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presidents of stakes and 10 presi-

dents of missions have spoken and
borne testimony, and I regret that

we did not occupy all day yester-

day, as well as the Sabbath and
Monday and today, in hearing the

testimonies of our brethren who
stand at the head of the vari-

ous stakes and missions of the

Church. I think we have heard very

much to convince us that the Lord
has made wise choice in the selec-

tion of those men, who have spoken
to us, to occupy the important posi-

tions they are called unto.

It will be necessary on account of

the shortness of time to change our
course a little. Brother Smoot will

be leaving us to attend to his duties

at Washington, we would like to

have him express himself and bear

his testimony before he goes. The
other brethren of the Twelve and of

the Seventies will be with us and
will visit you from time to time, and
you will hear from them again. We
will now give a few moments of the

time to Brother Smoot.

ELDER REED SMOOT.

The Saints pray for the President and
leading men of the nation.—Amer-
ican people opposed to war, and
conquest of countries.—Intense in-

terest in welfare of Country and
Church.—An appeal for thrift and
economy.—Prayer for the world's
peace.

What a splendid conference we
have had, and what wonderful tes-

timonies have been given, and what
a rich outpouring of the Spirit of

the Lord has attended those who
have addressed this conference.

During the few moments that I

stand before you today I pray the,

blessings of heaven to be with me.

I want the people to know that my

whole being has been, in tune with
the testimonies that have been
borne and the admonitions that

have been given, and I thank rav

Father in heaven for the privilege I

have had of being with you at this

conference.

My heart rejoiced when Presi-

dent Smith, in his opening state-

ment to this conference, said that

the Church "ever was in a better

condition spiritually and temporalis

than it is todav. Mv brethren and
sisters, I believe that God intends

that as the people grow in the spir-

itual things of life so shall they be

blessed with the temporal things of

life. We have heard many testi-

monies during this conference of

the wonderful prosoeritv of the

nponle of Utah, and I am so thank-
ful for it. I am thankful to mv
heavenly father that our country is

enioying oeace, and as far as I am
concerned. I believe that there has
not been a moment that our coun-
try was in danger of becoming in-

volved in this wicked and unjusti-

fiable European war. I have been

taueht all mv life, and so have you.

to prav for the rulers of the world,

to nrav for the President of the

United States, to nrav for the law-
makers of ah countries, and partic-

ularly our own ;to prav for the sfov-

ernors of states, the legislatures of

states and all who make and admin-
ister the law : but. mv brethren and
sisters, that does not mean that we
must annrove of all that men do in

those positions. It- is our right to

ask our heavenly Father to give all

men wisdom and judgment. I

measured mv words when I said

that I do not believe that there has

been a moment that our countrv

was in danger of becoming" involved
m this wicked and unjustifiable

European war. There are so many
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reasons for this that I haven't the

time this afternoon to even mention
a tithe of them, but first and above
all is the fact that there are a hun-
dred million of American people

that are opposed to war. And
again, I believe when the true his- .

tory of the war is written, after the

close of the war, it will be found
that the greed for expansion of ter-

ritory, the ambition for greater

power, and not least, if the last that

T mention, a desire to control the

commerce of the world will be re-

corded as the fundamental reasons

for the war. We should thank our

Creator that our country, the one in

which our liberties are so well pro-,

tected, has no ambition to rule the

world by force ; that it has more
interest in the commerce of its own
country than it has to control the

commerce of the world, and that

her people do not want another foot

of land of any foreign power.

I believe what has been testified

to in relation to the prosperity of

the people today. I wish that it

had come through some other way
than through the channels of mur-
der and war ; and I now call the at-

tention of the people to the fact that

this horrible massacre of human be-

ings must cease before long, and

when it does the products of our

state and of the intermountain

country will not be so highly prized,

and will not bring in dollars and
cents what they are bringing today.

And I plead with all that while this

prosperity exists., unfortunate as the

cause of it is, that you save a part

of your gains for the future. I am
deeply sensitive of the jealousy I

have for the growth and develop-

ment and thrift of my country and

my Church, and I desired to speak

upon the subject of thrift, but T

haven't time to discuss it at length.

I must be content with the time at

my disposal, to present the question

as it were in headlines, and let ev-

ery one present make the argument
for himself.

In speaking of thrift I mean
thrift in its broadest sense, the kind

that makes better men, better wom-
en, better children, thrift that will

build a better nation. We often

mistake what thrift means. It

means more than the mere saving
of money. It means prosperity,

good husbandry, good farming,

economical management, frugalitv.

It means individual efficiency. It

means order and system. It means
character building in its broadest
sense, morally, temporallv and spir-

itually. The thrift that I desire to

impress upon you today does not

mean stinginess ; it does not mean
miserliness, nor does it mean upon
the other hand a wild extrava-

gance ; rather would I say that it

means a walk of life between the

two that I believe our heavenly
Father intended His children to fol-

low. Thrift and thriving mean the

same thing. A farmer who lets his

broken fences go unrepaired, his

farm implements remain in the field

all winter is not a thrifty farmer. A
wife who throws into the garbage
can enough food to feed another

family, which often is the case, is

not a thrifty woman. And do vou
know, my brethren and sisters, that

it is estimated that there is wasted
throueh the garbage cans of the

United States over a billion dollars

a year. There is enough in that one

statement to make a sermon. I re-

member preaching a sermon, years

ago, upon the waste of the swill-

barrel and many told me it was
greatly appreciated. Remember that

leakage and waste are the universal

enemies of all forms of thrift and
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progress. We find it in smoking,

we find it in drinking, we find in

homes that we enter thousands of

little things going to waste for want
of immediate care. I never see such

waste but that I think, "A stitch

in time saves nine." I wish that

every one fully understood the true

significance of that statement.

Thrift never despises little begin-

nings.

One day President McKinley and
Mark Hanna were entering a street

car. It was when McKinley was a

congressman, and just after he had
secured the passage of the McKin-
ley tariff bill through the House of

Representatives ; and as they step-

ped on a car Mr. McKinley paid ten

cents for tickets for himself and
Mark Hanna. As soon as they sat

down Hanna turned to McKinley
and said : "I wish that I could

make a tariff bill such as you passed
through the House today, yet I

think you are the most wasteful

man that I ever knew." McKinlev
asked him why. "Why," Hanna
said, "you could have bought six

tickets for a quarter, and you paid

ten cents for two of them, a clear

loss of nearlv twenty per cent. No
wonder you have been poor all your
life."

Remember the first hundred dol-

lars that you save will be the hard-

est for you to acquire. To do so

sometimes requires self-sacrifice

and it always requires self-control.

Now, my brothers and sisters, I

have trespassed on the time alloted

me already. I wish that I had time

to discuss fully the question of
thrift. I would like to have the

principle of thrift made a part of

vour lives ; for the Lord has prom-
ised that His people should be

blessed as no other people in tem-
poral affairs as well as spiritually

;

and remember this, that "God helps

those who help themselves." I trust

that the Latter-day Saints will by

honesty, energy and thrift helo

themselves that our heavenly Fath-

er can better help them.

I want to leave with you my tes-

timony ; for I know that this is the

work of the Lord. I never felt

prouder of my standing in the

Church than I do today. I never
felt a stronger desire to accomplish

all that God would have me accom-
plish than I do at this moment ; and
I pray that His blessing may be

upon all the people, not only the

Latter-day Saints, but all the hon-
est in heart throughout the world
and may peace come to the world in

the Lord's own due time ; may the
European war be overruled for

good and the people of the world be

ultimately blessed through it. God
knows how this can be brought
about. May peace ever be with us

is my prayer in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

AUTHORITIES SUSTAINED.

Elder Heber J. Grant presented

the names of the General Author-
ities of the Church, to be voted upon
by the assembly, as follows

:

Joseph F. Smith, as Prophet, Seer
and Revelator and President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.

Anthon H. Lund, as First Coun-
selor in the First Presidency.

Charles W. Penrose, as Second
Counselor in the First Presidency.

Francis M. Lyman as President

of the Twelve Apostles.

As members of the Council of

Twelve Apostles : Francis M. Ly-
man, Heber J. Grant, Rudger Claw-
son, Reed Smoot, Hyrum M. Smith,


