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and the rules laid .down there are

still followed and considered the

law of the Church. This shows that

the plan of the organization of the

Church was definitely given to the

Church at the beginning and that

it did not have its origin and de-

velopment in the ideas of men. We
rejoice in knowing that it was God-
given.

Now, brethren and sisters, I see

the time is up. I rejoice to be here

with you and see so many here on
this day of opening, and again I

want to impress upon you the ne-

cessity of following the counsel of

our President, given to us this

morning. God bless you all. Amen.

The choir and congregation

sang: "Praise to the man who
communed with Jehovah."
The closing prayer was offered

by Elder Junius F. Wells.

Conference adjourned until 2

p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

President Joseph F. Smith pre-

sided, and called the congregation

to order at 2 o'clock p. m.
The choir and congregation

sang: "Zion stands with hills sur-

rounded."

Prayer was offered by President

Heber Q. Hale, of the Boise stake

of Zion.

A solo : "I know that my Re-
deemer liveth," was sung by Mrs.

Lucile Wells.

PREST. CHARLES W. PENROSE.

Significance of the crucifixion and res-

urrection of Jesus Christ—A great

privilege is enjoyed by the Latter-

day Saints in being members by
baptism of the true Church of

Christ—As a consequence and be-
cause of individual agency, their re-

sponsibility is great and they will

be called to judgment for their
works—The character of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ pertaining
to resistance and non-resistance

—

What he requires of us in this mat-
ter, and how the true Christian
should regard war'—He is justified

only when he fights for liberty and
right, and then it should be done
without passion or a desire to shed
blood,but in a spirit of justice, right-

eousness and equity—Peace shall

yet prevail and the way be opened
for the servants of God to preach
the gospel tidings to the nations
that sit in darkness.

This is a great privilege ex-

tended to all of us who are in this

assembly, this afternoon, to be able

to attend this conference and to

meet in this tabernacle ; and I con-

gratulate all who were present this

morning in having the opportunity

of hearing the address of our be-

loved president, Joseph F. Smith.

One gentleman present, who was
not of our faith and who has come
from the far east on other bus-

iness than attending this confer-

ence, stated to a friend here that

it was well worth a trip across the

continent to hear that address from
President Smith ; and I endorse his

statement, for I felt the same way,
that if there was nothing else pre-

sented to this conference of people

gathered from various parts of

these mountain valleys and some
from abroad, they would be well

repaid for coming here and having
the privilege of hearing the words
of inspiration and instruction that

were imparted to us.

I rejoice in being privileged this

afternoon to stand up and bear tes-

timony to the truth of those re-

marks. They went down deep into

my soul. It was truly a time of re-

joicing, of an outpouring of the
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Spirit of God ; and while the world
abroad has an outpouring of the

spirit of war, we had an outpouring

of the spirit of peace, the true spirit

of our Lord Jesus Christ who is our

spiritual head, in whose Church we
have membership. We have the

blessing of being part of the body
of Christ. This 'is his Church,
named after him and by him, and it

is still under his direction. It is

Christ's Church, and it is he who
has given to us the revelations

through the Prophet Joseph Smith
and his successors, particularly

those things that are contained in

the Doctrine and Covenants given

to us in this day for the benefit of

this his Church, which he has de-

clared shall prevail over every foe,

if his people, the Saints of the Most
High, will observe the covenants

and commandments which he has

revealed to them for their present

guidance and eternal salvation.

The beautiful poem which has

just been sung to us brings to mind
some things that I had not thought

of particularly today. We are liv-

ing at a time celebrated through-

out Christendom as the day of the

crucifixion. Next Sunday is called

Easter Sunday, celebrated as the

day of the resurrection, and the

words sung to us so clearly this af-

ternoon were the words of an

ancient saint, one of the most an-

cient of writers or prophets whose
writings have been preserved.

They are the words of Job, and
have come down to us in the Old
Testament scriptures

:

"For I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at

the latter day upon the earth

:

"And though, after my skin,

worms destroy this body, yet in

my flesh shall I see God" (Job.

19:25,26.

I have wondered often how it is

that our friends in the various sects

of modern Christendom have not

perceived the fulness of the truth

contained in those words of Job.

They profess to believe in life after

death ; they believe that when peo-

ple die they either go to heaven or

to hell, and that Jesus Christ died

and appeared afterwards to his

apostles, but they do not believe

that he appeared to them in the

flesh. That is very strange, when
the descriptions that we have, writ-

ten by the apostles who saw him,

declare that they beheld the marks
of the nails that were driven

through his hands upon the cross,

and the mark of the Roman spear

in his side, and he declared to them
that he was not a mere spirit. He
did not come to them to make them
believe in life after death simply,

because they believed that before

;

that was believed even by the Phar-
isees and other sects in Judea, but

he said : "Behold, my hands and my
feet, that it is I, myself ; handle me,
and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh

and bones, as ye see me have. And
while they yet believed not for joy,

and wondered, he said unto them:
Have ye here any meat? And they

gave him a piece of a broiled fish

and of an honeycomb, and he took

it and did eat before them" (Luke
24:41-43). What was this for? Evi-

dently to demonstrate to them the

truth of the doctrine of the resur-

rection from the dead. Not merely

the truth of the doctrine of the

continuation of life after death, the

life of the spirit when the body is

in the grave, but the doctrine of

the resurrection, the raising up
again of the body from the dust.

This must be very clear to those

who read and do not try to misin-

terpret.
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We have the testimonies of many
of the apostles in the New Testa-
ment

; and the Apostle Paul, in the

fifteenth chapter of what is called

the First Epistle to the Corinth-

ians, relates the circumstances of

Christ's death and of his burial and
of his resurrection from the dead,

and of his appearance at a number
of times to his apostles and after-

ward to five hundred of the breth-

ren, all at once, and of his ascen-

sion into heaven. And Paul adds
his own personal testimony to hav-
ing seen him, Jesus of Nazareth
raised from the dead, and the argu-
ment that he offers in regard to the

resurrection from the dead is based
upon these statements that I have
briefly referred to. "Now, is Christ

risen from the dead and become the

first fruits of them that slept." Then
he goes on to argue that if Christ

was raised from the dead, we shall

be raised also, and that if Christ

was not raised from the dead, then
we are dead to all intents and pur-

poses when we lay our bodies

down ; "but now is Christ risen

from the dead," was his testimony.

In addition to these things con-

tained in the New Testament, in-

cluding what the Lord showed to

John in that great vision upon the

Isle of Patmos, we have the testi-

mony in the Book of Mormon, that

Jesus Christ appeared on this con-

tinent to the Nephites, and showed
them also the marks of the nails in

his hands and the mark of the spear

in his side, that they might under-

stand that the doctrine of the actual

resurrection from the dead is a true

doctrine and that by his being
raised from the dead he became,
what he proclaimed himself to be,

"the resurrection and the life," de-

claring with that the doctrine that

the time should come when "all that

are in the graves shall hear his

voice, and shall come forth ; they
that have done good, unto the res-

urrection of life ; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of

damnation" (John 5:28,29). Now,
in these last days, we have the testi-

mony of Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon in the 76th section of the

Doctrine and Covenants, that they

also beheld Christ on the right hand
of God, the risen Redeemer, having
power to bring others forth from
the tomb and that by him and
through him, according to their or-

der, all the human race shall be
brought forth. All the sons and
daughters of Adam and Eve are

to be raised from the dead in the

order that is prepared, to enter into

some degree of glory, if they are fit

for it, while a few of the inhab-
itants of the earth, having received

the light and then fought against

it, having obtained the spirit that

comes from that evil one who has
the power of death ; having in their

souls a desire to shed blood and
having accomplished that desire,

sinning against the Holy Ghost,
sinning against the most sacred
covenants that men could enter

into, they cannot enter into

glory, but even they also are

to be raised from the dead and to

go into their proper place as related

in the eighty-eighth section of the
Doctrine and Covenants. We have
the testimony of others, some that
are living, who have seen the Lord,
the Savior, the Christ risen from
the dead ; in vision they have seen
him. All these testimonies, added
together make a wonderful body of

evidence concerning the reality of

the resurrection from the dead.

Now we who have gathered here.
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we Latter-day Saints, as I have
said, belong to his Church. He
made it, he has set it up, he con-

trols it, his Spirit is in it, and it is

by that Spirit that all the revela-

'

tions that are placed on record un-

der his name have been given ; and,

I thank God it is also by that

Spirit we still are led, not only

by the inspiration given to our lead-

ers, but the inspiration given to ev-

ery one of us in our own souls if

we have really received the truth

and are walking in the light there-

of. For the Spirit of Jesus Christ

rests down upon the body of the

Church, and according to their

faithfulness, and their obedience to

his commandments, they are en-

lightened of him by the power of

the Holy Spirit which proceedeth
from the presence of God through-
out the immensity of space, by
which he comprehends them, by
which his eye can pierce them all

;

he himself being in the bosom of

eternity, a personality, as testified

by President Smith this morning,
an individual in whose likeness we
have been formed, who is the literal

father as well as the spiritual

Father of Jesus of Nazareth who
is our living head, who is the head
of this Church and whose Spirit

dwells in it and enlightens all who
are willing to receive the light.

What a blessed privilege it is

that we enjoy as Latter-day Saints,

to be baptized unto him, not merely
to be born of water by being bap-
tized in water, but being enveloped
baptized, invigorated, enlightened

by the power of that Holy Spirit

which quickens all things through

Jesus Christ our Lord ! And it is

he that we acknowledge as our
Savior and our Redeemer, and we
look to him for our resurrection

at our proper time from the dead
to stand before God and give an
account for the deeds done in the

mortal body. This is something
worth thinking about. We are re-

sponsible beings and therefore the

Lord will cause us to give an ac-

count of ourselves and to stand and
be judged by our record. We are

responsible because responsibility

was born into us in our spiritual,

first-being, our pre-existence—the

power of volition, the power of

agency. He that has an agency of

his own has in his being, born of

the Eternal Father, the power, not

only of volition, but the power of

choice, the power of choosing good
or evil, the power of rejecting good
or evil, and in the exercise of that

he is responsible for all that he
does, and because of that responsi-

,

bility comes the doctrine of eternal

judgment, so that all mankind will

be judged "according to their

works, out of the things written in

the books." What kind of books
they are it doesn't matter so much,
only they will be books that will

contain our record and our record
will be brought forth and according
to our doings, so are we ; according
to our acts, so we are. If we do
evil, evil impressions come natural-

ly, and if we love to do good a
good influence, a good spirit, is with
us, and round about us, and in our
being and we are sustained and
supported thereby; and if we are

corrupt and wicked and abominable
and rebellious, the effects of our
acts are right in our nature, and
these things will be disclosed just

as naturally as the opening of books
made of paper and written upon
with ink.

These are serious thoughts that

should come to us at this season of
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the year. Whether the dates that

people have set are exactly right or

not, matters not so much. This is

the time of the crucifixion and the

interment and the resurrection from
the dead, of the greatest Being who
ever walked upon this earth, the

first-born of God in the spirit, the

only begotten Son in the flesh, the

Redeemer of the world, the Savior
of mankind whom we adore and
in whose name we worship the true

and the living God. Jesus Christ

our Redeemer has been kind
enough to reveal a great many
splendid, glorious truths and given

to us a great many instructions for

our conduct, what we should do
as members of his Church, and we
have opportunities of learning these

things. Many of them are written

in the books that are printed, and
we could read them if we would
have them at hand. We should

have them in our homes—the Bible,

the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine

and Covenants, the Pearl of Great
Price and the different publications

that are given to us for our guid-

ance and direction. In these we
can learn concerning our Father in

heaven and concerning Jesus Christ

our Redeemer, and all the revela-

tions that we have for our guid-

ance and direction have come from
him. This is what we read in the

revelations in the Doctrine and
Covenants : "Listen to the voice

of Jesus Christ, the great I Am."
Now, the character of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ is some-
times misunderstood and misinter-

preted, even by those who read

about him in the New Testament.

I know when I was a litle boy and
went to Sunday School, we used to

sing : "Gentle Jesus, .
meek and

mild, look on me a little child."

That was all very good, so far as it

went. He was meek and lowly of

heart. He was kind- and affection-

ate and full of love and charity, of

a desire to bless, to lift up, to exalt.

That was his nature and spirit, and
he is called the Prince of Peace
and the Lamb slain from' the found-
ations of the world, lamb-like in

his character, lamb-like when he
was led to the slaughter, and "as a
sheep before its shearers is dumb,
so opened he not his mouth" when
he was falsely accused ; meek of

character, willing to forgive his bit-

terest enemies as he manifested
when he was on the cross. But
there was another side to his char-

acter. He taught that under cer-

tain conditions people should be
willing to forgive, and when they

were smitten on one cheek to turn

the other.

This puts me in mind of a cir-

cumstance that occurred when I

was laboring on a mission in Lon-
don many, many years ago : We
had an old gentleman there that

had been in the army. He was a
war veteran and he was preaching
the gospel of Jesus Christ on the

streets. A man came up and
slapped him on the face. "Now,"
he says, "if you are a Christian turn

the other cheek." So old daddy
turned the other cheek, but he said

:

"Hit again and down you go." He
would have gone down, too, if he
had struck again. True, Jesus
Christ taught that non-resistance,

was right and praiseworthy and a

duty under certain circumstances

and conditions ; but just look at him
when he went into the temple, when
he made that scourge of thongs,

when he turned out the money-
changers and kicked over their ta-

bles and told them to get out of the

house of the Lord ! "My house is

a house of prayer," he said, "but ye
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have made it a den of thieves." Get

out of here! ' Hear him crying,

"Woe unto you Scribes, Pharisees,

hypocrites, ye compass sea and land

to make one proselyte, and then ye

make him ten-fold more the child

of hell than he was before." That
was the other -

side of the spirit of

Jesus. Jesus was no milksop. He
was not to be trampled under foot.

He was ready to submit when the

time came for his martyrdom, and
he was to be nailed on the cross as a

sacrifice for the sins of the world,

but he was ready at any time to stand

up for his rights like a man. He is

not only called "the Lamb slain

from the foundation of the world,"

but also "the Lion of the Tribe of

Judah," and He will be seen to be

terrible by and by to his enemies.

Now while we are not particular-

ly required to pattern after the

"lion" side of his character unless

it becomes necessary, the Lord does

not expect us to submit to be trod-

den under foot by our enemies and

never resist. The Lord does nor

w^nt us to inculcate the spirit of

war nor the spirit of bloodshed. In

fact he has commanded us not to

shed blood, but there are times and
seasons, as we can find in the his-

tory of the world, in Bible and the

Book of Mormon, when it is jus-

tifiable and right and proper and

the duty of men to go forth in the

defense of their homes and their

families and maintain their privil-

eges and rights by force of arms.

On this subject I might read some-

thing to you if there were plenty of

time, but you can read it yourselves

when you get home. Read the

101st section of the Doctrine and
Covenants, then read the 98th sec-

tion.

In section 101 the Lord speaks

about the constitution of this land.

He says it was framed by wise men
whom he raised up for that very

purpose. What for? To maintain

the rights and privileges "of all

flesh." Not alone the people of

this land. The principles of that

great instrument are to go forth

to the nations, and the time will

come when they will prevail, just as

sure as the sun shines even when it

appears to be in darkness and the

clouds are over it. And the Lord
says, concerning the works of those

great men, "And redeemed the land

by the shedding of blood." Shed-

ding of blood ! Does the Lord per-

mit the shedding of blood and justi-

fy it? Yes, sometimes he does.

Was not the war of independence
of this country justifiable? Were
not the rights and privileges of the

people of this land trampled under
foot, and did they not rise in their

might and the God of Battles

strengthen their arms and they

went forth to victory and brought
liberty, not only to themselves and
their immediate families, but to

hosts of people from down-trodden
Europe who are rejoicing today un-
der the Stars and Stripes with lib-

erty of conscience and liberty of

speech and liberty of action within

proper guidance and direction of

righteous law. These principles are

to go forth to all flesh. Don't you
forget it. The time will come when
they will be carried to all the na-

tions of the earth and they will be

delivered from tyrants and oppres-

sors.

In the 98th section the Lord
gives the law that he gave in an-

cient time to his people when they

were to go forth to battle : It is

in substance: "If thine enemy come
against thee, thou shalt forgive

him ; if he come again the second
time, thou -shalt forgive him; and
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if he even come the third time and
you forgive him it will be reckoned
unto you for glory, but if he come
again I, the Lord, justify you in

going forth to battle and I will

strengthen you and I will fight your
battles." Now the great distinction

should be, and we should under-
stand it, that circumstances may
arise which will require a different

precept from that given at one time
when another time comes. In the

22nd chapter of Luke, you will read
that Jesus, just before he was taken
by the men that came out to bring

him before the judgment seat, cried

out to his apostles : "When I sent

you without purse and scrip and
shoes, lacked ye anything? And
they said, Nothing." Then said he,

but now "let him that hath a purse

take it, and likewise his scrip, and
he that hath no sword, let him sell

his garments and buy one" (verses

35, 36). Well, some people will say,

perhaps, then, the Lord is a change-
able being. Not at all. The Lord
always is like that. From the eter-

nities that are past down to

the present, when circumstances

change, he adapts his laws to those

conditions and gives his people

counsel and instructions suited to

the times and the circumstances.

Now, in this 98th section I spoke
of, the Lord says this was the word
of guidance to his servants in an-

cient times when he told them to go
forth to battle for the right, and
he gave commandments to them to

do so, and we can read about them
in the Old Testament, and he says,

"this is a law unto all people, all

flesh," so that circumstances alter

cases, as the old proverb has it.

Now if a nation essays to go forth

against another nation for the pur-

pose of conquest, to gain territory,

to grasp something that does not

belong to that nation, then the na-

tion thus assailed has the right to

resist even to the shedding of blood,

as it was in this land in the war
for independence. But we have to

be careful as to what spirit we are

guided by. If we want to go out

to battle, to encroach upon other

peoples' liberties and rights, to gain

their lands, to destroy their prop-

erty without any right or reason,

that is one thing; but if somebody
comes against us to destroy us and
our property and our homes and
our rights and our privileges, either

on land or sea, then we have the

right under the divine law to rise

for our own protection and take

such steps as are necessary. But, as

we were exhorted this morning by
our President, we Latter-day Saints

must watch ourselves and not give

way to passion and desire to shed

blood and to destroy, for that is the

power of the evil one. We do not

want to imitate any nation that is

bent on a policy of destruction, to

destroy where they cannot rule, to

break down and trample under foot

where they cannot dominate. If we
have that desire, it is the spirit of

the wicked one.

But when the time comes that

we, as a part of this great nation,

are called upon by the rulers and
leaders of affairs of the country and
they are justified in the course that

they are pursuing, then, I think, we
are required to stand with them for

the rights of the nation of which
we form a part, and do our bound-
en duty, but to do it in the spirit

that the President showed to us

this morning, as the true spirit of

Jesus Christ, desiring that mankind
may repent, desiring that they may
turn from their wicked ways, de-

siring that they may be brought to

a condition wherein they will de-
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sire peace. But while they rise

against us and seek our destruction,

is it not our right, our privilege, as

Christians, yea, as Latter-day
Saints, to stand for those rights, to

defend our homes, our wives, our
children, our possessions, every-
thing that we have gained law-
fully, but not to go forth even
against our enemies to desire their

destruction and soak the earth with
more blood, to devastate and bring
misery and trouble by conquest in

other lands ; not at all ; and we can
differentiate between the two con-
ditions. There is a very great dif-

ference between arising to go forth

for conquest, for blood, for plun-

der, to gain territory and power in

the earth, and in fighting to defend
our own possessions in the spirit of

justice and righteousness and
equity, and standing up like men
for those things that we have a

right to contend for.

Now I think that is the spirit of

Jesus Christ when I come to view
him personally from both sides of

his character. He was a mighty
man. He was a man to all intents

and purposes in every particular,

the Son of the living God, the very
express image of his Father and
our Father, his God and our God,
who some day will rule this world,

and Jesus the Christ, the Son of the

living God, will be our King and
we will follow him wherever he
leads. That time shall come. As
Isaiah predicted : "Behold a king

shall reign in righteousness, and
princes shall rule in judgment"
(Chap. 32). Brethren and sisters,

that time is coming and the work
in which you and I are engaged is

to prepare the way, and the spirit

that must be in our hearts is the

spirit of righteousness, for that is

what will bring peace. There will

never be peace to rule in the world
until righteousness is established

;

ighteous knowledge, righteous liv-

ing, righteous acts, righteous aims,

righteous union, united faith. When
that day shall dawn, Christ shall

come and be our king, and we read
that the "effect of righteousness
shall be peace."

That is it. The effect of right-

eousness shall be peace, but while

unrighteousness and despotism and
tyranny and inequality in regard to

the rights of men shall persist in

the world, there will be wars and
rumors of wars, and there will be

destruction and sorrow and pain,

and nation will rise against nation

and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be trouble, as the Lord
predicted, such as there never was
in the earth before. If we are not

approaching that time very closely,

I miss my guess, but my personal

belief is that the Lord will over-

rule. The Lord does not kill peo-

ple, the Lord does not tell nations

to rise and make conquests, but the

Lord sits above and while many of

the people on the earth are making
their plans, "He that sitteth in the

heavens," as the psalmist says,

"shall laugh," and the time will

come when he will overturn all

their plans and devices and turn

them around to accomplish his own
divine purposes, and war shall be

overcome, even if but for a time,

and peace shall prevail and the way
shall open for the servants of Jesus

Christ to go forth in the power and
spirit of the holy priesthood and
publish the glad tidings of great joy

revealed from heaven in the last

days to all people, eand thousands

upon thousands shall turn unto the

Lord and repent and bow in hum-
ble submission to his will. And
the way shall be prepared for the
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establishment of Zion in all her
strength and beauty and glory, and
she shall be clothed upon with
everything that is lovely, and Christ

our Redeemer and her king shall

come and "reign in Mount Zion
and in Jerusalem and before his

ancients gloriously." God help us
all to do our duty and to perform
it as the Lord shall direct through
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn : "High on the moun-
tain top."

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT.

An expressed desire for the welfare of
the Saints—A sleigh ride with Brig-
ham Young—The speaker's testi-

mony to the honor, virtue, integrity
and uprightness of the General Au-
thorities—Our young missionaries
have converted many to "Mormon-
ism," but seldom, if ever has any
one of them been converted to other
faiths, which is a testimony of the
divinity of this work—A tribute to
the life and labors of President
Francis M. Lyman.

I rejoice in again having the op-
portunity of meeting with the

Saints in general conference. I

have enjoyed the remarks that have
been made thus far, and in humility

I pray that the same good Spirit

which has inspired all that has been
said may continue during the re-

mainder of the meeting today, and
through the entire conference. I

desire an interest in your faith and
your prayers, that the remarks
which I may make may be made
under the inspiration of the Spirit

of the Lord. When standing be-

fore the people, I never have had
and desire, and hope and pray that

I never may have, except to be able

to say something to inspire them
to live the lives of Latter-day

Saints.

Fifty-four years ago, as a little

child, I took a sleigh ride with

President Brigham Young, that is,

I ran out and took hold of the back

of the sleigh, intending to ride a

block and then drop off and walk
home ; but President Young was
driving such a fine team, or at least

his driver was, that I dared not let

go, hence rode on till we reached

the Cottonwood, and then when the

sleigh slowed up, to pass through

that stream, I jumped off, and the

President saw me. He said, "Stop,

Brother Isaac, stop. The little boy
is nearly frozen. Put him under

the buffalo robe and get him warm."
Isaac Wilson was his driver. After

I got warm he inquired my name,
and told me about my father, and
his love for him. He told me to

tell my mother that he wanted her

to send me up to his office in six

months to have a visit with him

;

and in six months I went for the

visit. From that time, fifty- four

years ago, until the day of his

death, I was intimately acquainted

with President Brighami Young,
and this I can say also with respect

to John Taylor, and with all of the

general authorities of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. For thirty-four years and
a half I have been one of the gen-

eral authorities. I have been asso-

ciated with them in all of their

councils. I know the hearts of these

men. I know their desires. I know
their devotion to God and to all that

is for the uplift and the betterment

of mankind. I can bear witness

that I know, as I know that I live,

that every word spoken here this


