
SECOND DAY.

Tn the Tabernacle. Monday Oc-
tober 5th, 10 a. m.

Conference was called to order

by President Joseph F. Smith.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Redeemer of Israel, our only delight,

On whom for a blessing we call,

Our shadow by day. and our pillar by
night,

Our King, our Deliv'rer, our all!

Elder Erastus S. Christensen of-

fered the invocation.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah,
Lead us to the promised land,

We are weak, but Thou art able

—

Hold us with Thy powerful hand.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Gifts of the Gospel possessed by Latter-
da}' Saints—Blessings secured by du-
ties fulfilled—Works an expression of
Faith—Knowledge concerning God
must be followed by obedience to Him.

It is a pleasure to me, as it always
is. to meet with the Latter-day

Saints in our conferences and to lis-

ten to the inspired' words that we
alwavs hear upon these occasions.

T have never in my life from the

days of early childhood until now
attended a conference,—and I have
no recollection of ever missing one
when I have been in the city, unless

confined to my bed with sickness,

—

but that I haye been fed the bread
of life. And I experienced that same
pleasure in our meetings yesterday.

T endorse with all my heart all of

the very splendid things that we
have heard here in our conference

meetings, and at our Sunday School
Union meeting last evening. I de-

sire most earnestly that the few mo-
ments which I may occupy that the

same good Spirit which has been
enjoyed by those who have pre-

ceded me may fall to my portion.

The only desire of my heart is to

say something that may be encour-
aging and uplifting to the Latter-

day Saints. I realize the beauties
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I re-

joice exceedingly in a knowledge
of the divinity of the work in whicli

we are engaged. I rejoice in know-
ing that all the gifts and graces and
every power, privilege and blessing
which has ever been enjoyed by the

Saints of God in any dispensation of

the Gospel upon the earth are en-

joyed today by the Latter-day
Saints. I rejoice in knowing that

the things which should be enjoyed,
the blessings, the healing power of

Almighty God, the inspiration of

His Spirit whereby men and women
have manifestations from Him, the

inspiration of the Spirit of God,
whereby people speak with new ton-

gues, and have the interpretation

thereof, and each and every grace
and gift, are enjoyed today by the

Latter-day Saints. My heart swells

with gratitude when I listen to an

inspirational sermon about the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and of our rela-

tionship to our Heavenly Father,
as we heard here yesterday from
President Charles W. Penrose. I

rejoice in the vigor of his body and
his mind

; although he is past eighty-

two years of age, I have never heard
him speak with greater power or in-
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spiration, and as I listened I knew commandments of the Lord, we
that all the Latter-day Saints in the have no promise ; and so far as !

audience as well, rejoiced. have the ability, I would like to im-

I asked myself while enjoying the press upon the hearts of the Latter-

inspiration of the Spirit of God to day Saints to be doers of the word
him, and endorsing all he said of the and not hearers of it only. If there

blessings that are to come to us and is anyone of the former apostles

our- relationship to our Father and above another whose teachings have

our Savior, whether the Latter-day found a hearty response in my
Saints were living in such a way heart, it is the Apostle James and

and in such a manner that they his teachings wherein he emphasizes

would be entitled to the blessings of that faith without works is dead,

("rod which belong to the Gospel of that it is like the body without the

fesus Christ, when the battle' of life spirit, and we all know that when

is ended. I asked myself, how many the spirit leaves the body the body

who are rejoicing here today under must be buried, or soon becomes

the inspiration of the Spirit of the obnoxious. We do not want a dead

Lord are in very deed Latter-day faith, we want a living faith, we

Saints ? -how many are full and hon- want a faith that will give us the-

est tithe payers? how many are ob- power and the ability to live the

serving in very deed the Word of Gospel of Jesus Christ in very deed.

Wisdom? how many are attending When we go to meeting, we should

to their secret and their family go with a prayer in our hearts that

prayers? I thought of this when the Lord will inspire those who
President Lyman was talking upon speak, by His spirit, and after they

prayer. We have in very deed the have spoken to us by the inspiration

truth, but unless we, as Latter-day of His Spirit, we should go away

Saints, live the truth, all these glori- with a determination, with a desire.

ons principles are of no value to us. with a prayer, that we shall in very

This morning, in our Mutual deed learn the lesson that we have

meeting, one of the General Board heard, that we shall put it into prac-

referred to some splendid plans that tice in our lives,

had been drawn by an architect, I remarked last Sunday, at a con-

costing thousands of dollars, but . ference, that when young it always

finally it was decided by the man appeared ridiculous to me to call the

ordering the plans not to make use last day of school, the day when
of them. We have the plan of life young men and young ladies receive

and salvation ; we have in very deed their diplomas, when they graduate,

the truth, but are we making use of after completing their lessons, to

the plan ? Are we Latter-day call it commencement day ; but as I

Saints? If not, then we are not have grown in years and experience,

entitled to the blessings of the Gos- ] have discovered that in very deed

pel of Jesus Christ. commencement day with the boy

"By their fruits, ve shall know and the girl who have graduated

them.'" The Lord has said, as re- from school is the day when they

corded in the Doctrine and Cove- commence the battle of life. This

rants, that when we do that which life is a school, and commencement

is commanded that then He is day to us will be when the battle of

bound, but if we do not keep the this life is o'er, and we commence
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anew to travel on forever. Then if

we can pass an examination, we are
welcomed back into the presence of
our Heavenly Father, because we
have been true and faithful.

I never read this testimony of the
Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rig-don with reference to the Sav-
ior :

^
/'Now, after the many testi-

monies which have been given of
Him, this is the testimony last of
all, which we give of Him, that He
lives; for we saw Him, even on the
right hand of God, and we heard
the voice bearing record that He is

the Only Begotten of the Father,
that by Him and through Him, and
of Him the worlds were created,
and the inhabitants thereof are. be-
gotten sons and daughters unto
God," but I rejoice in this testi-

mony, in this knowledge, which
these men had of actually seeing
God, with the Savior sitting at His
right hand, and actually hearing the
voice bear witness that He is in very
deed the Savior of the world. I re-
joice every time I read their testi-

mony. I rejoice also when I read
of the blessings x>i the Gospel as re-

ferred to here yesterday by Brother
Penrose when speaking of those
who had accepted the Gospel, who
had gone down into the waters of
baptism and who would be worthy
by living according to the teachings
of the Gospel, to enter into the celes-

tial kingdom. I rejoice in this

knowledge, but how I do mourn
when I find that there are scores
who know all these things, who tes-

tify that God lives, that Jesus is the
Christ, that Joseph Smith was a
prophet of the true and living God,
and yet their lives do not square
with this knowledge. Knowledge is

absolutely of no value, except to

condemn us before God, unless we
live up to that knowledge.

That God may help each and
every one of us as we grow in years,
as we increase in understanding, as

we advance in the light of the Gos-
pel ^of Jesus Christ, to grow in hu-
mility, in good deeds, in the love of

our fellows, and in a determination
to serve Him with all our hearts, is

my prayer, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON,

Attainment of excellence possible only
as result of earnest effort—God's great
blessings worthy our willing self-sac-
rifice.

This is a very remarkble confer-
ence. The hosts of Israel have come
up to wait upon the Lord. By actual

count, the congregation assembled
in this building yesterday afternoon
numbered ten thousand and fifty-

five souls, and at the same time
there was a gathering in the assem-
bly hall and an open-air meeting-

upon the grounds. The counsel, the

testimony, the instructions delivered
to us have been varied and choice,

and I am sure will be sanctified to

the good of the Latter-day Saints.

I take it, brethren and sisters, that

anything in life worth having and
keeping can only be obtained by
effort, and the greater the value of

the object desired, the greater the

effort required in its attainment.
For example, here is a young man
who desires an education, full and
complete. His father cannot give it

to him, his mother cannot give it to

him, the instructors in the school

cannot give it to him; but the way
is open, it depends on his own in-

dividual efforts. Now, the question
is, will he pay the price? It means
days and weeks and months of con-

centration, of devotion and attention


