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anew to travel on forever. Then if

we can pass an examination, we are
welcomed back into the presence of
our Heavenly Father, because we
have been true and faithful.

I never read this testimony of the
Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rig-don with reference to the Sav-
ior :

^
/'Now, after the many testi-

monies which have been given of
Him, this is the testimony last of
all, which we give of Him, that He
lives; for we saw Him, even on the
right hand of God, and we heard
the voice bearing record that He is

the Only Begotten of the Father,
that by Him and through Him, and
of Him the worlds were created,
and the inhabitants thereof are. be-
gotten sons and daughters unto
God," but I rejoice in this testi-

mony, in this knowledge, which
these men had of actually seeing
God, with the Savior sitting at His
right hand, and actually hearing the
voice bear witness that He is in very
deed the Savior of the world. I re-
joice every time I read their testi-

mony. I rejoice also when I read
of the blessings x>i the Gospel as re-

ferred to here yesterday by Brother
Penrose when speaking of those
who had accepted the Gospel, who
had gone down into the waters of
baptism and who would be worthy
by living according to the teachings
of the Gospel, to enter into the celes-

tial kingdom. I rejoice in this

knowledge, but how I do mourn
when I find that there are scores
who know all these things, who tes-

tify that God lives, that Jesus is the
Christ, that Joseph Smith was a
prophet of the true and living God,
and yet their lives do not square
with this knowledge. Knowledge is

absolutely of no value, except to

condemn us before God, unless we
live up to that knowledge.

That God may help each and
every one of us as we grow in years,
as we increase in understanding, as

we advance in the light of the Gos-
pel ^of Jesus Christ, to grow in hu-
mility, in good deeds, in the love of

our fellows, and in a determination
to serve Him with all our hearts, is

my prayer, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON,

Attainment of excellence possible only
as result of earnest effort—God's great
blessings worthy our willing self-sac-
rifice.

This is a very remarkble confer-
ence. The hosts of Israel have come
up to wait upon the Lord. By actual

count, the congregation assembled
in this building yesterday afternoon
numbered ten thousand and fifty-

five souls, and at the same time
there was a gathering in the assem-
bly hall and an open-air meeting-

upon the grounds. The counsel, the

testimony, the instructions delivered
to us have been varied and choice,

and I am sure will be sanctified to

the good of the Latter-day Saints.

I take it, brethren and sisters, that

anything in life worth having and
keeping can only be obtained by
effort, and the greater the value of

the object desired, the greater the

effort required in its attainment.
For example, here is a young man
who desires an education, full and
complete. His father cannot give it

to him, his mother cannot give it to

him, the instructors in the school

cannot give it to him; but the way
is open, it depends on his own in-

dividual efforts. Now, the question
is, will he pay the price? It means
days and weeks and months of con-

centration, of devotion and attention
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to his studies, but if he will give the

proper efforts to his ambition he
will succeed. And again, our friend

there is seeking a profession, per-

haps it is that of the law or medi-

cine, or dentistry in which he de-

sires to excel. Will he pay the price?

ft means the avoidance of riotous

living, it means the renunciation of

light and unnecessary amusements,
it means very close, careful and
strict- attention to his business. It

may be necessary for him occasion-

ally to burn the midnight oil, but as

in the other instance, the way, the

opportunity, is open to him. Will

he pay the price ? Will he reach up
to that point where he may receive

recognition, where he may obtain a

diploma that will be the foundation

upon which he can build for the

future ?

Here is a young man who is am-
bitious to be an efficient, thorough
and successful missionary. Will he
pay the price ? He cannot become
so by wishing. The desire, itself,

will not make him such. It means
sacrifice, it means that he must lay

clown his secular affairs, it means
that he must part with his parents

and with his sweetheart, if he has

one, (and he ought to have one), it

means that he must leave all that is

near and dear to him and go forth

into the world. It means- that he

must be prepared to suffer every

conceivable inconvenience, that he

must meet the scorn and ridicule of

the world, that if need be, he must
endure persecution. He will be re-

minded of what the Savior said,

"Blesed are ye when all men shall

hate you and persecute you and sep-

arate you from their company, and
cast out your name as evil, for the

Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in

that day and leap for joy: for great

shall be vour reward in heaven."

He must be prepared for these

things. I remember one instance. I

cite it as an example. A young mis-

sionary went forth in the spirit of

faith and humility, with a determin-

ation to succeed in his work. He
was not a preacher in the common
acceptance of the term. If he stood

before a congregation he halted and
stumbled in his speech. He had
difficulty in finding words to ' ex-

press himself, but he was a deter-

mined
.
and incessant worker. He

was going from morning until night,

in distributing tracts, in making-

friends, in visiting and re-visiting

investigators, in going from family

to family, until his companion could

hardly keep up with him. But this

young missionary was unwearying
in his labors. He succeeded, he was
a success in this important activity,

and before he withdrew from the

mission field, he was able, under the

providences of the Lord, to bring-

some thirty or forty people into the

Church. He was willing to pay the

price.

We have here, upon this block,

the temple of God, a most wonder-
ful edifice. Now, within this build-

ing priceless blessings are dispensed.

They are within the reach of the

poorest of the poor and they may
be denied to the richest of the rich.

When a man or a woman desires the

blessings of the House of God, the

question arises, is he or is she will-

ing to pay the price, and, mark yon,

it is not a monetary consideration.

Strangers have offered considerable

sums of money from time to time

to get admission into the temple.

They wanted to see the interior, they

wanted to examine it closely, but

the door was closed against them.

A thousand, five thousand, ten

thousand dollars would not bring

this privilege to them, but yet the
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temple is of easy access to the Lat-

ter-day Saints, if they will but pay
the price. What is the price? It is

a consistent, faithful life, as a mem-
ber of the Church of Jesus Christ,

one who observes the command-
ments of God, one who is humble,
faithful and diligent. He can pass

through and obtain for himself and
perhaps for others, those who are

dead and passed away, the blessings

of the Holy Temple, and he can se-

cure to himself the benefits of the

new and everlasting covenant.

Last of all, I take it, that we are

all ambitious to secure a celestial

glory in the presence of the Father.

There is no Latter-day Saint in the

congregation today, who would be
satisfied with less. He wants the

very highest and best that the Lord
has to give. Will he pay the price?

And what is the price ? It means, if

need be, the sacrifice of all earthly

things, even to our lives, should that

be required, whether in the mission
field, or at home, or under any other

circumstances. If our lives are de-

manded for the testimony of Jesus,

then we must be ready and prepared
to give them. The price of this in-

estimable blessing is also beautifully

defined in the seventy-sixth section

of the book of Covenants :

"And again, we bear record, for we
saw and heard, and this is the testi-

mony of the Gospel of Christ, concern-
ing them who come forth in the resur-
rection of the just;

"They are they who received the tes-

timony of Jesus, and believed on His
name and were baptized after the
manner of His burial, being buried in

the water in His name, and this ac-
cording to the commandment which he
has given,
"That by keeping the command-

ments they might be washed and
cleansed from all their sins, and re-

ceive the Holy Spirit by the laying on
of the hands of him who is ordained
and sealed unto this power,

"And who overcome by faith, and
are sealed by the Holy Spirit of prom-
ise, which the Father sheds forth upon
all those who are just and true.

"They are they who are the church
of the first born.
"They are they into whose hands the

Father has given all things—

-

"They are they who are Priests and
Kings, who have received of his ful-

ness, and of his glory,

"And are Priests of the Most High,
after the order of Melchizedek, which
was after the order of Enoch, which
was after the order of the Only Be-
gotten Son."

Xow, we see from this that it i«

only possible to attain to so great a

degree of glory in the presence of

God by keeping His commandment?,
yielding obedience to the ordinances

of the Gospel and walking in the

light continually and being just and

true. This is the price we have to

pay for it, but if we are willing to

make the sacrifice, if it can be called

a sacrifice, our highest ambition, our

fondest hopes,"our most earnest de-

sires will be realized to the very

fullest extent. We learn from thi-.

that is to say, we learn from the

manner in which the Lord deals

with His children, that we cannot

obtain something for nothing. If we
secure the blessings then we must

give the service ; these matters will

be determined upon merit. We are

told in the Scriptures that when the

dead come forth, they will be judged

acording to the deeds done in the

body ; and again, as bearing upon
this subject, the Prophet Joseph

Smith laid down this great princi-

ple ; he said : "There is a law irre-

vocably decreed in the heavens upon
which all blessings are predicated,

and when we receive a blessing from

God it is by obedience to the law

upon, which it is predicated."

May the Lord bless us and help

us to appreciate His goodness, and
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may He put upon us the spirit not

only to worship Him in prayer and

song and praise, but also, to labor

with our might while the day lasts

for the salvation of souls. I ask it

in the name of the Lord, Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A baritone solo, "The Holy City,"

was sung by Elder Franklin Mad-
sen, in the Swedish language.

ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS.

Peace and happiness result of keeping

God's laws—Church leaders made sor-

rowful when members sin.

In referring to my own feelings

this morning, my brethren and sis-

ters, I can say that I have been very

happy in my associations with you

and others in attending the various

sessions of this conference, and in

worshiping the Lord in this capac-

ity. Without boasting, I confess my
love for the Lord, for His work and

for His people, and I hope my love

extends to all men, for this is some-

thing I desire to cultivate. I desire

and constantly pray for an increase

of knowledge of the Lord and of the

Gospel, for an increased apprecia-

tion and love for the same. I know
that one having a knowledge of the

truth of this work experiences great

happiness and satisfaction, when
faithful in keeping the command-
ments of the Lord, and in the dis-

charge of religious duties, and that

he experiences pain and self re-

proach when violating the com-

mandments of the Lord and in com-

mitting sin. My conscience con-

demns me -when I do that which is

wrong, and thus rob myself of that

peace, happiness and hope I might

have by answering strictly the re-

quirements of conscience.

I have had much satisfaction in

seeing the faithfulness of men and
women of the Church who have

been called to labor as presiding

officers in various positions, general

and local. Their devotion has been

a splendid example and inspiration

to me ; and because I have the work
of the Lord at heart and desire its

triumph, I am not jealous of those

who have greater ability, and who
are able to accomplish more than I

for the cause, but rather take pride

in their accomplishments and feel a

common interest with them in the

success of the work.

It is a cause for pride that we
have in the Church men and women
who would stand in the front ranks

of intelligent men and women of the

world. Who are willing to give,

and are giving to this work the best

efforts of their lives. I rejoice that

the Lord rewards all such with the

bestowal of the Holy Spirit and a

testimony of the Truth. The com-
fort that comes to all men and

women who are devoting them-

selves in righteousness to the ser-

vices of the Lord, and for the good

of their fellowmen is inestimable.

They receive that peace, joy and

hope that cannot be purchased with

the wealth of the world.

I have had occasion at times to

sorrow for the sins of others, but

I thank the Lord I have been able

to forget, for I do not think I could

be happy if I had to retain always

the feelings I sometimes have when
I go among the people, and it is re-

vealed to me by presiding authori-

ties that certain evils exist among
our people. Revelations are some-

times made that fill my heart with

sorrow because of the wrongdoings

of some members of the Church,

and also because the Church is af-

fected thereby. When we disgrace


