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The congregation sang the hymn :

ye mountains high, where the clear

blue sky-

Arches over the vales of the free,

Where the pure breezes blow and the
clear streamlets flow,

How I've longed to your bosom to

flee.

ELDER DAVID O. M'KAY.

God's laws should govern all life's

affairs, trivial or great—War's hor-
rors, like other evils, result from
ignoring Divine laws—Duty of pro-
claiming those laws rests upon the
Priesthood—To be consistent, those
who proclaim law must live it.

I sincerely trust that I may be

able to express what I have in my
heart to say. To me, it seems im-

portant and practical; but I rather

fear that when I attempt to say it,

it will seem to the Saints trivial and
unimportant, so I pray that the in-

spiration of this conference, the

bessings of the. Lord that have at-

tended the brethren who have occu-

pied this position before, may direct

me this afternoon.

The Gospel principles are glori-

ous, they are divine, and I beiieve

that there is not a soul in this house

who does not believe that they are

glorious and divine. Most of us

know the source of these principles

and these ordinances. We know
that God is revealing and has re-

vealed His will to men ; but the

great important thing to me is, To
what extent do we introduce these

glorious principles into our lives.

In other words, how do we apply

our religion? We just sang the

opening hymn,

"How firm a foundation, ye Saints of

the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent

word;

What more can He say than to you He
hath said,

You who unto Jesus for refuge hath

fled?"
;j

When we think of the revelations-

He has given to the human family
since the beginning of time, down to
this last and greatest of dispensations
in which He has revealed, through
the greatest of prophets, revelations

that are glorious and practical, when
we contemplate, I say, all that God
has given us, it does seem that we
can say with the poet, "What more
can He say than to you He hath
said ?" But on the other hand, when
we contemplate how little we apply
these principles in our individual

lives, in our civic lives, in our na-
tional lives, we begin to realize how
much more God has done for us
than we are doing for Him. We
should apply these principles, too, in

what seem to be trivial things.

There is no one great thing that we
can do to obtain eternal life, and it

seems to me that the great lesson to

be learned in the world today is to

apply in the little acts and duties of

life the glorious principles of the

Gospel. Let us not think that be-

cause some of the things named this

afternon.may seem small and trivial,

that they are unimportant. Life,

after all, is made up of little things.

Our life, our being, physically, is

made up here of little heart beats.

Let that little heart stop beating,

and life in this world ceases. The
great sun is a mighty force in the

universe, but we receive the bless-

ings of his rays because they come
to us as little beams, which, taken

in the aggregate, fill the whole world
with sunlight. The dark night is

made pleasant by the glimmer of

what seem to be little stars ; and so

the true Christian life is made up of
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little Christ-like acts performed this say after all they hear, after all they
hour, this minute, in the home, in know to be true, "We will serve the
the quorum, in the organization, in Lord and His voice we will obey."
the town, wherever our life and acts I said that the great need of the
may be cast. world today is applied religion.

I want to call your attention to When I think or read of the horrors
part of the farewell address that an of the most wicked of wars, now
aged man gave to his people many going on in Europe, when I picture
hundreds of years ago, for it seems young men who have been forced to

to me that the power of that address carry the gun and slay their fellow-

as it influenced the people of his men, running across a field, burrow-
time is applicable to the world to- ing into the earth as animals, to pro-

day. Many hundreds of years ago tect themseves from their fellow-

an old prophet, tried and proved by men, when I read of these men lying

a life of service to God, gathered heaped in trenches, and in fancy

his people around him, related their hear their groans as they turn their

history, and pointed out the hand of ghastly faces to heaven, when I

God over them, how He had pre- think of the devastated towns and
served them, led them through see fleeing from those towns hits-

trials, temptations, delivered them bandless women, dragging father-

from their enemies and blessed them less children, when I think of the

time after time, notwithstanding thousands of human beings who are

their frequent departures from His going to die of starvation and dis-

will. Then He appealed to them ease,—because we are told that for

to say whether or not they were every soldier that dies in battle five

going to serve Him, or whether others at least will die of exposure,

after all the Lord had done for them disease and starvation— I say when
they were going to fall back and I think of all these horrors that

worship false gods. They were so come in the wake of war, I try to

impressed that they cried out in find out the cause of it all. Each

their hearts, ''The Lord, our God nation is calling its people to "Come
will we serve and His voice will we to the defense of the nation, be-

obey," and then Joshua, the aged cause the war is forced upon us."

prophet, gathered them around him Germany says, "We are forced to

and, under an old oak tree that fight ;" Austria says, "We are forced

stood close by the sanctuary, erected to fight ;" so France and England,

a pile of rocks which was to stand As a matter of fact, thus far it

as a reminder of the covenant which seems clear that only the little nation

they had that day made, and so long of Belgium is forced to fight. They
as they should see that, they were seem to have such right on their side

to remember the covenant which Nthat they are fighting for their life,

they had made ; they were going to for their country, their God. But

serve God and His voice obey. the real causes are not evident;

Brethren, these conferences ap- however you will discover that one

peal to me as opportunities for us to cause of the disastrous war lies

renew our covenants. This confer- deeply rooted in the fact that those

ence, particularly, is a time of re- highly so-called Christian nations

freshing, a time of renewal of spirit, have never applied the Gospel of

and an opportunity for all Israel to Jesus Christ.
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The leaders and rulers who
brought this war upon the people

failed to apply the little, simple

principles that Christ taught centur-

ies ago. Why, if they had applied

only one of His teachings the whole

war might have been averted. For

example, "If you bring your gift

to the altar and there rememberest

that thou hast aught against thy

brother, leave there thy gift upon

the altar and go first to thy brother
;

first reconcile thyself to him, then

come and offer thy sacrifice." If

the first two nations that clashed,

'because af having misunderstood

each other, had applied that little

simple doctrine and live it, may be

the whole thing would have been

averted for a time. But that is only

one. The roots of the causes of

this war lie deeply bedded in vanity,

one monarch feeling above another,

so far above him, in fact, that he

would not arbitrate, would not go

to his brother and have an under-

standing of the misunderstandings

that had risen. Vanity, selfishness,

unjust commercialism, unrighteous-

ness, and other things contrary to,

the Spirit of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. O, if they could only apply

the Gospel in their nationalism ! But

they have considered it only as a

thing appart from daily life—as

something to be treated as a mere

social function. They haven't felt

that it is a vital force, the vital force

in humanity.

It may be that this dreadful

carnage which is going on—the top-

pling of thrones, the destruction of

monarchies, may be but a step to

prepare the way for the preaching

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and

the giving to the millions of honest

souls in those countries the oppor-

tunity of accepting it. I, for one,

believe it with all my soul. Upon

whom, then, rests the responsibility

of carrying this message to them,
after the way is prepared? Upon
whom but those unto whom has
been given the power and authority
to represent God in this \wfc>rld?

That is you, my brother ; that is you,
my sister. How glorious the Gos-
pel seems to us ; but oh, how mighty
the responsibility upon the Elders of
the Church ! The first step toward
carrying this responsibility is to ap-
ply our religion in our lives.

Did you notice the last part of

President Smith's impressive prayer
last night in the Sunday School Un-
ion ? Read it after this meeting and
see how his heart went out and
prayed that we might have the spirit

of peace in our hearts. That is the

true beginning of peace. When we
talk to the world about the need of

applying religion, our first duty is

to apply it in our lives.

Let us see what this means. In
one of our meetings recently, Presi-

dent Lyman said, in substance, "I

believe, that there was never a time

when it was more necessary to teach

to the people the necesisty of ab-

staining from the use of tobacco, in-

toxicants and s timulating bever-

ages." In other words, though for

many years we have heard the word
of wisdom taught, yet it is still just

as necessary to teach it to the Saints.

The word of wisdom is a simple lit-

tle thing, isn't it, but if we could say

to the world that here in the west

there are one hundred thousand peo-

ple not one of whom indulges in

intoxicants, not one of whom has

violated the law of chastity, what
would it mean ? To accomplish this

among Latter-day Saints isn't im-

practical. Let us particularize

:

Here are these men in the leading

counsels of the Church who sub-

scribe to those things. There are
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sixty-six presidencies and sixty-six urns of High Priests, one hundred
stake cerks of whom the same can and ninety-eight, with seven hun-
be truthfully said. There are sixty- dred and twenty-five class instruct

six times eighteen who ought to do tors ; making a grand total of over
it ; and if they cannot, they are not twelve thousand men, every one of
true to the responsibility which they whom has the strength and I hope
have accepted. If those men can do he has the love to live up to those
it, cannot the seven hundred and principles and to apply them in his

twenty-five times three men who oc- daily life. Or, to approach the
cupy the bishoprics in this Church, question another way. Since the
do it? They must do it. They have year, 1900, over ten thousand young
said they would do it. If these men men in this Church have gone out
can comply with these requirements to the nations to preach the Gospel
because of the offices they hold and of Jesus Christ. Those young men
the responsibilities that are before have stood on the streets of some
them as leaders in Israel, cannot of these nations now in war; thev
the men who occupy positions in the have stood on the street corners in

quorums do it? Why. Bishops, you our own cities here in America, and
ask them to when you put them in, have declared the eternal principles

and each man can do it if he will of the Gospel revealed through the.

only desire to. If he will only say Prophet, Joseph Smith. Those ten
in his heart, "I love to do it because thousand young men during that
it is true, because it is my duty." Do time were clean and pure and sweet
you realize what it means to have in their lives, or else they were hyp-

• the Priesthood—all the men who ocrites. Now, they have come back-

hold responsibility, live temperate, and are mingling here in our social

chaste and righteous lives? Sixty- life, in our political life; some of
six stake presidencies and clerks ag- them are on the road acting as

gregate twd hundred and sixty-four drummers. Are they applying these
men ; High Counselors, eleven hun- Gospel principles ? There are ten
dred eighty-eight ; seven hundred thousand young men on whom the
and twenty-five Bishoprics, includ- responsibility rests to apply these
ing the ward clerk, twenty-nine hun- influences in their lives. And we
dred; Deacons, just the officers and may add others. There are the
class instructors, about twenty-nine teachers in the auxiliary associa-
hundred ; Teachers and Priests, ap- aions. Do you want a girl to teach
proximately, fourteen hundred and your children in Sunday School who
fifty ; three hundred and fifty quor- does not live a life of purity, a con-
urns of Elders, each one presided sistent life in her home and in so-

over by three men who carry the re- ciety ? Why, the responsibility is

sponsibility of pure living just as upon the girls just as much as it as
much as the Bishopric of the ward, upon the men. And when you class

one thousand and fifty ; there will be just the teachers, eliminating the
seven hundred class instructors with general boards, eliminating the
those Elders, every one of whom is Ward teachers, eliminating the
an unfit teacher unless he teaches by membership of quorums,—which
his life ; one hundred and ninety ought not to be done,—we have an
quorums of Seventy, thirteen hun- army of fifty thousand teachers, men
dred and thirty men ; sixty-six quor- and women, every one of whom can
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apply this principle in daily life and

every one of whom should do it.

Think of it! Suppose that during

1915 and the remaining part of this

year each one of those fifty thousand

teachers touches the life of five boys

and girls, only five, and influence

those boys and girls to practice ab-

solutely a life of temperate living

and of chastity and of devotion to

the principles of life—for that is

what the Gospel is, principles of life,

salvation here, happiness here, as

well as hereafter—we should then

have a community of two hundred

and fifty thousand people applying

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I think

such a condition not impracticable,

to obtain ; for most of them are liv-

ing it now, and the Gospel truths

are dearer to them than life.

Let us go from this conference-

feeling in our hearts- as Israel of old

felt, we will serve the Lord and His

voice we will obey. God help us

to do it, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Sister Mildred Bradford sang a

soprano solo, "Fear not ye, oh

Israel."

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

The purpose of prophecy, and neces-

sity for prophets—Few have be-

lieved the prophets—Scriptures and
prophets rejected now as formerly

—

Evidences of true prophecy ig-

nored—Need for all nations to heed

Jatter-day prophets—Repentance

may avert predicted calamities.

Had it been suggested yesterday,

my brethren and sisters, that I ad-

dress you this afternoon I should

have thought it impossible, for I

have been suffering because of

bodily conditions to an extent that

it would have been very painful for

me to have attempted to do so, but

I feel very grateful to the Lord, and
give Him credit, that I am so far

relieved from pain that with His as-

sistance and your faith I am able to

occupy a few moments of the time.

I believe in the Lord. I believe

in the vital forces which character-

ize His Gospel, and apply to all

those who put their faith in Him
;

and so I depend upon Him as I have

all my life. Whatever I do I think of

the Lord, and my utter dependence

upon Him for strength to accomp-

lish it. So I feel very grateful this

afternoon, my brethren and sisters,

and wish to make this acknowledg-

ment here in your presence, that my
life has been prolonged and pre-

served until today; that your lives

have been preserved ; that we are

permitted through His mercy and

goodness to come up here again as

we are wont to do, to worship the

Lord, to bear witness of His good-

ness to us, to review the condition of

the Church, to compare our prog-

ress, our development, our work,

with the words of His servants, the

prophets, that we may know wheth-

er or not we are in harmony with

that which the Lord expects us to

accomplish.

I feel very grateful, my brethren

and sisters, for my membership in

the Church, for the testimony which

has come to me, and which has been

so convincing that I do not remem-

ber a moment in my life, either mv
mature life or my childhood, when I

have ever doubted, when my faith

in the Lord has ever wavered. I be-

lieve in Him and recognize Him
as the Creator of the earth upon

which I dwell, the organizer of the

universe with which we are sur-

rounded, the Father of my spirit and

the spirits of all men, and that He
did send in the meridian of time His.


