
SECOND DAY.

Conference was resumed, in the

Tabernacle, at 10 a. m., Monday
April 5th ; President Joseph F.

Smith presiding.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings free

We here enjoy;
In this far western land,

A true and chosen band.
Led hither by Thy hand,

We sing for joy.

Prayer was offered by Elder C.

F. Middleton.

The congregation sang the hymn :

Come, come, ye Saints

No toil nor labor fear.

But with joy wend your way;
Though hard to you
This journey may appear,
Grace shall be as your day.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Prevalence of Gospel testimony among
the Saints.—Joy accompanying tes-

timony bearing.—Righteous living

essential to salvation.—Apostasy of

men highly favored of God.

I rejoice exceedingly in having

this another opportunity of meeting
in general conference. I have en-

joyed very much indeed all that

has been said thus far during our

conference, and I humbly pray that

the same good spirit which has

characterized the remarks that have
been made by those, who have pre-

ceded me, may be given me. I do
desire most earnestly that what I

say may encourage and bless the

Latter-day Saints, and that it may
be in harmonv with what has been

said by those who have preceded

me.

1 rejoice in the gospel of Jesus

Christ. I rejoice in my association

wath the Latter-day Saints, and the

privileges which have come to me in

mingling with the people, and in

learning of their feelings, of their

devotion, of their love of God and
for this work in which we are en-

gaged. I rejoice in the abiding tes-

timony of the divinity of the mis-

sion of our Lord and Master, Jesus

Christ, which is to be found among
the people. The Latter-day Saints

know that Jesus was in very deed
the Redeemer of the world. They
have a positive knowledge that

Joseph Smith was chosen of God,
and that he was the instrument in

the hands of the Lord in establish-

ing again on the earth the plan of

life and salvation. They know that

he was a true prophet of God ; they

have no doubt regarding the divin-

ity of his mission. The men who
stand at the head of the various

stakes of Zion and the women who
preside over the Relief Societies,

the principal auxiliary organization

among our sisters—as I mingle

among them, and also with men and
women who preside over the Sab-

bath Schools in the stakes, and the

^Mutual Improvement Associations,

Religion Classes and Primaries, I

find a devotion and love of God and
of this work among all of them
which is a constant inspiration to

me. I rejoice in the rich outpour-

ings of the Spirit of the Lord in our

cjuarterly conferences. I rejoice in

the blessings that come to me and to
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others, as we mingle among the peo-

ple, in being helped and strength-

ened in teaching to them the Gospel

of Christ.

My heart has been filled with grat-

itude, especially during the past six

months, for what seemed to me to

be an increased portion of the Spirit

of the Lord, as I mingled among
the people in discharge of the du-

ties that devolved upon me. I know
of nothing that brings greater joy

to the human heart than laboring at

home or abroad for the salvation of

the souls of men. I know of noth-

ing which gives us a greater love

of all that is good, than teaching

this Gospel of Jesus Christ. To me.

one of the greatest testimonies of

the divinity of the mission of our

Savior is the joy and happiness that

we all experience whenever we tes-

tify that He was in very deed the

Son of God and the Redeemer of

the world. I know of nothing that

brings greater joy. except testifying

regarding the divinity of the mission

of the Savior than to testify re-

garding the divinity of the mission

of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

The three years that I presided

over the European mission were in

very deed the most pleasurable, the

rnost happy, the most satisfactory

years of all my life. When instruct-

ing the Elders I told them whenever
they seemed to be closed up in their

spirits, whenever they seemed to

lack ideas to express to the people,

if they would only testify that they
knew that Jesus was the Redeemer,
and then testify regarding the divine

mission of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, that the Lord would open
their mouths and bless them in

speaking to the pepole. The testi-

mony of all the Elders with whom
I came in contact who had done this

was that the Lord did, in very deed.

bless them whenever they testified

of the divinity of the mission of our

Savior, or when they testified re-

garding the divine mission of the

Prophet Joseph Smith. Never at

other times have I been as abund-
antly blessed in preaching this Gos-
pel as when I have been talking up-

on these two themes. I rejoice in

the individual testimony of the Lat-

ter-day Saints regarding the divinity

of this work in which we are en-

gaged. I rejoice in the joy and the

happiness that it brings to each and
every one of us when we are doing
our duty, and laboring for the ad-

vancement of the Gospel, at home
and abroad.

I rejoice in the peace that cometh
to every man—a peace that passeth

understanding and my ability to ex-

press it—when he is serving God.
I wish that I possessed the power to

inspire the Latter-day Saints to

greater diligence, to greater faith-

fulness, to a stronger determination

to serve God and to keep His com-
mandments. There is but one path
of safety to the Latter-day Saints,

and that is the path of duty. It is

not a testimony, it is not marvelous
manifestations, it is not knowing
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is

true, that it is the plan of salvation,

it is not actually knowing that the

Savior is the Redeemer, and that

Joseph Smith was His prophet, that

will save you and me, but it is the

keeping of the commandments of

God. the living the life of a Latter-
^

day Saint. ]

I have been profoundly impressed
upon many occasions, as I have
studied the history of the early men
in this Church, with the fact that

one-half of the first quorum of

Apostles fell by the wayside ; that

all of the three witnesses to the

Book of !Mormon, who saw the
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angel, who heard the voice of God,

who heard the Lord testify to them
tJiat this work had been translated

by the gift and power of God, that

the Lord Himself, by His voice from
heaven, had told these men to bear

witness of this fact—should also

fall by the wayside. The same with

a majority of the eight witnesses.

Oliver Cowdery, who heard the

Savior's voice, and beheld a heav-

enly messenger before the Church
was organized, gave a description,

wiiich is recorded in the Pearl of

Great Price, of his ordination, in

connection with the Prophet, to the

Aaronic Priesthood, stating it was
beyond the language of man to paint

the jov and the grandeur that sur-

rounded them upon that occasion.

He also had the Apostles of the

Lord Jesus Christ, who lived upon
the earth in the days of our Savior,

lay their hands upon his head and
ordain him to the Melchizedek, or

the Higher Priesthood. In the

Kirtland Temple, with the Prophet

Joseph Smith, he saw the Savior,

also Moses, Elias, and Elijah. He
had given to him, in connection with

the Prophet, every key and every

authority of all the dispensations of

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, from
the earliest time down to the pres-

ent, and yet by failing to do his duty

by failing to keep the command-
ments of God, this man lost his

standing in the Church of Christ.

True, he repented and came back.

The same is true of Martin Harris.

I remember hearing Martin Harris

in this building testify to the truth

of his testimony regarding the di-

vinity of the Book of Mormon. I

also rejoice that, although he never
returned to the Church, David
Whitmer never varied in bearing
this testimony; the very fact

that this man, although he bore

this testimony to the day of his

death, had no joy, no satisfaction

in it, shows that the Spirit giveth

life, and the letter killeth. I have
met some who have visited David
Whitmer, and he told them that it

was one of the burdens of his life to

have people come there day after

day to whom he had to testify re-

garding his knowledge of the Book
of Mormon, and the visit of the

angel to him.

There is not a Latter-day Saint

living who is keeping the command-
ments of the Lord, who would not

regard it as one of the greatest joys

imaginable if he could testify that

he had heard the voice of God, and
that the Lord had given him a com-
mandment ; and that, in fulfilment

of the requirement of the Lord, he
had recorded in this testimony : "we
bear witness of these things." How
we all would rejoice to be able to

bear such a testimony
;
provided, we

had the Spirit of God
;
provided we

were so living that it was not a

dead letter with us. David Whit-
mer stopped growing, notwith-

standing the manifestations that he
had received, when he failed to keep
the commandments of God, when he
failed to recognize the proper au-

thority in the Church of Christ.

May the Lord bless each and all

of us ; and, as we grow in years

and increase in understanding, may
we grow in the light and knowledge
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, in a

determination to serve Him, and
keep His commandments ; and may
all of us who hold places of respon-

sibility in the Church so order our

lives that they may be an inspiration

to the people, because of our faith-

fulness, our diligence, our loyalty

to this gospel, and our support of

our file leaders, is my prayer, and I
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ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Sister Romania Hyde played a

selection on the violin.

ELDER RUGDER CLAWSON.

Nebuchadnezzar's dream, and Daniel's
interpretation—The great image a
represenation of empires and king-
doins—Fall of earthlv kingdoms, and
establishment of God's Kingdom

—

Marvelous facts demonstrated by
Joseph Smith's glorious vision

—

Perfect organization of the Church
—Army of the Priesthood fighting
sin.

]\Iy brethren and sisters, the violin

solo to which we have just listened

rendered by Romania Hyde, was
beautiful indeed, and speaks well for

home talent.

The words of counsel, testimony

and instruction which have already

been spoken at this conference are

very precious to us. I think that we
ouf^ht to be thankful that we have
our file leaders with us today, the

Presidency of the Church, and the

president of the Twelve Apostles,

and that .these men are stroncf in

limb and body, and powerful in ut-

terance. Surely we ouc^ht to give

heed to their counsels.

I trust, my brethren and sisters,

that during the few moments I oc-

cupy I may have an interest in your
faith and prayers, that T shall be
able to say something that will be
appropriate to this great gathering
of Latter-day Saints, and that shall

be comforting, encouraging and in-

structive.

In ancient times a very remark-
able thing happened, remarkable be-

cause it had a bearing and an in-

fluence upon the destiny of the

world, to the latest generation. You

will perhaps remember that upon
one occasion Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, called into his presence
Daniel, a young Hebrew, one of the
chosen race, and demanded of this

young man two things which the

magicians of Babylon, the wise men,
had not been able to do. One was
that the young man should bring to

the mind of the king a dream that

he had dreamed, and then tliat he
should give the interpretation there-

of. Daniel replied and said that of j

himself he could not do this, but that
'

the God of Heaven could do it. and
would intervene and give the inter-

pretation of the dream. So Daniel
told the great king that in his dream
he had seen a mighty image, and
that this image represented the

kingdoms of the world which should
follow. Now, brethren and sisters,

it is a fact that subsequent history

has shown the exact fulfillment of
Daniel's prophetic statement, so far

as the world has progressed.

It seems that Babylon, under
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar,

represented the head of gold, .and

that the great kingdom of the Medes
and Persians, under Cyrus and
Darius, represented the arms and
shoulders of the image ; and follow-

ing this was the powerful kingdom
of Macedonia. Daniel did not name
the kingdoms

; perhaps he didn't

know what their names would be,

but he described them ; and the great

kingdom of Macedonia, under Alex-
ander the Great and others, were
represented by the belly and thighs

of the image, which were of brass.

Then came the mighty empire of

Rome under the Caesars, which
had in it the power and strength of

iron, to break in pieces, to trample

down and destroy. The Roman
Empire, which later was split in

twain, was represented by the legs


