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Lord, for there remaineth in him the
greater sin.

I the Lord will forgive whom I will

forgive, but of j^ou it is required to
forgive all inen;
And ye ought to say in your hearts,

let God judge between me and thee,
and reward thee according to thy
deeds.
And he that repenteth not of his

sins, and confesseth them not, then ye
shall bring him before the church, and
do with him as the scripture saith unto
you, either by commandment or by
revelation.

And this ye shall do that God may
be glorified, not because ye forgive

not, having not compassion, but that

ye may be justified in tlie eyes of the

law, that ye ma}- not ofifend him who
is your Lawgiver.

I believe in that doctrine. We
ouin^ht not to harbor feeHngs one

against another, but have a feeHng

of forgiveness and of brotherly love

and sisterly love, one for another.

Let each one of us remember his or

her own individual failings and
weaknesses and endeavor to correct

them. We have not reached a con-

dition of perfection yet. it is hardly

to be expected that we will in this

life, and yet. through the aid of the

Holy Ghost, it is possible for us to

stand united together seeing eye to

eye and overcoming our sins and im-

perfections. If we will do this, re-

specting all the commandments of

the Lord, we shall be a power in the

world for good ; we shall overwhelm
and overcome all evil, all opposition

to the truth, and bring to pass right-

eousness upon the face of the earth.

For the Gospel will be spread and
the people in the world will feel the

influence which will be shed forth

from the people of Zion, and they

will be inclined more to repent of

their sins and to receive the truth.

Ther-e is no place in Zion for the

wilful sinner. There is a place for

the repentant sinner, for the man

who turns away from iniquitv and
seeks for life eternal and the light
of the Gospel. We should not look
upon sin with the least degree of
allowance, any more than the Lord
can do so, but walk uprightly and
perfectly before the Lord. It 'is our
duty to look after each other, to
protect each other, to warn each
other of dangers, to teach each other
the principles of the Gospel of the
kingdom, and to stand together with
a united front against the sins of
the world.

I pray that we will do so, that we
will go from this conference with a
determination in our hearts to con-
tinue our labors more diligently, to
stand more tmitedly for the truth in

every degree and particular; that
the Lord may pour out His Spirit
upon us. and bless us abundantly,
which He will undoubtedly do, if we
will observe His laws, and keep His
commandments and the covenants
we have made with Him to serve
Him.

This I pray, with every other
blessing that will be for oiir good,
in the name of the Lord lesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER JAMES E. TALMAGE.

Knowledge concerning God's attributes
essential to intelligent worship—The
relationship of Jesus Christ to God the
Eternal Father, spiritually and bodily
—Relationship of mankind to Deity.

In common with my brethren and
sisters who make up these assembled
thousands of modern Israel, I have
been fed with good food and made
glad in each meeting of this confer-
ence. I have felt that the Spirit of
the Lord has been present with us
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in great abundance. We have heard
much concerning our temporal
duties, and much relating to our
spiritual welfare. It has been made
plain unto us that these two classes

of things differ in degree rather

that in kind, and that we cannot

serve God acceptably by devoting
ourselves wholly to scripture study,

for there are many things pertain-

ing to temporalities which enter into

our duties and our appointed ex-

periences here upon the earth. On
the other hand, we have been as-

sured, not for the first time, by any
means, that we cannot please the

Lord by wholly devoting ourselves

to temporal affairs, to the exclusion

of the consideration of the great

spiritual principles and truths that

have been given us.

We belong to the Church of Jesus

Christ, and much has been said con-

cerning His proprietorship. His

mastership, in the Church, the

Church that bears His name. I

take it to be a plain and simple prin-

ciple that we cannot worship intelli-

gentlv, and therefore acceptably

unto the Lord, unless we know
something of the attributes and of

the will of Him whom we profess

to worship. The relationship of

the Christ to the Eternal Father has

been set forth in such plainness that

I do not think any wayfaring man
amongst us can fail to understand.

We recognize in Jesus Christ the

Son of the Eternal Father, both in

spirit and in body. There is no

other meaning to attach to that ex-

pression, as used bv the Eternal

Father Himself—"Mine Only Be-

gotten Son." Christ combined

within His own person and nature

the attributes of His mortal mother,

and just as truly the attributes of

His immortal Sire. By that fixed

and inexorable law of nature, that

every living organism shall follow
after his kind, Jesus the Christ had
the power to die, for He was the off-

spring of a mortal woman ; and He
had the power to withstand death
indefinitely, for He was the son of
an immortal Father. This sim-
plicity of doctrine has shocked
many, but the truth is frequently

shocking just because of its sim-

plicity and consequent grandeur.
We must know something of the at-

tributes of the Eternal Father, that

we may the more fully comprehend
His relationship to His Only Begot-
ten Son.

Did not Christ declare again and
again that He possessed in His own
person such power over life that no
man could take His life from Him

—

in plain words, that no one could
kill Him—until He would voluntar-

ily surrender Himself, and permit
mortal and infernal powers to pre-

vail for the time being? How could

it be otherwise for the Son of an
immortal Father, who inherited the

power to keep death in abevance?
Death could not touch Him until

He willed and permitted so. Did He
not say also, not once but many a

time, that He did what He had seen

His Father do ? Did He not declare

that He did only what He had seen

His Father do, or what His Father
had done? And did He not make
it plain that He was following in

the footsteps of His immortal
Father, the very Eternal Father to

whom we pray in the name of His
Son ? It necessarily follows that the

Eternal Father once passed through
experiences analogous to those

which His Son, the Lord Jesus,

afterward passed through, and
through which we are now passing.

The Eternal Father, therefore, is a

Being who has had experiences in-

cident to the mortal state. He is a
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resurrected Being; He conquered
death ; and He gave power unto

His Son to conquer death, through
whom power shall be given unto the

Saints, yea, unto all who will accept

the boon of eternal life, to be re-

deemed from death.

On an early occasion in the earthly

ministry of Christ, when He first

met Nathanael, Jesus recognized in

the man at once an Israelite in

whom was no guile. In His con-

versation with Nathanael Jesus the

Christ called Himself for the first

time, as far as our scripture records

show, The Son of Man (John
1:51 j. Then, in an interview with

Nicodemus, that renowned teacher

in Israel and learned doctor of the

law, Jesus called Himself again The
Son of Man (John 3:13) ; and you

will find the same expression used

in the four gospels approximately

eighty times. Eliminating all par-

allel passages, or sayings that are

reported by more than one of the

writers, there are approximately

forty separate instances in which

Jesus Christ called Himself The
Son of Man ; but nowhere in the

four gospels do you find the title

used by any other than the Christ,

nor applied by the Christ to any

other than Himself.

It may be remarked, in passing,

that you will find a somewhat sim-

ilar expression used in the Old
Testament, in the form of ad-

dress ; and in these instances it is

plainly used in its literal and ordi-

nary or common meaning—the son

of a mortal man. It is so used ap-

proximately ninety times in the

Book of Ezekiel ; in each instance,

however, Jehovah applies it to His
prophet, addressing him as "Son of

man", as the context of the several

passages plainly shows, to impress

upon Ezekiel the fact that though
he was permitted to voice and write
the very words of Jehovah, he was
nevertheless but a man. So also in

the Book of Moses you will find that
Satan blasphemously assumed to
establish, or to make it appear that
there existed, a similar difl:erence

between him and Moses, when he
said "Moses, son of man, worship
me". (Pearl of Great Price, j\Ioses

1:12).

But the distinctive title "The Son
of Man" as apphed to Jesus
Christ occurs only once in the Old
Testament. It is in the seventh
chapter of Daniel, wherein is given
an account of a wonderful manifes-
tation from God, in which Daniel
saw, in the vision of the night, the

scenes that shall take place in a time
yet future, when the Ancient of
Days, Adam, who is the patriarch

of the race, shall sit to judge his

posterity, and they shall come be-

fore him, or as Daniel saw it, they

came before him, in their order ; and
among them there came one like

unto The Son of Man who appeared
in the clouds of heaven : and when
He came all power and dominion
were given unto Him, and His
kingdom was declared to be an all-

embracing and an everlasting king-

dom. Thus is shown the superiority

of the Son of Man over the Ancient
of Days, or in other words, the su-

premacy of Jesus the Christ over

Adam, the patriarch of the race

(see Dan. 7:9-14).

Now, in the New Testament, out-

side the four gospels, you will find

the title "The Son of Man'' occur-

ring about three times, and in each

instance it is applied to the Christ,

in His then glorified state (see Acts

7 :56 ; Rev. 1 :13, and 14 :14) . When
Stephen stood before his unright-



ELDER JAMES E.TALMAGE. 123

eous judges, the heavens were
opened to him, and he could not

keep within his soul what he saw.

He said, "Behold I see The Son of

Man, standing- on the right hand of

God" ; and for that testimony they

took Stephen out and stoned him,

as for the testimony of the Father

they had before crucified the Christ.

God has glorified His Son ; but

though the Son is glorified with the

glory of the Father, you can't

change the fact that He is the Son
of that Father, and that Father, the

Eternal Father, the Father of Jesus

Christ, the Father of His spirit and
the Father of His body, was once a

Man, and has progressed, not by any
favor but by the right of conquest

over sin, and over death, to His
present position of priesthood and
power, of Godship and Godliness,

as the Supreme Being whom we all

profess to worship. We are all

spirit sons and daughters of God

;

but Jesus Christ was and is The
Son of God in a superlative and dis-

tinctive sense, God the Eternal

Father being His Father both in

spirit and in flesh.

We believe in the more than im-

. perial status of the human race. We
believe that our spirits are the off-

spring of Deity, and we hold that

when Christ said to His apostles,

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as

your Father which is in heaven is

perfect," He was not talking of a

merely idealistic yet impossible

achievement ; but that on the con-

trary He meant that it was possible

for men to advance until they shkll

become like unto the Gods in their

powers and in their attainments,

through righteousness.

According to the spirit of the re-

vealed word, perfection is rather

relative than absolute. Though a
man become perfect in his mortal
sphere of activity, he is by no means
perfect as gaged by the standard
prevailing in heaven. As the
Prophet Joseph said to the Church
in early days, so now says the

Church unto the world—if the heav-
ens could be rent, and you could see

the Eternal Father sitting upon His
throne, you would see Him like a

man in form. That the Eternal

Father has called Himself a Man is

plainly apparent in the testimony of

Enoch the Seer ; and in the same
scripture Jesus Christ is designated
"The Son of Man" even, before the

time of the flood ; "For in the lan-

guage of Adam, Man of Holiness
is His name, and the name of His
Only Begotten is the Son of Man,
even Jesus Christ", (Moses 6:57;
compare 7:24, 47 and 54). In a

certain revelation to Enoch, the

Eternal Father thus spake : "Be-
hold, I am God ; Man of Holiness

is my name, Man of Counsel is my
name ; and Endless and Eternal is

my name, also." (Moses 7:35).

Thus does the light of modern rev-

elation illuminate the dark passages

of old.

The doctrine of the relationship

between God and men, as made
plain through the word of revela-

tion, is today as it was of old,

though in the light of later scrip-

ture we are enabled to read the

meaning more clearly. It is pro-

vided that we, the sons and daugh-

ters of God, may advance until we
become like i^nto our Eternal Father

and our Eternal Mother, in that we
may become perfect in our spheres

as they are in theirs. That grand

truth, taught by the Prophet Joseph,

and ridiculed for the time, has now
gripped the minds of the thinkers
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and philosophers of the age. You
will find it hinted at and timidly-

expressed in the writings of many
recent and learned publications in

the theological field. That great

truth is finding its way into the

literature of the world. It was
crystallized into what we may call

an aphorism, by President Lorenzo

Snow : "As man is God once was

;

as God is man may be". We know
that Christ is God, and that He lived

upon the earth as a Man. In the

sense in which Christ was perfect

in His sphere, we may become per-

fect in ours. We may progress, not

to become each one a savior of the

world in the particular sense in

which Christ was the Savior of the

world, but we may follow Him to

eternal glory, and to eternal life,

which may our Father grant, in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

The congregation sang the hymn

:

Come, let us anew our journey pursue,

Roll round with the year.

And never stand still till the Master
appear,

His adorable will let us glady fulfill,

And our talents improve,
By the patience of hope and the labor

of love.

Benediction was pronounced by

Elder Duncan M. McAllister.

Conference adjourned until 2

p. m.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.

President Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order.

The congregation sang.the hymn :

There is beauty all around,
When there's love at home;

There is joy in ev'ry sound,
When there's love at home.

Prayer was offered by Elder
Stephen L. Richards.
The congregation sang the hymn

:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah!

Jesus anointed that Prophet and
Seer

—

Blessed to open the last dispensation;
Kmgs shall extol him and nations j

revere. \

PREST. SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.
(President of First Council of Seventy.)

]\Iy brethren and sisters, I can but
express to you today the pleasure
that I have in being with you at this
great conference, and I have receiv-
ed additional pleasure in listening
to those who have spoken, and also
have found joy in the true ring of
the good spirit that actuated Presi-
dent Smith's remarks in the begin-
ning session of these services. I be-
lieve in the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ; I have faith in His
servants and in the Church. I be-
lieve in the Prophet Joseph Smith;
I believe in his sacred and important
ministry. I believe the message that
he received from the angel Moroni,
bringing to him that great record of
a portion of the house of Israel,
whose remnants are today inhabi-
tants of this American continent and
the islands of the Pacific.

I rejoice in the testimony of the
Gospel that I have received. Like
yourselves, my brethren and sisters,
I 'was born of goodly parents. I
have heard from the lips of my
father and mother, testimonies of
the truth of this great work, from
the earliest time that I can remem-
ber. I imbibed the principles and


