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professional men and women, to

virtually throw down the challenge

in this way in effect, though not in

these words : Tell me one instance

of advancement in matters theolog-

ical since 1830 in which the

churches have not been following

"Mormon" lead. And no instance

was produced. I bear my testimony

that the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is all its name
professes to be, all that its name
affirms it to be. It is leading the

way, it is the gospel of Christ, and
we find the sermons of the earlier

('avs carried forward.

"Lord, are there few that be

saved ?" In the dispensation of the

fulness of times the words of the

prophet relating to what was shown
are thus recorded. "And behold and
lo, we saw the glory and the inhabi-

tants of the telestial world, that they

were as innumerable as the stars in

the firmament of heaven or as the

sand on the seashore.'" Herein lies

the significance of the Lord's words
to those who asked that question.

"Strive to enter in at the strait gate

for many, I say unto you, will seek

to enter in and shall not be able

when once the master of the house
is risen up and hath shut to the

door."

My brethren and sisters, let us

lay hold on eternal life before the

door is shut. This I pray in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

A solo based upon the 91st Psalm
was sung by Irene Cummings.

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS

President Wiilson's message on the

Bible to American soldiers—Some
of the accomplishments of the Lat-
ter-day Saints that will redound to

their blessing and insure them life

eternal—The splendid work of the

Priesthood and the auxiliary organ-
izations—Security and safety in ob-
serving the laws of the gospel and
the counsels of the servants of God
—Our hope for the people of Zion.

1 think, my brethren and sisters,

that I have never heard so much
scripture quoted to such good pur-

pose as I have beard from our

brethren during the sessions of this

conference. I hope that their ex-

ample will be heeded by the Saints

ancl that scripture-reading may be-

come a more prevalent custom than

it has'been and is today. I note that

recently twenty-seven thousand

copies of the Bible Wicre, by one

Bible society, placed into the hands
of American soldiers. In each copy
was inscribed a short letter from the

President of the United States, and
the sentiments expressed in that let-

ter are worthy of our attention. The
letter read

:

"The Bible is the word of life. 1

beg that you will read it and find this

out for yourselves. Read not little

snatches here and there, but long pas-

sages that will really be the road to

the heart of it. You will not only find

it full of real men and women, but
also of things you have wondered
about and been troubled about all

your life, as men have been always,
and the more you read the more will

become plain to you what things are
worth while and what things are not,

what things make men happy—loy-

alty, right-dealing, speaking the truth,

readiness to give everything for what
they think their dut}^, and most of all

the wish that they may have the real

approval of the Christ, who gave
everything for them, and what things
are guaranteed to make men unhappy
—selfishness, cowardice, greed, and
everything that is mean and low,

"When you have read the Bible you
will know that it is the word of God,
because you will have found it the

key to your own heart, your own
happ'ness and your own duty,

"WooDROw Wilson."

I believe, mv brethren and sisters.
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that in the scriptures are to be found
words, counsel, and admonition that

are suited to icvery circumstance and
every condition of life. I hope that

we will read not only the words of

the Bible, so highly commended by
the President of the United States,

but that we will read the words that

have come to us in modern revela-

tion, and the words of the ])rophets

that have been recorded in our Book
of Mormon.

I desire to read a little scripture

myself as a premise to the few
thoughts that I would advance to

you at this time

:

"When the Son of Man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory:
"And before him shall be gathered

all nations: and he shall separate them
one from another, as a shepherd di-

videth his sheep from the goats:
"And he shall set the sheep on his

right hand, but the goats an the left.

"Then shall the King say unto them
on his right hand. Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation
of the world:
"For I was an hungred, and ye

gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye
gave me drink: I was a stranger and
ye took me in

:

"Naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in
prison, and ye came unto me.
"Then shall the righteous answer

him, saying. Lord, when saw we thee
an hungred, and fed thee, or thirsty,
and gave thee drink.
"When saw we thee a stranger, and

took thee in? or naked, and clothed
thee?
"Or when saw we thee sick, or in

prison, and came unto thee?
"And the King shall answer and say

unto them, Verily, T say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.
"And then shall he say also unto

them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,

prepared for the devil and his angels:

"For 1 was an hungred, and ye gave
me no meat: I was thirsty and ye

gave me no drink:

"I was a stranger, and ye took me
not in: naked and ye clothed me not:

sick, and in prison, and ye visited me
not.

"Then shall they also answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or

naked, or sick, or in prison,' and did

not minister unto thee?
"Then shall he answer them, saying.

Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as

ye did it not to one of the least ,of

these ye did it not to me.
"And these shall go away into ever-

lasting punishment: but the righteous
into life eternal."

1 gather much of encouragment
and comfort from that scripture,

for the Latter-day Saints. Without
boasting, only in a spirit of grateful

acknowledgment, I would recount a

few of the accomplishments of our

people which, it seems to me, will

tend to lead them to life eternal and
to the blessings wrhich our Father
has in store for those who have
served him by serving his children.

We have among us organizations

designed to minister to the care and
the comfort and the upbuilding of

the children of men. Among these

organizations there is one com-
posed of women, the sisters of the

Church. That organization has a

record of which any people in the

wide world could be most proud.

You know what it does. I want,

however, to mention a few items ac-

complished by this great organiza-

tion in ministering to the children

of men.
During the last year. I gather

from the secretary's report, there

were 21,985 days spent with the

sick, more than sixty years of one
person's time devoted gratuitously,

willinging, lovingly and unselfishly

to the care of the unfortunate.

There were 88,140 special visits to
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the sick where relief was adminis-

tered, encouragment given and
good done beyond computation.

Why, don't you know if we had to

pay for the services of the physi-

cian at the usual rate it would have
taken more than a quarter of a mil-

lion dollars to have paid for the

simple, loving service devoted by
this organization to the relief of the

sick in our midst last year only.

There were 6,803 families that di-

rectly received the help of this be-

neficent organization. Two thous-

and one hundred and ninety-three

bodies of the dead were prepared

for burial without cost, without
compensation for service, as a mere
gratuitous offering on the part of

these good sisters. There were
spent in temple work 26,201 days in

doing vicarious work for the dead
by this organization alone. Assist-

ance was given to missionaries and
their families to the extent of

$2,735.35 in cash, aside from the

great amount of assistance that was
given in work and in caring for the

families of missionaries that in

many instances needed the care of

these ministering angels.

Our sisters have done that which
the Lord prescribed as one of the

means of obtaining enternal life.

They have ministered unto "these,

the least of my brethren," they have
cared for those who were sick and
afiflicted and in need of care.

Then the other organizations of

our Church, which T haven't the

time or opportunity now to recount,

have likewise administered to the

health and succor and the uplift of

all the children of God that have
been members of the Church, or not

being members of the Church, who
have been willing to accept of the'ir

assistance. Don't )'ou know that

there is an armv of twenty thousand

Sunday School teachers laboring

every Sunday in the year, preparing
themselves during the week days,
unselfishly and willingly giving
:heir time and ability to feed the
children of God the bread of life

and help them to imbibe at

the fountain of truth, that they

may live in the ways of God and
walk in his righteous paths ? There
is a coniparatively large number of
faithful servants devoting them-
selves to the care of the young men
and women in the Mutual Improve-
ment Associations of the Church.
In addition to these we have great
numbers of men and women unsel-

fishly devoting themselves to the

work pursued in our Primary As
sociations and in our Religion

Classes, attempting as best they can

to administer to the good of man-
kind and to feed them in the way
that God wants them fed for their

upbuilding and for their proper
growth and development.

And behind and above, it seems
to me, all of the work that these

good auxiliary associations are ac-

complishing are to be found the

men who sit in the fore part of

this building, who, for years and
years have given their lives, their

service, their thought, their prayers

to the nurture and the care of these

the children of our Father who is in

heaven. These presidencies of

stakes, noble men, shepherds of the

Father, caring for his flocks, as

only the loving shepherd can care

for them. These bishoprics of

wards, fathers of the people, caring

for them as only loving fathers can
care for their children. O, what a

grand and noble service are these

men performing:. A.s I go among
them in the ministry in which I am
engaged, as I meet them and under-

stand their spirits and recognize
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their devotion to the cause, I feel

mighty humble in their presence.

They are men of experience, they
are men of wisdom, they are men
of integrity, they are men of a
great big love for God's children

;

and my prayer constantly is that I

may be worthy to work with them,
worthy to help them in the great

work to which they are so stead-

fastly devoted. These are the men
who have brought forth the sons of
the states that have now responded
to their country's call. These men
and their good wives are the men
and women who have implanted
within the hearts of these boys,

standards of truth and virtue and
morality that will make them stand
out prominently among all those

who come to serve this great nation.

I was not surorised when the Secre-

tarv of the Interior stood on this

stand the other evening and said

—

and I believe it was not flatterv

—

that in all the rlemonstrations that

he had seen in this country his heart

was never so touched as when he
saw the bovs of Utah and the sur-

rounding states march past the re-

viewing- stand clad in their uni-

forms, prepared to serve their coun-
try and respond to its call. T was
not surprised, because I do not be-

lieve that the eminent secretarv can
g-o anv place in this wide and srood

land and find as manv bovs who
have within their hearts the love of
truth, who are as firmlv and stead-

fastlv ariherinsr to the principels of

truth and the commandments of the

Lord, and who hold to such high

standarrls of virtue and honor and

morality as these same boys. I be-

lieve that one of them, if he will re-

main steadfast and true to the testi-

mony of the gospel, is and will be

worth a half dozen of anv who are

not true, who are not worthy sons

of God.

These men—these men here, are

responsible for them; and I give

my honor and esteem to them for

the splendid and great work that

they have done and are doing in this

land.

We all seek after eternal life. It

is the greatest gift that God can
give to men. We pray for it ; we
work for it ; and I believe, my
brethren and sisters, that we are do-

ing the things that will bring it to

us. Our lives are being conformed,

to the life of the Master. There
is encouragment wherever one goes

in the land of the Saints. On every

hand are the evidences, the indis-

putable evidences of the love of

men for God, in the love of mien for

men, and it is our service to these

children of men, no matter how
humble they are, no matter how in-

significant in the world they may
seem to be, that will be accepted by
God as our service for him. We
can't help him. He is beyond any
help that we can give to him, but

we can help his children ; we can

work for them ; we can love them

;

and we can persuade them with the

help of God to live good lives and
to come nearer to him, that they

may eventually come back into his

presence.

That is our work, as I understand

it. That is the mission of the

Priesthood of God. The Priest-

hood of God means to me only the

right to serve, in the name of God,
God's children, and he who serves

God's children in God's name is do-

ing the greatest service for the

Master that can be done. I see only

success, onlv prosperity, only hap-

piness ahead for the people of the

Latter-day Saints, if they will but

nh&Y the commandments that have
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been given to them. If they will

but listen to the counsel and admon-
ition that come from our head, if

they will follow the guide of the

Priesthood, I know they will be

safe.

And do you know, throughout

all these troublesome times, when
men have found it a very difficult

thing to make up their minds re-

garding the important matters that

have come before us since the dec-

laration of war, I have always car-

ried in my own soul a deep feeling

of satisfaction in this thought, that

every man who will live the princi-

ples of the gospel will receive in-

spiration telling him what to do for

himself, and the additional and still

greater thought that if ever there

should be required for this people

any especial direction, any peculiar

guidance suited to the condition of

the times, we have the man of God
to give it to us, and I have felt in

that, security and safety? I think

we are entitled to that feeling as

a reward for our attempt to do
Gods' bidding an.d to keep his com-
mandme.its.
Only a few weeks ago I hap-

pened to stand in the majestic cor-

ridor of the great city hall of San
Francisco, a gigantic, beautiful

building erected upon the ruins, or

near the ruins of the former build-

ing that stood there. I read an in-

spiring inscription carved in solid

granite, testifying to the great hope
within that people for the future

of their city. If I may paraphrase
that inscription it will express, in

some degree, m}^ hope for the peo-
ple of Zion

:

"O, Zion, thou glorious city of

our God and our hearts, thou who
hast been tried an.d not found want-
ing

;
go thou forth to thy glorious

future," Amen,

Anthony C. Lund and the Taber-

nacle choir sang a solo and chorus

:

"The Lord hath brought again

Zion," the music by Arthur Shep-

herd, a Utah composer.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

SHALL THE CHURCH PURCHASE LIB-

ERTY BONDS?

I have a matter that I desire to

present to the conference, as the

Trustee-in-Trust of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

When the subject of Liberty Bonds
was broached and presented to the

people, a number of my brethren

submitted to me their views and
their desires that the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

as ,such, should contribute some
means in aid of our Government,
in the purchase of these bonds with

the tithes of the people. As
Trustee-in-Trust, not a dollar of

the tithings of the people has ever

been .diverted out of the regular

channels of the Church, by myself

;

and the funds have been expended
by the common consent of my coun-

selors and of the Twelve, and as a

general thing also that of the Pre-

siding Bishopric. I did not feel

that I had the authority or the right

to divert fhe general funds of the

Church from the usual channels in

which all have agreed, and all have
consented for it to be used, without

submitting it to the general confer-

ence of the Church. Therefore, the

Question that I wish to present to

the conference is : Will this Con-
ference, this General Conference,

authorize the Trustee-in-Trust of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints to use a certain

amount of the funds of the Church
for the purchase of Liberty Bonds?


