
42 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

dedicated. His power and His

presence were there made manifest

in the same way as on the Day of

Pentecost. And He is in this

Church, and is under the direction

of Christ. The Comforter is here

;

our hearts are comforted by the

power of His presence in the midst

of His people. The Father and the

Son and the Holy Ghost are the

Deity; they are one, and we are un-

der their direction and they have re-

stored the gospel, as we heard this

morning. Praise be unto them, for

this grand gift. Let us rejoice that

we live in a day when the Gospel in

its fulness and purity is restored,

and we are participants in its bless-

ings !

Every one of us can receive some

special gift from the Divine Spirit;

for there are many gifts of the

Spirit, but it is the same Spirit, only

one Spirit permeating all things

;

and the Spirit that gives the gift of

prophecy, or the gift of healing, or

the gift of tongues, or the gift of

interpretation, or the gift of visions,

and so on, is one Spirit, but these

are different manifestations of that

Spirit. The highest manifestations

are with the Father and the Son and

the Holy Ghost, for they have the

very fulness thereof and can impart

it. In its lower manifestations it is

here in natural things, in light, in

heat, in electricity, in the various

manifestations of that divine power
which permeates all things and by

which God created and governs all

things. We can receive blessings

from on high and blessings from be-

neath. Thanks be to the Lord for

the revelations of the Gospel

!

Thanks be to God for the gift of

His only begotten Son who died

that we might live ! And if we will

keep His commandments and walk
in His light and do those things that

He commands, He will bring us

forth from the tomb and we will

come forth with those that are His
at His coming. He was the first-

fruit ; afterwards shall be those who
are Christ's at His coming. He
knows them and He will call them
forth; and then, as Job said, "Thou
shalt call and I will answer ; for

Thou shalt have a desire to the work
of Thine hands." Glory be to God
for the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ,

who is the resurrection and the life

!

He will appear to us in "the sweet

bye and bye," and we will appear

with Him in glory, if we will walk
in His ways and keep His command-
ments and be imbued with His holy,

righteous, directing, enlightening

spirit. May the Lord help us so to

do, for Christ's sake. Amen.

A male quartet, consisting of

James Moncar, Hyrum J. Christian-

sen. August Glissmeyer and Albert

E. Braby sang the hymn, "O, give

me back my Prophet Dear," to Prof.

Evan Stephens' music.

PREST. FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

Duties of Seventies clearly delined

—

To preach the Gospel abroad, and at
home—To be preferably selected for
that purpose—The lesser to assist
the higher in home missionary labor—Duty of all to work diligently in

priesthood callings—Great revival
expected in Seventies' work.

How delighted we have all been
today in listening to the instructions

and testimonies of the First Presi-

dency, and the doctrines that have
been unfolded to our minds—very

important and very precious—in re-

gard to our Savior, on this day
somewhere near the anniversary of

His resurrection, near enough as we
all consider it. all Christian people.

I feel very grateful that it falls to
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my lot to follow my brethren for a

few mipiites upon subjects that are

very close to our hearts, and that

belong to us who are the representa-

tives of our Savior, bearing divine

authority from Him. I appreciate

it all the more because there is so

important a body of our brethren
right here in front of me, and I

don't know how long it will be be-

fore I will have another opportunity
of speaking to such a body of men

—

the leading brethren from all the

stakes of Zion and many of the mis-

sions, and from many of the wards
of the Church.

As you have listened so profound-
ly to the brethren who have already

spoken, I wouldn't have you forget

anything that they have said, for I

shall not be able to say anything to

compare, possibly, with what they

have said ; but I do desire of you
that you will ask the Lord to help

His servant the few minutes that he
shall speak, and then I would like

you to pay particular attention, and
keep awake, and hear every word I

say and treasure them up and profit

by them. I want to read a few
words from our Savior which are

found in the 107 Section of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, commencing
with the 33d verse ; the Lord says

:

The Twelve are a traveling presid-
ing High Council, to officiate in the
name of the Lord, under the direction

of the Presidency of the Church, agree-

able to the institution of heaven; to

build up the Church, and regulate all

the affairs of the same in all nations;

first unto the Gentiles and secondly
unto the Jews.
The seventy are to act in the name

of the Lord, under the direction of the

Twelve or the traveling High Council,

in building up the Church and regulat-

ing all the affairs of the same in all

nations—first unto the Gentiles and
then to the Jews;
The Twelve being sent out, holding

the keys, to open the door by the

proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ—and first unto the Gentiles and
then unto the Jews. * * * *

It is the duty of the traveling High
Council to call upon the seventy, when
they need assistance, to fill the several
calls for preaching and administering
the gospel, instead of any others.

I desire to draw your attention,

my brethren, to the fact disclosed in

these words of the Lord—that the

Twelve are traveling elders, and
that the seventies also are traveling

elders and are expected to join in

the ministry of the Lord to preach
the Gospel throughout the earth

;

and T would like to draw your at-

tention to the fact that the Twelve
are now and have always been so

engaged since they were chosen in

this generation ; they have been min-
ute men and traveling elders.

Though composing the traveling

presiding High Council of the

Church, they are always in the iield,

always traveling and laboring. You
have seen them and you do see them
from week to week, from month to

month, and from year to year. They
come in your neighborhood and they

assist you in regulating and setting

in order the affairs of the Church in

your stakes and wards, and they

give careful attention to the prepar-

ation of the elders that are called

into the ministry abroad.

Now it is disclosed here that in-

stead of other men it is required of

us to first call upon the seventies to

assist us in the preaching of the

Gospel ; and we have set a proper

example by taking hold of the first

seven presidents, the first council of

seventy, and you will notice that

they always travel with us. Have
you noticed that they go from stake

to stake as we do, that they labor

with us, and assist us, and are in

council with us, and that thev give
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attention to the calling of seventies,

the organization of quorums, and so

forth, and preparing the brethren

for their ministry abroad? Now we
have latterly been giving a little

more definite thought to the minis-

try in the world, a little more definite

than we have done in the past, and

we have found this to be the case,

that other brethren of necessity—

I

want to say of necessity—have been

called into the field, and they have

answered the call. The High Priests

and the elders have generally gone

into the field, and are today accom-

plishing the work of preaching the

Gospel more generally than ought

to be required of them, for the rea-

son that the seventies have not been

called. The reason that they have

not been called is because they are

men occupied in all business affairs,

their hands are full of business of

all kinds, and they have been ex-

cused. We have excused them more,

possibly, than we ought to have

done, I rather think ; but at any rate,

we have come to the conclusion it is

time now that the thousands of sev-

enties that we have in the Church

should have the right of way, to

give them opportunity so that every

seventy shall go into the field at least

once and preach the Gospel. If he

is very suitable and able, and con-

ditions and necessary circumstances

such that it is reasonably possible

for him, he can go twice, and then

possibly a third time. I remember
going myself when I was a seventy,

and I have been a seventy always

since. I went abroad also when I

was a high priest, and have gone
since I was in the Council of the

Twelve, and have been a minute

man in preaching the Gospel

at home all the time, when T have

been at home. It is quite proper

that the seventies while they are at

home should be employed, and they

are being faithfully and well em-
ployed at home by the bishops, and
the presidents of their stakes in

Zion. It is all right that they should

be employed there, but we do want
to come to the time when the seven-

ties will be preaching the Gospel
quite generally in the world, every

man having one opportunity, or two
or three as the case may be.

It took me forty years to perform
my three missions abroad, and the

balance of my life has been in mis-

ions at home, before I was in the

Council and since. I have been in

the field all the time, like Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith, and many
others of the brethren. We
have been in the field and there

has never been a moment but

what we were minute men and ready

for the fray. I state this matter
now, because I want to draw the at-

tention of the bishops to it. I see

the bishops are gathered here, the

high councilors, and presidents of

stakes and so forth, and patriarchs

in front ; and I would like every

bishop and every president to bear

in mind and take home with them
the spirit of the remarks that I am
alx)ut to make here to you. W^e
want you to consider the seventies

;

we want you to look after them

;

we want you to breathe the spirit of

their .ministry into them and con-

sider them when application is made
for missionaries from your stakes

and wards. Consider first the seven-

ties : and as far as they are able and
can help each other, able to take care

of tiiemselves, and with what assist-

ance they can get at home, we want
them to come into the field. The
presidents of the missions have been
asking for them, that is, asking for

men of experience, men of age that

have been proven and tried, that
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have been in the field abroad or have

been workers at home.
We want to put able men into the

field, now that the spirit is in the

earth and Hberty is being- extended,

and especially religious liberty

throughout the earth; we expect it

to be much extended after the war
is over and peace is declared. The
Twelve have been out; they have

been in the world; they have been

in all the countries of the earth

pretty near, and have blessed the

countries and blessed the people and
prepared the way for the preaching

of the Gospel. We have had this in

our hearts and souls for many years,

and are laboring for it, and we want
the way prepared ; we want the sev-

enties that are here in the sound of

my voice and those other brethren

that are here, bishops and presidents

of stakes, to talk upon this subject.

We want them to get ready and pre-

pared for the ministry. We want
them to do what they are able to do,

and we don't want them discour-

aged ; for there are many of them,

although they have business of all

kinds, and have families and are

building their homes, and accom-
plishing wonders at home ; but most
of them will find the way to go into

the field and teach the Gospel, and
they can afford to make some sac-

rifices. We must make some sacri-

fices and overcome some difificulties

in order to accomplish what the

Lord requires of us abroad as well

as at home, and at home as well as

abroad. Under the direction of the

Presiding Seventy, as we have been

talking to them latterly and consid-

ering this matter, we desire this call

and this consideration to go to every

stake and ward, and to every council

of the seventies, to councils that are

complete or not complete. We want
the seventies to come to the rescue

and help us in preaching the Gospel,

and we expect to call upon them in-

stead of any others. But remember
that the seventies may not be able to

monopolize the whole field, hence
there will be room for elders and
high priests, and for other experi-

enced men outside of the seventy,

and we want them considered also.

While we have been, for a number
of years, asking that one experi-

enced and trained man should be

furnished for every two of the

younger men that are sent out, we
ask now that there be two well train-

ed and experienced men sent out for

each young and inexperienced man
that is sent. We want able and ex-

perienced men that have been

abroad, or have been laboring most
faithfully at home.

I want to say to the brethren, the

high priests at home, that we do not

want them overlooked ; we want
them considered ; men that have
been bishops or high-counselors, and
have held responsible positions and
had great experience. We want
them to have opportunity to go
abroad as well as the seventies

;

also, we want the balance of the

room that is to spare abroad occu-

pied by able elders. We_ prefer that

you should keep the young men

—

such as deacons and teachers and
priests—at home and give them
thorough training in the lesser

priesthood ; and remember that the

deacons have a ministry as well as

the teachers, and the deacons' min-
istry is that of assisting the teachers

when occasion requires ; and I have
always interpreted it that the occa-

sion always requires it. We want
these young men given opportunity,

and we want them employed. We
want the teachers employed ; we
want them to accompany the breth-

ren that are called, the seventies and
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high priests, and elders that are

operating as teachers at home. We
want the teachers of the lesser

priesthood, and the deacons, to have
opportunity to visit with them, that

they may be trained and have ex-

perience here at home before they

are sent abroad. You would be as-

tonished to see the companies of

young men that are sent to us, inex-

perienced young men, only recently

ordained elders in order to go on
missions. When they give their

genealogies we find they are teach-

ers, sometimes deacons and some-
times priests, that are just ordained
elders in order that they may go
abroad to preach the Gospel,—un-
trained, inexperienced. They should
work at home and train themselves,

and be prepared so that as the sev-

enties are depleted and pass into the

high priests quorum, at the age of

fifty or sixty years, and there is

room there, we want the able, well

trained and experienced elders to

fill their places, so that we may have
seventies enough to take care of the

ministry abroad, as a rule, the ex-

ceptions being where we need to use
the elders and high priests.

There is opportunity for all

abroad ; and if there is anything
lacking, and they want opportunity,

we have it at home, for the field at

home will never be overstocked with
men. The high priests and elders at

home, and the seventies who are
generally at home, and will be gen-
erally at home, because they are not
expected all to be in the field ; a
tliousand or fifteen hundred or two
thousand on missions at a time will

leave about eight thousand of them
always at home, and we want them
to work at home as well as they have
been doing. Don't use them any
less at home, but give them oppor-
tunities to preach the Gospel at

home as well as abroad. The able

and successful bishops, presidents of
stakes, presidents of seventies and
of elders, and of high priests will

furnish employment ; they will ar-

range affairs and labors at home so

that there is employment for every
man who bears the priesthood.

Every man who bears the priesthood

is entitled to the right and privilege

of magnifying that priesthood, at

home or abroad, and we exhort you
my brethren who have charge of

these matters and are appointed and
ordained for that purpose, we want
you to see to it that employment is

furnished every man that you lay

your hands upon and ordain to the

lesser priesthood or to the Melchize-

dek priesthood. Furnish them em-
ployment at home, and don't be sat-

isfied with having ten or twenty sev-

enties doing something, preaching

the Gospel at home to the strangers,

to those that are not of our faith,

but let the whole army of seventies

at home get into the field, and the

armies of high priests and elders be

in the field, every man magnifying
liis calling at home as well as

al^road. Let that be done. We want
that to be done and we will not be

quite satisfied until the brethren can

report that every member of our

quorums of the priesthood is doing
something, accomplishing some-
thing, and you will be astonished at

the converts that can be made at

home.
There are many reported now

from various directions, but many
more will be in a little while, and
you will be astonished—if you go
home from this conference and take

this spirit among the seventies,

—

you will be astonished at the num-
ber of seventies that will be ready

at the call and recommendation of

the presidents of .stakes and bishops
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of wards, under approval of the pre-

siding" seventy. They are acquainted

with them as they are with the other

elders, and they know how to rec-

ommend them, and to consider them
and weigh them. You will be as-

tonished to see how the spirit will

take hold of the seventies, and they

will be prepared and ready for their

work abroad. I want you to bear in

mind that the body of the Twelve
are giving careful attention to these

matters. Every man that goes
abroad comes immediately under the

hands of the Twelve and the first

council of seventies. We bless every
man and set them apart, and our
sisters also who go into the field

;

quite a number of them are being
sent. We are looking after this mat-
ter, and we want everybody bearing
the priesthood, every member of the

priesthood, we want them to have
opportunity to magnify their priest-

hood.

Take labor upon yourselves,

brethren, and provide labor for your
neighbors until every man is cared
for, every high priest that is now
careless and unemployed. It is re-

ported that there are many of the

priesthood unemployed, not fully

occupied, not doing any good work
—nothing is laid out for them. It is

not every man that knows how to

employ himself, but every man
should know how to employ himself
especially when he has had experi-
ence, been abroad in the field, or

laboring at home in important posi-

tions. These brethren should know
how tO' set themselves to work and
do many things that they are not
told to do that they discover ought
to be done, for the inspiration of the

priesthood should dwell in the heart
of every man who receives it ; his

eyes should be opened, his ears

should be opened, his heart should

be touched, ready and prepared to

do some work for somebody ; and
when you labor for your brother

you always get the chief reward
yourself. You may help him some,

you may do him good, a world of

good, but there is always greater

good comes to you who do the labor

—everyone—and we want that

fashion followed. We don't want to

give our entire attention now to the

seventies, in getting them in their

field, but we want the high priests

taken care of, and we want the

elders taken care of ; for the elders

are two or three times as numerous
as are the seventies, two or three

times as numerous as are the high

priests. The high priests compare
about with the seventies, but the

elders are much more numerous,
and it will put you to your wits' end
to find something for them to do. If

they are idle they are mischievous
and liable to get into trouble and
difficulty, and they should be taken

care of. If they labor, if they work
day by day and magnify their call-

ing they will grow stronger and
stronger unto their perfect day.

Now I feel dehghted with this

privilege of speaking to tliis body
of men, and I want you to remem-
ber what I have said, in connection

with what we have heard here—the

testimonies that have been given us

by the Presidency today. Bear in

mind this mission, and the sugges-

tions and instructions in regard to

the magnifying of the priesthood

here at home, and magnifying it also

abroad. Brother Hyrum M. Smith
has sent quite a requisition for some
able elders that can come and labor

with him, whose conditions and cir-

cumstances at home will allow them
to stay until they have finished their

missions, and that call will be a

small one comparatively. We want
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at least one seventy from every quo-
rum ; we want five seventies from
every quorum that is able to send
them ; or seven, that will only be one
man out of ten, something like that,

to go abroad, and the others remain-
ing at home and helping each other

when it is necessary. But you will

be astonished, when you inquire

after the seventies and look right

after them, to find the great number
of them that are able to take care

of themselves and their families,

and go and preach the gospel for

three years and then come home and
stay six or ten years and then go
again when they are wanted.
May the Lord bless you my breth-

ren. Think of these matters, give

attention to them, and you will find

the presiding seventy around look-

ing after you and feeling after the

members of their quorums, and thev

will be calling upon you and want
you to consider them. Thev have
felt just a little bit overlooked. T

believe the seventies have b^en over-

looked too much, and we hive de-

pended uDon elders, and young men
and inexneriencod mm to go out
and preach the Gospel in the world,

and we want all the brethren to have
opportunity to magnify their calling

as they are required. "S^ou notice

whenever we call men to preside
over stakes, or over wards, or over
quorums, or to go on missions, that

they are expected to go at once into

the field, and so it should be with
cverv man who receives the priest-

hood. He receives a commission
from the Lord, and he should take

hold of it and magnify it to the best

of his ability, and the Lord will open
the way for the good that is possible

for him to accomplish.

God bless you, my brethren and
sisters. I pray. Let the spirit of this

conference go home with you, and

\ovi will be astonished what will be

accomplished within the next six

months, between now and October

;

and the presiding seventies will be

able to tell us quite a story of what

is being done in this movement for

the seventies. ]\Iay the Lord bless

vou I pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

President Smith read several

notices, and said

:

"Now, I don't want any of you

to put your hands in your pockets,

for fear somebody will see you do

it, but I am requested to warn the

congregation to look after their

valuables if they have any with

them, as we are favored—or un-

fortunate—to have a large number
of light-fingered "gentlemen" in the

citv, who are on their way to the

San Francisco Fair, and are look-

ing out for a chance. Take care of

your money, and don't show them

where it is."

".\ Lullaby" was rendered by a

chorus of ladies, conducted by sister

Lizzie Thomas Edward.
The anthem. "Grant us Peace,"

was sung by the choir, Mrs. Sarah
L. Wood and James Moncar ren-

dering the duet.

P)ishop David A. Smith pro-

nounced the benediction.

Conference adjourned until Mon-
day. April 5th. at 10 a. m.

SECOND OVERFLOW
MEETING.

Another meeting of the Confer-

ence was held in the Assembly Hall,

at 2 p. m., at which Elder Joseph F.

Smith, Jr., presided ; and the Cot-

tonwood stake choir was again in

attendance.


