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city, from other cities in this stake

and other stakes. They come there

and the first thing we do, we get

them to meeting. And they do not

attend long before they are being

encouraged to attend to meetings.

They soon become ward teachers.

Then you will find them holding the

higher priesthood, presiding in the

organizations, bishops of the wards,

and so on ; they are growing and
improving. Now I do not exceed
the truth when I say that we have
over a thousand at least who are

keeping the Word of Wisdom, who
hold prayer in their homes, who
are good and true to their families,

who are growing to be intelligent,

good, true, honorable citizens of the

United States. And what has done
it? I can see the greatest thing

that has done it—'Service in the

priesthood, service in the Church.

When I attend other churches, I

often think of the young lady who
was asked if she could play the

piano. She said she did not know,
she had never tried. I think of the

many people in the world. How do
you know that you have the gift of

prophecy, as Paul said some have?
How do you know that you have
the gift of wisdom, the gift of
healing, if you never take part? If

you never try, if you never culti-

vate those gifts that God has given
you, you will never know it.

I rejoiced when I heard today of
the great work that is being done
in Mexico and in the mission fields,

the work done in other stakes, and
think of the work that is being done
in the mining camps, in the Tintic
mining camp. A few years ago
there were very few Latter-day
Saints in the Tintic camp. A few
years ago it was said that they
could not work there, they would

not have them ; but our people now
form thirty-five or forty per cent

of that population ; and I am thank-

ful to say that they are preaching
the gospel by their exemplary lives,

by their cleanliness, their purity,

their patriotism to our great gov-
ernment. And today our people
are requested, almost more than
they can attend to, to look after the

great things that need looking after

during these extraordinary times.

I thank the Lord that I have the

privilege to speak to the people on
the principles of life and salvation,

and rejoice in the greatness of the

gospel. I pray God to bless the
Latter-day Saints, bless the honest
in heart the world over, and I ask
it in Jesus' name. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.

(Of the First Council of Seventy)

By brethren and sisters: You
have had the privilege of hear-
ing fron men whom God has
chosen in this dispensation to rep-
resent a number of the stakes of
Zion, and also a voice from the
mission field. I think that you
must have been impressed as I have
been impressed, that all is well with
Zion when such men with such tes-

timonies are in the lead and guiding
and directing the affairs of this

Church. I rejoice this morning in
the testimonies which we have
heard, in the work that is being
done, for I know that it is indeed
the work of God. I know, too,
that the work of God is one that
harmonizes with the spirit of hu-
man liberty, as was stated by the
first speaker here.

What are the things that the gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ stands
for? It is to make men free, not



ELDER RULEN S. WELLS 115

free only by having possession of

their civil rights, but to make them
free indeed, free from that terrible

bondage which is the bondage of

sin—for we know that the whole
world lieth in sin and under the

bondage of sin. And the truth that

has been revealed from heaven will

make men free. And it is that

truth that is being promulgated and
proclaimed to all the world through
the agency of the priesthood to

which also reference has been
made. The men whom you have
heard form a part of that, and are

the instruments in the hands of God
of carrying this messag^ to the

world, that our Father's children

may be made free from the sins of

the world. And the gospel is the

power of God unto salvation, be-

cause it wages war on sin and un-

dertakes to relieve our Father's

children of the consequences of

that sin.

This government of which we
form a part has been established

for the same purpose, that men and
women might be free, and that is

the reason we say that the Consti-

tution of this land was inspired of

God for the same purpose, that we
might have meted out to us a meas-

ure of civil liberty. That is what
we are enjoying in this country,

and we are willing to extend it to

all of our Father's children, wher-

ever they dwell. We read in the

Declaration of Independence that

all men are created equal, and that

they are possessed with certain in-

alienable rights-, among which are

life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-

piness. This is what the gospel

stands for. Right to live upon the

earth is the boon from heaven,

which emanates from God, the priv-

ilege of living upon the earth. That

is life, but what is life without lib-

erty? Our great patriot, Patrick

Henry, said, "Give me liberty, or

give me death." That is what we
feel in regard to this system of hu-

man liberty and freedom. These
things may not be valued by those

who understand them not, they

think it is a trifling thing, but to

us these are precious gifts worthy of

offering our lives and sending our

boys out into the mission field for.

Then let our hearts go out with

them and let us be willing to do our

part to sustain them, to provide

them with the necessaries, and let

us contribute of our means.

We are called upon to contrib-

ute to the Third Liberty Loan, and
there are some with plenty of means
who are loath to lend to the Gov-
ernment. Let me tell you, my breth-

ren and sisters, every one of us,

the time will come when we must
give all that we are able to get (or

at least loan it). Which would
you sooner do? Lend it to the

United States Government, that

has been established by the inspira-

tion of God that men might be

free, or pay it in tribute to the Ger-

man government without getting

any interest on it, that you might
be brought into servitude? Which
would you do? One or the other

will come to us, you may be sure.

Let us then be loyal American cit-

izens, and contribute freely to this

Liberty Loan by subscribing to the

bonds of this government that holds

up the banner of liberty to all the

world, the precious thing that the

gospel stands for. May the Lord
help us to appreciate it, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benediction was pronounced by

Captain C. M. Hawser, of Georgia.


