one

hundred years, namely, that the

principles of Jesus Christ, and that

th* great plan of God for His chil-

dren, will find expression through a

splendid organization of men who
are acting harmoniously with one

another, and are keeping their souls

tuned to God and the infinite.

During this conference the great

theme, seemingly, has been the testi-

mony that Jesus the Christ has

lived, and has brought life to the

world, salvation, and redemption,

through the Gospel plan of salva-

tion, and I have rejoiced in this

great message. It was only recently

declared by a fellow worker of

mine, and a classmate at Columbia

University, that if Dr. William

James, of Harvard College, had

come to Utah before he died, he

would have found a society that,

above all other human societies, il-

lustrates better the theory of prag*

matism, brought out by that great

psychologist than any other society

on the earth today. William James
before he died,—and he is recog-

nized as the greatest American phil-

osopher that we have had—declared
that there must be a splendid belief

in God, that this idea of man's re-

lationship to Deity must come back
again, as it is after all the most po-
tential and the greatest influence

for morality that has ever been
given to the human race. When
men learn that their institutions—
their economic, civic, political, so-

cial and ethical institutions—must be
in accord with some divine belief

in man's power and his relationship

to God, then men will have a truer

religion, a better outlook on life, and
men will begin to grow into their

greater power of intellectual and
ethical development.

This book, in a sense, has been
an exposition of great fundamentals
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, al-

though unconsciously done. It is

my firm belief and testimony that

the intelligent of the world are to-

day turning their faces to the light,

by virtue of the hunger of their

souls. Philosophy of man will never
satisfy the longing that is natural

to the human being, will never sa-

tisfiy that longing for God, 'and

for a knowledge of man's relation-

ship to his Creator. I believe, my
brethren and sisters, that the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is the most mag-
nificent example—I mean the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ as we under-

stand it, and as we know it to be
true—is the most magnificent ex-

ample of what modern sociologists

in their philosophy declare to be

high-minded and critical intellect-

ual type of philosophy. Professor

Franklin Henry Gidding, who over

a year ago spoke from this pulpit,

declared that he believes that the

American people will yet raise up
a fine tvpe of critical intellectual

mind. By this he means men who
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know life, men who understand

life in its bigness and its glorious-

ness, and by understanding it live

life according to the majesty of

their divine beings.

It is my testimony, and I take

always the deepest pleasure in giv-

ing it, that the Prophet Joseph was
a type of the critical, intellectual

mind which is the dream of some
philosophers ; that type of mind,

that wishes truth and works for

truth, and is open to truth, know-
ing that truth is power and that

power is intelligence. I say this

here because I do not wish the

Prophet Joseph Smith misunder-

stood, though he had no formal

schooling. That is why I believe

he rose to be such a magnificent

character before the world. His

mind was never injured by some

little or petty pedagogical principle

that would have warped his being.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ

stands for truth in its reality; it

stands for truth in its ideality, and

takes that stand which Professor

Eucken has announced, in that

book which received the world's

prize, that for a religion to become
permanent it must make for right-

eousness, and righteousness in re-

ligion will come when every man,

woman and child shall realize his

own personal responsibility to his

God, and will place himself before

his Maker as one who believes in

the divinty of his own soul. There-

fore I believe the time will come
when there will be a monument, a

gracious and great monument,
reared to the Prophet Joseph

Smith ; and on that monument a

sentence something like this will

be inscribed : "To the memory of

Joseph Smith, who was the agent

of God to open the heavens to the

children of men and give the mean-

ing of the Godhead and man's re-

lationship to his God." Amen.

BISHOP CHARLES W. NIBLET.

"Mormonism" not an "easy" religion.

—Obedience and endurance requis-

ites of Christ's followers.—A sensi-

ble communism, the United Order.

Our conference has been one, I

know, that all who have attended
have had occasion to thoroughly en-

joy. The world has been looking

in years past for an easy religion,

and wherever religion has been

made easy enough it has usually

found some converts, although as

a rule that kind of religion does not

hold converts very long. But "Mor-
monism" is not that kind of relig-

ion. We have heard, and in a very

splendid manner too, of the amount
of service that is extended by the

members and officers of the Church
in the way of helping one another

and helping mankind. All of this

is true. The Gospel is something
that partakes of the spirit of help-

fulness, rendering assistance in

some way or other, even though it

be through sacrifice, to those whom
we are associated with, and to those

to whom we are sent ; but we ought
not to forget this further fact that

this Gospel is an exacting religion.

It demands of me and you that we
shall prepare ourselves, and that we
shall work out our salvation. In the

scheme of things, it is not appointed
in the principles of the Gospel that

man can be saved except by his

own exertion. The tendency today
in the world is to make religion easy

for everybody.

I rejoice in the thought that the

world is growing better in so many
ways ; that we have good hospitals,

good schools ; that we have so

many things that are helpful and


