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to get histories written of their cities, which after all are not complete

and not entirely correct. We are trying to prove every date that we
give. I want to .say concerning Jenson's Chronology, a work that has

cost immense labor, that we would like to see the Saints buy these books.

We have a large supply on hand, that belongs to the Historian's office,

and the book should be useful in every family. If it cannot be bought by
every fanr'ly, I think that every association throughout Zion ought to

have one for reference.

But I am taking too much time. I want to bear my testimony to

the truth of the gospel. I can say yes and amen to the testimonies borne

by our President. Joseph Smith was sent of God to establish his work,

and the gospel that we believe in is the gospel of salvation. Let no one

shake your faith in it, but be steadfast, brethren and sisters, that you
may obtain the blessings that the gospel promises. And may God bless

you all. Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT.

I rejoice exceedingly in once more having the opportunity of meet-
ing with the Latter-da)' Saints in general conference. I have never been

present at any of the conferences, during the past thirty-five years, but

what I have rejoiced exceedingly in the teachings of the servants of the

Lord ; and I have been fed, as you no .doubt have today, the bread of

life by what we have heard.

INTEGRITY OF THE LEADERS OF THE CHURCH

I endorse every word that has been spoken regarding the divinity of
the mission of the men who have presided over this Church. Presi-

dent Smith stated that he had nothing to say regarding the present ad-

ministration, but appealed to the people for the'r verdict. It has fallen

to my lot to labor now for thirty-five years, lacking a few days, with
the Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles, and I can bear

witness that I know, as I know that I live, that during all this time the

inspiration of Almighty God has attended all of the men who have oc-

cupied the positions in the Presidency of this Church. I bear witness

that at no time within my knowledge has any President of the Church
had more of the inspiration of Almighty God, and more .of the love

of h's associates in the Presidency and of members of the Council of

the Twelve, than has President Joseph F. Smith. I bear witness to you
that each and every man chosen to occupy a position in the Council of

the Twelve during the presidency of Joseph F. Smith has been chosen
by the inspiration of Almighty God. I bear witness to you that from my
knowdedge in visiting among the people that there is a love and a faith

and a determination to serve God existing today, the equal of any period

during the past thirty-five years.

I rejoice beyond expression in a knowledge that God lives, that
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Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the world, the Redeemer of mankind

;

that he has spoken from the heavens ; that he has established

upon the earth the plan of life and salvation, his gospel. I re-

joice in knowing for myself that all the men who have succeeded

Joseph Smith the Prophet, who stands at the head of this last

dispensation, have possessed the inspiration of the office which they have

held, and that they have in very deed been men of God, inspired of him.

I rejoice in knowing that all the Latter-day Saints with whom I

have come in contact for th'rty-five years, who have been tithe-payers,

who have been observers of the Word of Wisdom, who have attended

their fast and sacrament meetings, who have attended to their prayers

and have suplicated God for the guidance of his Spirit, have just as

an abic'ing testimony and as firm a knowledge and conviction of the di-

vinity of this work, and of the inspiration which has attended the men
who have presided over it, as I possess.

GIFTS AND GRACES ENJOYED BY THE SAINTS

I rejoice in the fact that each Latter-day Saint who has embraced the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and who has kept the commandments of God,
day by day, year by year, has grown, as our President says that he has

grown, in a knowledge of the truth, in a testimony of it, and in a love

for it. I know that there are no gifts, no graces, no author'ty, which
were possessed in the days of the Savior by his apostles which are not

possessed today by the people of God. I know that the gift of tongues
and the interpretation thereof exist in this Church of Christ. I know that

the healing power of Almighty God is in this Church. I know that but

for the healing power of God it would not be my privilege to stand here

before you todav. I know that there are living monuments of the heal-

ing power of God among this people. If we had a record of all the

wonderful blessings of the Lord which have come through the Priest-

hood since the establishment of the Church upon the earth, it would be

a record far larger than the New Testament. I know that those who go
out to proclaim this gospel, who keep themselves sweet, clean and pure
before God. who keep their bodies and their minds in such a shape of

purity that they are entitled to the revelations of the Spirit of God, I

know that they do receive the revelations of the Spirit.

THE STABILITY AND FAiril r)F Ol'R MISSIONARIES

Men have proclaimed this gospel now for eighty long years, and
during that perio'', although the world say we are mistaken, althoueh
they sav Joseph Smith was a false pronhet, the Book of Mormon is not

true, and claim that the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants are

not revelations of God. yet in e'ghty long years men have gone out to

proclaim this go.spel. and have come home to testify to you that God
has given them an individual knowledge of the truth of the Book of
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Mormon, of the truths contained in the Doctrine and Covenants, and

he has given to them an individual knowledge that he lives, and that

Jesus is the Redeemer of the world, and that Joseph Smith was in very

'deed a prophet of God. During all these eighty years no single mission-

ary has ever returned home to announce that he has found the truth in

Scandinavia, or in some other part of Europe, or in South Africa, or in

Canada, or in any of these United States, or in Mexico, or Central or

South America, or upon the islands of the Pacific, Men and women by

the hundreds, yes by the thousands and by the tens of thousands, have

received the testimony of these missionaries during eighty years, and
have borne witness that they know that they have had the truth to deliver

to them, and yet all the wisdom of all the world, all the study of all

the ministers of the various denominations claiming that they have the

truth, have failed to give the ability to convert one of the missionaries

who it was claimed was preaching error. Why, it is absolutely ridicu-

lous, it is absurd, to think that men of honesty, men of integrity, men
with prayerful and humble hearts, men living virtuous, upright lives,

and bowing down dailv for eighty long years and supplicating God for

the guidance of his Spirit, that the Lord would never show one of those

Elf'ers the error of his way and lead him to the true path of rectitude and
right and the plan of life and salvation. Why, if we did not know that

the gosipel was true, do you think the Latter-day Saints would expend in

money and in loss of time about two million dollars a year to proclaim

it? Do you think that fathers and mothers would rejoice more in send-

ing out their sons to proclaim the gospel than in having them make a

fortune? Do j'ou think for one minute that if there was any lack of

faith, or a lack of knowledge on the part of the Latter-day Saints, that

they would dare send out their boys to preach? Why, they would be

frightened to death ; they would be afraid of losing their boys. Have
we any fear that all the knowledge of all the world, that all the learning

and study and all the doctrines of the world will convert one single,

honest Latter-day Saint boy? Not a bit of it; not a bit of it! We
know, as we know that we live, that they cannot convert our boys. Why?
Because the boys have the truth to proclaim, Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigr'on told the truth when they sa'd:

"Now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him,

this is the testimony last of all which we give of him, that he lives, for

we saw him even on the right hand of Gorl. an 1 we heard the voice

bearing record that he is the Only Begotten of the Father; that by h'm
and through him and of him the workls were created, and the inhabitants

thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto God."

The world may say, "We don't believe it," but it is a fact that these

men did see the Savior. It is a fact that Oliver Cowdery and Joseph
Smith, in the temple in Kirtland, did see the Savior, and that Moses and
Piilias an^' Elijah did appear, and that all the keys of the gospel of ever\-

dispensation were conferred upon them, and the fruits of the gospel

of Jesus Christ have been enjoyed by those who have rendered obedience
to its truths. The groM'th, the strength, the power of the gospel [iro-
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claims the truth of these things. The failure of the wisdom of the

world to turn away from the truth those who have received the witness

and the testimony of the gospel from' our Heavenly l-'ather, also bears

strong witness to every thoughtful, intelligent man, of the growth and
the power and the strength of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

REASONS AGAINST FURNISHING TOBACCO FOR OUR SOLDIERS

I want to say just a word or two of counsel to the Latter-day Saints.

There has been some agitation in the papers advocating that men and
women show their generosity and their loyalty to the young men of

Utah who have volunteered and offered their lives in defense of their

country, by supplying those young men with tobacco ! They are arguing

in the papers that it is not particularly harmful, that it is very mild, and
so on ; that our tobacco is better and milder than the tobacco of France,

etc., etc. As Latter-day Saints we have received a revelation from Al-

mighty God not to use tobacco, and it behooves us each one to use his

or her influence to the uttermost to see that our boys keep this command-
ment of the Lord and pay no attention to the soph'stries and the ideas

and the reasoning of men in favor of the use of tobacco. The end of

all controversy has been reached for every true Latter-day Saint because

the Lord has said, "Tobacco is not good for man." Tt is suggested that

the tobacco sellers are advertising their wares. I want to read to you

—

and the book has opened at the place I want without my hunting for it

—

what the Lord promises if you and I will refrain from hot drinks (which
the prophet of God said were tea and coffee), and from liquor and strong

drinks of all kinds, and from tobacco. He says, "And all Saints who
"emember to keep and to do these sayings, walking in obedience to the

commandments, shall receive health in their navel and marrow to their

bones, and shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even
hidden treasures ; and shall run and not be weary, and shall walk and

not faint ; and I, the Lord, give unto them a promi.se that the destroying

angel shall pass by them, as the children of Israel, and not slay them."

He might have added, "And I the Lord do not give a promise unto

those who fail to obey these commandments, that the destroying angel

shall pass by them and not slay them."

I find in this same book that when the Lord commands, and men
obey not his commands, then they fail to get the blessing. Then men
.lay that the promises of the Lord are not true and fulfilled ; but woe
unto such, for their reward lurketh from beneath, and not from above.

I find in this book, among the revelations of the Lord to you and to

me, that when we do the things that the Lord command.s, he declares

:

"Then am I bound." As Latter-day Saints we want to set our faces as

flint against any proposition or any propaganda of any kind which will

so affect our children, if they follow that propaganda, that they will not

he entitled to the promises and the blessings that come from keeping the

commandments of the Lord.
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gsat:tude for a knowledge of the gospel

I thank the Lord again for a knowledge of the gospel, for a testi-

mony of the divinity of it, for a love of the truth, for a desire to labor

for it. There is no labor in all the world that has ever brought to me
that same joy, that same happiness, that same exqui.s'te bliss as has

come to me by being able to testifiy to all the world of my knowledge
of a Redeemer, and of my knowledge that Joseph Smith was his prophet,

the true and the living prophet of God, and that he did establish the

truth, and that it will grow and increase and prosper and that it will

triumph. The only fear that I have ever had has been that I might
fail because men w'th greater knowledge, with far greater wisdom, with
greater power and inspiration, who have had more testimonies and more
wonderful manifestations given to them than I have ever had, or ever

hope to have, through failure to live the gospel have fallen by the way-
side. But I know that if you and I can be humble, prayerful, full of

love of God and love of our fellows, that we shall stand firm and faith-

ful, and shall endure to the end, which may God grant is my prayer, and
I ask it in humility, and in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang

:

by President Frank Y. Taylor, of
'We thank thee, O God, for a the Granite stake of Zion.

])rophet." Conference adjourned until 2.

The closing prayer was offered p. ni.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

President Joseph F. Smith pre- Peter G. Johnston, of the Union
sided, and called the congregation stake, and member of the Church
to order at 2 o'clock. .\urliting Committee.

The choir and congregation sang

:

The choir and congregation sang

"Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor the hymn: "'How firm a founda-

labor fear." tion, ye Saints of the Lord."

Prayer was offered by President

PREST. CHARLES W. PENROSE

I believe I express the feeling and sentiment of all who were present

at this morning's session of the conference, when I say that I was greatly

delighted and blessed by listening to the instructions that were imparted,

and I hope that the good spirit which was present this morning in rich

abundance may also be pourerl out upon us gathered here this afternoon.

ENDORSEMENT OF PRESIDENT SMITH's OPENING ADDRESS

I believe the Latter-day Saints have long been impressed with the

feeling that unless the Spirit of God accompanies the word that is


