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and philosophers of the age. You
will find it hinted at and timidly-

expressed in the writings of many
recent and learned publications in

the theological field. That great

truth is finding its way into the

literature of the world. It was
crystallized into what we may call

an aphorism, by President Lorenzo

Snow : "As man is God once was

;

as God is man may be". We know
that Christ is God, and that He lived

upon the earth as a Man. In the

sense in which Christ was perfect

in His sphere, we may become per-

fect in ours. We may progress, not

to become each one a savior of the

world in the particular sense in

which Christ was the Savior of the

world, but we may follow Him to

eternal glory, and to eternal life,

which may our Father grant, in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

The congregation sang the hymn

:

Come, let us anew our journey pursue,

Roll round with the year.

And never stand still till the Master
appear,

His adorable will let us glady fulfill,

And our talents improve,
By the patience of hope and the labor

of love.

Benediction was pronounced by

Elder Duncan M. McAllister.

Conference adjourned until 2

p. m.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.

President Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order.

The congregation sang.the hymn :

There is beauty all around,
When there's love at home;

There is joy in ev'ry sound,
When there's love at home.

Prayer was offered by Elder
Stephen L. Richards.
The congregation sang the hymn

:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah!

Jesus anointed that Prophet and
Seer

—

Blessed to open the last dispensation;
Kmgs shall extol him and nations j

revere. \

PREST. SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.
(President of First Council of Seventy.)

]\Iy brethren and sisters, I can but
express to you today the pleasure
that I have in being with you at this
great conference, and I have receiv-
ed additional pleasure in listening
to those who have spoken, and also
have found joy in the true ring of
the good spirit that actuated Presi-
dent Smith's remarks in the begin-
ning session of these services. I be-
lieve in the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ; I have faith in His
servants and in the Church. I be-
lieve in the Prophet Joseph Smith;
I believe in his sacred and important
ministry. I believe the message that
he received from the angel Moroni,
bringing to him that great record of
a portion of the house of Israel,
whose remnants are today inhabi-
tants of this American continent and
the islands of the Pacific.

I rejoice in the testimony of the
Gospel that I have received. Like
yourselves, my brethren and sisters,
I 'was born of goodly parents. I
have heard from the lips of my
father and mother, testimonies of
the truth of this great work, from
the earliest time that I can remem-
ber. I imbibed the principles and
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faith of the Gospel from my mother,

From my first remembrance, I heard

her speak of this great work, with

the subHmest faith that a human
being can possess, and the same can

be truly said, as many of you know,
of my noble father. He taught his

children that Jesus was the Christ,

that He is the Son of God, that He
is the Savior of the world, the Re-
deemer of all the children of our

Heavenly Father ; and that Joseph

Smith was sent with a high commis-
sion to perform a great labor, to

reveal a knowledge of the resurrec-

tion and the eternal life of man, to

bring to light again the truth of the

everlasting Gospel that Jesus taught,

and that His apostles taught, and

that Paul alluded to when he said,

"Woe is me if I preach not this

Gospel for it is the power of God
unto salvation to all them that be-

lieve and obey."

I rejoice today when I remember
some of the things that I heard my
father speak of. He said that at one

time, during the early spring of

1834, the Prophet Joseph inter-

viewed himself and his brother

Brigham. The Prophet said to these

two brothers, Elder Brigham Young
and Elder Joseph Young, "I am
going to organize a company of men
to journey up to Missouri, to the

center stake of Zion, from whence
the Saints have been driven, and

robbed of their possessions, and I

want you two brethren to consent to

go with me. If you will go," he

said, "I promise you in the name of

the Lord that you shall go safely,

and return in safety to your fami;

lies." Of course, these faithful

brethren were never known to re-

fuse a call made upon them by the

Prophet, and they joined the gallant

company that accompanied the

Prophet Joseph and his brother Hy-

rum into the land of Missouri, with

two hundred and ten others. I am
glad of the testimonies I have heard

borne in regard to that great mis-

sion. At that time it was considered

opportune to bring relief to those

poor people, the Latter-day Saints,

who had been driven from their

homes in that part of the state of

Missouri, Independence, Jackson
county. The Prophet invited men
who had some means. I heard my
father say, and history bears this

out, men that could command some
resources, to go up to Zion, as it was
called then, and redeem, by pur-

chase, that portion of the land from
which the Saints had been driven.

When they arrived in the state of

Missouri, and crossed the Fishing

River, opposite Independence, a

'great storm arose, and this was
thought to be very providential. Lit-

tle Fishing River, and Big Fishing

River, rose thirty or forty feet in

one night, so some of the mob testi-

fied, and this proved a protection to

the little band of brethren who went

up in Zion's camp.
While there encamped, there was

dissatisfaction among some of the

members of the camp, some of them
felt to rebel against the require-

ments made upon them by the

Prophet. One evening some of them
were stricken down with a terrible

disease known as the Asiatic cholera

—I do not know as the brethren rec-

ognized at that time that that was
the nature of the disease. Fourteen

of that little band of brethren died

within three days, with that terrible

scourge. It is written in history

that the Prophet Joseph and his

brother Hyrum, by request of some
of the afflicted ones, laid their hands

upon the brethren who were sick

and tried to rebuke the disease, but

the disease laid hold upon these two
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great men to that degree that they

were thrown to the ground in terri-

ble convulsions. As they lay to-

gether writhing in pain, they seized

each other by the hand and strug-

gled to their knees, holding fast to

each other's hands, with a vow in

their hearts that they would not

arise from their kneeling position

until they had a testimony from God
that they would be restored. After
praying for some time, the Prophet
records, lifting their hearts to God,
pleading with Him with all the

strength that they could muster,
Hyrum Smith rose to his feet and
began to shout "Hosanna to God
and the Lamb forever, for," said he
to his brother Joseph, "I have had a

vision, I have seen our dear old

mother kneeling in the orchard
praying for her bovs, and I have had
a testimony from God that her pray-

ers will be heard, and that we shall

once more see her in life." Joseph,

the Prophet, immediately arose from
his knees and joined in praise and
halleluiah to God, for he too felt

renewed strength and power from
the intercession of her faithful

prayers, and exclaimed, "God bless

our dear old mother ; how often has
she brought us from the depths of

despair, sickness, pain and suffering

through her devotion and pravers."

I am glad that this tcstimonv has
come to me, from my father, and
also from the history of the Church.
The Prophet and his brother felt the

blessed result of that good mother's
prayer, and testified of hor devoted
love for her sons. Tt is in keeping
with the mothers in this Church, the

mothers of these boys and girls who
are seated in this great congrega-
tion. I do not mean particularly of

any age, but of all ages. All of us.

my brethren and sisters, have real-

ized how the faith and prayers of

our dear mothers and fathers have
prevailed, time and time again, with
the Lord of heaven in our behalf.

I am glad today that I can testify

of the truth of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ; it is indeed the
power of God unto salvation. To-
day, instead of having enemies in

Independence, Jackson county, Mis-
souri, Brother Bennion informs me
there are many friends there w^ho do
not belong to our faith. There were
very many people in that country
that were not our friends, at the

time of the gathering of our people
there, and of their settlement in that

county ; they far outnumbered us
and were our bitter foes. Today
they are friendly to our people ; and
I am glad that this is so. I am glad
that our people have the opportunity
once more of standing upon those

sacred places that were designated
by the Prophet Joseph Smith to be
prominent cities, dwelling places for

the Latter-day Saints some time in

the future. We have a mission es-

tablished there, a house of worship,

and able missionaries under the

president of that mission proclaming
the Gospel on the very land from
which the Saints were driven in

olden time. "In olden times" I do
not mean ages or centuries ago, but

during the history that this people

have made in tlie last eighty-five

years.

Things have turned in our favor

in many places where we were at

one time very greatly in disfavor,

and I attribute this to the fact that

this is indeed a progressive work.
Tt is being taught by able mission-

aries to the people of this land, and
they are beginning to realize that

there is some good in "Mormon-
The Lord is evidencing byi<^m.

His power and blessings that they

are His people indeed. Many
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strangers have been willing to ad-
mit, although they have not had suf-
ficient testimony of the Gospel to

embrace it, that there is much good
in "Mormonism," and that it has
brought to pass many good things.
It has gathered men and women
from every land and chme of the
civilized world ; all of the Christian
nations have contributed some of
their population to this great move-
ment, and their unification, their un-
ion of purpose, have testified that
they are being brought into unity
of faith, and speaking the same lan-

guage. Amalgamating together the
gathered of the nations that have
come to this place, I am reminded
of that Mr. Brown who was long
the bodyguard of Queen Victoria.
He said to the beautiful Danish
princess, whom the Prince had
chosen for a wife, "In welcoming
thee all Danes are we." I think that
in welcoming the Latter-day Saints
to this land that has been prepared
for their gathering, we can say we
are all one nation, one people, that
we are one in purpose of heart, that
we are worshiping one God, and
that we have one faith, one baptism,
one Lord.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice

today in this testimony. I can say,

in conclusion, when I look at this

work and its progress, and when I

realize the faith of our leaders, I

feel like repeating what Queen Eliz-

abeth said, when the Bishop of Can-
terbury placed the crown upon her
l)row, "The Lord has done it and it

is marvelous in our eyes." Amen.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.
fOf the First Council of Seventy.)

In placing upon record a num-
ber of visions granted to him when
a prisoner upon the Isle of Patmos,

the beloved disciple of the Lord,
Jr^hn, recorded this

:

"I saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven having the everlasting
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell
on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue and people,
"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,

and give glory to Him; for the hour
of_His judgment is come: and worship
Him that made heaven and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters."

Two very great things are implied
in that scripture. First of all it is

evident that "the hour of God's
judgment" we naturally think of as
in some way connected with a great
epoch in relation to the earth and
its history. "In the hour of God's
judgment," it would appear from
this scripture, men Avould be
without the Gospel,—every nation
and kindred and tongue and people,
—or else why should there be need
of the Lord sending an angel to re-

store that Gospel to the world in the
hour of His judgment, if it was al-

ready on the earth. In the time of
His judgment, also, it appears that
every nation, kindred and tongue
and people would be worshiping
some other Deity than God who cre-

ated the heavens and the earth and
the seas and the fountains of water

;

or else why this call to all nations to

return to the worship of the true
and the living God, creator of

heaven and earth?
The other great thing that is im-

plied in this prophecy is the fact

that in the hour of God's judgment
He w^ould restore the Gospel to the
earth by the ministration of an
angel.

Those two things, I think, stand
out strongly in this scripture, and
it is generally understood I think
in the Church that the dispensation

o'f the Gospel given "unto us.


