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the dead should hear the Gospel,

that they might be judged accord-

ing to men in the flesh, we begin to

understand the justice of God. The
Gospel will be preached to all ; every

one shall hear of the Mission of

Christ, and shall have a chance

either to receive or reject, whether

living upon the earth or whether

they have departed. How broad is

the platform of salvation ! The Lord
is just to all, and no one coming be-

fore His judgment seat shall be able

to say that he has not been dealt

with justly.

Now, brethren and sisters, I see

. the time allotted is past. I rejoice

to be with you ; I rejoice in the

Gospel as preached to us ; I rejoice

in the restoration of the Gospel and

in knowing that Joseph Smith was a

Prophet of God. May the Lord
bless us all, I ask in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

President Smith stated that an-

other overflow meeting will be held

in the Assembly Hall, at 2 p. m., at

which Elder Joseph F. Smith, Jr.,

will preside ; also an outdoor meet-

ing, in front of the Bureau of Infor-

mation, at the same hour, under di-

rection of Elder George F. Rich-

ards. He also announced that ar-

rangements have been made, by the

Presiding Bishopric, to furnish ac-

commodations to Conference visitors

who are not otherwise provided for.

"Rock of Ages," a soprano solo,

was rendered by Sister Lily Shipp.

The choir sang the anthem, "Song
of the Redeemed."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Lewis Anderson.

Conference adjourned until 2

p. m.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow session of the Con-
ference was held in the Assembly
Hall, adjoining the Tabernacle, at

10 a. m. The services were presided

over by Elder Rudger Clawson, and
the Cottonwood Stake Choir, under
direction of Manasseh Smith, fur-

nished the music.

The Choir sang the hymn

:

Come, dearest Lord, descend and
dwell,

By faith and love, in every breast;
Then shall we know, and taste,, and

feel

The joys that cannot be expressed.

The invocation was offered by
Elder John R. Barnes.

The choir sang the hymn :

As the dew, from heaven distilling.

Gently on the grass descends,
And revives it, thus fulfilling

What Thy providence intends.

BISHOP ORRIN P. MILLER.

(Of the Presiding Bishopric.)

It is a great surprise to me, my
beloved brethren and sisters, to be
called upon to address you for a few
moments upon this occasion. My
heart is full of gratitude to my
Heavenly Father for this privilege,

especially, of meeting with so many
of the Latter-day Saints, and that

we are assembled on such a beau-
tiful Sabbath morning. The bosom
of the earth having been refreshed

by showers of rain, and then the

sunshine, brings to our hearts

thanksgiving and rejoicing, that we
have such glorious conditions in

coming together to worship the

Lord.

When we think that this is Easter
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Sunday, a very important day to us

Latter-day Saints, with the views

we have of the hfe of the Savior, it

brings to us rejoicing and thanks-

giving. Our hearts bound with hap-
piness when we reaHze that we have
been estabHshed in these valleys, in

the fastnesses of the Rocky Moun-
tains, according to the predictions

of ancient as well as modern proph-
ets. O what joy it brings to us when
we see the tens of thousands of

honest-hearted, devoted people as-

sembling together this morning to

worship the Lord, and to be taught
of His ways, that we might walk in

the path which He has marked out
for us as His children. We could
not help but repoice at this, and
our hearts are made glad because
we have confidence in those that are
leading us as prophets, seers, and
revelators, in this the dispensation
of the fulness of times.

The great number of people that
have gathered together upon this oc-

casion have come from the various
stakes of Zion. sixty-seven stakes
now organized, and different states

of the Union. I presume every stake
in the Church is here represented ; I

have noticed individuals from Can-
ada on the north to Arizona and
Old Mexico on the south, and T take
it that all have come to headquar-
ters, to the present center stake, that

we may be taught of the wa\'s and
laws of the Lord, that we might be
able to walk in His paths, and re-

main true and faithful unto the end.

What joy and satisfaction these
thoughts bring to us, when we look
back over the history of our people.

In looking over this congregation,
we see pioneers who blazed the wa ,•

across the desert and came inio

these valleys many years ago. and
helped to establish the ensign that

was spoken of by one of the ancient

prophets, that should be established

in the tops of the mountains, in the

midst of the everlasting hills, and all

nations should flow into it. We feel

to rejoice that these prophecies are

being fulfilled, and that we. the off-

spring of those great pioneers, are

enjoying these blessings, the fruits

of their labor. When we reflect

upon the conditions that confronted

them when they came into these val-

leys ; nothing but a barren waste,

not a beautiful shrub or a tree, ex-

cept the few that nature had pro-

duced, the valley being desolate and
barren, and the only human asso-

ciate that they had. beside them-
selves, was the Lamanite or native

Indian ; and the howl of the coyote

was heard on the plains and the

]:)rairies. When we look now at the

condition of our people, luxury and
ease evident in every valley in the

fastnesses of the Rocky Mountains,

and we are enjoying the be'^t and
happiest and most prosperous times

that have ever come to our people

since the settlement of these valleys ;

and when we reflect that many were
buried upon the plains on the jour-

ney from the Missouri River—my
grandfather was buried out on the

lonely desert, rolled up in a blanket

and put into a shallow grave—when
I reflect upon these things. I feel

grateful to God for the blessings

that have come to us.

I feel like Nenhi of old. full of

gratitude and praise to mv Heavenly
Father, that I have l^ecn born of

goodlv parents, and tliat I have been

taught in the ways of the Lord,

that I might appreciate Llis blc^s-

Migs. And O how I rejoice that the

hearts of my parents were touched

wh^i the humble elder came to them
in their native countrv and preached

unto them the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, as we understand and en joy
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it this day. We rejoice in these

things because we understand and
comprehend them. My parents re-

ceived the Gospel in their native

country, one of them across the

ocean, in the land of the troubled

nations of today, and their coming
to this blessed country made it pos-

sible for me to be present with you
upon this occasion. Why should we
not rejoice when we realize these

things.

And now, my young brethren and
sisters, you who have been born in

these valleys, born "under the drop-

pings of the sanctuary," heirs to the

holy priesthood in the new and ever-

lasting covenant which God has es-

tablished in the earth, how we
should rejoice in these things, and
always be grateful and willing to

bear our testimony to the great

blessings which the Lord has given

unto us as His children. How we
venerate the names and the mem-
ories of our aged parents. We do
not need to hire men to teach us, and
to proclaim to us that the Gospel is

true ; thousands of white-haired vet-

erans could stand up in the congre-

gations of the Saints today, should

the President ask them, yea, ten

thousand of them could rise up and
proclaim in power and authority,

but in a humble spirit, that they

know Jesus is the Christ and that

Joseph Smith was a prophet of God.
We have been taught this truth, and
have received a knowledge of it, we
have received the Holy Ghost, and
that testimony has come to us, hav-

ing obeyed the law upon which these

blessings are predicated. It is not

guess-work with us ; we know it for

a surety, we have been converted

and convinced of these truths. We
have been baptized in water, the

same as the Savior was baptized by
John, and we have come forth out of

the water, and had hands laid upon
us for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and the Holy Ghost has come
to us, and it has been as the prom-
ises said, a constant companion and
guide to us, a monitor of righteous-

ness and truth, that shall remain
with us forever, if we are faithful.

These truths abide in our hearts

;

we know they are true, no matter
what the world may say about us
Latter-day Saints.

I desire to bear my testimony to

the principles of the Gospel as they
have been revealed to us. I have
endeavored in my youth to accept
every one of them, as the Prophet
has revealed them ; and I bear my
testimony to you that he has re-

vealed no untruth, but everything
that he has revealed has been the

truth, and truth is mighty and will

prevail. The Latter-day Saints can
truly sing the beautiful hymn,

"High on the mountain top truth's ban-
ner is unfurled,

Ye nations, now look up, it waves to all

the world."

May the Lord bless us is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART.

(Of First Council of Seventy.)

I rejoice with you, my brethren

and sisters and friends, in the glory

and beauty of this beautiful Easter

morn, and for the hope and the as-

surance which it brings unto us. It

has been nearly eighty-five years

iiow since the inauguration of these

-conferences, such as we are partici-

pating in today. And during that

time the people of the Church have

become firmly established in the

faith. They have stronger assur-

ances and more evidences of the


