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sisters, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PATRIARCH HYRUM G. SMITH.

Testimony that the Lord is pleased
with His Church officials—Duty of

Church members to marry in the

Temple—Man and wife should be of

same religious faith—Observance of

Word of Wisdom enjoined—Won-
ders of sound transmission—Bless-

ings invoked upon the Church and
its members.

My brethren and sisters, I am
grateful for the privilege of stand-

ing before you for a few moments.
I know that this is the work of the

Lord, and I am very grateful to

Him for the experiences I have re-

ceived in His service during my
visits throughout the Stakes of

Zion ; I have visited nearly all of

them during the last three and a

half years. I have made a number
of observations, and have learned

that the Lord is pleased with those

who preside over the Church, those

whom He has honored to hold re-

sponsible positions, who have been

referred to in this conference as

the General Authorities of the

Church, including the presidencies

of stakes of Zion, high councilors,

the bishoprics of wards, and many
others who bear the Holy Priest-

hood. This is my testimony, the

Spirit of the Lord is with them
wherever they are called to labor,

even from the greatest down to the

least.

The blessings of the Lord are

with this people, yet in spite of this

condition there are a few things ex-

isting in our midst with which the

Lord is not pleased. I have noticed

this particularly among some of our

young people. Our young people

are choice, they are the sons and

daughters of Israel, the chosen

blood of Ephraim, upon whom re-

sponsibility rests in this age. The
thing to which I specially refer that

is not pleasing in the sight of the

Lord, nor to our faithful fathers

and mothers in Israel, is the fact

that too many of our boys and girls,

choice young men and women, are

not availing themselves of the bless-

ings of the Lord as administered in

the Holy Temples. To the Latter-

day Saints, the Lord has given His

law, which provides that if they

abide not by it, there will come a

time when there will be weeping
and wailing, distress and sorrow,

and we do not have to wait until

after death, either, because we see

these conditions in this life, because

of our disobedience, and because of

the fact that altogether too many of

our young people, when they mar-
ry, accept the laws of the land only,

and not the laws of God, both of

which are legal and lawful as far as

this life is concerned, but only the

laws of God are valid after death.

This conduct on the part of many of

our young people, to marry outside

the Temples, or to marry those not

of their own faith is not pleasing in

the sight of the Lord. I counsel my
brothers and sisters, particularly

those who are born and raised in

the Church, to avail themselves of

the blessings of the House of the

Lord ; and, if they are not now pre-

pared to do this, that they humble
themselves and repent, and prepare
to live worthy of the teachings of

their faithful parents.

Very much has been said in this

conference about the Word of Wis-
dom. I believe that the time has
passed when the Lord will look up-
on us as a people, or as individuals,

and, as was said anciently, will wink
at our failings and weaknesses. I
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believe that the Lord expects the

youths of Israel today to live clean

and pure lives, and leave alone the

things which He has said are not

good for us. My exhortation to the

youths of Israel today, and to the

parents in Israel, that we should

obey the laws of the Lord, and ab-

stain from the things which He has

said are not good for us, repent of

our present failings, and live here-

after in accordance with the laws of

God. Let the youths of Israel se-

cure their blessings in the House of

the Lord, that their future genera-

tions may not condemn and cen-

sure them for having neglected

their privileges as fathers and moth-

ers.

I am thankul for the blessings of

the House of the Lord, and I thank

the Lord for my present standing in

the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints. I know that the

Lord lives and that He will hear

and answer our prayers. As a peo-

ple, our prayers will be answered if

we will humble ourselves and call

upon the Lord in faith. We are

living in an age when developments

in the scientific world are bringing

forth many valuable lessons. There

are many good men and women in

the world who do not humble them-
selves in prayer because they can-

not see and understand the philos-

ophy of it, they cannot reason it out

in their own minds. Some of those

who possess bright minds have in-

vented and manufactured apparatus

with which they can send the hu-

man voice across the continent, or

ocean, thousands of miles, even

without the use of wires, but yet in-

dividuals of such intellectual ability

do not humble themselves sufficient-

ly to admit that in the human mind
there is an apparatus which has the

power, if operated in obedience to

the laws of God, to send the human
voice into the heavens. This is a

force which the world's scientists

do not understand at present ; but,

as Latter-day Saints, we have been
praying to our Father in heaven for

many years, and have learned that

our prayers will be answered as

long as we keep our minds in tune
with the Spirit of the Lord. The
key-note to it all is humility and
faith. 1 pray that the Lord will

bless us with faith to understand
and appreciate the plainness of the

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,

and render obedience to it. May we
comprehend the revelations, live by
them, and teach them to our chil-

dren that they also may live by
them. May the youths of Israel be
valiant in defense of the truth and
live worthy to receive the promised
blessings.

By virtue of my calling, I bless

this people, the Latter-day Saints

in all the world. May God bless all

Israel ; bless the choice youths of

Israel that they may have confi-

dence in their parents' teachings,

and listen to them with honor and
respect. May we not turn away
from sacred things, and laugh or

scoff at them, but may we have in

our minds respect and reverence for

sacred things and sacred rites, that

the Lord may not withhold His
blesssings from us. I pray the

blessings of the Lord upon you, and
upon the Church from first to last,

all the faithful in the House of

Israel, gathered and scattered, that

the time may speedily come, my
brethren and sisters, when the pur-

poses of the Lord shall be accom-
plished in the earth. May we think

seriously of the sacred things of

life, and not turn away from the

laws of God nor the blessings prom-
ised to the children of Israel in
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these the last days. I pray our
Father's blessings upon us all in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

"God bless our mountain home."

Sarah L. Wood, James Moncarr
and the choir.

Elder Rey L. Pratt offered the

closing prayer.

Conference adjourned until Sun-
a duet and chorus, was rendered by day, April 9th, at 10 a. m.


