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withstanding her children are scat-

tered." Teach these things to your
sons and daughters. Tell them why
their ancestors came to this land. It

was for something more than to re-

deem a desert, and found a State.

They came here to prepare them-
selves for a far greater work, and
the lion is only crouching before

he springs. God bless vou. Amen.

Sister Romania Hyde rendered a

violin solo, with organ accompani-

ment by Prof. John J. McClellan.

ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR.

The Latter-day Saints have received
the words of eternal life

—
"Christi-

ans" who do not believe in Christ's

Divinity—Man's reason needs the
Spirit's guidance—Prevalent disbe-

lief in Scripture statements—The
Infinite cannot be comprehended
by finite reasoning — Falacious
dogmas of modern scientists—Es-
sentiality of Spiritual guidance dem-
onstrated.

My brethren and sisters, I am
very greatly impressed, this morn-
ing, with the many evidences that

proclaim this to be in very deed the

place—the place of Zion ; that here

are found the people of the Lord
with whom He has made covenant,

and who have made covenant with

Him to serve Him and keep His
commandments ; that Zion will

grow and prosper until her fame
shall fill the earth and her glory

and majesty shall cover the face

thereof.

I feel this morning very much as

Peter did in his answer to the Lord
after the feeding of the five thou-
sand, when he confessed the Lord
to be the Son of God. We read in

the sixth chapter of John's Gospel
that the Savior departed secretly

from the people after this miracle

was performed, and crossed to the

other side of the sea of Galilee, to

the city of Capernaum. The next
morning when the people dis-

covered that the Lord had departed,

they followed Him and asked when
He came hither, and Jesus rebuked
them because they had not followed

Him because of the things He
taught them, but because of the

loaves and fishes. He thereupon
instructed them to seek for the

meat which endureth unto everlast-

ing life which He could. give unto

them. They promptly informed
Him that their fathers did eat man-
na in the wilderness which was
bread from heaven. He answered
that the bread Moses gave was not

the true bread from heaven, but He
was the bread of life, and that who-
ever came to Him should never
hunger, and those who believed on
Him should never thirst. This

caused them to murmur, and to

make it more emphatic the Lord
declared unto them : "I am that

bread of life. Your fathers did

eat manna in the wilderness and
are dead. * * * I am the living

bread which cometh down from
heaven." He offended them still

more by saying, "Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man. and drink
his blood, ye have no life in you,"
referring to the ordinance which
He later instituted, the sacrament
of the Lord's supper. When He
made this statement they were
greatly offended, and manv of those
who had professed belief in Him
declared that it was a very hard
saying, and they could not receive
it. Or, as it is written: "From
that time many of His disciples

went back and walked no more
with Him. Then said Jesus unto
the twelve, Will ye also go away?
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Then Simon Peter answered Him

:

Lord to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living

God.
And I say, my brethren and sis-

ters, that I feel this morning, after

hearing the testimonies of the

brethren at this conference, very
much as Peter did in answering the

Lord. Where can we go and find

the words of eternal life? We
cannot turn to the right hand neith-

er to the' left for there spiritual

darkness reigns. Right here are to

be found the words of eternal life,

as they are given by revelation

and inspiration to the people of

Zion, and we know, as Peter did,

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God. This is our
message to the world ; and it is a

very timely message, for the so-

called Christian world is departing
from the fundamentals, if they ever

had them, of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. They are rejecting Him;
they do not accept Him as the

Christ, the Son of the Living God.
Now, I do not wish to be misunder-
stood, for I realize there are many
in the world who do accept Jesus

Christ as the Savior of mankind
and as the Son of God ; but the ten-

dency among the religious thinkers

arid speakers today is very largely

in the direction of which I speak.

During the year 1914, and run-

ning into the year 1915, a number
of articles appeared in the New
York Independent, one of the lead-

ing weekly papers of the LTnited

States which has a circulation in all

the states of the Union and in many
countries abroad. These articles

appeared at intervals of a week or

two during that year and were en-

titled, "What I believe and Why."

The writers were men who are

moulding the thought religiously

and educationally, of the people of

this land. I read quite a number of

these articles, and as I remember it

now, there was not among them all,

one declaration, clear cut and with-

out modification, accepting Jesus

Christ as the Only Begotten Son of

God, and the Redeemer of the

world ; and yet these articles were
written by men who profess to be

ministers of His gospel. They call

themselves Christians, but they

taught most everything else except

the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was
the Son of God. They were very

modern in their views, and accepted

the theories and the ideas that pre-

vail so largely now in the world, in

contrast and contradiction to the

Gospel of our Lord, as His doctrine

is set forth in the Holy Scriptures.

The final article of these papers, ap-

peared in the issue of that weekly
for March 15, 1915, and was en-

titled "The Sum of the Whole Mat-
ter. What I Believe and Why,"
and was introduced as the final

paper or word on these religious

subjects. The author of this final

paper was Dr. William Hays Ward.
I want to read to you just a few
sentences. Mr. Ward said :

"The sum of the whole matter is

this: Reason is the last arbiter; our
own reason, our individual reason, my
reason, nobody's else. There are vari-

ous sources of authority. Bible, or
church, or God, but each one must be
tested by our personal reason before
it is believed. We are all of us at

bottom rationalists, can not help be-

ing. What God is, whether there be a

God, we must decide by the best rea-

son we have. If we are made in the

image of God, that image is in reason,

not in body." Now I want }'OU to re-

flect and remember that. "If we are

made in the image of God," he says,

"that image is in reason, not in body;
and our little reason can and must get
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some true view of God, just as our
little blinking myopic eyes can truly,

if imperfectly, decry the infinite

spangled universe. Reason may see
faintly, even erringly, but it is all we
have to guide us. It may rest on
custom, tradition, social inheritance,
the teaching from childhood of those
whom we think possessed of more
knowledge and judgment than we, but
all our beliefs rest on such reason as
we have. * * It is by reason that
we too must test the Bible as well as

the Vedas, Moses as well as Hesiod or
Zarathustra. If we find in our Bible
anything of cosmogony, or history or
morals that does not approve itself to

our reason, we must reject it, we can
not help it. That did not, could not
come direct from God, but came
through fallible men, the framework
and the chord of whose harp was con-
structed after the fashion of their day,

and could not sound perfect music.
Reason prefers our school text-book
to our Bible on matters of geology
and astronomy, sifts Bible history by
comparison with contemporary rec-

ords recovered from the sands and
clay of ancient empires; and reason it

is that judges the teachings of Jesus
to be superior to the sacrificial cult of

Leviticus, or the cursings of Ezekiel
and Amos. Our light is better than
theirs, for our reason has more knowl-
edge, more experience, on which to

rest. The best human reason—I think

I do not err—whether it looks out-

ward or inward, finds God."

And I say it does not ! Reason is

all right when intelligently used.

There is not a principle of the gos-

pel that will not appeal to the rea-

son of man, for every principle of

the Gospel of Jesus Christ is rea-

sonable, clear and easily understood

with the aid of the spirit of truth.

But man cannot determine upon the

strength of his own reason unaided

by the Spirit of God the power and
saving grace of the gospel princi-

ples, and expect to find out God.

He cannot do it! The judgment of

these men in the world, is not by
any means as good as the judgment
of Ezekiel, the judgment of Amos

and the judgment of Leviticus, that

is, the word of the Lord as found
in the book of Leviticus; neither is

it as good as the judgment of Moses
or any other of the old prophets,

for the very good reason that Moses
and the prophets were led and di-

rected by the Spirit of God. These
men are not so led, they have re-

jected the Lord and in His place

have set up, as they did at one time

in the nation of France, the god of

reason which they worship, and
which leads them into all kinds of

errors because of their faulty and
erroneous reasoning, such as these

sentences express which I have read

to you.

Of course our reason is in the

form and the likeness of the reasor

of God our Father, but His is in-

finite and ours are limited and very

imperfect. And it is true, notwith-
standing what man may say or

think, that we were created in the

image of God physically, and this

man's reason unaided by the spirit

of truth has led him astray in this

regard because he has rejected the

assistance of the Holy Spirit.

I am reminded of an expression

found in the eleventh chapter of

the book of Job. One of his com-
forters expressed it but it is never-

theless a true statement. He said

to Job: "Canst thou by searching

find out God? Canst thou find out

the Almighty unto perfection?"

And the answer to that naturally is

:

No, you cannot, unaided by the

Holy Ghost ! It is impossible for

man to discover God unto perfec-

tion by the aid of his reason and
that -alone. We have the word of

God for it. Paul tells us in the

second chapter of Corinthians

:

"It is written, eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which
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God hath prepared for them that love
him, but God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit; for the Spirit search-
eth all things, yea, the deep things of

God. For what man knoweth the
things of man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? Even so the things
of God knoweth no man but the Spirit

of God." Or in other words, unless

he has the Spirit of God. "Now we
have received," he says, "not the spirit

of the world, but the spirit which is

of God; that we might know the things

that are freely given to us of God.
Which things also we speak, not in

the words which man's wisdom teach-

eth, but which the Holy Ghost teach-

eth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual. But the natural man re-

ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of

God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, be-

cause they are spiritually discerned."

Now these modern religionists

—

we have some of them in our own
city—I happen to think I have a

clipping- in my pocket from which

I want to read a paragrph to you.

This is the purported statement of

a minister of this city taken from

a discourse delivered not many
weeks ago. He said

:

"I for one can't see why men should

accept the proposition that there is^ a

hereafter simply because it is so writ-

ten in the books. What more did the

writers hundreds of years ago know
about that than we do, and why should

we particularly believe them? No
man has ever journeyed to the beyond
and returned to earth to prove to us

we do go on."

And I say he is wrong! But this

is the way these modern religion-

ists reason. Many of those who
have gone to the great beyond have

returned and we have witnesses

raised up in our dav who can tes-

tify that thev have seen and con-

versed with them. The Lord Him-
self, even the Son of God, appeared

in the Kirtland Temple to the

Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery and ministered to them.

The Prophet and Sidney Rigdon
saw the Son of God in heavenly

vision and they bore witness of it

and their testimony is a matter of

record before the world. They saw
Him and bore witness, as they de-

clared it, "last of all" that He lives

for they saw Him. Angels, who
are men that lived upon this earth

and have been glorified, receiving

their resurrection, returned and
conferred upon the heads of Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, keys
and powers and priesthood which
they held, and this same priesthood

has been handed down and you hold

it, my brethren.

It is the extreme of foolishness

for a man to rise up and say, be-

cause those who have gone to the

beyond have not appeared to him,

therefore they have not returned,

that no one has returned from the

great beyond to prove we do go on !

and to teach such nonsense in his

ignorance to the people, because it

appeals to his reason. He never
will receive such visitations and
knowledge as long as he holds to

such views, and rejects the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of the

world. Peter says:

"We have also a more sure word of
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts: knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the proph-
ecy came not in old time by the will

of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost."

Now this man asks, what did the

prophets of old know more than

we? And Mr. Ward, one of the

great teachers in the religious world
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asks the same question, or, declares

that we have more light and a bet-

ter vision than the prophets had,

because of our greater experience.

And I say unless we are in com-
munication and fellowship with the

Spirit of God we do not know as

well as they knew, for we have it

in the words of the chief of the

apostles that these holy men of old,

Moses, Elias, Elijah—all of the

prophets of old—spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, and that

which they declared to the people

was the vital truth. The Lord
taught His disciples that the mis-
sion of the Comforter, or Holy
Ghost, was to teach the truth and
that He would teach us and lead us

in all truth; that He would show
us things to come—which is the

spirit of prophecy. He would take

of the things of the Father and of
the Son and reveal them unto us,

providing, of course, that we are

in fellowship with Him. And so

Peter bears witness that thes*

prophets spoke under the inspira-

tion of the Lord and gave unto us

the word of the Lord.

We have even a greater witness.

The Lord Himself has borne record

of this fact. You remember hav-

ing read in the twenty-fourth chap-

ter of Luke how, after His resur-

rection, He walked along the road

with two of His disciples going to

the little city of Emmaus, not far

from Jerusalem, and the scriptures

say, their eyes were holden, that

they should not know Him. As He
walked with them they were sur-

prised, thinking Him a stranger

and ignorant of what had taken

place during the past three days, so

they commenced to instruct Him as

they walked along. They told Him
how the Jews had taken Jesus of

Nazareth, the one whom they

thought had come to redeem Israel,

and had put Him to death. They
were very much concerned about it,

and they were feeling in their

hearts that all was over, their hopes

and promises were at an end. The
Savior listened patiently for some
time and finally He said to them

:

"O fools, and slow of heart to be-

lieve all that the prophets have
spoken : ought not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter

into his glory? And beginning at

Moses and all the prophets, he ex-

pounded unto them in all the scrip-

tures the things concerning him-

self." So He testified to the fact

that Moses and all the prophets

whose records we have in the old

scriptures—which today are quite

generally discarded in the so-called

Christian world—had declared that

He was to come into the world,

suffer and have His blood shed for

the redemption of the world, to die

upon the cross and that He was
verily the Son of God the Redeemer
of mankind. Thus He opened the

scriptures to their understanding

and taught His disciples after His
resurrection, that these things were
true, bearing witness and record to

the fact that the prophets of old

spoke, and wrote also, as they were
moved and commanded by the

Spirit of God. This is what we
Latter-day Saints believe.

Now these modernists who are

instructing and leading astray the

people of this and other lands, re-

ject the doctrine of the atonement

of Christ ; they reject the resurrec-

tion of the Son of God, and conse-

quently the resurrection of all man-
kind. They have discarded entirely

the miracles of the scriptures and
make light of the saving ordinances

of the gospel which the Lord de-

clared to be so essential to our sal-
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vation ; and in the stead thereof

they have accepted the theories and
notions advanced by modern scien-

tists which are evidently false, and
have taken to their hearts and
hugged to their bosoms the false-

hoods set forth in the theories of

evolution and of higher criticism of

the scriptures. And why have they

done this thing? Because the sim-

ple truth, which is understood by
the Spirit of God and not under-

stood and comprehended by the

spirit of man, does not appeal to

their reason. They have refused

to hearken to the words of the Son
of God wherein he rebuked the un-

pentant Jews:

"I have greater witness than that of

John: for the works which the Father
hath given me to finish, the same
works that I do bear witness of me.
And the Father himself, which hath
sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye
have neither heard his voice at any
time, nor seen his shape. And ye have
not his word abiding in you: for

whom he hath sent, him ye believe
not. Search the scriptures; for in

them ye think ye have eternal life;

and they are they which testify of
me."

All manner of theory and error

they teach to the world, declaring

that we cannot accept anything, only

that which our reason teaches us.

Therefore, if reason teaches me that

baptism is not essential to salvation

and it teaches you that it is, we are

both right, which is a contradiction

which cannot be true ; and unless

reason teaches us the same thing

and we are agreed, both cannot

have the truth and we are not in

the narrow path, we are not in fel-

lowship with God. We must walk

in holiness of life in the light and

in the truth with proper under-

standing which comes through the

gift and power of the Holy Ghost

which is promised to all who will

believe unto repentance and receive

the words of eternal life. If we are

in fellowship with this Spirit then

we walk in the light and have fel-

lowship with God. He who is with-

out the guiding light of the Spirit

of God is in the midst of darkness

and cannot with his reason unaided
and unenlightened search and find

out God.
My testimony is that Jesus is the

Christ, the Redeemer of the world,

that Joseph Smith was a prophet of

God, that he did receive ministra-

tions of angels, and even of the Son
and of the Father ; that he was
called to establish this work in truth

and righteousness, and this message
has gone forth to the world and
many—even the great majority,

have rejected it. However, this is

my testimony and the testimony of

the elders of Israel, and may it pre-

vail, is my prayer in the name of

Testis Christ. Amen.

ELDER MELVIN J. BALLARD.
(President Northwestern States

Mission.)

My heart rejoices, my brethren

and sisters, in the privilege of at-

tending this conference and listen-

ing to the testimonies that have al-

ready been given ; and most earn-

estly do I desire to enjoy the same
good spirit with which our brethren

have been impressed, as they have
uttered inspired words to us.

I rejoice more than I can tell you
to have a name and standing in this

Church, to be identified with what
I consider the most wonderful

movement in the world today, a

movement, as suggested by one of

our brethren this morning, that is

only beginning its effective work

;


