
ELDER ANTHONY IV. IVINS. 55

as preaching, always and wherever
our lots may be cast, by the con-

sistent exemplary life. If we have
uppermost in our minds and hearts

the saving of souls we will find am-
ple opportunity of laboring to this

end.

I bear my testimony to you, my
brethren and sisters, of the truth of

these things which I do in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

A contralto solo entitled, "Sup-
plication" was sung by Sister Ma-
mie F. Stark ; it was written by
S. B. Mitton.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

Evidences of continued and acceler-
ated progress of the Church—Im-
portant mission of the Church in

Peace movement—The Saints an
example of peace and righteousness
—Vital questions now perplexing
the world—Present great need of
nations is just men to make and ad-
minister laws—'Responsibility of the
people to elect good men—The
Church wants prohibition.

The proceedings of this confer-

ence, my brethren and sisters, have
been very gratifying to me as I be-

lieve they have to all of the Latter-

day Saints who have been present.

The definite, unmistakable manner
in which the fundamental doctrines

.of the Church have been presented

by the Presidency, the testimony to

the divinity of the work which has

been borne by the presiding author-

ities of the Church and our breth-

ren who have addressed us, the re-

ports made to us in regard to the

development and progress of the

Church during the past fourteen

years have all been very gratifying

indeed to me, and T think ought to

put at rest any doubt, if doubt there

is, or has been, either in the Church

or out of it, as to its development,

its progress, its stability.

I have been thinking that if com-
parative figures were available, it

would be seen that since the organi-

zation of the Church, eighty-six

years ago until today, development

has been consistent and constant,

that from year to year the Church
has gained greater strength, greater

prestige, and that greater faith has

come to the people as the years have
passed. I have been asking myself

the question, what will the next

fifteen years of the history of the

Church develop? Where will we
be, what will be our numbers, what
will be our increased influence in

the world, what progress will the

Church of Christ have made? I

look forward with optimism be-

cause I believe that, just as from
year to year there has been greater

development, just as during the

fourteen years of the history of the

Church, which have been reviewed,

its progress has been greater com-
paratively, perhaps, than at any-

other period of its history, so in the

future will there be increased de-

velopment. This is the Lord's

work and is in the world to pre-

vail, to become better understood

and to gain greater influence for

good among the people.
T have been thinking if we could

confine ourselves to this environ-

ment, if we could always be to-

gether, if we could always enjoy

the spirit of testimony and assur-

ance as the Lord gives it to us in

these conferences, we ought to be

a very happy, and contented, and
satisfied people, and I believe that

we are as a rule. But we go out

from these conferences, and find

ourselves in the world a very small

part of the world, but nevertheless,

a very important part of it, because
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the work of the Lord is not con-

fined to the state of Utah; it is not

confined to these United States ; it

is a world work, and consequently

it must be vitally interested in

world conditions, and its influence

and power must be exercised in the

affairs of the world if its destiny is

to be accomplished. So as I have
thought of the peace which pre-

vails at home, of the satisfactory-

condition of the Church and the

comparatively satisfactory condi-

tion of our country compared with

other countries of the world, I

reach the conclusion that our work
is not by any means accomplished.

It is just beginning, the influence

that we expect to attain, the power
of the Gospel for good, the estab-

lishment of peace and order in the

'religious and the civil world, for

we cannot separate them, is a mis-

sion that has tremendous possibil-

ities. Perhaps I should not say

possibilities, but tremendous cer-

tainty before it.

I have been thinking, while sit-

ting here, of the words of Paul.

Some of his words have been quot-

ed this afternoon. He wrote, you
know, to Timothy whom he ad-

dressed as his son, one who had
accepted the truth just as we have
accepted it. The spirit of those

epistles, his whole admonition to

Timothy was that he should con-

tinue devoted to the Lord, that he

should retain the faith, never wav-
ering ; that he should remember the

law of the Lord which he had
pledged himself to keep and ob-

serve; that he should remember to

honor and uphold the law of the

land; and being devoted to these

doctrines himself, admonish all

other men and women to observe

them. That he should teach men
to keep the commandments of the

Lord ; that he should teach them to

be industrious, providing for their

own families, avoiding extrav-

agance ; that he should teach wom-
en to be modest in their apparel,

not adorning themselves extrav-

agantly. That he should teach the

poor to be obedient and acknowl-

edge God in their poverty, and the

rich to seek righteousness rather

than riches, admonishing them that

the love of money was the root of all

evil, but that if they acquired

riches they must acknowledge God
in it and give Him the credit. He
told him that these things must be

taught in the Church in order that

men's feet might be firmly estab-

lished in the truth ; for he bore wit-

ness that the time would come,

which he called the last days, when
men would be lovers of their own-
selves, rather than lovers of God

;

they would be covetous, boasters,

proud, blasphemous, disobedient,

unthankful, unholy, without natural

affection, truce-breakers, false ac-

cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers

of those that are good, traitors,

heady, high-minded, lovers of pleas-

ure more than lovers of God, hav-

ing a form of godliness but deny-

ing the power thereof. From all

such turn away, for such people

he says, are ever learning yet never

able to come to a knowledge of the

truth. Comparing the condition of

the Church with the condition

which prevails in the world gener-

ally, I thought of these words of

the apostle-prophet. Do you know,

my brethren and sisters,, how fruit-

less, in acomplishment have been

the teachings of modern Christian-

ity? The Christian world is en-

gaged in deadly strife, nation ar-

rayed against nation, people against

people. They have taken up the

sword one against the other, are
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killing each other, and yet profes-

sing to be followers of the Redeem-
er of the world, all having the

Bible, all having the word of the

Lord as it is contained here in these

scriptures, and yet are engaged in

the most heartless and bloody war
the world has ever known, in mod-
ern times at least.

While Brother Grant was quot-

ing statistics this morning I thought
of, and during the noon hour copied

from remarks made in the British

Parliament, just a few days ago,

by the Premier of England, these

facts, that the European War is

costing Great Britain alone twenty-

five millions of dollars every day,

or nine billion, one hundred twenty-

five million dollars a year—figures

that are staggering, almost beyond
our comprehension. Statesmen in

that country, and not in that coun-

try alone, for the very same ques-

tion is being asked here in the

United States, are asking what can

we do to be saved? It is not so

much spiritual salvation that they

are asking for, but to save our-

selves from ourselves, for they rea-

lize that this dissipation and waste

in the wealth of the world cannot

long continue, to say nothing of the

waste in human life and human sac-

rifice which is being made. So
these statesmen in England begin to

look around for means of retrench-

ment. The English people are

warned against extravagance, they

are warned against needless ex-

penditures ; and among other

things, and one of the most import-,

ant things to which their attention

is being called, is the fact that in

that country every year there is ex-

pended for strong drink and nar-

cotics, that might better be done
without, the tremendous sum of

five hundred fifty millions of dol-

lars, or half a billion dollars every

year.

We are not asking in the United
States, so directly, what we may do
to be saved, but we are asking what
can we do to perpetuate existing

conditions ? Can we save ourselves

from this world war? Will we be

attacked? Will our resources be

too dissipated and wasted? Men
advocate greater navies, greater

armies, stronger fortifications, in

order that the God-given principles

of liberty that exist in the United
States, as they exist in no other part

of the world, may be maintained
and this heritage of our fathers be
perpetuated. They are vital ques-

tions, questions that are before the

world. They are before us and we
cannot escape nor shirk them. Now
there must be a cause for this con-

dition, and a remedy, and I take it

for granted that if I see, or think

I see the cause, and if I see or think

I see the remedy, it is not only my
privilege but my duty to say so. I

asked myself the question, the first

day of this conference, in what
does the strength of the Church
consist? And the answer very

readily came to me—in the first

place it is the work of the Lord re-

stored to the earth in the dispen-

sation in which we live, divinely

established through the instrumen-

tality of the Prophet Joseph Smith
;

the Gospel in its fulness has come
to us. We understand it, we know
that the laws and ordinances, of the

Church are perfect, but I thought

to myself, except those laws and
ordinances are administered in

righteousness, by trustworthy men,
they amount to nothing. We may
have the word of the Lord. We
may profess righteousness, we may
know His will, but if the will of the

Lord is not manifest in our works.
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works being the expression of faith,

they amount to nothing. I know
that you could begin at the very
head of the Church,and go down
through all these quorums, to the

presidents of stakes, the members
of high councils, the bishops of

wards, those who preside over the

auxiliary organizations of the

Church, and you will find that every
man of them are selected with the

greatest care, because of their in-

tegrity, and integrity expresses it

all. If a man profess faith in God
and has integrity, he will adhere to

God's commandments ; and you will

find in the Church that these are

clean men, devoted men. You
cannot find an immoral man
among them, not one. You cannot
find an intemperate man amon»'
them, you cannot find a man whose
word is not to be relied upon, you
cannot find a man who is a hypo-
crite, who professes religion and
does not exemplify it in his life;

and that constitutes the strength of

the Church, the strength of the

men who are in it and who control

its affairs. There can be no strength

in the Church, there can be no
strength in the state, except that

condition shall prevail, no matter
what the constitutional law of the

land may be.

They have just as good a consti-

tution in Mexico as we have in the

United States, but there has never
been men there to execute it. They
have perverted the laws ; men have
transgressed the law of God,
changed the ordinances of the

Church, and broken the everlasting

covenant, while they profess to

speak in the name of the Lord, so

have men there perverted the just

laws that have been written into

the statute books by their fathers,

until anarchy and confusion pre-

vail. Now, in the scripture that I

have read, Paul said the conditions

referred to there would come in the

last days. The Lord said to the

Prophet Joseph, "In the last days,

even now, the day in which I am
beginning my work, the angels of

the Lord stand ready constantly

crying to Him to be permitted to

go out and reap down the world,

for the harvest is ripe." So we are

living in the last days. Do you
need to be told that men manifest-

ing in their lives the condition re-

ferred to by Paul exist? We come
in contact with them wherever we
go, and so I say—and I have little

fear of successful contradiction

—

that the condition of confusion that

exists in the world, both in the re-

ligious and in the civil world, is the

result of the administration of the

affairs of the church, and of the

state by men who have departed
from the way of the Lord. They
are not men of faith, they take

honor to themselves, they do not

give Him the credit. They misin-

terpret the word of the Lord, be-

cause to properly interpret it would
defeat their purposes.

Now, what is the remedy? Our
Church needs no present remedy
because it adheres to the word of

the Lord, as I have borne witness

to you. The responsibility of call-

ing these men to conduct its af-

fairs rests with the presiding au-

thorities of the Church. Every one
of these men know how they have
been catechised, how their lives have
been scrutinized and criticised be-

fore they are called to responsible

positions, and they know that they

must pass successfully that criti-

cism if they are selected and sus-

tained as representatives of the

Lord's work and that if one of

them should cease to be a man of
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integrity and character, no matter

who he may be, one of us or one
of them, the minute we depart from
the way of the Lord, we lose

our place. The minute we forget

the obligation which rests upon us

in His service, no matter what may
have been our calling, the moment
we place our personal affairs before

the affairs of the kingdom, the min-

ute we seek to gratify our own am-
bition or to accomplish our own
selfish purposes through the influ-

ences of the priesthood, the Lord
has told us that we lose the power
that He has given us, and amen to

the priesthood or authority of that

man. He cannot be an immoral or

wicked man and hold his place in

the Church. Just as long as that

condition continues, the Church is

absolutely safe.

The state needs the very same
thing. 1 am going to assume to

say that the one thing in the world

that is needed today, the one great

preparedness that the world needs

is the men—men of integrity, men
of faith, men of economy, men of

industry, men who will control and

manage your public affairs as you

manage and control your private

affairs, men selected by the voice

of the people.

If conditions of confusion exist

in the world I always look to the

word of the Lord for a remedy, be-

cause I believe in it, I believe in it

as He gave it to His people an-

ciently, I believe in it as He re-

vealed it to us through His prophet

in this dispensation, I believe in it

as it comes to us through living or-

acles of God who declare His word
to us in the day in which we live.

Tf the word of the Lord is to be de-

pended upon the safety and de-

velopment and welfare of the peo-

ple of all nations depends upon the

selection of good men, and honest

men, and righteous men to repre-

sent them in public affairs.

How are you going to separate

the church from the state ? The
state controls the church abso-

lutely, controls your property, con-

trols your lives. It takes your
property from you if it wishes, it

presses you into service, it declares

war or makes peace and you cannot

avoid it, however much you may
desire, and however much we may
claim that we are independent, that

what we have belongs to us. After
all the finality is that the state con-

trols us. Is it necessary or im-

portant, then, that good men ad-

minister public affairs, trustworthy

men ? It seems to me that it is

;

not only necessary, but absolutely

indispensable, and that is the rea-

son I am calling your attention to

it. There can be no peace, there

can be no perpetuity of the institu-

tions of this country without it,

there can be no proper development
in this state of ours without it.

I don't know that I need take

time to read it to you, but here, in

the Doctrine and Covenants, the

Lord tells us that in order that these

conditions may be maintained it is

our duty to seek out good men, and
wise men and just men to control

our civil affairs. I want to put

emphasis on these words "Seek
out." It seems to me that it has

almost come to a point when, in-

stead of seeking out men to serve

us, we sit suplinely down and let

the men seek the office and hunt

their way in. A man said to me the

other day, "I have been approached
and asked to run for governor. I

have been told that if I can put up
ten thousand dollars I will have a

good chance to be elected." That
kind of politics is dangerous. Men
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ought to be sought out by the peo-

ple. Do you know what the Lord
said to the Nephites who lived upon
this continent of ours, and who
were destroyed because of the very

forces to which I am referring?

Mosiah said, when they would have
elected him king, that it was not

wise, nor proper that a king should

be elected among them, but rather

he said let men be chosen by the

voice of the people to frame laws,

and administer them. It was done,

and they administered the law in

righteousness. For sixty years

there was peace but at the end of

that time there came an element in-

to the politics of the nation which,

under the very same laws, the very

same constitution, so ingratiated

themselves into the hearts of the

people that the majority voted for

wicked men instead of good ones,

and the historian bears record that

in the beginning of that sixtieth

year, when the majority of the peo-

ple accepted wicked men as their

chief judges and rulers, their dis-

solution and destruction com-
menced.

So it is going to continue to be

in all nations, and I wanted to sound
this note of warning. Men who do
the will of the people should be
sought for office. Have I had any
reason to doubt that the will of the

people will be done, or has been

done by men that you have elected

to office, I think you only need to

review the history of the last six

years for an answer to this ques-

tion. In a congregation similar to

this the Presidency of the Church,

the presiding authorities of the

Church, expressed themselves

clearly and unmistakably upon a

great issue which was before the

people, and we voted here to sus-

tain that issue. The words were

published, and have gone out to the

world, and repeatedly you have
sent men up here who absolutely

ignored it, ignored your will, for

I believe it was the will of the ma-
jority. Who was responsible for

it? We don't want you to hold us
responsible. We do not elect

legislators. You who hold the

franchise in this state are responsi-

ble and if you don't want good
laws, if you want this state to con-
tinue to stand abashed and humili-

ated among its neighbors, if you
want it to continue to sustain the

two most pernicious influences that

are at work today in the world for

the destruction of your sons and
daughters, go on sending up men
that will vote for liquor, for open
saloons, and with them for houses
of prostitution, and it won't be very
long till you will get it. I tell you
that you must control it, you must
subject it to your will, or it will

subject you to its will.

I do not want to be misunder-
stood on this question. If you are

like those people to whom I have
referred, if the majority want a

wicked man, a man who will dis-

regard your will send him up ; but

do not be deceived ; in the words of
Rudyard Kipling, "Do not allow
knaves to twist the truth men utter

to make traps for foolish men and
women," and lead them to believe

that truth is error, and error truth

;

but exercise your judgment, with
the Spirit of the Lord to direct

you, and take this matter in hand
and control it. There has been no
change of policy so far as the

Church is concerned upon that

great question of prohibition. It

stands right where it did in the be-

ginning. We are for it and want
it.

God bless vou, my brethren and
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sisters, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PATRIARCH HYRUM G. SMITH.

Testimony that the Lord is pleased
with His Church officials—Duty of

Church members to marry in the

Temple—Man and wife should be of

same religious faith—Observance of

Word of Wisdom enjoined—Won-
ders of sound transmission—Bless-

ings invoked upon the Church and
its members.

My brethren and sisters, I am
grateful for the privilege of stand-

ing before you for a few moments.
I know that this is the work of the

Lord, and I am very grateful to

Him for the experiences I have re-

ceived in His service during my
visits throughout the Stakes of

Zion ; I have visited nearly all of

them during the last three and a

half years. I have made a number
of observations, and have learned

that the Lord is pleased with those

who preside over the Church, those

whom He has honored to hold re-

sponsible positions, who have been

referred to in this conference as

the General Authorities of the

Church, including the presidencies

of stakes of Zion, high councilors,

the bishoprics of wards, and many
others who bear the Holy Priest-

hood. This is my testimony, the

Spirit of the Lord is with them
wherever they are called to labor,

even from the greatest down to the

least.

The blessings of the Lord are

with this people, yet in spite of this

condition there are a few things ex-

isting in our midst with which the

Lord is not pleased. I have noticed

this particularly among some of our

young people. Our young people

are choice, they are the sons and

daughters of Israel, the chosen

blood of Ephraim, upon whom re-

sponsibility rests in this age. The
thing to which I specially refer that

is not pleasing in the sight of the

Lord, nor to our faithful fathers

and mothers in Israel, is the fact

that too many of our boys and girls,

choice young men and women, are

not availing themselves of the bless-

ings of the Lord as administered in

the Holy Temples. To the Latter-

day Saints, the Lord has given His

law, which provides that if they

abide not by it, there will come a

time when there will be weeping
and wailing, distress and sorrow,

and we do not have to wait until

after death, either, because we see

these conditions in this life, because

of our disobedience, and because of

the fact that altogether too many of

our young people, when they mar-
ry, accept the laws of the land only,

and not the laws of God, both of

which are legal and lawful as far as

this life is concerned, but only the

laws of God are valid after death.

This conduct on the part of many of

our young people, to marry outside

the Temples, or to marry those not

of their own faith is not pleasing in

the sight of the Lord. I counsel my
brothers and sisters, particularly

those who are born and raised in

the Church, to avail themselves of

the blessings of the House of the

Lord ; and, if they are not now pre-

pared to do this, that they humble
themselves and repent, and prepare
to live worthy of the teachings of

their faithful parents.

Very much has been said in this

conference about the Word of Wis-
dom. I believe that the time has
passed when the Lord will look up-
on us as a people, or as individuals,

and, as was said anciently, will wink
at our failings and weaknesses. I


