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fathers to teach your daughters

that they, too, have to fight a stren-

uous battle. God bless and protect

the womanhood of this nation

!

The young women, under the sus-

taining prayers and the counsels of

their mothers, need the restraining

discipline which , characterizes a

well-ordered home. Protect the

young men and young women, and
build them up in the faith of the

true and the living God, so that

when they go forth in the great

battle of life, they will have the as-

surance that they will not fall vic-

tims to the evils of the world. God
help us to be loyal to him, to give

unto him all the praise and the

glory. And if we go forth to bat-

tle, let -us remember that the great

God of the whole earth, Jesus

Christ, is the King of the American
people. As we walk under the

Star-spangled Banner, let peace

and charity and mercy and prayer

abide in our hearts, that we may
be worthy to be soldiers of this God-
established republic and soldiers of

the Cross, true children of the God
of Israel, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

The authorities were sustained

unanimously as in the Tabernacle

meeting.

The choir sang: "Song of the

Redeemed."
Prayer by Bishop John R. Win-

ter, of Rexburg, Idaho.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle the conference

was called to order at 2 p. m., by
President Joseph F. Smith, who
presided.

The Tabernacle choir sang the

anthem : "Come unto me."

Prayer was offered by Elder Wm.
A. Hyde, president of the Pocatello

stake of Zion.

Horace S. Ensign and William
Worley sang a duet :

" Come unto
him, all ye who weep."

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS

Our religion not a thing apart from
life—The laws of the gospel provide
for physical health, temporal suc-
cess, educational development, eth-
ical culture, social purity, music,
art, and all that therein is true and
beautiful—The laws of the Church
teach loyalty and the true relation

of Church and State—They encour-
age the acceptable home life, proper
marriage relations, and define the
true relationship of man to God and
man to man—The brotherhood in

the Priesthood of God the most
satisfactory known to men—It is

the true fraternity of God and
brotherhood ,of man—All worth
having in life may be obtained with-
in the pale of the gospel which com-
pletes the full circle of require-
ments of a hviman life—May we all

learn to live to be worthy of its

truths.

I cannot tell you with what dif-

ficulty I have approached this un-
dertaking. When I realize that the

body of the Church has come up to

Zion for counsel and guidance, to

hear the word of the Lord, and that

in a measure a portion of that re-

sponsibility of giving the word of

the Lord to the people of the

Church, rests even but slightly upon
me, I am almost overwhelmed. I

have prayed to our Father for the

guidance of his Spirit, and I appeal

to you, my brethren and sisters, for

your sympathetic co-operation, in

the hope that I may be able to say
something that will be of profit to

the Latter-day Saints. I recognize

the fact that but a comparatively

small portion of the total number
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of the Church members are here

present, but I also recognize the

fact that the whole of the Church
is here represented and that the

priesthood of the Church, which
presides over it in its various de-

partments, is here present in a very
large number, and that there are

present a sufficiently large number
of the people of the Church to touch

the lives of all those who claim

membership therein.

I, with you, have received great

joy and satisfaction in the words
that have been spoken to us in the

sessions of our general conference.

It seems to me that all queries that

were within our minds as we came
from up and down the land to this

central place of meeting for advice

and counsel have been answered,

and that all of the questions which
have troubled us in these momen-
tous times have received such

treatment and discussion as to sat-

isfy our souls and direct us in our
course of action. I have been in-

tensely impressed with the prac-

ticality, the beneficient practicality,

of the teachings of our religion.

We came together two .days ago
with our hearts and thoughts bent

upon discovery of a true course of

action for us to follow as individ-

uals, as a people, in the great prob-

lems that present themselves to us,

and I feel sure that each person
who has listened to the counsel of

our brethren, and has heard the

principles of the gospel expounded
by divine inspiration has received

guidance and direction for himself
personally, as well as for the great

body of the people. President

Smith, in his opening remarks, sug-

gested that the brethren who might
follow him would see fit to touch
upon and emphasize some of the

cardinal principles of the gospel,

which were mentioned by him so

forcefully in his opening address,

and in conformity to that sugges-

tion most of the important princi-

ples of the gospel, which affect us

at this time and are calculated to

determine our course of conduct,

have been dwelt upon in such man-
ner as to make plain to us our
duties.

Our religion is not a thing apart

from our life. It is incorporated in

it, and forms a part of the very tis-

sue and sinews of our being. It

provides a rule of conduct and of
action for us, not only in our oc-

casional worship but in our lives, in

our work, in our play, in all that

we do in the whole course of our
conduct. It is this intense prac-

ticality of it that appeals to me as

its greatest strength, constituting

its greatest salvation for the hu-

man family. There has been in

times past, to my thinking, too much
of Sunday reh'gion. There is com-
paratively too much of that notion

that our religious views are to be
considered separate and apart from
the lives we live, and that has led to

a devitalization of the religion

which has been professed by Chris-

tianity ; for modern man, if he is

anything, is practical,—he desires

to see the end of that which he be-

gins,—the application of the truth

which he considers, and if it can-

not be demonstrated to him that re-

ligion, as a profession of belief, will

work out in his every day life an
influence, that will develop for him
success, happiness and joy, he can-

not be made to be interested in re-

ligion. Within the purview of the

gospel, there has been given to us,

as I view it, a remedy for every ill,

a precaution for every evil into

which we might fall, and a safe-

guard against all harm.
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To those who would have health

and enjoy the blessings that come
from healthful bodies, there is the

Word of Wisdom given to the

Church in its earliest days as a

guiding principle in the conduct of

their lives. How much the world
needs that principle today! How
much benefit and good would come
to humanity at large if they could

but understand and adopt in their

lives those simple and comprehen-
sive principles and truths taught in

that which we denominate the

Word of Wisdom.
There are those who seek after

temporal success, who seek to bring

to themselves wealth, renown, and
power. The gospel provides a plan
whereby that success, in righteous-

ness, may be attained. The law of

tithing, as laid down in the Church
and as practiced by the Church, to

my thinking is the surest guide to

follow in the accomplishment of

success in our temporal affairs, and
I bear you my testimony, as you
have heard it from thousands of

men and women in the Church, that

those who will obey the Lord's law
of tithing and contribute of their

substance that which is demanded
of them, for the Lord and his work,
will prosper in their temporal af-

fairs. The gospel teaches frugality,

thrift, industry,—all of those com-
ponant qualities that go to make the

successful, happy, prosperous citi-

zen of our land.

There are those who seek after

culture of the mind, who see in the

development of the intellectual pro-

cesses the great height of ambition

for which they strive. There is no
religion, there is no philosophy, so

far as I know, which accentuates

human intelligence as does the gos-

pel of Jesus Chrst. "The glory

of God is intelligence," and to one

who holds that view the culture of

his mind assumes a broader, a big-

ger, a finer view point than can pos-

sibly be had by anyone who does
not so regard it.

The Church has promulgated and
stands for the most complete sys-

tem of ethics and morals that the

world has ever known. It was
highly gratifying to learn not long

ago that a company engaged in

disseminating news, in looking for

one to write for the newspapers
which they published, an article de-

voted to "social purity," had se-

lected our own beloved
.
president,

believing that he, representing the

people of the Latter-day Saints,

could write a better article upon the

subject of social purity than could

be obtained from any other source.

We believe and know that to be

true, because we profess what we
practice in that regard.

To those who look for the beauti-

ful in art and in music, and who
would dedicate and consecrate

their lives, as many have done, to

development along these lines, our
religion offers encouragement of

the highest type and order. I think

that it can be safely said that there

are no communities to be found
anywhere in which the love of mu-
sic is developed to a higher degree

than among the communities of the

Latter-day Saints. I doubt if there

can be found any people upon the

face of the globe who love to sing,

to praise God in song, whose songs
come from the heart more than do
the Latter-day Saints. Our love of

art in its true sense is exemplified

in our temples and majestic edifices

that have been erected for the wor-
ship of God, and to all who love

that which is beautiful and true' in

the arts, and in the sciences as well,

our Church, our religion, offers en-
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couragement and provides a broad
plan of understanding whereby all

may be comprehended in its true

light.

We have been favored at this

conference with more than one ex-

position of the attitude of our peo-
ple and our Church toward the gov-
ernment in which we live. I feel

safe in making the statement that

there can be found in no place hi

this great republic men and women
more devotedly consecrated to the

principles of liberty and freedom
for which our nation stands than
our own Latter-day Saints. Why
should it not be? Do we, perhaps,

not owe more to the protecting care

oi the government than any other

people? Have we not more reason

to be greatful for liberty and for

freedom than the people of any
other section of our great republic ?

Brother Ivins said, in eloquent

language, that th's government has
been the guardian of the Church.
Certain it is that it has afforded us
opportunity to develop the great

truths which have been revealed in

the gospel, and certain it is that we
love it and that we are willing as

a people to protect it in every way
that is necessary. I was also much
impressed by a further statement
made upon this subject in that our
religion teaches us the true relation

of Church and State, and affords us

a solution to that much agitated

problem that has concerned our
people at many times. It teaches

us that we live under a constitution

which was wrought out at the hands
of divinely inspired men and that

that constitution is our safeguard
against encroachments upon princi-

ples of justice, of truth, and of lib-

erty, and so I say there can be no
more loyal, no more patriotic men
and women, from the Atlantic to

the Pacific, than can be found in

these few small states that harbor

the Latter-day Saints.

If you would build a home filled

with love and charity and divine af-

fection, you can go to no place that

will give you a more adequate con-

ception of the proper way to rear

and maintain a family, of the prop-

er way to lay the foundations of a

home than among the Latter-day

Saints. The gospel has revealed to

us higher and loftier principles in

connection with the marital status,

in relation to parents' relationship

to their children, than has ever come
to man in all the history of the

world from the time of the Savior

down to the time when the restored

gospel came to earth, never to be

taken away again. And how fun-

damentally important it is that, we
should have revealed to us, made
known a plan to us, by which to

make good homes, for I tell you a

great nation can no more exist with-

out good homes than it can exist

without the loyalty and patriotism

of a devoted citizenship. It is im-

possible that we should have a

great country, fulfiling the lofty

purposes of its destiny, unless we
have good homes throughout the

land. It is my humble belief that

there are to be found among our
people more good, true, honorable,

simple homes than can be found
among any other people in this

great, wide world. I believe there

are more fathers who are fathers in

very deed, who honor their wives,

the mothers of their children, as

they should honor them, there are

more good women consecrating and
devoting their lives to their children

and their husbands and their

homes. I think there are more
true children loving their fathers

and loving their mothers and their
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homes with a great unselfish love, to

be found among- our own people

than can be found upon the face of

this globe; and I thank God that

this is true. God bless our homes.
Our homes are the foundation of

the nation. They are the corner

stone of society itself. If the good
old-fashioned American home, as

we have it, should vanish from the

earth nothing could take its place

and there would come faster than
there is now coming in many sec-

tions of the country, decay by rea-

son of its absence.

But I think the one great thing

in the gospel for which I am most
grateful is that it broadens and en-

larges the scope of our vision, that

it enables us to see more clearly the

true relationship, not only of man
to God, but of man to man. There
are so many people in the world so

engrossed with their own little un-

dertakings, so devoted to the ac-

complishment of the purposes that

they set about to do, that they fail

to grasp the great significance of all

life, and they fail to understand and
comprehend their true place in

God's world. I have seen men en-

gaged in the various professions

who lived and breathed and slept

their professions to such an extent

that nothing without the pale of

their work received any attention or

any consideration from them. I

have seen, as have you, men so en-

tirely engrossed and absorbed in the

pursuit after wealth or in the pur-

suit after renown and praise and
glory that come from men that

<Jiey could not give, or would not

give, any consideration, any atten-

tion to things other than those

which immediately concerned them-
selves and the vocation or pursuit

in which they were engaged. It is

a great blessing to be able to stand

up higher than the mere foot stool

upon which these men stand, and
to see life in its true aspect. It is a

great thing to be able to see the rel-

ative value, or the relative values,

of the things which enter into and
constitute our lives, our lives' work,

and I regard it as a most unfortu-

nate thing that many of the men
most gifted with talent, men whose
bfains have comprehended great de-

signs and schemes, for the progress
of civilization, and the race, should

be so narrow and contracted in their

views that they are not able to see

the relationship of themselves and
their work to the work of God, and
to the ultimate destiny which he has

in store for his people. That to me
is one of the greatest blessings

which comes to Latter-day Saints,

for no matter how engrossed we
may be in our life's work, no mat-
ter how intensely interesting it may
become to us, we still see above the

petty things of life, with which

we are so engaged from time to

time, and we see the eternal pur-

poses of God being worked out in

all our workaday world, and it gives

us hope and encouragement and
faith and strength to go forth and
to .devote and consecrate our lives,

by doing whatever little duty we
may, to God and the accomplish-

ment of his purposes.

There are those among us who
maintain that the highest gratifica-

tion that can come to them comes
from their association with men and
women in fraternities, in clubs, in

social organization^ of one kind

and another. I have heard men of

my own profession say that the

most intense joy that they ever had
in their lives came from their as-

sociation with the brethren of their

own fraternity. I have heard men
who have been engaged in college
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work, in universities and colleges of

the land, say that no higher pleas-

ure has ever come to them than the

close associations and comradeship
which they formed and maintained

at their schools. Why you, my
brethren of the priesthood, know
that their associations and their

comradeship dwarf into insignifi-

cance compared to brotherhood in

the priesthood of God. You know
that the warm clasp of the hand
given by one who holds the priest-

hood to another, pledging, as it

does, fidelity, loyalty, trust, confi-

dence, is worth more, a thousand
times, than all that so-called social

pleasure and fraternity that may be

outside the pale of the gospel, for

with those true feelings of affection

there is interwoven the Spirit of

God which permeates the heart and
opens up our mutual understand-

ings and brings a closer confidence

and a greater love than can come
from any other source in this world.

And so, my brethren and sisters, if

there be any among you or among
your friends who seek for true fra-

ternalism, let them come into the

quorums of the priesthood and the

organizations of the Church, there

to receive the true fraternity of God
and the brotherhood of man.
Every one seeks after happiness.

It is said to be the goal of our life

and our life's work. You who have
labored in the service of the Lord
know that no happiness can com-
pare with the joy of service in

God's work. You know that no
real joy is comparable to that which
comes from having done a helpful

thing to a neighbor, and demon-
strated your love for him, and so

having kept the second great com-
mandment.

So that, as I view it in my hum-
ble way, all of those things that are

worth having in this life may be
had within the pale of the gospel.

So far as I know there is nothing
worth striving for, there is nothing

of truth, there is nothing of true

beauty, of refinement, of culture,

that may not be had within our own
Church, within the principles and
ordinances of the gospel itself. It

completes the full circle of require-

ments of a human life. It provides

a never failing rule of action for

life and life's conduct. Someone
has said, "what is there about
'Mormonism,' what one thing is

there about it, which more than
anything else demonstrates its

truth?" And someone answered,
"everything." And so my brethren
and my sitsers, to my thinking those

who have spoken to you in this

great conference have in outline

and in many instances in detail of-

fered to you a plan of conduct for

your lives that will insure your suc-

cess while on earth and what is

greater still, will bring to you sal-

vation in the eternal kingdom of

our Father in the life to come.
I want to bear my humble testi-

mony to you that I know we are

engaged in the work of God and
the work of truth. I would that

the same testimony should come to

all my brothers among mankind
and to all my sisters. I wish I knew
some way, as President Smith said,

to so build a beautiful mansion that

all the world would be attracted to

it and would come to it and dwell

within it and partake of the holy

Spirit which is given so abundantly
for the help of mankind, and in

such merciful fashion to those even
who do not obey the teachings of
the Lord. I think our Father is

abundantly merciful in the way that

he has dealt with us, and in the

way that he has dealt with the
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world. I have no doubt his judg-

ment will be brought to pass upon
the wicked, but I have no doubt

that he is filled with mercy and
compassion for all of those who
have within them a spark of repent-

ance and a spark of love for him
and his work. May the Lord help

each one of us to so live that we
ourselves may be exemplars of the

truth, that our lives may be shining

monuments of the great truths which
have been given to us and which we
profess, and that we may show our-

selves worthy of the great blessings

of the gospel which have been given

to us in such multiplicity for our
well being, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

Prof. J. J. McClellan gave the

organ solos: "O My Father," and
"Nearer, my God to thee."

BISHOP CHARLES W. NIBLEY.

We live in perilous tim.es when it

behooves all to contribute to the in-

creased production of foodstuffs

—

Prizes offered by the 'Church for the
best yield of potatoes and wheat, to
encourage increased production

—

What we can do for our country in

its present crisis—The question at

issue, the old one; the life of lib-
erty, on the one hand, and its death
on the other—The law of liberty

one of love and common consent

—

Our Church constitution on the
subject—Length of the war—Our
duty to practice strict economy.

These gatherings of the Latter-

day Saints are among the most
wonderful, T think, of any gather-

ings of people in the world. I do
not know where you will find an-

other such gathering as this, and
one which will produce such benefi-

cient results as these gatherings of

Latter-day Saints do.

We have been told, during this

conference, of many of our duties

and obligations to the Church and
also to our Country. The Latter-

day Saint who performs his full

•duty to the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints will always
perform his full duty to his Coun-
try. A man cannot be a good Lat-

ter-day Saint and not be a good
citizen.

We are living in perilous times.

Our country is in a state of war.
It is true we are in the chambers
of the mountains and comparatively

secure, but we each, nevertheless,

have a duty to perform. President

Smith stated in his opening remarks
that in view of the condition that

our country is in at the present time,

it is the duty of every person, every

farmer, every brother or sister, who
can do so in any way, to help to

contribute to the increased produc-
tion of foodstuffs, and all should

do everything they can in that di-

rection. Our country may need all

the aid we can give in this way be-

fore we get through, and everyone
can do something toward the pro-

motion and increase of the food

supplies of the. state and nation.

It was decided at the priesthood

meeting last night that certain

prizes should be offered to encour-

age the ward Priesthood quorums,
high priests, seventies, elders,

priests, teachers or deacons,—in

each ward, and the Relief Societies,

Young Men's and Young Ladies'

Mutual Improvement organizations,

Sunday School and Primary and
Religion Class organizations in

every ward in the Church, to start

work at once. That, as soon as you
go to your homes you should call

your societies or quorums together

and see if it is not possible for each

of these organizations and quorums


