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Let me inject here, once more, my
standing admonition to the Latter-

day Saints : My brethren, see to it

that you do not put a mortgage
upon the roof that covers the heads

of your wives and your children.

Don't do it. Don't plaster your
farms with mortgages, because it is

from your farms that you reap your
food, and the means to provide your
raiment and your other necessaries

of life. Keep your possessions free

from debt. Get out of debt as fast

as you can, and keep out of debt, for

that is the way in which the promise

of God will be fulfilled to the people

of His Church, that they will be-

come the richest of all people in the

world. But this will not happen
while you mortgage your homes and
your farms, or run into debt be-

yond your ability to meet your obli-

gations ; and thus, perhaps, your

name and credit be dishonored be-

cause you over-reached yourselves.

"Never reach farther than you can

gather," is a good motto.

From each of the newly organized

wards we have received calls to as-

sist to help build new meeting-

houses ; and so the work goes on. I

have read the figures of the hun-

dreds of thousands that we are ap-

propriating for the assistance in the

erection of meetinghouses, taberna-

cles, and amusement places for the

youth of Zion. to keep them under

proper restraint and control.

The work in the temples has been

the largest on record. There have

been performed in the temples, dur-

ing the past year. 166.909 baptisms

for the living and dead,—an indica-

tion that we are increasing the mem-
bership of the Church very, very

much faster in the spirit-world than

we are on earth.

Now, my brethren and sisters, we
do not want to weary you with sta-

tistics. Our duty is not to deal par-
ticularly in statistics and in finan-
cial matters. Our paramount duty
is the preaching of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and the inculcation of
the principles of that Gospel in the
hearts and souls of all our children.
This is our duty. God bless you. I

am glad to see you here. I surely
welcome you with all my soul, and
I feel in my soul that God will bless
you for your presence here. Why
are you here? Because you are
members of the Church of Jesus
Christ. You are here because this

is the annual conference of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. You are here because
you are members of that Church and
because you are members of the
priesthood and of the auxiliary or-

ganizations of the Church and are
all interested in the well-being, ad-
vancement, and development, spirit-

ually, intellectually, physically and
financially, and every other way, of
the people of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. God
bless you, I humbly pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A soprano solo, "Christ is Risen,"
was sung by Sister Esther Davis
Stephens.

PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND.

Certainty oi the resurrection—"Eas-
ter" an improper name for day cele-
brating the sacred event—The Pass-
over, old and new—Witnesses of the
risen Redeemer—Christ's mission to
the spirit-world—Scripture evidences
that though the body dies the spirit

lives—Universality of the resurrec-
tion—God's justice manifest in plan
of salvation for the dead.

In presenting myself before you,

and attempting to speak to you, I

ask your faith and prayers in my
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behalf. With you I have hstened

with much interest and pleasure to

the remarks of our President. He
has given us the keynote of love and

good will to one another, and asked

us to perform the duties that devolve

upon us, and I believe that we all

feel to respond to this exhortation.

The song that we have just lis-

tened to, "He is Risen," was very

appropriate, as this is Easter Sun-

day, which we celebrate in memory
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

It was a happy message that came
to the world through this event, the

resurrection, that Jesus had con-

quered death and had come forth

out of the grave.

The resurrection, the central fact

of our faith, has been doubted by a

great many, and yet He was seen

by His apostles and some of His

disciples, and by as many as five

hundred at one time. To us there is

no doubt about the resurrection. We
feel grateful to believe and know
that Christ did rise from the dead,

that He laid down His life, of Him-
self, and was able to take it again,

and thereby give us the hope, the

assurance, that resurrection will

come to all of us.

Last Thursday night was cele-

brated in memory of His instituting

the Holy Sacrament ; Friday we
commemorated His crucifixion, and
today, the first day of the week, we
celebrate His resurrection. He rose

from the grave, the crowning act of

redemption, and thus finished the

great mission given Him by His
Heavenly Father. Tt was at the

Jewish Passover that this great

event occurred. Here in America,
and in England, we call it Easter:

in Germanv they call it O.stern. Botli

the English and the Germans have
named this sacred festival after a

heathen jroddess. How much better

it would have been to have kept the

old name, or a derivation of it, as

in other lands, for instance in Scan-
dinavia, where it is called Paaske.

instead of a name that has no found-

ation upon holiness. Easter is one
of the variable feasts. Among Chris-

tian nations it has been thought best

to celebrate it at a time when the

feast would include Thursday. Fri-

day and Sunday. In the early days
the Christians, like the Jews, cele-

brated it on a certain day of the

month, but this has been changed to

the present custom.

I consider that this day brings to

us more joy than the commemora-
tion of any other event that has hap-
pened in the world. The Passover
was instituted to remember that a

number of the children of Israel

were saved from death by obeying a

certain command of God. namelv.
that of sprinkling the blood on the

door posts : then the angel of death

passed over, and the first-bi^rn in the

families of the Israelites was spared,

while among the Egyptians, and
those who did not obey this com-
mand, the first-born was stricken

with death. The Passover that we
commemorate today is of much
i^reater importance. While the old

Passover commemorated the saving
of a few. our Passover commemor-
ates the victory over death, the

bringing of life unto the whole hu-
man race. Every son or daughter
of Adam is benefited by this great
event, because the resurrection will

come to all. Jesus voluntarily gave
His life for us. and by doing so re-

deemed us from the effects of the
fall. How grateful and thankful
we ought to be to Him.

In the morning of the day that

He rose from the dead. He was seen
bv some of the faithful women that

believed in Him. and bv some of the
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apostles. On the same day He
joined two disciples going to Em-
maus, who were very much con-

cerned about what had taken place.

Then, ''beginning at Moses and all

the prophets, He expounded unto

them" the scriptures concerning

Himself, proving that Christ should

suffer and rise again. Afterwards,

in telling about His speaking to

them, they said that their hearts

burned within them. They had not

understood the great mission that

He was to perform. That evening

His apostles had gathered in a room
with closed doors, and as they were
talking He appeared in their midst.

All but Thomas were present ; ten

of them saw Him, felt of Him, and
rejoiced that the Master was again

with them. Next Sunday, Thomas,
the doubter, seeing Jesus, was con-

vinced that He had risen. xA.fter this

Jesus met with the Apostles at Lake
Gennesaret. They received in-

structions from Him there, and
Peter was called to be the shepherd

over His flock.

While His body lay in the grave

we are told that He went to the

spirits in prison, and preached unto
them. Luther in his little catechism

said that Jesus went down to hell,

and on the third day rose from the

dead. Peter informs us of what He
did during the time that He was in

the spirit-world. The word "hell,"

as it occurs in the New Testament,
has been translated from three dif-

ferent words : Gehenna, Hades, and
Tartarus. Whenever the word
"Gehenna" is used it always means
a place of torture, conveying the real

meaning of the word "hell" to us.

The other word is "Hades," w-hich

could have been translated better

perhaps b}'' the compound word
"spirit-world." The Greeks under-

stood the word to mean the realm of

Pluto, or the place for the shades of

departed ones, and in the latter sense

it is used in the scriptures. We read
in the Bible that "death and hell"

should give up their dead, and in

the Book of Mormon we read a sim-

ilar statement. Hell does not mean
the place of torture to which the

wicked will be assigned at the great

judgment, though those who have
been wicked, and transgressed the

law here, are not apt to be very

happy in the spirit-world.

Alany people deny that the spirit

lives, and can think and act between
death and the resurrection. They
who hold this opinion quote what
the preacher says in the Book of

Ecclesiastes, that "the living know
that they shall die, but the dead
know not anything;" and in another

verse in the same chapter he says,

"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do.

do with all thy might, for there is

no work, nor device, nor knowledge,

nor wisdom in the grave whither

thou goest." And so they conclude

that spirit and body sleep in the

grave until the day of resurrection.

Not long ago I read a tract upon
this subject in which the author rid-

iculed the idea of the spirits going

to the spirit-world, and he declared

that there is no such thing as a hu-'

man spirit. Now, what did the

preacher mean? Did he mean that

the spirit and the body lay in the

grave slumbering, and hence there is

"no knowledge, no wisdom, in the

grave" and that "the dead know-

not anything?" No. I firmly believe

that he alluded only to the body ; the

body is laid in the grave and it does

not know anything, for the part of

man that knows, thinks and wills,

has left. And that this was really his

meaning I take from another of his

sayings : "Then shall the dust re-

turn to the earth as it was, and the
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spirit shall return unto God that

gave it." Now, this is said by the

same man who wrote the above quo-
tations, w^hich are used so often

against the doctrine of an interme-

diate state between death and the

resurrection. He declares that the

spirit shall return to God who gave
it ; consequently, he could not have
included the spirit in his statement

that "the dead know not anything;"
he alluded to that part only that was
laid in the grave.

Alma is very plain on the subject

of an intermediate state. He tells us

that the spirits of the righteous go
to a place in the spirit-world called

Paradise, a place of joy and happi-

ness ; and that the wicked go to a

place by themselves also, where thev

are suffering in the knowledge of

the judgment that is coming. Now,
when Jesus' spirit left His body, it

went to Hades, but I believe it went
to Paradise first, for He said to the

repentant thief upon the cross, "To-
day shalt thou be with me in Para-
dise." No doubt He went there, and
first of all informed those who had
served God and been righteous, and
whose day of resurrection perhaps
was near, of what he had been able

to accomplish, that He had fulfilled

His mission, had overcome death,

and thereby brought the hope to all

that they should be resurrected.

After this, He went on the glorious

mission to preach to the spirits in

prison, those who at one time were
disobedient, and had rejected the

gospel preached by Noah. His mis-
sion was to proclaim liberty to the

captives, open the prison doors to

them that were bound. He read
from the scroll handed to Him in

the synagogue at Nazareth—the first

verses of the 61st chapter of Isaiah

—and they describe His own mis-

sion, and allude to the work He was
to perform. He brought joy to

thousands who had so long been
confined, and had suffered for their

rejection of the gospel.

When He was resurrected, Mary
discovered that He was the Master,

and wanted to worship Him, but He
told her not to touch Him for He
had not yet been with the Father.

We understand where He had been
and the work He had done, for His.

mission was not only to the few that

heard Him on earth, but to all both

living and dead ; He said Himself,

"the hour is coming, in the which all

that are in their graves shall hear

His voice." His mission was for all

that should come upon the earth,

and to all of them He brought re-

lease from the bands of death, and
He bestowed on all the precious

blessing of the resurrection. But
the resurrection will not be the same
to all, for they who have done good
will come forth unto the resurrec-

tion of life, and they that have done
evil will come forth unto the resur-

rection of damnation. This we are

told in the words of the Savior

Himself.

Now. we rejoice here today in

dwelling upon this great event. We
feel that it was true, what the

Prophet Joseph received by revela-

tion and gave to us concerning the

resurrection and salvation for the

dead. This doctrine gives a satis-

factory explanation of the justice of

God. If it be true, what many in

the world believe, that only the few
that hear the doctrine of Christ and
receive it should be saved, and that

all the other myriads who come upon
the earth should be condemned, be-

cause they had not heard His name,
then it looks very unjust. But when
wc remember what Peter savs, that
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the dead should hear the Gospel,

that they might be judged accord-

ing to men in the flesh, we begin to

understand the justice of God. The
Gospel will be preached to all ; every

one shall hear of the Mission of

Christ, and shall have a chance

either to receive or reject, whether

living upon the earth or whether

they have departed. How broad is

the platform of salvation ! The Lord
is just to all, and no one coming be-

fore His judgment seat shall be able

to say that he has not been dealt

with justly.

Now, brethren and sisters, I see

. the time allotted is past. I rejoice

to be with you ; I rejoice in the

Gospel as preached to us ; I rejoice

in the restoration of the Gospel and

in knowing that Joseph Smith was a

Prophet of God. May the Lord
bless us all, I ask in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

President Smith stated that an-

other overflow meeting will be held

in the Assembly Hall, at 2 p. m., at

which Elder Joseph F. Smith, Jr.,

will preside ; also an outdoor meet-

ing, in front of the Bureau of Infor-

mation, at the same hour, under di-

rection of Elder George F. Rich-

ards. He also announced that ar-

rangements have been made, by the

Presiding Bishopric, to furnish ac-

commodations to Conference visitors

who are not otherwise provided for.

"Rock of Ages," a soprano solo,

was rendered by Sister Lily Shipp.

The choir sang the anthem, "Song
of the Redeemed."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Lewis Anderson.

Conference adjourned until 2

p. m.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow session of the Con-
ference was held in the Assembly
Hall, adjoining the Tabernacle, at

10 a. m. The services were presided

over by Elder Rudger Clawson, and
the Cottonwood Stake Choir, under
direction of Manasseh Smith, fur-

nished the music.

The Choir sang the hymn

:

Come, dearest Lord, descend and
dwell,

By faith and love, in every breast;
Then shall we know, and taste,, and

feel

The joys that cannot be expressed.

The invocation was offered by
Elder John R. Barnes.

The choir sang the hymn :

As the dew, from heaven distilling.

Gently on the grass descends,
And revives it, thus fulfilling

What Thy providence intends.

BISHOP ORRIN P. MILLER.

(Of the Presiding Bishopric.)

It is a great surprise to me, my
beloved brethren and sisters, to be
called upon to address you for a few
moments upon this occasion. My
heart is full of gratitude to my
Heavenly Father for this privilege,

especially, of meeting with so many
of the Latter-day Saints, and that

we are assembled on such a beau-
tiful Sabbath morning. The bosom
of the earth having been refreshed

by showers of rain, and then the

sunshine, brings to our hearts

thanksgiving and rejoicing, that we
have such glorious conditions in

coming together to worship the

Lord.

When we think that this is Easter


