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apply this principle in daily life and

every one of whom should do it.

Think of it! Suppose that during

1915 and the remaining part of this

year each one of those fifty thousand

teachers touches the life of five boys

and girls, only five, and influence

those boys and girls to practice ab-

solutely a life of temperate living

and of chastity and of devotion to

the principles of life—for that is

what the Gospel is, principles of life,

salvation here, happiness here, as

well as hereafter—we should then

have a community of two hundred

and fifty thousand people applying

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I think

such a condition not impracticable,

to obtain ; for most of them are liv-

ing it now, and the Gospel truths

are dearer to them than life.

Let us go from this conference-

feeling in our hearts- as Israel of old

felt, we will serve the Lord and His

voice we will obey. God help us

to do it, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Sister Mildred Bradford sang a

soprano solo, "Fear not ye, oh

Israel."

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

The purpose of prophecy, and neces-

sity for prophets—Few have be-

lieved the prophets—Scriptures and
prophets rejected now as formerly

—

Evidences of true prophecy ig-

nored—Need for all nations to heed

Jatter-day prophets—Repentance

may avert predicted calamities.

Had it been suggested yesterday,

my brethren and sisters, that I ad-

dress you this afternoon I should

have thought it impossible, for I

have been suffering because of

bodily conditions to an extent that

it would have been very painful for

me to have attempted to do so, but

I feel very grateful to the Lord, and
give Him credit, that I am so far

relieved from pain that with His as-

sistance and your faith I am able to

occupy a few moments of the time.

I believe in the Lord. I believe

in the vital forces which character-

ize His Gospel, and apply to all

those who put their faith in Him
;

and so I depend upon Him as I have

all my life. Whatever I do I think of

the Lord, and my utter dependence

upon Him for strength to accomp-

lish it. So I feel very grateful this

afternoon, my brethren and sisters,

and wish to make this acknowledg-

ment here in your presence, that my
life has been prolonged and pre-

served until today; that your lives

have been preserved ; that we are

permitted through His mercy and

goodness to come up here again as

we are wont to do, to worship the

Lord, to bear witness of His good-

ness to us, to review the condition of

the Church, to compare our prog-

ress, our development, our work,

with the words of His servants, the

prophets, that we may know wheth-

er or not we are in harmony with

that which the Lord expects us to

accomplish.

I feel very grateful, my brethren

and sisters, for my membership in

the Church, for the testimony which

has come to me, and which has been

so convincing that I do not remem-

ber a moment in my life, either mv
mature life or my childhood, when I

have ever doubted, when my faith

in the Lord has ever wavered. I be-

lieve in Him and recognize Him
as the Creator of the earth upon

which I dwell, the organizer of the

universe with which we are sur-

rounded, the Father of my spirit and

the spirits of all men, and that He
did send in the meridian of time His.
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only begotten Son that we might see

God in the flesh as He was mani-
fested in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

with the doctrines of the everlast-

ing Gospel which have been taught
aforetime, through obedience to

which men and women might be
brought back into His presence. I

believe in these things, my brethren
and sisters, with all my heart.

I thank the Lord for the written
word which we have that is con-
tained in the scripture ; that He has
sent prophets into every dispensa-

tion of the world. From the time
that this earth was created and man-
kind began to inhabit it the Lord
has been very near to His children.

He has always guided them or
sought to guide them in the right

way. He has revealed Himself to

them through His servants. Proph-
ecy does not come to us simply that

we may know that which is to trans-

pire. The Lord sends inspired men
to outline to us the future in order
that, having that knowledge we may
be brought to repentance ; that we
may avoid, by repentance, the in-

evitable judgments which come to

men because of their wickedness;
that we may become partakers of
the blessings which are vouchsafed
to all those who repent and serve the
Lord. This is the purpose of proph-
ecy, this is the spirit of prophecy,
and the prophets have always been
with God's children from the besrin-

nmg of time, and they are with
them today to warn and admonish
them and to point out to them the
way in which they should walk. A
prophet is not only one who foretells

events that are to come, but one
who, inspired of the Lord, instructs

people in that which they ought to

do in the day of their own probation,
that they may be brought back into

the presence of the Lord.

It never has been very popular
to be a prophet. I am reminded of
that; from the very beginning the
inclination of man seems to have
been to disbelieve in the Lord, to
drift away from Him and to treat
lightly the admonitions which have
come to them through His servants.
When Noah preached repentance to
the antediluvians, warning them of
their wickedness, there were only a
few who believed. O, he was a
visionary man ; the earth would not
be submerged with water; they
would not be destroyed; and they
laughed him to scorn; but there
were just a few who had sufficient

faith to believe in him and be saved.
Only a few people believed in the
Redeemer, notwithstanding the fact
that they professed faith in the
scripture and that His coming had
been clearly outlined, the time, the
place, the manner, there were just a
few wise men, who understood the
signs of the times, who came and
did homage to the Babe of Beth-
lehem. The world at large rejected
Him. The Jews rejected His doc-
trines, they were not warned by
those signs which were manifest
clearly before their very eyes, and
they rejected the Lord. They knew
not of His coming, and rejected His
doctrines and ridiculed Him and
scorned Him and finally crucified
Him.
Now, my brethren and sisters, 1

might go on and recount many such
instances. There have been times
when people have listened to the
words of the prophet and through
obedience and repentance have been
saved. When Jonah went down to

Ninevah and warned those people
that because of their wickedness the
judgment of the Almighty hung
over them and that they would be
destroyed except they should repent,
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they were pricked in their hearts

and did repent. They fasted before

the Lord; they clothed themselves

in sackcloth and threw ashes upon
their heads and cried mightily to

the Lord for forgiveness ; and He
heard them just as He always hears

those who turn to Him. It was not

that the deluge had been irrevocably

decreed; it was not that the Lord
desired the destruction of multitudes

of men who were on the earth ; not

at all. He desired their redemption,

that they should repent, and had

they repented of their sins and

turned to Him, there would have

been rejoicing in the heavens. That
generation of men would have been

redeemed ; but they refused to listen,

acting upon the agency which the

Lord had given them. That is what I

want to call your attention to, my
brethren and sisters, that prophecy

is given to us that we may profit by

it, and by having fore-knowledge of

those things which are to come, we
may so square our lives that we will

be prepared for them. So it is not

very strange that this latter dispen-

sation, in which the restoration of

the Gospel, had been just as clearly

outlined as had been the dispensa-

tion of Christ, our Savior, should be

revealed by the Lord, through His

servants, the prophets. He revealed

it to John, the divine, upon the Isle

of Patmos : He revealed it to Isa-

iah and others of His prophets, the

time, the place and the manner of

the restoration, and we know as we
know that we live, that through the

instrumentality of Joseph Smith,

just a boy, but a boy chosen of

the Lord and loved of Him, that

this latter Gospel dispensation has

been ushered in, as the Lord said

it would be.

The world does not believe this.

They will never believe it except

they shall turn from their wicked-

ness and do the will of the Lord.

But that does not change the truth

at all. We bear witness of it to the

world. I bear witness of it here this

afternoon, that Joseph Smith was
and is today the prophet of this dis-

pensation, the chosen instrument of

the Lord, through whom by the

agency of that angel that was to fly

through heaven, seen of John, the

Revelator, the Gospel has been re-

stored to earth, that its inhabitants

may be warned and brought to re-

pentance if they are to avoid the

judgments of the Almighty which

hangs over them. Not because He
has declared that they shall be de-

stroyed, not at all. He does not love

war; and there would be rejoicing

if the nations would repent; but

without repentance, without humil-

ity, unless they shall .acknowledge

Him and acknowledge the restora-

tion of the Gospel in this dispensa-

tion, through these agencies to

which I referred, there can come no

salvation for them.

Nearly thirty years before it oc-

curred, Joseph Smith predicted the

great civil war which should occur

in our own country. Well, the un-

believer says, "Any far-seeing man
might have known that the South-

ern states would be divided against

the Northern states and there would

be war." But the prophet states

more than that. He told us just

where the war would begin. He told

us just what the result would be,

and has the sequel not proven that

that war began just as this revela-

tion said it would begin, in South

Carolina? We might have some

reason to doubt or to question the

inspiration of this prophet of the

Lord, if during that war the South-

ern states had not called upon Great

Britain for assistance. There might



94 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

be some reason to doubt if in a
single detail there had been a mis-
take, but it chanced that the South-
ern states did call upon Great Brit-
ain, and we were very nearly at
war with that nation because of her
participation in behalf of the Con-
federacy in that struggle.

So, my brethren and sisters, you
may read the word of the Lord as
it is contained in these books and
there you will find outlined for your
benefit, that you may be governed
by it, the destiny of all the nations
of "the earth. Now, we are not so
much interested in the deluge, we
are not so much interested in things
that occurred in the meridian of
time, although they are of very great
interest to us, as we are in the word
of the Lord as it applies to the pres-
ent. We are here in peace today;
thank the Lord for it. We pray for
peace ! we desire it. I want to say
to you that all the prayers that we
offer for peace, however great our
desires may be, will not stay the
judgments of the Almighty which
hang over this nation as they hang
over the nations of the old world,
except repentance shall come to it,

and faith in God, our Father.

There is no land in the world, no
people upon earth to whom greater
promises have been made than this

nation of which we form a part.

There is no part of the earth's sur-

face of which the Lord has said
more plainlv and with greater em-
phasis than He has of this/that it is a
land choice above all other lands.

There is no other place where He
has said with greater emphasis that
it is His eternal and irrevocable de-
cree that whatever nation or people
shall inhabit this promised land shall

serve Him, the true and the living

God, or they shall be removed from
it. There is no nation to which He

has made greater promises than the
nation of which we form a part, and
which exists here today. Neither is

there any other nation that He was
warned more plainly than He has
this nation.

Now, my brethren and sisters, let

us look the situation squarely in the

face. We see the ravages of war in

the old world. They have been re-

ferred to here. I want to admonish
my brothers and sisters and I want
to admonish this nation to read the

word of the Lord, to believe in this

book, the Book of Mormon, which
is the scripture of this American
continent, and which contains the

irrevocable decrees of the Al-
mighty as they apply to this land,

that they may, by coming into pos-

session of this knowledge, avoid the

pitfalls which are before them.

It is not my purpose, not my in-

tention to make lengthy remarks.
We are living in the dispensation of

the fulness of times. My brethren
and sisters, I would like to read here
just a few words, the words of the

Savior, and which apply very di-

rectly to us and to this nation

:

"Ye say that ye know .that the
end of the world cometh, ye say also that
ye know that the heavensi and the earth
shall pass away;
"And in this ye say truly, for so

it is; but these things which I have
told you shall not pass away until all

shall be fulfilled.

"And this I have told you concern-
ing Jerusalem; and when that day
shall come, shall a remnant be scat-
tered among all nations;
"But they shall be gathered again,

but they shall remain until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

Now, my brethren and sisters, fol-

low me a little further.

"And in that day shall be heard of
wars and rumors of wars, and the
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whole earth shall be ' in commotion,
and men's hearts shall fail them, and

they shall say that Christ delayeth

His coming until the end of the earth.

"And the love of men shall wax
cold, and iniquity shall abound;
"And when the times of the Gentiles

is come in, a light shall break forth

among them that sit in darkness, and

it shall be the fullness of My Gospel;

"But they receive it not, for they

perceive not the light and they turn

their hearts from Me because of the

precepts of men;
"And in that generation shall the

times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

That light has broken forth with

the restoration of the Gospel

through Joseph Smith, the prophet.

That prophecy was fulfilled but they

perceive not the light, recognize it

no more than did the Jews perceive

the light when Christ ministered

among them, or the antediluvians

believe the words of Noah, or the

Nephites the words of Samuel, the

prophet, or the Jaredites the words

of Ether, but they went on in their

wickedness and transgression until

by their own acts they brought down

upon themselves the judgment and

indignation of an offended God.

I say unto you, my brethren and

sisters, the time has come in this na-

tion when the Lord will have its

people to serve Him—to turn from

their profanity, to turn from their

blasphemy which we hear wherever

we go, and honor the name of' God,

our Father, and serve Him and keep

His commandments; a time when

their whoredoms must cease, when

they must cease to corrupt the foun-

tains of life and yield obedience to

that first command in honorable

marriage, increase and multiply and

replenish the earth, as God designed

that His children should do from the

beginning; a time when they must

cease from their drunkenness and

abolish from among them those

things which corrupt men and de-

base them and make them easy vic-

tims to the wiles of the adversary;

a time when the rich must cease to

persecute and bear down upon the

poor, a time when the poor must in

humility recognize and acknowledge

the Lord and, without envy, treat

properly those who have been

blessed more greatly than they with

the necessities of life; a time when
the legislators who frame the law,

must, in righteousness before the

Lord, seek the enactment of right-

eous laws; and a time when the

judges who execute the law must be

incorruptible and not to be pur-

chased with money, or because of

the love of the world's honor, cor-

rupt the trust that is reposed in

them. In other words, a time when

all men, those who profess faith,

those who profess it not, must turn

unto God, and except they return I

bear witness that God's judgment is

hanging over them and that it will

fall upon them. All men upon this

earth must come to recognize the

Lord and acknowledge His Son,

Jesus Christ, if they would be saved

from the judgments which are to

come.
God bless you, brethren and sis-

ters, keep us in the faith, increase

our testimony, give us strength that

we may bear this witness before the

world, that when the Lord's judg-

ments come, our garments may be

clean of the blood of this generation,

because of having fulfilled this great

mission of ours, to be witnesses of

the Lord, testifying of the import-

ance and truth of His written word,

and the word uttered by His ser-

vants ; for just as prophetic words

have been uttered in the past, so

does that prophetic spirit exist in the

Church today through His servants

who preside over us. I bear witness
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of this and pray that the Spirit of
the Lord may help us to bear wit-
ness of it in all the world, that the
people may be brought to repentance
and God's judgments averted,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR.

"Christian" ministers denying divinity
of Christ's earthly birth—Implicit
faith in Christ characteristic of Lat-
ter-day Saints—Scriptures abound
with testimony of Christ's divinity,
and resurrection—Personal revela-
ton of Christ to man in this age.

I desire to bear testimony to the
words of counsel and instruction
which we have received during this

conference, and commend them to
the Latter-day Saints, and pray that
they put them into practice, that we
may stand united in the keeping of
the commandments of the Lord and
the covenants we have made with
Him.

Like my brethren who have
spoken, I too realize and know that

the time must come when every knee
must bow and every tongue confess
that Jesus is the Christ. I was im-
pressed by the remarks this morning
by Elder Orson F. Whitney, m
which he called to our attention the
fact that/the Spirit of the Lord has
been given unto us, even the Holy
Spirit of promise, and therefore we
may know the truth and walk in the
light and understanding of the Gos-
pelj While he was speaking, my
mind dwelt upon a statement that

was made some few months since by
a certain minister who has a high
standing in the Christian world, not
only in this land, but also through-
out Europe, for his learning and his

ability as a public speaker. This man
has been trained and educated in

the colleges of the land, according

to the customs and the theories

prevalent at the present time in so-

called Christian institutions, to in-

terpret the* scriptures, and is now a

Doctor of Divinity. Yet this

gentleman who has received this

training and standing ampng his

fellows, made the startling declara-
tion in one of his discourses several

months ago that he did not adhere
to and would not support the doc-

trine of the miraculous conception
and birth of Christ. "My con-

clusion upon the question," he an-

nounced, "is that the faith of Mark
and John, and James and Paul, is

good enough for me, it is good
enough for any Christian. These
men say nothing about Jesus hav-
ing come into the world in a mir-

aculous manner, and I prefer to

stand with them. What do we
mean by saying He was divine? It

is a question of quantity and not of

quality. There is divinity in us

;

but so much more in Him that I

prefer to call Him divine. Perhaps
it would be better to speak of the

divineness of man and the divin-

ity of Christ." In other discourses

in keeping with this, this gentle-

man denied the resurrection from
the dead. He denied that Jesus
came forth from the tomb. He de-

nied, as he has in this statement I

have read, that Jesus was the only

begotten Son of God. Lie set forth

the idea that He was the son of

Joseph and Mary, and that there is

no resurrection from the dead. Be-
cause of his doctrine which was
boldly declared, there was some op-

position raised among his fel-

low ministers, for he stood as the

President of the Federation of Min-
isters in the city where he preached
in one of the fashionable churches.

Action was brought against him by
those who did not accept these


