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She was going to bring me a child,

And when in labor she cried,

With joy and fear I was wild,

And now, I wish I had died.

The son she bore me was blind,

And crippled, and weak, and sore;

The mother was left a wreck;
It was so she settled my score.

I said I would have my way,
And they all knew the path I would

go,

Yet no one told me a thing
Of what I ought to know.

Folks talk too much of the lives

From heavenly joys debarred,
And not enough of the babes unborn.
By the sins of their fathers scarred.

Do not forget, my brethren and
sisters, that if w.e sow in iniquity,

in corruption, in lust, and in wick-

edness, we will reap the whirlwind,

and the price will somehow and in-

evitably be paid, and every one of

us will suffer—not only for our ac-

tual deeds, we are told, but perhaps
for our thinking as well.

Wise men say that the source of
everything wicked can be traced

back to the philosophic thinking of

the doer, just as bitter water is

traced back to the poison spring;

and that as individuals or nations

think in the heart, so will they do
in the life. I believe that firmly,

and I believe that there is every ne-

cessity for the mothers and the
fathers in Israel to see that their

sons and their daughters are pro-
tected, and that when they are old

enough to- know the things they
ought to know, that they should not
hesitate to tell them frankly and
plainly what they have to meet, and
let young men understand that they
should try and maintain the same
kind of morals that are demanded
of their sisters. That is the kind
of ethics we have been teaching
and preaching; it is a part of the

fundamental teaching of "Mormon-
ism."

I wonder how far the criticism

aimed by President Smith in his

article is true pertaining to this in-

termountain country. Should it be

said that even one portion of it

could be laid at our door, then let

us remember our duties to our chil-

dren in that regard. The illus-

trious Goethe said, "What we wish
for in our youth comes in heaps

upon us in old age." You know as

well as I know, that that is true. If

we are not careful in early man-
hood and womanhood, we will reap

the consequences in later life, and
life will become a living hell on
earth instead of a heaven as it

ought to be.

God grant his blessing to be with

Israel, to be with our boys who are

going away to fight our battles, to

be with those sons who are in the

mission field and those who are

left at home, that we may continue

to raise the standard of morals in

this community, and thu.s benefit by
our action aud our words, the moral
uplift of the world, I pray in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

I am not accustomed to speak in

audiences out of doors. I have al-

ways had them closed in where
they could not get away. (Laugh-
ter.) Brethren and sisters and
friends, I want to bless you people,

in the name of the Lord, for he
surely ought to bless a people who
hunger and thirst after righteous-

ness enough to stand up as you
have stood and listen to the word of
the Lord.

I bless you, as I have blessed

hundreds and hundreds of elders
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who have gone on missions. I

have had many of them come back

and say, "Brother Kimball, every

promise you made has been ful-

filled." One of the easiest things

to do in the Church in our ministry
is to bless an elder or a missionary
sister who goes out in the service

of the Lord and does his will and
keeps his commandments. I have
never been afraid up to date to
promise them that they would go in
peace and return in safety.
Why fear .death ? That is what I

am talking about to myself all the
time. People have been looking for
it in every case for a considerable
length of time, but I have fooled
them up to date ;and I am trying
to learn not to fear death. A great
man said when he went down with
the ship, "Why fear death? It

is the most beautiful adventure of
life." He must have been exalted
by a spiritual enthusiasm such as
elders have when they go out into
the world in the service of the
Lord. They feel as Christ felt

when he said, "Think not of your
life, of what you shall eat, or of
what you shall drink, nor of your
body what you shall put on." I

want to say, on the side, that is

about all we are thinking about, at

least some of us.

My brethren and sisters, the
short time I occupy I want to say
to you, my knowledge is very lim-
ited, and it does not take me very
long to tell it, but what I do know,
I know as well as any man in this

Church from the least to the great-
est. Why do I know it ? Because I

have learned it through the things

which I have suffered. We have
to sufifer .sometimes to find things

out; until our hearts are twisted,

before we are meek and humble
and have faith in God.

I remember reading a story.

The incident happened during the

civil war, when a large committee

of Christian ministers came to

Washington to wait on President

Abraham Lincoln. After they had
performed their duties, one of

the Christian ministers turned to

President Lincoln, and he said, "I

hope the Lord is on our side."

That is what all these nations are

hoping, that the Lord is on their

side. And President Lincoln said,

"Well, I am not much concerned
about the Lord being on our side,"

which was quite a shock to those

m|inisters. "I am not concerned
about that. What I am most con-
cerned about is whether we are on
the Lord's side." That is what I

want you to be concerned about,

you men who hold the holy priest-

hood
; you want to remember, in

this great rush and hurry, not to be
too much taken up with man's bus-
iness, but you want to be exercised
more about "our Father's busi-

ness."

You have listened to three presi-

dents of missions—the Southern,
Northern, and Western States Mis-
sions. I know just about as much
about missionary work as they do.

I spent five years in the Southern
States, and filled my first mission,

in 1883, when they killed elders. I

was with Elder Roberts, and I

know all about that experience. I

never got much notoriety out of it,

but I know something about it, just

as much as anyone who was there.

I know what it means to smell

powder, and I am glad of it, and I

thank the Lord I did not run. I

guess I would have done so, but I

had no place to go. (Laughter.)
These brethren that have been talk-

ing to you have been in the Lord's
service, they are soldiers of the
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Cross, and they are too old to go in

the army of the United States ; and
so am I. But I would like to

touch off a 13-inch gun anyhow.
(Laughter.) I am a great believer

in the United States, but my service

is first for God, for our heavenly

Father. Do you remember when
the Savior, Jesus Christ, was of the

age of twelve? I think it was
c|uoted at this meeting. He was
in Jerusalem talking with those

learned men and hearing and ar-

guing with them, and his mother
came back for him very much con-

cerned. He said, "Wist ye not

that I must be about my Father's

business?" That is what we want
to be concerned about.

I think you recognize the fact that

I am the son of a prophet of God.
And 1 am mighty proud of it.

Heber C. Kimball, a short time be-

fore he died, often said to the peo-

ple, "O, the test, the test, the test

—who will be able to stand? And
the answer comes back, 'Only
those who know that Jesus is the

Christ.' " Don't go off and forget

it. There is a great test on, and it

is only those who know that Jesus
is the Christ that will be able to

stand. I want to say to you breth-
ren that if it is the last time I

speak in the flesh, I feel that I am
greater than a king on his throne,

I am so much bigger than the

Kaiser that I would not mention
him in the same breath. (Laugh-
ter.) Why? Because I hold the

priesthood of God, because I am a

servant of God, because it is my
right and privilege when I keep
the commandments of God, to test-

ify under the spirit of prophecy and
revelation of this great truth.

I am going to ask you a few ques-
tions, and will let you answer them.
Tf you don't know enough to an-

swer them, then you don't know as

much as I do. (Laughter.) I am
going to ask you this question. Do
you know of anything—you can

think about your moniey, your
wives, and children, and everything
else—but do you know of anything
in all this beautiful world more im-

]3ortant than human life? If you
do, just hold up your hands.

I am going to ask it in another

way : "Do you know of anything
in all this universe that is dearer to

the Father than a human soul?

You don't.

I am going to ask you another

(juestion : Do you know of any gift

in all this world, or blessing, that

is greater than salvation? No, be-

cause God said in the revelation

that "salvation is the greatest gift

of God to his children." These are

reasons why you ought to be in the

service of the Lord. That is why
these presidents of missions and el-

ders are blessed, and that is why we
are able to come home as I did from
the South in 1884—and it is one of
the greatest truths I ever told in my
life— although I never had as hard
a time in all my life as I had in

the South, and when I think of it

now, I actually shudder ;—and yet T

came home to you people, and I

looked you in the face and I told

you it was the happiest time of all

my life, and I never lied, either.

That is what you get for being in

the service of the Lord.

I will conclude by reading to you
from the Book of Mormon. It

has impressed me very much, and I

want you to think about it just as
T have been doing.

Therefore may God grant unto you,
my brethren, that ye may begin to
exercise your faith unto repentance,
that ye begin to call upon his holy
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name, that he would have mercy upon
you;

Yea, cry unto him for mercy; for

he is mighty to save;
Yea, humble yourselves, and con-

tinue in prayer ynto him;
Cry unto him when ye are in your

fields; yea, over all your flocks;

Cry unto him in your houses, yea,

over all your household, both morn-
ing, mid-day, and evening;

Yea, cry unto him against the power
of your enemies;

Yea, cry unto him against the devil,

who is an enemy to all righteousness.
Cry unto him over the crops of

your fields, that ye ma^- prosper in

them;
Cry over the flocks ,of your fields,

that they may increase.

But this is not all; ye must pour
out your souls in your closets, and
your secret places, and in your wil-

derness;
Yea, and when you do not cry unto

the Lord, let your hearts be full,

drawn out in prayer unto him con-
tinually for your welfare, and also for

the welfare of those who are around
you.
And now behold, my beloved breth-

ren, I say unto you. do not suppose
that this is all; for after ye have done
all these things, if ye turn away the
needy, and the naked, and visit not
the sick and aifl.icted, and impart of

your substance, if ye have, to those
who stand in need; [ say unto you,
if ye do not any of these things, be-
hold, your prayer is vain, and avail-

eth you nothing, and ye are as hypo-
crites who do deny the faith;

Therefore, if ye do not remember to

be charitable, ye are as dross, which
the refiners do cast out, (it being of

no worth,) and is trodden under foot
of men.

Try and remember that, will you ?

As a servant of the Lord. I only

want to repeat what the servant,'^ of

God have said : "These are the last

days, spoken of by the prophets,

when perilous times shall come
;"

and you know, as I know, by what
we read, that the most striking

feature of this world war is the

arreat destruction of life, which

owes its success, if there be success,

to the employment of almost all the

science of the world, except the

numerous discoveries in surgery

and medicine which is freely given,

ard the physician, as a physician,

knows no difference between races

an,l nations, between friend and
foe.

This is the biggest thing that

physicians ever did, and I pray God
to bless them in their efforts to save

Hfe.

There has never been a time such

as the present in the history of the

worl;!, when men ought to be talk-

ing big things, thinking big things,

doing big things and overcoming
their selfishness. It is a day of

•destruction, and leaders must be

raised up who are constructive.

Constructive work sometimes means
destructive—you tear down to

build up—you change the old

for the new. Leaders must have a

knowledge of mankind in order that

the Lord's plans may be carried out.

The German nation is one of the

greatest nations today, when we
consider her social and industrial

con('ition. althotigh it is founded on
militarism.

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints as it has been or-

ganize':! through the Prophet Jos-
eph Smith, is more perfectly or-

ganized and greater than any or-

ganization upon the earth.

When you contemplate this great

organization you find prophets and
inspiration which is not founded on
militarism, but brotherhood, fra-

ternity, and "love-one-another,"

which is in accordance with the

teachings of Jesus Christ. The
great test was : "By this shall all

men know that ye are my disciples.

if ye have love one to another."
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If you have not love for one an-

other you have not the spirit of the

gospel.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

ELDER BENJAMIN GODDARD.
(President of the Bureau of Informa-

tion.)

My brethren and sisters: This

brings our conference to a close, in

connection with the other meetings"

that are now being held. While I

have sat here and also in the taber-

nacle, I have wondered what the re-

sult of this great conference will be.

Have we come just to listen and go
home in the same condition that we
came ? There may be some, but the

great mass of the people, I trust,

are inspired by the exercises of this

conference to go home and live ac-

cording to all the teachings that

have been given. "Let your light

so shine that others, seeing your

good works, may be led to glorify

our Father which is in heaven."

Upon this block we entertain the

strangers from all parts of the

world. During the past week, a

gentleman entered the building

here, a perfect stranger, coming
from the .state of Ohio. He wanted
to learn about our people, and after

he had been entertained, he said, "I

have working for me at my home a

member of your Church, and I want
to say that if all your members are

as honest, as true, as devoted, and
as trustworthy as that man, you
need to be proud."

Well, we are proud. With all our

shortcomings, we may be proud of

our people ; and I trust that the

record we are making will continue.

Brother Herrick referred espe-

cially to the necessity of training

our youth in virtue, in godliness. I

visited a southern stake of Zion,

just recently, in conection with our

Church work, and met a poor
widow there, who had raised to

manhood and womanhood a^splen-

('id family, and when she was
speaking to me, she said that the

remark of one of her boys had been

'

worth all her efforts. "Last Christ-

mas," she said, "I did not have the

means to distribute the tokens to

my children that I would like, and
to my youngest son, who was mar-
ried, I said, 'My boy, O my heart

aches that I cannot give to you and
to the rest of my children somiC

substantial token at Christmas time
of my love for you.' And the

young man stood there looking his

mother in the eyes, and said, 'Why,
mother, you have given unto me
something more than all the Christ-

mas gifts that I could possibly ob-
tain. You have given me a good
training, a good education, and
more than all, a clean body—and,

uTOther, I thank you for that pre-

cious gift that has come unto me.
ard I want to live to be worthy of

such a mother.'
"

May God bless us, my brethren
and sisters. Let us go to our
homes with renewed determination,

as a result of this conference, to

serve God, to be honest, true,

chaste, virtuous, according to the

declaration in our Articles of Faith,

doing good unto all men. God
bless you. Amen.

The authorities of the Church
were sustained unanimously as in

the Tabernacle meeting.

The Latter-day Saints' Univer-
sity choir sang a chorus, "Victory."

The choir and congreeation sang

:

"O ye mountains high."


