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it this day. We rejoice in these

things because we understand and
comprehend them. My parents re-

ceived the Gospel in their native

country, one of them across the

ocean, in the land of the troubled

nations of today, and their coming
to this blessed country made it pos-

sible for me to be present with you
upon this occasion. Why should we
not rejoice when we realize these

things.

And now, my young brethren and
sisters, you who have been born in

these valleys, born "under the drop-

pings of the sanctuary," heirs to the

holy priesthood in the new and ever-

lasting covenant which God has es-

tablished in the earth, how we
should rejoice in these things, and
always be grateful and willing to

bear our testimony to the great

blessings which the Lord has given

unto us as His children. How we
venerate the names and the mem-
ories of our aged parents. We do
not need to hire men to teach us, and
to proclaim to us that the Gospel is

true ; thousands of white-haired vet-

erans could stand up in the congre-

gations of the Saints today, should

the President ask them, yea, ten

thousand of them could rise up and
proclaim in power and authority,

but in a humble spirit, that they

know Jesus is the Christ and that

Joseph Smith was a prophet of God.
We have been taught this truth, and
have received a knowledge of it, we
have received the Holy Ghost, and
that testimony has come to us, hav-

ing obeyed the law upon which these

blessings are predicated. It is not

guess-work with us ; we know it for

a surety, we have been converted

and convinced of these truths. We
have been baptized in water, the

same as the Savior was baptized by
John, and we have come forth out of

the water, and had hands laid upon
us for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and the Holy Ghost has come
to us, and it has been as the prom-
ises said, a constant companion and
guide to us, a monitor of righteous-

ness and truth, that shall remain
with us forever, if we are faithful.

These truths abide in our hearts

;

we know they are true, no matter
what the world may say about us
Latter-day Saints.

I desire to bear my testimony to

the principles of the Gospel as they
have been revealed to us. I have
endeavored in my youth to accept
every one of them, as the Prophet
has revealed them ; and I bear my
testimony to you that he has re-

vealed no untruth, but everything
that he has revealed has been the

truth, and truth is mighty and will

prevail. The Latter-day Saints can
truly sing the beautiful hymn,

"High on the mountain top truth's ban-
ner is unfurled,

Ye nations, now look up, it waves to all

the world."

May the Lord bless us is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART.

(Of First Council of Seventy.)

I rejoice with you, my brethren

and sisters and friends, in the glory

and beauty of this beautiful Easter

morn, and for the hope and the as-

surance which it brings unto us. It

has been nearly eighty-five years

iiow since the inauguration of these

-conferences, such as we are partici-

pating in today. And during that

time the people of the Church have

become firmly established in the

faith. They have stronger assur-

ances and more evidences of the
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divinity of the work than ever be-

fore.

Men have examined, from the

standpoint of reason and philosophy,

in later years as never before per-

haps in the history of the world, the

great problems of life, particularly

the immortality of the spirit. And
it is interesting for us to know that

their deductions are in confirmation

of the teachings of the Church. I

rejoice with you that our Heavenly
Father sent His only begotten Son
in the flesh to dwell upon the earth,

and to give us an example of the

perfect life, and also that He per-

mitted that He should die for the

sins of the world, and that He might
be resurrected, as a concrete ex-

ample of the great doctrine of the

immortality of the spirit and the

resurrection of the body.

In the examination of this ques-

tion of the immortality of the spirit,

from the standpoint of reason and
science and philosophy, men have
considered the analogies we find in

nature to those of the resurrection,

and I think that the argument has

not been stated more beautifully

than by the present Secretary of this

great Republic of ours. His words
are familiar to many of you. They
may seem trite even to some of you
\\\\o are very familiar with them,

but I think it would not be inappro-

priate upon this Easter morn, to

read this brief and concise argu-
ment, by way of analogy with things

we find in nature. He says

:

"If the Father deign to touch with
divine power the cold and pulseless
heart of the buried acorn, and to make
it burst forth from its prison walls
with new life, will He refuse the word
of hope to the sons of men when the
frost of winter comes? If matter,
mute and inanimate, when touched by
the forces of nature to a multitude of
forms can never die, will the spirit of

man sufifer annihilation when it has
paid a brief visit, like a royal guest,
to this tenement of clay? No, I am
as sure that there is another life as I

am that I live this day. In Cairo I

secured a few grains of wheat that had
slumbered for more than three thous-
and years in an Egyptian tomb. As I

looked upon them this thought came
into my mind: If one of these grains
liad been planted on the banks of the
Nile the year after it grew, and if all

its lineal descendants had been planted
and replanted from that time till now,
its progeny now would be sufficiently
numerous to feed the teeming millions
of the world. There is in a grain of
wheat an invisible something that has
power to discard the body which we
see, and from earth and air fashion a

new body so much like that one that

we cannot tell the one from the other.

And if this invisible germ of life in

the grain of wheat can thus pass un-
numbered through three thousand res-

urrections, I shall not doubt that my
soul has power to clothe itself with a

body suited to its new existence, when
this earthly form has crumbled into

dust. If He stoops to give the rose-

bush, whose withered blossoms float

upon the autumn breeze, the sweet as-

surance of another springtime, will He
refuse the words of hope to the sons

of men when the frosts of winter

come? Will He leave neglected in the

earth the soul of man made in the

image of his Creator?

In a little while we shall see the

worm weave about itself a shroud, and
appear lifeless. Rut not so. In a short

time the cerement will be broken, and

instead of the ugly worm, a beautiful

winged creature will burst from the

prison house, and with beautiful wings
will flit from flower to flower.

Some one has stated this argu-

ment in the form of a question

which really answers itself: "Shall

man alone, for whom all else sur-

vives, no resurrection know? Shall

ijian alone, imperial man, be sown
in barren ground, less privileged

than the grain on which he feeds?"

As I say, the question really con-

veys its own answer.
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But philosophers have gone
deeper than these mere analogies of

nature, and they have examined the

arguments made of old to test them
and to see whether they hold good
in the light of modern reason and
science. The lines of the poet Addi-
son, which immortalize the argu-
ment of Plato, have been so exam-
ined. Addison says

:

"Plato, thou reasonest well; it must
be so"— [That is, it must be that the
spirit is immortal, and survives the
death of the body.]
Else whence this pleasing hope,
This fond desire, this longing after im-

mortality?
Why shrinks the soul back upon itself,

And startles at destruction? Or
whence

This secret dread and inward horror
of falling into naught?"

And he answers:

" 'Tis the divinity that stirs within us.

'Tis heaven itself that points out an
hereafter.

xA.nd intimates eternity to man;
Eternity, thou dreadful pleasing

thought."

As I say, the argument of the

philosopher Plato embodied in these

lines of the poet has been re-exam-

ined, and has been found to be

sound. Of course there would not

be planted in the human soul for a

vain purpose the strongest desire

that exists. It would not be planted

there only to be mocked.

One of the syllogysms upon the

subject of the immortality of the

spirit has for its terms the assump-

tion of a reasonable universe, of a

perfect Deity, and of the high value

of human life. And. assuming these

premises, then the conclusion fol-

lows, with almost inevitable neces-

sity, that man was not given life for

a mere day. If we predicate the

existence of a rational universe, peo-

pled with creatures whose life is of

high value, presided over by an all-

wise and perfect Father, then we can
conclude that we are not mere
creatures of a day, that we are not

chance creatures, to live for a brief

span and then pass into nothing-

ness ; but we can rely upon the con-

viction that came to the Prophet Job
of old, when he exclaimed : "I know
that my Redeemer liveth and that

He shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth, and though after my skin

worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God."
And why should there not be a

resurrection of the body? Why
should we not believe that the spirit

is immortal? One of the greatest

philosophers that America has pro-

duced, John Fisk, in a work dedi-

cated to his own children, makes the

assertion that the assumption which
some people indulge, that the spirit

does not survive the death of the

body is the most colossal instance of

baseless assumption known to all the

liistory of philosophy.

One Dickinson, a European chem-
ist, speaking on this question at

Harvard, giving one of the so-called

Ingersoll lectures on immortality,

says that it is mere dogmatism to

say that the soul does not survive

the death of the body, and that it is

mere prejudice or inertia to declare

that we cannot determine whether
or not the soul does survive the

death of the body. He and other

philosophers use the word "soul" in

the same sense as the word "spirit"

is used by the Latter-day Saints.

A short time ago. in Great Brit-

ain, there was assembled a notable

gathering of scientists and philoso-

phers, the first in the British king-

dom, who came to hear one of their

number. Sir Oliver Lodge, speak on
this subject. After a very careful
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examination from a scientific and
philosophical viewpoint of this sub-

ject of the immortality of the spirit,

Sir Oliver Lodge said, "Already the

facts so examined have convinced

me that memory and affection are

not limited to that association with

matter by which alone they can man-
ifest themselves here and now, and
that personality persists beyond the

bodily death. The evidence to my
mind goes to prove that discarnate

intelligence under certain conditions

may interact with us."

Investigations along that line by

this philosopher and many of his as-

sociates have firmly convinced them
of this great underlying doctrine of

Christianity, the immortality of the

spirit, or as they express it, the im-

mortality of the soul.

There have been many books
written in recent times upon this

subject. Professor Schuler of Har-
vard has a book on the Individual,

in which he treats upon the persist-

ency and endurance of this thing we
call the individual.

The poet Tennyson exclaims :

"O human will that shall endure
When all that seems shall suffer shock."

Why should not the spirit and the

body be immortal? They are com-
posed of immortal elements. There
is no doctrine better established in

science than that of the conservation
of energy ; that energ^^ coarse, or-

dinary energy, cannot be annihi-

lated. And what excuse would
there be to suppose then that the

form of energy, the highest known
to the universe, the individual,

should ever perish. Matter is also

imperishable. There is no doctrine

better established in science today
than that matter cannot be annihi-

lated. The particles of which our

bodies are composed are immortal

;

they cannot be destroyed. The form
may be changed, but the particles
themselves can never be annihilated.
And it is the promise of the Father,
as exemplified in the life of the
Lord and JMaster, that these im-
mortal elements shall be inseparably
connected with the spirit ; that mor-
tality, that corruption shall be
clothed upon with incorruption. One
writer of comparatively recent times
publishes a book, entitled, "The
Scientific Demonstration of a Fu-
ture Life," in which he undertakes
to prove as a matter of science that
the spirit survives the death of the
body. It would not be profitable to

take your time to go into the con-
tents of this book by Mr. Hudson,
a psychologist of some standing.

His argument is based upon the

thought that there are some faculties

of the human being that do not
naturally function themselves in this

life, and his argument is that there

must needs be a future life for these

same faculties to naturally function

themselves.

We are accustomed to associate

the manifestations of the spirit with
the body in which it appears, and it

is difficult for us to dissociate in our
thoughts the combination that we
have been thus accustomed to.

United States District Judge Cross-

cup, in an argument some years ago
with Prof. Haeckel, (who is said to

be the only materialist today who
has delved deeply into psychological

phenomena and not convinced him-
self of the immortality of the spirit)

Judge Crosscup says that if one's

knowledge of the human voice were
associated only with the telephone,

if all one's information of the hu-

man voice, or of singing, had come
to him by way of the telephone, it

would be a very natural thing for

him to associate the human voice
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with the telephone, and for him to

erroneously conclude that if that
instrument were destroyed that the
human voice itself would cease.

And he says—that it is no more rea-

sonable to assume that the mani-
festations of the spirit are thus in-

separably connected with the human
body, than to conclude in the cir-

cumstances supposed that the hu-
i:ian voice is inseparably connected
with the telephone.

Philosophers have gone into the

question of the relation of the brain

to thought, and have discussed the

question whether thought is a func-

tion of the brain and some have con-

cluded that if thought can be in any
sense considered a function of the

brain it is not a function of the

brain in the sense that steam is a

function of the tea kettle, but rather

it is a permissive function or trans-

missive function such as these panes
of glass perform in transmitting the.

rays of light and heat into this room.
If the medium is obscured, the

function will be imperfectly per-

formed, and yet the window glass

is not the creator of the light. Be-
yond the pane of glass is the great

orb of day, and while this medium
performs that function, either

perfectly or imperfectly, according

to its nature and condition of clean-

liness, still the sun and not the glass

is the source of light and heat. So
the brain is a medium through
which the spirit manifests itself.

But I rejoice with you, m}'

brethren and sisters, that it is not

necessary for us to go to the reason-

ing of science, or the deductions of

philosophy for assurance upon this

subject. It may be of interest, par-

ticularly to the young who may not

be as firmly founded in the truth

as some of the older brethren and
sisters are. But with the older por-

tion, they know that the Lord lives,

that this is His Church, that we are
His children, that Jesus is the
Christ, and that He laid down His
life in redemption of His children,

and at the same time gave us the
concrete assurance, that the body
does not absolutely perish with its

seeming death, that we can say of
the apparently lifeless body, "not
dead but sleeping," and be assured
that the spirit of man endures, and
shall endure for all the ages to come.
May the Lord bless us, and keep

us in the faith, and in the guiding,

sustaining and blessed assurances
which the Gospel gives unto us, is

my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

A double quartet of ladies, of

Taylorsville ward choir, sang,

"Easter Morn."

ELDER REY L. PRATT.

(President of Mexican Mission.)

I am happy, my brethren and sis-

ters, to meet with you today in con-

ference, and I sincerely trust that

during the few moments I occupy I

may have the Spirit of the Lord to

direct my remarks ; and I ask you
to give me your sympathy, your
faith and prayers, that the Lord may
aid me. I fully realize that to preach

the gospel to a congregation, be they

Latter-day Saints or people of the

world, without the Spirit of God to

direct, one is unable to preach the

Gospel in a way that would be in-

structive, and that would be accept-

able to our Father in heaven.

Brethren and sisters, we are truly

a remarkable people, and this great

gathering today attests the remark-
ableness of the Latter-day work, es-

tablished throusfh the instrumental-


