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great nation to achieve high places

of distinction, this I always remem-
ber, as was once said on this sub-

ject by a great writer, that while

we may not all be Washingtons,
we can all be such men and
such women as will uphold and
sustain a Washington in the

path of duty and the way of

glory. We can all teach our sons

and daughters the fundamental
principles that underlie true citi-

zenship, true honor, true loyalty,

and let me tell you that the place

to teach loyalty, as we sometimes
say about charity, begins at home.
The place to teach all boys and
girls the value of citizenship and
the value of being loyal and honor-

able in their duties and obligations

to state and country is at home by
teaching them to receive and honor
and obey the people who are placed

to preside over them. Never say

a word that would detract from
the influence of the bishop or of the

president of the stake or of any of

the elders of the people, and I

promise you your boys and your
girls will be good citizens of the

land.

God help us, my brethren and sis-

ters, to be true to our obligations.

Help us to be true to the high name
that we bear. God bless us that

we may indeed be the Church of

Christ, that we may have his Spirit

to go out from our midst among
our fellows in the land to convince

them of the greatness and the ef-

ficacy of the work in which we are

engaged. And help us to so live

that the sermon of our lives may
preach the word of God to the

whole wide world, is my prayer, in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

Elder Horace S. Ensign sang a

sacred solo : "The Shepherd King."
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Vivid impression of the teachings of

President Joseph F. Smith—Appre-
ciation of the doctrines and princi-

ples of the Gospel as taught by a

Latter-day Saint mother—Prayer
the strongest factor for good that

can come into the life of a boy—

A

desire that the speaker may merit
the love and friendship in some de-

gree the Latter-day Saints had for

his father, the late President
Francis M. Lyman.

It is new and strange for me to

occupy this place. I wish President

Smith, in his eloquent and forceful

way, had spoken during the few
minutes left for me, and had given

me six months in which to prepare

a few remarks.

While in Tooele recently I visited

the same church building and saw
the same seat in which I sat as a

child many years ago and listened

to the powerful and eloquent words
of President Joseph F. Smith. Such
was the impression he made that I

remember what he said then as

clearly as I remember what I have
heard him say at this conference.

From that time in my childhood to

this hour I have heard no public ut-

terance of his that was not thril-

lingly eloquent. Can you wonder
then that, being new in this po-

sition, I wanted him to speak in my
place ?

Who am I ? Why should I be here ?

My life, my work, my attention

have been .directed almost ex-

clusively to educational work. I

have not done service as a regular

missionary. I do not stand before

you, therefore, as a preacher, but

merely as a "Mormon" boy and all

I can do is say a few blunt words
in defense of my religion and my
people, as I have done during my
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college life and at other times when
separated from you—my people.

I, too, am pleased to bear test-

imony to the truth and .divinity of

the remarks that have been made at

this conference. The words of

Brother Stephen L. Richards con-

cerning the welfare of our sons and
daughters—our most precious re-

source—made a marked impression

on my mind. Seven years of my
life have been spent in eastern col-

leges and during that time, .sep-

arated as I was from my kindred

and from the Church, I had nearly

all the temptations to resist. The
teachings of the Church and the

training of my good "Mormon"
mother gave me strength. I prayed

as she taught me to pray, I believed

in God and in his guidance, I began
every day's labor with an earnest

prayer for help, I closed each day
with an expression of gratitude to

my Heavenly Father for his guid-

ance. Thus was I able, when sur-

round with temptation,to make my
life, conform with the teachings of

the Church and to live in accor-

dance with the wishes of my excel-

lent parents.

Prayer, as I see it, is the strong-

est factor for good that can come
into the life of a boy. Unfortunate
the youth who has to face the

temptations of the world if in his

childhood he has not learned to

pray. If your soldier son learned

this childhood lesson at your knee,

rest assured his faith in God will

keep him clean. If he returns he'll

do so in the strength and
majesty and power of his clean

manhood. If he gives his life to the

glorious cause of human liberty he,

by so doing, adds undying luster to

your family name.
I have never been sufficiently

conceited to think that I deserve to

stand in this sacred place that was
occupied so recently by my distin-

guished father. His heart is aglow
with delight, if he knows with what
intensity many of you have ex-

pressed your congratulations to me
for his sake. My fondest hope is

that as a member of the Council of

the Twelve I may merit in some de-

gree the precious love and friend-

ship you had for him.

May our heavenly Father make
us better and happier from day to

day, I pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

I do not purpose to detain you
long, but my mind has been partic-

ularly awakened on one or two sub-

jects which I would like to call to

the attention of this vast assembly

of Latter-day Saints.

THE CRIME OF ADULTERY AND UN-
CHASTITY

I wish to announce to you and

call to your attention the fact that

the next to the greatest sin and
crime that can be committed, and •

for which the penalty in the law

of God is just the same, is the crime

of adultery and unchastity. Some-
times we hear rumors and reports

from various parts of our country

that are heart-rending and awful

if they are true, and that is in re-

gard to the lightness in which the

principles of chastity are held by

some of our young people, and in

some respects are lightly passed

over by those who ought to be

teachers in regard to these princi-

ples, and who ought to instil into

the hearts of the youth the princi-

ples of virtue and of chastity.


