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AFTERNOON SESSION.

In the Tabernacle.

Conference was resumed at 2

p. m.
President Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order.

The Choir sang the anthem, "Let
the Mountains Shout for Joy."

Prayer was offered by Elder
Milton H. Welling.

The Choir sang the anthem, "I

waited for the Lord."

PREST. CHARLES W. PENROSE.

The living word of God—The Easter
Anniversary—Christ's literal resur-
rection—Evidences of the fact—The
universal resurrection—Christ's par-
entage—The Father, a Being of
Tabernacle—The Holy Ghost a

"Personage of Spirit"—The Spirit

of God a boundless essence—Adam
as the head of our race—We wor-
ship only the eternal Father.

I should have been well repaid

for coming to this conference if I

had only had the pleasure, that I

now enjoy, of looking upon this vast

congregation composed chiefly of

Latter-day Saints, members of the

Church of Jesus Christ, which He
has established in the last days and
for the last time, but I appreciate

the privilege alTorded me of ad-

dressing my brethren and sisters,

and earnestly desire that the

good spirit which was present with

us during our morning exercises will

be with us this afternoon, and that

I may be inspired by the same spirit

which was present with us at the

opening session.

This morning I felt that we were
receiving the word of God. We
have some books which we recog-
nize as containing the word of God :

The Bible, composed of the Old and

New Testaments, and the Book of

Mormon, and the Doctrine and
Covenants, and the Pearl of Great
Price, which we recognize as the

written standards of doctrine in the

Church. These contain revelations

given in the past; some of them in

the very distant past. But it is

a great consolation to me and must
be to all Israel that we have the liv-

ing word of God today, and that that

which is spoken under the intiuence

of the Holy Ghost is just as much
the word of God, just as important

and just as binding upon the people

of God, as that which was given in

former times. "Holy men of old

spake and wrote as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost," so Peter

declared, and we can say that holy

men in these latter times have
spoken and do speak under the in-

fluence of the same Spirit, and it

is no less the word of God when it

is spoken by that divine influence

than that which was spoken under it

hundreds of years ago.

1 do not think there was any
prophet of God in any age of the

world who brought forth more truth

and more important truths, than

were revealed through the Prophet

Joseph Smith. And since his day,

as necessity has required, we have
had the word of God through His

living successors, and I am very

grateful today for the privilege and
blessing to live at a time when (jod

speaks by the power of the Holy
Ghost through His inspired ser-

vants, and when He bears witness

to the souls of those who will re-

ceive His word the truth of that

which is uttered. From my own
feelings this moi^hing I believe that

the general sentiment throughout
the vast congregation assembled in

this tabernacle, was. that we had the

livinrr word of God and it entered



PRESIDENT CHARLES W. PENROSE. a3

our souls and we felt that we wanted

to do that which the Lord requires

of us ; that we were wiUing to re-

ceive the instructions imparted by

the man who holds the keys today,

just as much as Joseph the prophet

held them in his time, and as they

were held by Peter in his time, or

by any of the prophets of God who
lived from the beginning. I am
grateful for this and for the testi-

mony of Jesus which is in my heart,

that I know that my Redeemer lives

and that through Him and by Him,
if I will observe His laws and keep

His commandments and be led by

His Spirit, T shall have the privilege

of rejoicing with Him in immortal

glory in the presence of the Father.

Today is celebrated throughout

Christendom as the anniversary of

the day on which Jesus who had
been put to death on the cross, rose

from the dead and appeared to His
disciples, as was related by Presi-

dent Lund this morning. I hope
you all heard his brief discourse. If

you didn't hear every word of it I

hope you will read it when it is

printed and published. I take pleas-

ure in bearing testimony to the truth

of that which He uttered, and which
was spoken by the apostles whom
Jesijs Himself, in person, sent out

into all the world after His appear-
ance to them. I do not know whether
this is actually the proper anniver-

sary of that day, that Sunday
morning, "the first day of the

week," when Christ arose from the

dead and made his personal appear-

ance to Mary in the Garden, and
afterwards to others of His follow-

ers, to den-^onstrate to them the fact

that He was living though He had
been dead. It is not so much the

time, the day, as the fact which is

important.
• Is it a fact that Jesus of Nazareth,

who was taken by wicked hands and
nailed upon the cross, and crucified,

and was slain and was buried, really

rose from the dead? To us Latter-

day Saints the matter seems so clear

and plain that we wonder that any-

body should dispute this, particu-

larly among any of the so-called

Christian sects. It is a marvel to us

that men professing to be Christian-

preachers will try to make their fol-

lowers believe that the resurrection

of Jesus Christ was not a literal

fact, but that His Spirit merely rose

from the body and the body went
to dust like the bodies of all people

as is generally supposed. Yet we
read in some of their creeds that

Jesus "suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, buried

and on the third day after.

He rose from the dead." But if

the notions that are now being

taught to the people concerning
Him are true, then He was raised

on the day that He was crucified,

not on the third day : that His spirit

left His body after it had hang for

some hours upon the cross, for there

He said: "Father, into Thy hands
I commend my spirit." So we read

in the New Testament, "And He
bowed His head and gave up the

ghost." So that the Spirit of Jesus,

the Christ, ascended from the body
while His body hung upon the cross,

and they took down the defunct
body and buried it in the tomb pre-

pared by Joseph or' Arimathea. It

was on the .third day after that

that He rose from the dead, accord-
ing to the account which we have in

the New Testament and which is

generally received in word by the

various sects of Christendom.
Now is it a fact, is there evidence

and proof that the man Jesus, who
was crucified on the cross, actually

rose from the dead and that in His
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body He appeared to His disciples?

We believe that with all our hearts.

We have had additional testimony

and evidence to that which we read

about in the New Testament, but I

will read to you a few verses from
the testimony of Paul on the sub-

ject, which I think are important irj

the way of evidence of the actual

fact of the resurrection of Jesus

Christ. It is in that remarkable dis-

course contained in the fifteenth

chapter of the First Epistle of Paul

to the Corinthians. That is. that

which is called the First Epistle, for

I find in the fifth chapter of that

epistle he speaks of the former
epistle that he wrote, on a certain

very important subject, so that what
is called "The First Epistle to the

Corinthians" is merely the first that

we have. I will commence at the

first verse. I recommend the read-
ing- of this whole chapter to every-
body interested in this very import-
ant subject. A g^reat manv verses
from it are read usually at funerals,

particularly by the Episcopal
Church, and by some of the other
churches. There are so manv beau-
tiful utterances in this chapter that
they oiijE^ht to be familiar to all peo-
ple who profess to be Christians.
Paul commences this chapter iri this
way

:

"Moreover, brethren. I declare unto
yon the gospel which I preached unto
}'ou. which also ve have received, and
wherein ve stand;
"Bv which also ve are saved, if ye

keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ve have believed in vain.
"For T delivered unto vou first of

all that which T also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures: and that he was
buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures:
and that he was seen of Cephas," [that
is another name for Peter], "then of
the twelve:

"After that, he was seen of above
five hundred brethren at once; of
whom the greater part remain unto
this present, but some are fallen

asleep.

"After that, he was seen of James;
then of all the apostles.

"And last of all he was seen of me
also, as of one born out of due time.

"For I am the least of the apostles,
that am not meet to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the

Church of God."

Then we have the Avritten testi-

mony of the men who are called the

evangelists, the four evangelists,

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
Luke was a very fine writer. It

is supposed that he wrote the Acts
of the apostles. T believe that is

generally conceded. But we have
in each of these writings called the

Gospel of Matthew, and the Gospel
of Mark, and of Luke and of John,
distinct evidence given by persons
who saw the Savior after His res-

urrection, and particularly that
which is given bv Luke, which I

recommend vou to read. Read the
last chapter of "the Gospel accord-
ing to Saint Luke" for in that we
are told verv definitely, that Jesus
appeared to Hi-; apostles when they
were gathered in an upper room for
fear of the Tews, and "thev were
terrified and aflfrighted and sup-
posed thev had seen a spirit." Rut
Tesus said unto them : "Why are
ve troubled and whv do thougrhts
arise in your hearts? Behold My
hands and Mv feet, that it is T. My-
self, handle Me and see, for a spirit

bath not flesh and bones as ve see
Me have." And while thev believed
not yet for joy, and wondered, He
said to them. Have ve here any
meat? and thev gave Him a piece
of a broiled fish, and of an honev-
ro'-iy And FTe took it. and did
eat lieforc them."
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Why did He do that, do you sup-

pose? Was it not to prove to them
the fact that He was there in His

body, the same body although

changed in many particulars that

hung on the cross, for there were
the marks of the nails that were
driven through His hands, and
the mark of the Roman spear in His

side, which He afterwards showed
to Thomas and to others. What
was the object that He had in view?
Why to show them that He was not

a mere spirit separated from the

body, but that He was there in the

body and that He was raised from
the dead. Not only did these four

men that I speak of give this testi-

mony, but we have the writings of

Peter, and of James, and here of

Paul. And Paul wrote of some-
thing which was well understood,

evidently, among the disciples, the

members of the Church then, that

five hundred of the brethren at once
saw Him, and knew that He lived

and that He was in the body, that

He was a tangible being with flesh

and bones—not merely "flesh and
bone" as so many of our brethren
quote it—but flesh and bones, the

same appearance of flesh and of

bones that He had while He was in

mortality. Paul explains in this same
chapter, that when the body is

placed in the grave it is placed there
somewhat like we sow grain. He
says, "it may chance of wheat or
some other grain ; but that which
thou sowest is not quickened except
it die." He showed that Jesus'
body was placed in the grave and
that He came forth again. As to the
deceased body he says : "It is sown
in corruption; it is raised in incor-
ruption. It is sown in weakness, it

is raised in power. It is sown a

natural body, it is raised a spiritual

bodv." Further, he declares the

fact that "Now is Christ risen from

the dead and become the first-fruits

of them that slept. For since by

man came death, by man came also

the resurrection from the dead."

The great song of that time was, as

we heard this morning "Christ is

Risen!" Hallelujah! Praise to God
for the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

for it was the Father that raised

up Christ from the dead! And in

writing to the Romans, Paul de-

clares : "If the Spirit of Him that

raised up Jesus from the dead dwell

in you, He that raised up Christ

from the dead shall also quicken

your mortal bodies by His Spirit

that dwelleth in you." (Rom. 8:11).

Paul also, in writing to the Phil-

ippians, declares that, "We look for

the Savior the Lord Jesus Christ"

to come from heaven, "who shall

change our vile body that it may be

fashioned like unto His glorious

body." (Phil. 3:21). Now then

as to the resurrection of Jesus

Christ, the fact seems to be just as

well authenticated as the fact of His

death and of His burial. Not only

do we have these testimonies in the

New Testament, but we have the

testimony in the Book of Mormon
which the Prophet Joseph translated

by the gift and power of God, giv-

ing a great deal of the history of the

dealings of God with the ancient

people on this continent; and- there

we read of the appearance of Jesus,

the Christ, to the Nephites, and He
showed them His hands and His

feet and invited them to test and

prove that He was there in the body,

not merely a spirit extricated from
the body, a disembodied spirit, but

the man Jesus, the Lord Christ

raised from the dead, appearing in

His resurrected body.

Again, we have the testimony in

our own day of the Prophet Joseph,
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when a boy, in that first glorious

manifestation of God to man in the

19th century. Joseph prayed to God

in regard to the various rehgions

existing in the world; he prayed

that he might have knowledge and

light concerning which was the true

religion ; and we have that beau-

tiful, simple, striking and touching

account which you have all read,

no doubt, when the Father and the

Son both appeared to him and the

Father, pointing to the Son, said:

'This is my beloved son. hear him."

It was Jesus the Christ raised from

the dead that appeared to the

prophet and that spake to him and

taught him in regard to the fallacy

of the teachings of men and their

departure from the faith, and prom-

ised that the truth should be re-

stored in its fullness. I need not

dwell further on that particular

case.

But, again, we read in the 76th

section of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants that on a certain day men-
tioned there, Joseph Smith, and Sid-

ney Rigdon. being engaged in the

work of revision or translation of

the scriptures, came to a passage in

the writings of John, and it was
given to them in a way. a little dif-

ferent to what it is in the New
Testament. Jesus, who declared

Himself, when aniong His disciples,

when in mortality, as "the resur-

rection and the life," saying that He
had life in Himself, as the Father
had life in Himself, and that He
had power to lay down His life and
to take it up again. He added:

"Marvel not at this, for the hour
is coming in the which all that are

in the graves shall hear the voice

of the Son of God and shall come
forth—they that have done good,
in the resurrection of life, and they

that have done evil in the resurrec-

tion of damnation. (Jno. 5 :28, 29).
It was given to the Prophet Joseph

and Sidney Rigdon in this wise

:

"They that have done good, in the
resurrection of the just; and they
that have done evil, in the resurrec-

tion of the unjust,"—quite similar
in meaning only a little difl:"erent in

the wording. But they marveled at

this, and they prayed, and they de-
clare that the eyes of their under-
standing were opened, and thev saw
the Lord seated upon His throne
and Jesus the Christ on His right

hand ; they saw Him in the heavenly
vision and conversed with Him and
they said

:

"Now, after the many testimonies
that have been given of Him this is

our testimony last of all, that we
give of Him, that He lives, for we
saw Him on the right hand of God,
and we heard the voice l^earing

record that he is the only begotten
Son of God ; that by Him, and
through Him and of Him the worlds
are and were created, and the inhab-
itants thereof are begotten sons and
daughters unto God." There is a

great truth in that, which you might
think about when you have a little

leisure time, and see how wide and
extensive a field it opens to view,

and how it carries you into the deal-

ings of God and His relationship to

the beings who iniiabit the various

worlds that He has created ; and
therein we have a definite revelation

that the worlds are inhabited, which
has been a matter in great dispute

for many years and is so still.

These are some of the evidences

and testimonies concerning the

Savior—that He rose from the dead,

that He was resurrected, and that

the resurrection was the raising of

the body that was crucified on the

cross, quickened by the power of

God, by the vital spirit whicli quick-
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eneth all things that are quickened.

The Apostle Paul goes on to reason

that if Christ was not risen, then

we will not rise from the dead ; but

that if He has been raised from the

dead then we also shall be raised

;

and he goes on to show how uni-

versal that resurrection shall be—

•

some to come forth in the resurrec-

tion of the just, and some in the

resurrection of the unjust, and that

there are to be different grades of

glory among those that are resur-

rected. If you want to learn a little

more about that, in greater plain-

ness, read the 88th section of the

Doctrine and Covenants and you
will find there something that may
be called philosophical as well as

theological. Those that obey celes-

tial laws will so improve and purify

and sanctify their bodies that those

bodies will be fit to come forth in

"the first resurrection" to celestial

glory, and that they will then be

"bodies celestial;" while those who
would not receive the laws of God
which are celestial, that is, receiving

every word that comes from the

mouth of God, but will obey a ter-

restial law, will be quickened by a

portion of the terrestial glorv and
receive of the same in a fulness

;

and, as we learn also in The Vision,

they will not be bodies celestial but

"bodies terrestial," a different class,

but raised from the dead and quick-

ened by the power of that vital spirit

which quickeneth all things. And
they who do not receive the terres-

tial laws but only the telestial, will

come forth in the resurrection,

raised with a telestial body and be

Quickened by the telestial glory. In

the revelation that I referred to, in

the 88th section, we learn that they

will improve, as all things will have
to, for progress is the law of the

universe, and all beings, all intelli-

gences will have an opportunity of

progressing along certain lines.

Those who are of a celestial body
shall come forth and have a body
like unto the glorious body of the

Son of God, and will dwell in His
presence and be with Him in glory

in the presence of the Father, while
those who only obey the terrestial or

the telestial laws, after they are re-

deemed will come forth in the way
that is described, "but where God
and Christ dwell"—so it is said of
the telestial

—
"they never can come

worlds without end." That may
answer some queries that are made
in some of our theological classes.

Now this all depends upon the res-

urrection of Jesus the Christ. I say

Jesus the Christ because that is what
He was. Some few of our brethren
get a notion in their heads that the

Christ is not a person but a power

;

but Jesus is called the Christ, over
and over again both in former and
in latter day revelation ; also He was
the Logos, the Word of God. Not
merely a word spoken but He is

called the Word because the word
of God came through Him and was
embodied in Him. In the 93rd sec-

tion of the Doctrine and Covenants
you will read His own words about
it, that He was the Word just as

John declared; that He came forth
from God, that He was in the be-

ginning with God and was the first-

born.

Here is another point in the his-

tory of that great and extraordinary
Being. I say extraordinary, for He
is different in many respects from
all the sons of men : In the first

place He is called the first-born in

the spirit world ; He is called the

first-born here in the Epistle to the

Hebrews and in Colossians. and in

the opening chapter of John's dis-

course or "Gospel" He is called the
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only begotten son of God, "for God
so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son that through
Him man might not perish but have

everlasting life." Now here are two
statements about Him, that He was
the first-born ; He makes that state-

ment to us in the revelation concern-

ing Himself; "I also was in the be-

ginning with the Father, and am the

tirst-born." Some people have a

notion that the first-born was that

being who afterward was called

Satan, Lucifer, who rebelled. That
is a mistake ; Christ Himself puts

that at rest by stating distinctly: "I

also was in the beginning with the

Father and am the first-born. Man
also was in the beginning with God.
That which is spirit."' that portion

of man that is spirit "was in the be-

ginning with God ;" but Jesus, as

He was called on earth, was the

firstrborn and He dwelt in the pres-

ence of the Father. What was He
—the Father? No; He could not

be His own father nor His own son.

and Jesus was the Son of The
Father, the Son of the Highest,

and He was the first-born, and we
were born afterwards in the spirit

;

so that Christ was the first-born in

the spirit. How was He brought
forth—as an individual, conscious,

thinking, intelligent spirit with

agency? Why, He was begotten of

the Father, and therefore the at-

tributes of the Father came to Him
by generation, and so to us. meas-
urably, every one of us : but on the

earth He was "the only begotten
Son of God," born of the Virgin
Mary. Let me read a verse from
the description given to us by Luke
on this matter. It is well enough
to read all that was said concerning

Jesus the Christ, because He was
the greatest of all beings who ever

dwelt upon the face of the earth. In

the first chapter of the Gospel ac-
cording to St. Luke we are told of a
prophecy made through the father
of John the Baptist concerning Him
and we also read there that tie
should be called "the Son of the
Highest," and that John should be a
prophet to go before Him and pre-
pare the way. Now here in this

chapter we have an account of the
appearance of an angel to Mary who
was one of the ministering spirits

and ladies in the temple. The angel
appeared to her and hailed her in

this way

:

"And the angel said unto her. Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found favor
with God.
"And, behold, thou shalt conceive in

thy womb and bring forth a son and
shalt call his name Jesus." [The mean-
ing of the word Jesus being Savior.]
"He shall be great, and shall be

called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of His father, David:
"And He shall reign over the house

of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom
there shall be no end.
"And the angel said unto her: The

H0I3' Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee; therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall

be called the Son of God."

Do you need any plainer explana-

tion of this matter? This is con-
'•

sidered to be one of the great mys- i

teries. in the religious world. If you
j

understood it just exactly as it is, it

would not be so great a mystery.

Believe what is written there by
Luke, for that is the truth. Jesus

of Nazareth was the Son of Mary
and He was the Son of God, con-

ceived by the power of the Holy
Ghost, as all things are, but not be-

gotten. Some of our good friends

who desire to dispute with us, say

that the "Mormons" don't believe in

true doctrine, for thev do not believe
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that Jesus was begotten by the Holy

Ghost. Well, the scripture does not

say that He was ; it does not say any

where that He was "begotten of the

Holy Ghost." The Holy Ghost

rested upon Mary, but the power of

the Most High overshadowed her,

and that which was born of her was
the Son of God. He was the only be-

gotten Son of God—not of the Holy
Ghost—as well as the Son of Mary.

He 'was the first-born in the spirit,

and as a Son of God the only begot-

ten in the flesh. Therefore, as I

said. He is an exceptional Being.

If vou want to read more about

Him in this respect, take the first

and second chapters of the Epistle

to the Hebrews, and the first chap-

ter of Colossians, that I haven't time

to read here this afternoon, for I

don't want to take up too much
time ; but it is very interesting to

read there how that He was the

greatest, that He was the first, and

so that He might "bring many sons

unto glory," He was made in all

points like they are, only He was
without sin. He had a body fash-

ioned like theirs ; it was born of the

virgin ; it was a material body. He
suffered all the pains and pangs of

men and women and children ; He
suffered that He might bear their

sins and that He finally might die,

laving down His life voluntarily

—

because He had life in Himself, and
was raised up bv the glorv of the

Father, so that He had His bodv
restored to Him. and in that He
became in all respects exactly like

the Father.

You take the 130th section of the

Doctrine and Covenants and vou
will read there that God the Father

is a being of tabernacle, that He is

a snirit but that He has a body of

flesh and bones as tangible as man's :

and the Son also : but the Holv

Ghost is a pers'onage of spirit, not
of tabernacle. I want to touch just
a little on that point and clear up
some ideas that our brethren have
in regard to it, which lead them
sometimes into disputes; they do
not seem to understand that the
Holy Ghost, the personage spoken
of there, is "a personage of spirit,"
and, yet, that the Holy Spirit or
Holy Ghost—for the words are used
interchangeably, if not synonym-
ously—can be "poured out" and can
be given to a number of people at
the same time at different places and
can permeate all things. Now, when
Jesus was talking with His disciples,

before His death and resurrection

—

as you read in the 14th and 16th
chapters of the Gospel according to
St. John ;

(I will not turn to it; you
turn to it and read it). It is good
to read the Bible sometimes, breth-
ren, even if it is "an old book ;"

if it

is old it is not antiquated in that
sense. It is true today as it was
when it was written. We can un-
derstand it if we get the same spirit
in us by which it was written. There
Jesus says to them : "It is expedient
that I go away, for if I go not away
the Comforter will not come ; but if

I go away I will send Him unto you
from the Father. When the spirit

of truth is come, He shall guide you
into all truth," and so on. Here is

an individual, a personage, evident-
ly, that He was speaking about, "a
personage of spirit" as told in the
revelation that I quoted from: but
the Spirit of the Lord, sometimes
called the Holy Spirit, sometimes
called the Holy Ghost—because the
words are used, as I have said, in-

terchangeably—is an essence that
permeates all things.

Take the section <:hat I have-

quoted to you. the 88th section of
the Doctrine and Covenants, and!
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ycni will read that there is a spirit

which is called "the light of Christ."

That is not Christ Himself in per-

son, but it is the light of Christ;

"as also He is in the sun and is the

light of the sun and the power by
which it was made ; and in the moon
also, and the light of the moon ; and
in the stars, and the light of the

stars ; and in the earth also on which

ye stand ; and the light which now
enlighteneth your eyes is through

Him that enlighteneth your under-

standing, and is the same spirit

which enlighteneth the mind and the

soul and spirit of man ; the light

which is in all things, which is

through all things, which is round
about all things and which is the law
by which all things are governed."

In other revelations of God to us,

particularly in the 29th section of

the Doctrine and Covenants, you
will read there that God says, "I

created all things by the power of

my Spirit, firstly, spiritual, and aft-

erwards temporal." All things that

have life in the world, in the great

universe of God, throughout lx)und-

less space, all things that have life

are quickened by that spirit, and
that is under the direction of the

Father and the Son and the per-

sonage called the Holy Ghost, and
it proceeds from the presence of

God throughout the immensity of

space. So we are told by the Lord
Himself. There are three that bear

record in heaven, John declares in

the first epistle that he wrote after

Tie wrote his "gospel," as it is called,

^'There are three that bear record in

"heaven—the Father and the Word
and the Holy Ghost, and these three

are one ; and there are three that

bear witness on the earth, the spirit

and the wa^er and the blood, and
these three agree in one" (I

John) ; and as these three are differ-

ent and separate and distinct, so are

the other three—the Father and the

Son and the Holy Ghost—three in-

dividuals, not one person, not one
substance, but different individuals.

They three are the great, matchless,

powerful, mighty rulers and gov-
ernors of the universe, and all things

are under their direction, and they

three are one, just as Christ prayed
that His disciples might all be one.

There need not be any confusion

in our minds regarding these im-

portant things. It is important that

we should know something about

the Being whom we worship—the

Father, for it is the Father whom
we worship. We do not pray to

the Son nor to the Holy Ghost ; we
pray to the Father, in the name of

Jesus Christ, the Son. under the in-

fluence and guidance of the Holy
Ghost. When we do that we are

in accord with the Lord, and we are

doing that which we are commanded
to do. If we want to come unto the

Father, we have to come unto Him
by the Son. "No man cometh to

the Father but by Me," Jesus said.

He is the Mediator. He was so ap-

pointed ; He is the greatest ; He is

the mightiest of all the sons of God.
He was the first-born. How many
ages, millions of ages ago it was,
when He was the first-born we do
not know, but that He had a mighty
and long experience is evident by
what He declared, that "the Father

loveth the Son and showeth Him all

things that He, Himself, doeth."

That is why He was "in the begin-

ning," in the creation. The Father
told Him to go down and do certain

things. He knew how to do them
because He had seen the Father do
them. He is the great eternal

Christ, the Word of the living God,
the Son of the Father, the first-born

of all the children of God that after-
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wards tabernacled here on the earth.

He was not Adam ; Adam was not

He : He gave commandments to

Adam in the Garden. Adam wor-
shiped the Father, and we worship
the Father ; we do not worship
Adam. Adam is the head of the

race, so far as the temporal body is

concerned. He is placed at the head,

as you will read in the Doctrine and
Covenants in section 107. When
Adam gathered with his posterity,

before his departure, in the valley

of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there

bestowed upon them his last bless-

ing; "the Lord appeared unto them
and they rose up and blessed Adam,
and called him Michael, the Prince,

the Archangel." That is who Adam
was before he came to the earth in

his temporal and mortal body:

"And the Lord administered comfort
unto Adam, and said unto him, I have
set thee to be at the head—a multitude
of nations shall come of thee and thou
art a prince over them forever."

But we are not to worship Adam ;

we worship the same being whom
Adam worshiped. Adam worshiped
the Father in the name of the Son,

as you will see if you will take the

Pearl of Great Price and read the

writings of Moses about him and
about Enoch. Now, my brethren

and sisters, we adore Jesus of Naz-
areth ; Ave adore Him as the Mes-
siah ; we adore Him as the Christ

;

we adore Him as the only begotten
Son of God in the flesh, literally,

actually. We can understand that.

We adore Him as the first-born of

all the creation of God—that per-

tains to this earth at any rate. But
He is the revelation of the Father.

Sometimes He is called both the

Father and the Son. It does not
mean that He is actually His own
father or His own son. He repre-

sents the Father ; "in Him dwelleth

the fulness of the Godhead, bodily;"

He looks just exactly like the

Father, as the Prophet Joseph saw,
in the vision. He is the express

image of the Father. God is man-
ifest in the flesh in Jesus of Nazar-
eth, and we adore Him and venerate
Him, and He is our Savior; but we
worship and pray to and obey the

great Eternal Father of the spirits

of all men. He is our Father and
is our God and is Christ's Father
and Christ's God just as well.

Jesus Christ died for us. Death
came into the world through the

transgression of man. We have the

revelation of God for that. W^e need
not speculate on what there was be-

fore Adam was on the earth ; it does
not matter. Death came through
the fall of Adam and it is called

"the fall," in the revelations of God.
Life came through Jesus Christ. "As
in Adam all die, so in Christ shall

all be made alive." Christ is risen!

Hallelujah! Glory to God in the

Highest ! The Redeemer, the Savior
of the world, was raised from the
dead, and in Him there is life. In
the beginning He was with God and
He had life in Him, and that life is

the light of man and the light of the
world, and it is His light that shines
from the sun, and from the moon,
and from the stars, and is in all

things and, under the word of God,
the direction of the Holy One, with-
out even touching a button the light

will shine forth, and those who obey
the laws given to obtain them, can
receive the blessings and be enlight-

ened by the power of that Holy
Spirit as directed either by the
Father or the Son, or by that per-
sonage that is called the Holy Ghost,
who came in power on the Day of
Pentecost, and came in power on the
day when the Kirtland Ter-ole waj
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dedicated. His power and His

presence were there made manifest

in the same way as on the Day of

Pentecost. And He is in this

Church, and is under the direction

of Christ. The Comforter is here

;

our hearts are comforted by the

power of His presence in the midst

of His people. The Father and the

Son and the Holy Ghost are the

Deity; they are one, and we are un-

der their direction and they have re-

stored the gospel, as we heard this

morning. Praise be unto them, for

this grand gift. Let us rejoice that

we live in a day when the Gospel in

its fulness and purity is restored,

and we are participants in its bless-

ings !

Every one of us can receive some

special gift from the Divine Spirit;

for there are many gifts of the

Spirit, but it is the same Spirit, only

one Spirit permeating all things

;

and the Spirit that gives the gift of

prophecy, or the gift of healing, or

the gift of tongues, or the gift of

interpretation, or the gift of visions,

and so on, is one Spirit, but these

are different manifestations of that

Spirit. The highest manifestations

are with the Father and the Son and

the Holy Ghost, for they have the

very fulness thereof and can impart

it. In its lower manifestations it is

here in natural things, in light, in

heat, in electricity, in the various

manifestations of that divine power
which permeates all things and by

which God created and governs all

things. We can receive blessings

from on high and blessings from be-

neath. Thanks be to the Lord for

the revelations of the Gospel

!

Thanks be to God for the gift of

His only begotten Son who died

that we might live ! And if we will

keep His commandments and walk
in His light and do those things that

He commands, He will bring us

forth from the tomb and we will

come forth with those that are His
at His coming. He was the first-

fruit ; afterwards shall be those who
are Christ's at His coming. He
knows them and He will call them
forth; and then, as Job said, "Thou
shalt call and I will answer ; for

Thou shalt have a desire to the work
of Thine hands." Glory be to God
for the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ,

who is the resurrection and the life

!

He will appear to us in "the sweet

bye and bye," and we will appear

with Him in glory, if we will walk
in His ways and keep His command-
ments and be imbued with His holy,

righteous, directing, enlightening

spirit. May the Lord help us so to

do, for Christ's sake. Amen.

A male quartet, consisting of

James Moncar, Hyrum J. Christian-

sen. August Glissmeyer and Albert

E. Braby sang the hymn, "O, give

me back my Prophet Dear," to Prof.

Evan Stephens' music.

PREST. FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

Duties of Seventies clearly delined

—

To preach the Gospel abroad, and at
home—To be preferably selected for
that purpose—The lesser to assist
the higher in home missionary labor—Duty of all to work diligently in

priesthood callings—Great revival
expected in Seventies' work.

How delighted we have all been
today in listening to the instructions

and testimonies of the First Presi-

dency, and the doctrines that have
been unfolded to our minds—very

important and very precious—in re-

gard to our Savior, on this day
somewhere near the anniversary of

His resurrection, near enough as we
all consider it. all Christian people.

I feel very grateful that it falls to


