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they only knew it, has been the

watchword in many ways. It is true

they have used tobacco, and will

probably continue to do it. When
men use it, if they do so of their

own free will and pay for it them-

selves, it is their own business ; but

there ought to be objection to send-

ing- tobacco to men, to give it to

them and entice those who perhaps

otherwise would not use it to be-

come users of it. In the midst of it

all, my brethern and sisters, there

is one supreme thing that stands

out, and that is that all of us who
have anything to do with this

struggle, either at home or abroad,

should make individual sacrifice,

should be willing to sacrifice from
•day to day in our appetite, our
social necessities and in what we
wear, that we should be constantly

willing to make a personal appear-

ance before the world that we are

right living, and that our example
here and everywhere should be
made to conform to those who
believe firmly that God lives, and
determine in our hearts to uphold
and sustain and maintain such be-

lief. If we do that we have not
much to fear. The Lord will bless

our sons and our daughters. He
may not preserve them all in life,

but he will bless them, so that the

example they set before the world
will teach men and women that we
know how to live, as well as how
to die, and our faith and know-
ledge of the life beyond the
grave is beyond nearly all else,

and we can hold that hope out to

every one and we can ,say to them
that here is the supreme moment in

our lives, when we can teach men
to believe that we live after death
and receive reward according to in-

dividual acts. If we follow the ad-

monition of those who are our lead-

ers, heed their instruction from
time to time, listen to the inspiring

words that come to us from the

servants of God, we will be in the

line of duty. If we are willing to

sacrifice, if we are willing to live

the Word of Wisdom, if we are

willing to teach it by precept and
example, and if we keep our lives

unspotted, and if we send our boys
away free from the sins of the

world and do our utmost to en-

courage them in the line of their

duty, we will have done a splendid

work.

May God bless Israel in its noble
attempt to help the world in its

struggle for democracy and for
freedom. May we all have the as-

sistance of God, that when the su-

preme time comes in our lives we
will be ready to make every sacrifice

that is demanded or required ; aye,

that we may go farther than that,

and offer that sacrifice, whatever it

may be or where best we may serve,

and may he bless and preserve his

leaders in Israel, bless our beloved
America and all who need our peti-

tion, I pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

Before the adjournment of this

meeting I would like to present to
the Conference one or two items
which I desire to get an expression
upon from them prior to the pre-
sentation of the officers of the
Church, this afternoon.

JOSEPH F. SMITH, JR., SUSTAINED AS
MEMBER CHURCH BOARD OF

EDUCATION.

I need not announce here that a
vacancy was caused in the General
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Board of Education of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

by the death of President Francis

M. Lyman. Joseph F. Smith, Jr.,

has been suggested to fill the va-

cancy in that Board, caused by the

death of President Lyman. I would
like an expression of the Saints

present at this conference as to

whether they approve of the choice

or not. All who are in favor will

please signify it by the uplifted

hand. If there are any opposed
they may signify it by the same
sign. I see no opposition.

ELDER RICHARD R. LYMAN CHOSEN
TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE

COUNCIL OF TWELVE.

It has been brought again to our
remembrance that there is a vacancy,

in the Council of the Twelve Apos-
tles, which should be filled at this

conference. We have to offer to you
the name of Richard R. Lyman, a

son of President Francis M. Lyman,
to fill the vacancy in the' Council of

the Twelve. All who are in favor

of this choice as indicated by the

Spirit of the Lord to his servants,

will manifest it by raising their

right hand. If there be any op-

posed they may manifest it by the

same sign. [The vote was unani-

mous.]

THE TITHING USED FOR ALL LEGITI-

MATE CAUSES PERTAINING TO
THE BUILDING UP OF ZION.

We feel, as the Trustee-in-Trust
and President of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

and as the Presiding Council over
all the Church—the First Presiden-

cy, in connection with the Council
of the Twelve Apostles and the Pre-

siding Bishopric, at liberty to use

the tithings of the Latter-day Saints

in all legitimate causes pertaining

to the building up of Zion. You are

aware that our special duty and
obligation is to build up Zion in the

latter days. This includes the build-

ing and maintenance of temples, in

which the ordinances of the gospel

of Jesus Christ are performed and
administered for the living and for

the dead. It is our duty to assist

the poor and the needy. It is our

duty to build places of worship for

the Latter-day Saints, using such

portion of the tithings of the people

that come into our hands as we can

use agreeable to the amount we
have to use for the accomplishment

of these purposes. We may use the

tithing of the people for the build-

ing up of settlements—to assist our

people when they attempt to make
new settlements, to reclaim the

desert and to procure water for irri-

gation purposes, and in this matter

the Church has been somewhat lib-

eral.

It is our duty also to maintain

schools and seminaries throughout

the length and breadth of Zion,

where our children who are in the

district schools where no religion is

permitted to be taught, may have

the privilege of being instructed in

connect'!on with the secular learning

that is given to them, those princi-

ples which are necessary for their

faith and for their establishment in

the knowledge of the gospel of

Jesus Christ. It is our duty to use

the means that are committed into

our hands for the assistance of the

missions that are appointed and es-

tablished throughout the nations of

the world, and in many other ways
legitimately for the building up of

Zion and for the spread of the truth,
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the proclamation of the gospel, the

maintenance of the authorities of

the priesthood, whose time and
talent are devoted exclusively to the

ministry, that they may be fed, not

luxuriantly, not superabundantly

but in sufficient measure that they

may not suffer for the necessaries

of life. Part of our means is dis-

tributed to assist the bishops in the

arduous duties that they have to

perform, for services that are neces-

sary in keeping' the records of the

Church, of the tithing and of other

records necessary to be kept. All

these things we esteem as legitimate

and proper within the sphere of our
authority and we do not, under such
circumstances, publicly ask for ap-

proval of the Church at large for

sanction in the discharge of our du-
ties in this regard.

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE
PURCHASE OF LIBERTY BONDS.

But when we go apparently out-

side of these well known and beaten
paths to use the means of the people
of the Church, we feel that it is our
duty to present the cause to them
and obtain their sanction and ap-
proval for the use of the means that

we may think wise to put it to.

You are well aware that at our
late conference, by the voice of the

conference and their approval we
used $250,000 of the Church tith-

ings for the purchase of Liberty
bonds, thus placing that amount of
means in the hands of our Govern-
ment for the defense of liberty and
of freedom that we enjoy to worship
God according to the dictates of our
own consciences.

Now, I have a similar proposal to

make to this conference this morn-
ing, that we offer again, or at least

appropriate the same amount for the

purchase of more of the bonds of

the United States. I submit it to

you and I ask that those who are in

favor may signify it by the unlifted

hand, and if there is anybody op-

posed to this, who has a right to

have a voice in the use of the means
that he contributes to the Church,
let him manifest it by the same sign.

[Out of the 10,000 persons present

there was not a single neg'ative

vote.] I believe that the vote is

unanimous.

AN AUTHORITATIVE DECLARATION.

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is no partisan

Church. It is not a sect. It is The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. It is the only one today
existing in the world that can and
does legitimately bear the name of

Jesus Christ and his divine author-
ity. I make this declaration in all

simplicity and honesty before you
and before all the world, bitter as
the truth may seem to those who
are opposed and who have no rea-
son for that opposition. It is never-
theless true and will remain true
until He who has a right to rule

among the nations of the earth and
among the individual children of
God throughout the world shall
come and take the reins of govern-
ment and receive the bride that
shall be prepared for the coming of
the Bridegroom.
Many of our great writers have

recently been querying and won-
dering where the divine authority
exists today to command in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost, so that it

will be in effect and acceptable at
the throne of the Eternal Father. I
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will announce here and now, pre-

sumptuous as it may seem to be to

those who know not the truth, that

the divine authority of Almighty
God, to speak in the name of the

Father and of the Son, is here in

the midst of these everlasting" hills,

in the midst of this intermountain

region, and it will abide and will

continue, for God is its source and
God is the power by which it has
been maintained against all opposi-

tion in the world up to the present,

and by which it will continue to

progress and grow and increase on
the earth until it shall cover the

earth from sea to sea. This is my
testimony to you, my brethren and
sisters, and I have a fulness of joy

and of satisfaction in being able to

declare this without regard to or

fear of all the adversaries of the

truth.

The choir and congregation sang

:

"O ye mountains high."

Prayer was offered by Elder
Heber Q. Hale, President of the

Boise, Idaho, stake of Zion, and
conference adjourned until 2 o'clock

p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

At 2 o'clock the conference was
called to order by President Joseph
F. Smith, who presided.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn : "High on the mountain
top."

The prayer was offered by Presi-

dent Adolph Merz, of the North
Sanpete stake of Zion.

"Praise to the man who com-
muned with Jehovah," was sung by
the choir and congregation.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH.

(Presiding Patriarch of the Church.)

Never before in all my life have

I been so grateful that I am a mem-
ber of the Church of Jesus- Christ

of Latter-day Saints as I am today.

My heart swells with blessings for

the faithful in Israel, for the faith-

ful Latter-day Saints, for God's

blessings are upon the people of this

Church. The Lord has blessed the

leaders of Israel. He has blessed

the people of Israel who have en-

tered the fold of Christ. He has

blessed the Church in all its ramifi-

cations throughout the world, and
I pray that he will continue to bless

the Church and those whom he has

called to lead and direct its affairs

upon the earth.

The gospel of Jesus Christ for

which we are so grateful contains

very many simple principles, but

they are principles of power, and
I suppose every heart swelled with

gratitude and emotion when Pres-

ident Smith in majesty and in power
declared his testimony, that this is

the Church. I believe it with all my
heart, and testify that it is the

Church of God, the Church of Jesus

Christ which God honors in the

earth, for we have seen his power
made manifest in our ministry and

in the ministry of His servants,

many of whom are here before me,

the presidents of stakes of Zion, the

bishops of wards, their counselors,

and their associates, elders in Israel.

The power of God has been made
manifest in their ministry, in love,in

harmony, in the teaching of the

truth, in the bringing of the bless-

ings of joy and happiness into the

lives of many people from many
lands. I know that the power of

God is with the elders in Israel,


