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have the right to sit in judgment,
have got to do that in the way that

the Lord has appointed. You are

not to call names, nor to speak evil

of your neighbors. It is right for

them to give them a chance to speak
in their own defense before you
make up a decision in your mind,

let alone anything else, and then

always do what the spirit of the

Lord and the judgment that you re-

ceive and the testimony that is pre-

sented make clear to you what
should be done and do it fear-

lesssly, and in honor and in truth,

and the Lord will be with you and

good will be the result, and then

when the time comes that judgment
is to be given to men of God in the

world to come, why, it will be the

kind of men in whom judgment
can be properly vested. They will

represent the Father and the Son as

they do here on earth. The great

judgment that is to come will not be
altogether performed by one indi-

vidual sitting upon a great white

throne and passing judgment upon
the millions upon, millions of the

earth's inhabitants. God's house is

a house of order, and the Lord will

have agents appointed as he has

now behind the veil as well as in

the flesh, and when the great judg-

ment comes, all will be judged ac-

cording to their works, and the

hooks will be opened, and the Book
of Life will be scanned and the

man's acts and the women's acts

upon the earth will be disclosed,

and we will all confess in our souls

that the judgment is just and
righteous, because it will be uttered

and delivered by one having au-

thority and the seal of God will be

upon it.

Now, while we dwell on earth in

the flesh, let us take the good coun-

sel that we get from our brethren,

and particularly that we had this

mor'ning tfrom our President. 1 1

enjoyed his remarks to the people.

I bear testimony that they were
true, and if we will live by those

words of God, that were delivered

to us this morning, our path will

be comparatively a path of peace;

the sunshine of the Lord will beam
upon our souls; we will have joy

and satisfaction and contentment
and full reliance, and we will not be
shaken. We will stand firmly upon
the rock of revelation and God will

guide our footsteps in the way of
life and by and by we will learn

the things that we forgot when we
came on the earth in the flesh, and
we will retain all the light and truth
and experience gained while in

mortality, and if we are faithful to

the last, we will shine forth in the

presence of the Father like the stars

of the heavens, and like the sun,

forever and ever. And of the in-

crease of our glory and our happi-
ness and our peace and our domin-
ions and our posterity, there will he
no end. God help us to attain that

great salvation, through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang

:

"Praise to the man who communed
with Jehovah."

PREST. FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

There shall be no inactive Latter-day
Saints—-Spiritualities as important
as temporalities; people should be
active in both—The authorities of
the Church, the stakes and the wards,
examples of thriving activity—Every
member of the Priesthood should be
active in like manner—Of what ac-
tivity consists—The sisters should
be also occupied in good work

—

Duty of stake presidencies to fur-
nish employment for all officials and
members of the Priesthood, and this



PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 25

is also a duty of the bishops for
those under their care—How every
Latter-day Saint may be kept busy
—What stake of Zion will be first to
report the Priesthood all active in

that stake?—A strong injunction to
stir up and look after the inactive
members of the Church.

I hope that you can hear me as

we have heard our brethren. Their
voices have been good, and I am
sure that we have been greatly ed-

ified in listening to them. In look-

ing over this body of Latter-day
Saints, representing the various de-

partments of Zion, I could not help

thinking what a privilege is given
us to come together to see and to be
seen, to hear and to be heard. This
body of people is not very large,

considering the whole of the Lat-
ter-day Saints, but I take it for

granted that all who are here and
all who attend our conferences are

active members of the Church, and
not numbered among the inactive.

This privilege we have of speaking
to the representatives of the various
stakes of Zion and missions in the
United States, is a very great priv-

ilege, -for when we talk, what is

said will be taken to all the depart-

ments of the Church in gathered
Zion.

I have had occasion latterly to

draw the attention of the brethren
in various stakes of Zion to the re-

ports that we receive in regard to

the priesthood throughout the

Church. The numbers that are ac-

tive, and also the numbers that are

inactive, are reported to us, and I

have taken the privilege of advising
my brethren such as sit before me
here,—presidents of stakes and
high councilors, bishops and heads
of departments,—how to correct,

measurably, the reports that are

handed in to the Presiding Bishop's

office and that are submitted to us.

The fact is, there should be no in-

active Latter-day Saints, for inac-

tivity tends to death and darkness,

whereas activity tends to life and
animation and salvation. We be-

lieve that it is quite possible for you
brethren who are leaders in the

communities where you live, as we
are here where we live, to set good
examples, and !not any bad ones,

and that your good examples will

be followed by the priesthood with

whom you are surrounded and with
whom, you labor. If we ca-n get

you to understand and discover how
to make correction of unsatisfactory

conditions, it will be very profitable

to you and to the Church, as well

as to all who are brought into active

service for the Lord every day. We
are all industrious and persevering

in regard to the things of this

world, what we call temporal things,

things of earth, which call for a

good share of our attention; and it

is just as important, and a little

more so, that we should be indus-

trious and occupied with the spirit-

ualities, the religious side of our
natures, and the service which the

Lord requires of us for our salva-

tion and the salvation of the chil-

dren of men. There is no-inactivity

with the Presidency of this Church;
there is no inactivity with the coun-

cil of the twelve ; there is no inac-

tivity with the council of seventies

;

there is no inactivity with the pre-

siding bishopric; there is no inac-

tivity with the presiding patriarch.

So that the general authorities of

the Church, I am prompted to ad-

vise you, in this regard are setting

a proper example, and we are read-

ily and easily found on all occasions

when we are needed and we are at

your service. Four times a year we
go to every stake of Zion as nearly

as we can. The general authorities
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of the Church are not very numer-
ous, not a very large body of breth-

ren, and we have seventy-two stakes

of Zion and a great many hundreds
of wards to give attention to, as

well as to all the missions of the

world. They must be taken care

of and considered and kept supplied

with officials. We must supply the

world with missionaries by the hun-
dreds and thousands to preach the

gospel, and they go out from tinder

our hands thoroughly advised, thor-

oughly instructed and taught in re-

gard to their duties. So with the

brethren who are selected to pre-

side over the stakes and over the

wards, we give special attention to

every man, as well as in the mis-
sjons ; and thus we are active, al-

ways. I believe that the presiden-

cies of the stakes of Zion are always
active. -We speak of them as active

men. The bishops of the wards and
their counselors are active men. I

think the high councilors, as a rule,

are active men. So that these

brethren, standing at the head of

the people, are thoroughly well em-
ployed. But we do think and we
do ask you, my brethren, who sit

before us here today, from the vari-

ous stakes of Zion, we want to ask

you to see to it that every member
of the priesthood is brought into

active service, that is, that they do
something every day. They may
not all be called to be ward teach-

ers, they will not all be called to be
bishop's counselors, or high coun-
cilors ; but there is no reason why a

man bearing the divine authority of

the Lord should ever be inactive

one day. He should be able to re-

port, and it be reported of him by
his bishop, by the president of his

quorum, that he is active, that he
is performing some service, that he

is intelligent enough to find employ-

ment, and that he does not have to

be told everything that is to be done.

It is quite an accomplishment for a

high priest or a seventy, for an
elder, or any other person bearing

the priesthood of the Lord, to learn

the lesson of employing himself.

And whenever m«n say something,

whenever they do something that is

worthy of imitation, and that sets

an example in the community of

virtue, of righteousness and of truth

and of justice, they are entitled to

be considered active. Whenever
they say to a little boy, "The Lord
bless you, my little boy, George, or

John, or Joseph," or a, little girl,

school children, anybody—or they

have restrained a person that is in-

clined to be reckless and disobe-

dient, a transgressor in any line,

whenever they have restrained

those who are going astray, when-
ever they give encouragement to

those who need it, whenever they

,open their mouths and bless, as

President Smith suggested this

morning, ( he having the keys of the

kingdom and the keys of authority

and power to bless,)—that should

be regarded as activity in the ser-

vice of the Lord. We all have
power to bless and to give instruc-

tion and to teach. I speak thus in

regard to the brethren bearing the

priesthood.

I want to say also, although we
are just a small representation of

the Church here—yet it is a good
congregation—not a large body of

men, that the Church is well stocked

with a numerous number of men
bearing the priesthood. Almost all

the male members of the Church
bear the Aaronic or the Melchiz-

c'ek priesthood, and how grateful

these brethren should be ! Then the

wives should be as industrious and
active as the brethren, and so far as
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I remember, there is no report in

our official accounts and records, of

the inactive women. Presumably
the sisters are all active, they are

engaged, they are active teachers

in their homes and in their asso-

ciations and organizations, and are

performing their duties fairly well.

I don't know whether the bishop is

particularly favorable to the sisters,

and does not tell us of those things,

or whether he does not report that

the sisters are inactive, but I pre-

sume that the sisters in this Church
are, as a rule, very active, well oc-

cupied, their time well taken up and
occupied in good things. I hope

so ; it should be so. But they need

to labor, and their activities are just

as much required with our sisters

who are married and the young sis-

ters who are not married. They are

to labor among them and what they

say and what they do and the good
examples that they set in all the

activities of life are just as impor-

tant and valuable with their sex as

the labors of the brethren are impor-

tant and valuable among the breth-

ren and the people generally. And
I want to impress this upon my
brethren: There is no one of us

hardly that can visit all the brethren

and teach them all the same lessons,

but we give them the lessons here

occasionally, twice a year, such as

we have been listening to.

I want to advise my brethren who
preside over the stakes of Zion, sev-

enty-two stakes, it is your duty to

furnish employment for all stake

officials and all men who bear the

priesthood, that you furnish them
occupation as far as possible and
help them and devise means for

their activities. Use the bishops,

and help the bishops to bring about

activity with their brethren, for I

say that it is a reproach to the presi-

dency of a stake, to the bishops of

wards, when they have to report in-

active men, whom they have en-

trusted with the priesthood under
the direction of the Lord, and have
not found a way to give them em-
ployment and make them active

men. You don't need to worry par-

ticularly about the officials. You
.will find that the officials are pretty

well occupied, pretty well employed,

but the overwhelming, majority of

the brethren who bear the priest-

hood could possibly make consider-

able improvement and increase their

activities and take valuable lessons

to the people. Those who are inat-

tentive and careless in regard to the

exhortations that have been given

us today, in regard to their prayers,

in regard to partaking of the sacra-

ment, in regard to their tithes and
offerings and so forth, they need to

be aroused and stirred up, for their

salvation, for their happiness, for

their peace, their success and their

prosperity in this life; for the Lord
rewards us according to our works,

I understand, and you will be re-

warded, we will be rewarded ac-

cording to our works, and it is im-

portant that we look after the sal-

vation of the people, half of whom
are compared to the foolish virgins

by the Savior,—five wise and five

foolish. We want to make more
wise Saints and servants of the

Lord. We do not want them to be

hampered ; we do not want them to

be in questionable conditions and
positions. We want them to be

thoroughly established in the faith

;

we want them to so live that they

can keep and do keep the command-
ments of the Lord, for that is the

secret of their success ; for when a

man is inactive, he will not be saved.

He must be occupied, he must be

employed, he must work, he must
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labor, or he will be found delinquent

and will be disappointed when the

judgment comes. So I say to my
brethren, these chief brethren in the

stakes of Zion and in the wards and
in all the departments, standing at

the head of quorums of the priest-

hood, we expect you to be respon-

sible and to be wise enough to pro-

vide means to employ the brethren

and occupy them at home, when
they don't go abroad, and we will

find service for them abroad in the

world, all that we can well take

care! of. And so I desire to im-

press upon my brethren presiding

in these positions that the time may
soon come—you are telling us now
every three months what is being

done by the teachers and whether
they are coming up to one hundred
per cent of visiting, when we want
one hundred per cent of activity in

all departments. Look over the field

and discover if your brethren are

occupied actively, so that there will

be no high priests that are inactive,

no seventies inactive, no elders in-

active. The presidency of the high

priests is responsible to see that the

high priests are taken care of. In

some of these large stakes of Zion

they have a very large force of high

priests. Then the seventies have
their quorums and the elders theirs,

and it is the duty of the brethren

who preside, to look after them and
help them ; as we help our brethren.

You will find the Twelve will not

complain that Brother Lyman does

not find something for them to do.

They are occupied all the time, reg-

ularly. You see they go to you and
they help you, and we want you to

be taking as good care of the de-

partment of the Church entrusted

to you as w,e are taking of the de-

partment entrusted to us. We are

always on the line, on the firing line,

going to the front, as far as we
can make it, and we want you
brethren to do the same. We will

be delighted with the first stake of
Zion that can represent that the

priesthood in that stake are all ac-

tive, no inactive members ; that the

high priests and seventies and elders

and the lesser priesthood under the

direction of the bishops can be re-

ported as all active. Give the boys
something to do with the older

brethren. Don't take all the rights

and privileges of teachers away
from the deacons and teachers and
the priests and give it all to the high
priests and to the seventies and the

elders ; but let the boys go with you.

Prav with them, labor with them,
teach them, so that when they come
to the age of marriage, settling

down or going on missions and re-

ceive the Melchizedek priesthood,

that they have had some experience,

that they know how to pray, how to

bless the food, ,how to bless the

sacrament, administer it properly,

and so forth, well instructed, well

informed, well read in the scrip-

tures. Call a young man an active

young man if he studies the scrip-

tures, and do not call him inactive

;

for if he is studying and qualifying

and preparing himself for future

life, that is magnificent activity and
his example will help others, and
he will naturally incline and en-

courage others to follow his good
example in the study of the scrip-

tures. If all the Latter-day Saint

boys and girls are well informed in

scripture reading, if they know the

testament and know the Bible and
know the scriptures of the Nephites

and the scriptures of latter-times,

the revelations through the Prophet

Joseph Smith, and so forth, they are

well fortified. But let the effort be

made to make a better report than
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we have succeeded in doing in the

past in regard to the activities of

the priesthood and of the people.

Let us do that. And we want the as-

sistance of our sisters therein, as

well as of the brethren. We want
every one to have an opportunity,

and I believe that there is no excuse

for any member of the priesthood in

this Church or any member of this

Church being reported as inactive,

because there is opportunity in

every person's way, for activity to

labor. And I want to say this, it

will not tax you so much that you
need to neglect your temporal af-

fairs or your business affairs. It

won't injure you in your business

affairs to be prayerful. It won't

hurt you at all to spend the time

that is necessary on the Sabbath

day to partake of the sacrament,

and the sacrament should be taken

by all Latter-day Saints'. There is

an activity there and everybody who
partakes of the sacrament should be

considered an active member in the

Church. Every one who attends to

his prayers and responsibilities

thereof should be counted an active

member ; every one who bears testi-

mony in the fast meetings, and
takes any part in praying or sing-

ing. I would not like to see the

brethren and sisters who do the

singing for us in this splendid choir,

when it is here—I understand it is

to be here Sunday—-considered as

inactive, I think they are active

members of the Church and should

be so reported;- if they hear the

priesthood or are only members of

the Church, they should be reported

and considered active and given all

the credit that can reasonably be

given to the members of the Church,

for it is a nice thing for one to be

patted a little on the back, a little

on the shoulder, say, the Lord bless

you; glad to know of your activi-

ties
;
glad to know what you are

doing; I am glad to know of your
life as a husband, or your life as a

wife and your life as a son, one of

the larger boys, one of the larger

girls; that your example, your la-

bors and activities are very delight-

ful and pleasing to us, certainly to

the Lord, and profitable—profitable,

for there is not anything that we do
for the Lord that will not redound
to our health and our happiness and
our stability and security and safety.

So I want to impress upon my
brethren, as there are stake presi-

dents here who have already heard
my talk on this subject in their

stakes, as I have not been able to

get to all the stakes of Zion, but all

that are here can hear the sugges-
tions that I make at this time, and I

want to impress them and want
them impressed upon the minds of

the leading brethren, that they will

magnify their calling; for if they
are active as they should be, they
will furnish employment and find

something, find some way to advise

inactive men in the future, until

every man shall be doing some-
thing. Men grow by activity, by
their labor, their efforts and their

work ; not by inactivity. The more
they work, the more they do, as I

suggest sometimes to my brethren

when we require something extra

of them, and something extra is re-

quired of them occasionally, I al-

ways draw their attention to the

fact that that is what you are to

be rewarded for is the work that

you are doing. Don't feel bad
about it because you are doing

more than somebody else. Do all

that you can for it will take all that

we can do to work out our salvation

and exaltation in the kingdom of

God. You want to be busy, in order
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to be occupied. And these who are

inactive, brethren, we want you to

take care of them because they are

in danger of being lost, losing the

faith and losing their love of the

truth and of the gospel. It is a

great thing to enjoy the spirit of the

gospel, for that brings peace, it

brings security and life and salva-

tion. We cannot accomplish these

thingg without the Lord helps us,

and he is ready and willing and
generous to bestow upon us his

spirit in just such abundance as we
are ready and prepared to receive;

for the Spirit of the Lord is as gen-

erous and as ready at our necessi-

ties and commands through our
faithfulness, as the light of day, as

the heat of the sun, and the cold and
the warmth, and so forth. The Lord
is near us by his Spirit and his

Spirit is ready for our possession

and for us to enjoy in our homes,
in our labors, in our work, publicly

and privately, at home or abroad.

When we live under the inspiration

and light of the Spirit of God, we
will be happy wherever we are, and
we will accomplish a world of good
and those who are about us and as-

sociate with us will enjoy the spirit

that we enjoy and will recognize it.

Now, I have occupied my time as

well as the other brethren. I thank

you, brethren, for your attention,

and I would like you to remember
what we say—what the Presidency
have said to us today. It is worth
the time of coming here and spend-

ing a few days to hear what they

have said, and the other brethren

will have things to suggest that will

refresh also and that we will in-

tensely enjoy. God bless you, breth-

ren and sisters, who are here, and
bless those brethren just like you
who are at home and bless those

brethren and sisters who are at

home that cannot come who need
consideration and attention. It is

the sick that need attention. Those
who are always here, right up to the
mark, we need not worry about
them at all, because they know how
to employ themselves and to be oc-
cupied and to be saved, but those
who are not present and those who
do not come to the sacramental
table on the Sabbath day, whatever
the percentage is in your ward, in

your stake, those who are not there
are the ones that need attention and
consideration. Those who are al-

ways active will take care of them-
selves ; they know how to employ
themselves, well occupied, but look
after those who need your attention
and care, please, so that you can re-

port that there is not anybody in

your ward but what has attention

and consideration and are in line, as
near as it is possible for them to be.

I bless you, my brethren and sis-

ters, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Thankfulness for the plan of Life and
Salvation—Willingness to labor in
positions without thought of re-
signing—The greatest service men
may render is to bring souls to a
knowledge of the gospel—A plea
for parents to look well after their
children.

I am very happy to have the op-
portunity of again mingling with
the Saints at a general conference.

I rejoice in a testimony of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Between the

morning and afternoon meetings, I

have had the privilege of attending
the funeral of the mother of the

President of the stake where I re-

side, Sister Margaret W. Young.
I never attend a funeral of a faith-


